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Shoreline Winter 2014

Award-Winning Hotel and Restaurant
Four Luxury Suites, family friendly
www.whitehousehotel.com
01297 560411

 @charmouthhotel

Please support  
Shoreline’s Advertisers

Contemporary 
Art Gallery 
Morcombelake 
Dorset DT6 6DY  

01297 489746 

 Open Wednesday to Saturday  
10am – 4pm

 

www.artwavewest.com  

Great New Look!
Same friendly service

Always open when you need us
Free local delivery service**

Famous Grouse 1 Ltr   ONLY £17*
Turner Road       75cl    ONLY  £4*
Famous Grouse 1 Ltr   ONLY £17*
Turner Road       75cl    ONLY  £4*

*from 6th Jan, subject to availability   **Orders over £25

New £1 Section

BreeZe 

Next to Charmouth Stores (Nisa)
The Street, Charmouth  Tel 01297 560304

Sale starts 
4th January 

www.axminsterprinting.co.uk
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“Happiness is when what you 
think, what you say and what you 
do is in harmony”
 Mahatma Gandhi

It is the New Year and a perfect time to join that 
fitness class or take up an exciting new sport. 
How about getting out your paints and signing up 
for those art workshops? 

We are so fortunate in Charmouth to have not 
one, but three great venues offering an abundance 
of activities for our physical, spiritual and creative 
wellbeing. See the feature on page 6 for further 
information and contact details.

Well done to all the young musicians of 
Charmouth mentioned in Pete Wild’s excellent 
article on this page. I was fortunate enough to be 
at the Big Mix Festival this summer where B Sharp 
showcased eight hours of music to over 2000 
people and in November I danced the night away 
at their Annual Party in the Marine Theatre, where 
more than 50 young people from the age of 11 to 
30 performed in six different bands. I was bowled 
over by their talent, their supreme self-confidence 
and their obvious joy and delight at being a part 
of such a brilliant organisation.

Huge thanks to Neil Mattingly who hosted a 
very successful Pudding Party in October as a 
fundraiser for Shoreline. 65 people attended and 
over 40 puddings were sampled, washed down 
with copious amounts of bubbly!

We are also most grateful to the Pavey Group 
(re-named the Charmouth Local History Society) 
who kindly donated the door money from Neil’s 
recent, very popular talk, to the magazine. These 
funds have enabled us to print the centre pages in 
colour for the first time.

On behalf of the Shoreline team, I would like to 
wish our readers, contributors and advertisers a 
very happy, healthy and harmonious 2014.

Editorial 

THE SHORELINE TEAM

Jane Morrow 
Editor

Lesley Dunlop 
Assistant Editor, Features and Diary

Neil Charleton 
Advertising Manager and Treasurer

John Kennedy 
Design and Layout

editor@shoreline-charmouth.co.uk

The Editor, Shoreline,  
The Moorings, Higher Sea Lane,  

Charmouth, DT6 6BD

B Sharp and the Young People of  
Charmouth Making and Performing 

Music for All to Enjoy.
18 months ago I started a new project for B Sharp, our local young people’s music 
organisation. Based at The Hub in Lyme Regis, a dozen or so 11 to 18 year olds and I 
came together to write and perform original music over a number of  weeks. 3 or 4 of  
those involved came from Charmouth and over time I was more and more impressed 
with their music, their sharing of  skills and the fact they were representing our village 
with their hard work and great attitude. Back to the present and now I and 2 other 
music leaders meet some forty five or so young people from all around the area every 
week to make music. Over a quarter of  them are from Charmouth! We are very well 
represented indeed.

So, what have we been up to? We decided to use our sessions to write and rehearse 
material for several high profile events spread over the year. In July, we organised a 
one day festival which we called The Big Mix to reflect the different styles of  music 
to be performed. We also auditioned young people from all over the South West who 
wanted a chance to perform on our large outdoor stage that was erected next to 
Marine Theatre in glorious sunshine (with the cliffs and sea around Charmouth as it’s 
backdrop). Our local performers welcomed those from further afield and the day was 
a huge success for all. We have had many positive letters from members of  the public 
and the organisations that supported us (Youth Music, Lyme Regis and West Dorset 
Councils) congratulating our young people on their organisational skills and their 
performances and ultimately how positively they have represented us all. 

Another of  our events really gets us out and about. In September, the Busking Festival 
returned for another 2 days of  music in Lyme Regis. Many Charmouth folk, young and 
old, performed on the open air piano or busked around town. It’s a great chance to 
really get in amongst the community and visitors to showcase the musical talents of  
our young people. If  you would like a flavour of  the event then have a look at the short 
film of  the Busking Festival on our B Sharp website.

More recently, we have just had our Annual Party at the Marine Theatre. More than 
50 young people performed in 6 different bands to provide a perfect end to a busy 
year. The main act was made up of  music leaders, Ex B Sharpers who have come 
back from university music courses, music industry professionals and a regular B 
Sharp participant. This really sums up the ethos of  B Sharp: the mixing together of  
musicians of  different ages and experience to create something for all to enjoy.

I am so proud of  our young people and I urge you to be proud of  them too. They (and 
their incredibly helpful parents!) are enhancing Charmouth’s good reputation with 
their music, words and actions.

I am listing them below so next time you see them you can ask them about their music 
or give them a verbal ‘pat on the back’. Please come to one of  our events and see for 
yourselves. All are most welcome.

Young leaders & participants from Charmouth include: 
Young Music leaders - Ella Harwood, Harry Eastwood, George Hunt. 
Participants - Millie Pearce, Tom Simpson, Finn Gordon-Christopher, Billy Gurioli, Paul 
Harrison Callum Leah, Rafael Rohrbascher, Dom Beardwood, Harry Aldworth, Josh 
Hamblett-Edwards.

Please see our website for more information about the wider B Sharp programme, 
photos and film. www.bsharp.uk.com

Pete Wild B Sharp Music Leader.
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 From DCC
Another 3 months has gone by and 2014 is now upon us. There 
has been lots of  activity in my household with my daughter 
back from Qatar, where she has been teaching. 

 This issue I thought I’d give you an insight into a couple of  
the committees I serve on at Dorset County Council. The 
Childrens and Adults Services Appeals Committee deals 
with numerous aspects of  child and adult care in the County; 
child support, school transport, mental health guardianship, 
parking for the disabled and blind and the County Council’s 
residential accommodation. We determine appeals against 
decisions made by the Council and these meetings tend to be 
quite emotionally charged. However, we have to work within the 
bounds of  the various government acts – a draining experience 
every time.

The Roads and Rights of  Way Committee makes 
recommendations to the Cabinet at DCC covering a number of  
aspects including traffic regulation orders, traffic calming, aid 
and provision for pedestrians and cyclists, new street bylaws 
and reviews and also considers applications on the Definitive 
Map and Rights of  Way. This extremely interesting committee 
uses evidence from Parish records and maps going back 
hundreds of  years to determine past use before deciding on 
the route’s future. The Dorset History Centre in Dorchester 
holds many of  these fascinating documents and is well worth a 
visit; put it on your to do list for 2014.

Finally I’d like to touch on budgets as they are being formulated 
at this time of  year with further large reductions from central 
government. 2014-2015 will again be a challenge, with many 
aspects of  service being looked at closely. We will try to be 
innovative and look at the way things have been carried out 
in the past and how we can continue them in the future to the 
best of  our ability within the financial constraints that we find 
ourselves under. It will be a difficult year; however Dorset finds 
itself  in much better shape than many other councils.

Wishing you all a peaceful and prosperous New Year.

Daryl Turner

Contact details: Telephone 01297 444195, Email d.w.turner@
dorsetcc.gov.uk 

Charmouth Village 
Fayre and Festival 2014
Next year sees the 22nd anniversary of  
the annual village Fayre which will take place on 3 August 
2014. This great village tradition has proved hugely popular 
over the years with locals and visitors alike and your Fayre 
committee are aiming to make 2014 the best yet!

The plan for 2014 is a traditional family friendly village 
‘Fayre and Festival’ with the emphasis on a variety of  high 
quality attractions; a celebration of  local food, beverages, 
services and products; and a showcase for local musicians 
and entertainers. The Fayre will run from 2pm to 5pm 
followed by two hours of  music and entertainment until 
7pm.

Plans are already underway to overhaul and build new 
attractions and this can only succeed with your help. The 
Fayre committee needs people to help set up, run and clear 
down and as the old saying goes ‘many hands make light 
work’.

If  you can spare even an hour or two please contact Anthea 
Gillings at gilly@swansmead.wanadoo.co.uk or 560465 or 
speak with any of  your local councillors or traders so we 
can talk to you about your availability and what you’d like to 
do to help. 

Russ Pearce 
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Knit and Natter Group
The ‘Knit and Natter’ group, which meets on a Thursday 
afternoon in St Andrew’s Church, recently had a very 
successful coffee morning. Thank you to all those who 
came along to the Hollands Room, baked cakes, donated 
other items, including wool, to support us. Our aim was 
to raise money to be able to purchase wool. We are 
knitting for The Baby Bear Project, which supports new 
born babies in South Africa, and the orphanage in Kenya. 
Thanks to your support we raised sufficient money to be 
able to buy plenty of  wool and send a donation to each 
charity. Please do come and join us at 2.00 on a Thursday 
afternoon if  you enjoy knitting or crocheting. You don’t 
need to be an expert – help is always on hand.

Jan Coleman

7 year-old Kim Sikka  
wins the 2013 Charmouth 

Puzzle Trail

Since the Spring, you may have noticed a number of  
blue plaques dotted around Charmouth. There are ten 
altogether, each containing a clue. 

Charmouth Traders launched the Charmouth Puzzle Trail in 
April. The idea was to give families something to do during 
their stay in Charmouth and to explore and experience the 
village. Clues were collected from the plaques and these 
had to be re-arranged to make a sentence.

The Puzzle Trail proved extremely popular. Over a hundred 
successful entries were entered into the draw to win an 
impressive mounted ammonite donated by Forge Fossils. 
The draw took place at the Charmouth Heritage Coast 
Centre on November 9th and 7 year old Kim Sikka was the 
lucky winner with this entry.

Feedback from the families that took part was very positive 
and Charmouth Traders hope to produce a new Puzzle 
Trail for 2014, possibly giving it an historical context.

Phil Tritton
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Charmouth Parking Refund Scheme
A reminder that you can park for two hours in Charmouth’s Lower Sea Lane car park and get your parking 
cost refunded if  you spend £10 or more in any Charmouth outlet displaying the ‘P FREE’ sign. Most outlets 
in Charmouth village centre are in the scheme.

News from The Elms
Following several complaints from Parishioners, the Parish 
Council is launching a campaign to try and alleviate the 
problem of dog mess left on our streets.

The Council is having a problem at the foreshore on the grass 
in front of  the green beach huts as well as in the Playing 
Field (which is supposed to be a dog free area). Barrs Lane 
is particularly bad, and generally the pavements are littered 
with dog mess, often occurring overnight during the hours of  
darkness, which indicates very clearly, at this time of  year, that 
the culprits must be residents.

Shocking posters are going to be displayed around the village 
reminding people of  the stark reasons why not picking up dog 
mess is so unacceptable and the Parish Council is looking into 
providing supplies of  poo bags at various locations. Residents 
can obtain posters from the Council Office if  they know of  a 
particular location where one would be beneficial.

Parishioners are reminded too that if  they can identify a culprit 
and they are prepared to report them, the Parish Council has a 
letter which can be sent to individuals reminding them of  their 
responsibility as a dog owner and advising that further action 
will be taken if  the problem persists.

This village is for all to enjoy, visitors and locals alike, and we all 
need to take responsibility for the cleanliness of  our streets..

Letters

Dear Shoreline,

I had a marvellous holiday in Charmouth and came across 
the summer 2013 copy of the magazine. I found the articles 
varied and very interesting, especia lly about the fossils 
found in the area. The article by Dr Sue Beckers ‘Calling all 
Metabolic Warriors’ was just what I needed to read to help 
my health situation. However, this was the second part of the 
article, the f irst part ‘Big Fat Lie’, being in the spring edition. 
Is it possible to get a copy of this article online as I would 
really like to read it. How lucky you are in Charmouth to have 
such a doctor who wants to improve people’s health. 

Thank you, 

Diana Porter

All past copies of Shoreline can be read online at  
www.charmouth.org – Ed.

 

Shoreline,

Lyme Regis Medical Centre Charmouth Surgery

I have been registered with the Lyme Practice for 
around 17 years.

I was very disappointed at the lack of services 
following the tendering exercise seven months 
ago which resulted in Virgin being selected to 
provide General Practitioner services. I have written 
to the Lyme Practice and to the Dorset Clinical 
Commissioning Group for an explanation. Both 
groups have confirmed that the responsibility lies 
with another group, NHS England. So, if you are 
concerned then you would be well advised to write to:

NHS England, PO Box 16738, Redditch B97 9PT

If you are very concerned you might be even better 
advised to transfer to The Charmouth Medical 
Practice, since that will ensure that you receive a local 
service.

Bob Hughes 

PS I have just heard from NHS England that Virgin were never 
asked to deliver services from Charmouth. NHS England 
are considering the provision of  a service, but can give no 
indication when a service might start. If  you are unhappy about 
the loss of  the service, it would be helpful to write and tell them.

  

Providing Water for Life
Water-Survival Box from Worldwaterworks Ltd co-operates 
with partner organisations such as local Rotary Clubs to 
provide water purification kits and survival items following 
natural or man-made disasters around the world. The 
charity’s main priority is the supply of  water-purification kits 
designed for families of  four who have lost their homes and 
possessions. The Water-Survival Box incorporates a hand 
pump and activated carbon filter that protects against 
water-borne disease and is filled with eating and drinking 
equipment, health and hygiene items, simple tools and 
household articles to aid survival after disasters strike. The 
charity aims to get the boxes to survivors within days, but 
each box costs £150. The local ‘View from… ‘ newspapers 
are also promoting this worthy charitable cause.

If  you would like to know more about Water-Survival Box or 
make a donation to the charity, please contact Lyme Regis 
Rotarian John McCallum at johnmccallum@metronet.co.uk
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Village Hall
Around the end of November, a couple 
of Charmouth folk mentioned in 
conversation that they guesstimated 
that the Hall would have about 16-
20 bookings a month. As I had just 
completed my monthly cerebral 
gymnastics with the accounts for 
November’s 53 bookings, I thought 
you might like to know that:

For the young/not so young energetic 
ones among you, we run three different 
types of  dance class each week and 
for building a mind/body balance, there 
is the gentler movement of  Tai Chi and 
Yoga. For the even younger energetic 
ones, the Cherubs meet on Wednesdays 
and I suspect some of  the original group 
may well be near child bearing age 
themselves by now – that’s how long 
they’ve been going!

You’ll find a different atmosphere on 
Thursdays for the ever popular puppy 
training and obedience classes and we 
have been asked if  this can be extended 
to include husbands. However, although 
reward by chocolate worked quite well, 
the exercise and discipline techniques 
did not!

Lynda White is well known to many for 
her artistic talent, her patience, her skill 
as a teacher and her workshops and her 
Friday groups continue to be very well 
supported here. And for gentler social 
groups, there’s whist and Friendship 
Club.

From January, we welcome the 
Charmouth choir for some of  its 
rehearsals and thank them in advance for 
their contribution to the costs of  tuning 
our piano.

In addition to these regular activities, 
there are the talks, coffee mornings, 
quizzes and fund raisers, parties (many 
Charmouth mums can then collapse 

gratefully in the comfort of  their own 
homes without the hassle of  having 
to clear up first!), band rehearsals, 
elections and the Village Gardeners’ 
Show.

We try to keep our rental charges and 
running costs low so the use of  the Hall 
may be accessible across the board but, 
for 2014, we are planning to modernise 
the toilets, buy new curtains and display 
photographs of  the activities there, on 
the walls.

So please continue to support us and for 
bookings and further information about 
the activities, do contact me on 560615.

Warm New Year wishes to everyone.

Gill Savage

St Andrew’s 
Community Hall

The main hall has many uses. It has 
a polished, wood sprung floor and 
boasts a stage suitable for theatre 
productions and concerts. The premises 
are equipped to cater for functions of  
up to 100 seated diners and 150 when 
plays, pantomimes or concerts are being 
staged. A staffed, licensed bar can be 
made available on request.

Badminton, Short Mat Bowls and 
Tae Kwon-Do are some of  the sports 
regularly played and various exercise 
classes are held weekly. Dog training and 
art classes are also offered. 

The Club Room is a smaller space, 
connected to the kitchen by a serving 
hatch. This room is ideal for meetings 
and smaller gatherings such as 
fundraising lunches and teas.

For bookings and more information 
please contact Lesley Bowditch  
home 560962 work 560572

Charmouth Youth 
Club

Apart from being a very successful Youth 
Club with over 30 junior members, the 
premises are also rented out regularly for 
Pilates, Tai Chi, Step Aerobics and Body 
Conditioning (or legs,bums and tums 
circuit training) as it is a great fitness 
venue.

The club boasts a large sports hall 
which has underfloor heating and can 
offer basketball, football, badminton and 
a pool table. There is a well equipped 
kitchen and modern loos. It is an ideal 
space for children’s parties.

For bookings or more information contact 
Ken Darling 07879 343686

St Andrew’s Community Hall

During the past few weeks there has been considerable 
activity at the Community Hall, as the very successful 
fundraising by the Committee over the past 9 months, 

has enabled the various maintenance and improvement 
projects to proceed. The new hot air heating system which 
includes air conditioning for the summer has been installed 
and is now fully operational in time for the winter. All the 
new replacement double glazed windows have also been 
fitted on both sides of the hall to match those on the new 
extension. Blinds for the windows are also on order and 
should be fitted shortly.

The hall will now be comfortably warm for those using it and 
more soundproof  and the benefits of  this were truly felt at the 
first of  the fundraising Christmas Sunday lunches on the 8th 

Jurassic Art and  
Craft Fayre

Christmas came to the Heritage 
Coast Centre on the 30th 
November and 1st December with 
the annual Art and Craft Fayre. 
In addition to the raffle and the 
stall selling items donated by the 
Friends of the Heritage Centre, 
twelve stall holders, the majority 
local makers, sold their variety 
of wares over the two days. More 
than £600 was raised, providing 
much needed funds for the 
Heritage Coast Centre which is a 
charity. Thanks to the many who 
helped to make the weekend so 
successful. 

Jan Coleman

December. The Christmas lunches have been as popular as 
ever this year with over 150 attending the two lunches.

The next project to be undertaken shortly is the installation 
of  solar panels to provide free electricity for the new heating 
system and hopefully generate some extra income from the 
surplus electricity produced.

Although the Committee are working extremely hard on the 
various regular fund raising events any further donations 
towards the cost of  these significant improvements would 
be gratefully received. Donations should be forwarded to the 
Treasurer Mr Jeff  Prosser at Sycamore House, The Street 
Charmouth DT6 6PE. 

Mike Smith
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Dr Alex Coleman
Alex is a local boy who went to Charmouth Primary School 
and had many interests in the village during his childhood. 
He developed an active interest in science during his time at 
Colyton Grammar School, Devon. From this, he decided to 
study Biology and Chemistry for A-level. Alex then went on to 
study Biology at the University of  Bath, Somerset, for three 
years, where he was awarded an upper second class honours 
degree. During this time he specialised mainly in plant science, 
entomology and virology. 

After his degree, Alex decided to take a year off  his studies. 
During this time, he did a series of  casual jobs for six months 
before embarking on a round-the-world trip for six months, 
visiting Japan, Australia, New Zealand, Fiji, the United States 
and Canada before returning home.

Alex successfully applied for a PhD position at the John Innes 
Centre in Norwich, Norfolk, one of  the leading plant science, 
genetics and microbiology institutes in the world. During his 
four year PhD, Alex worked on a plant virus called Turnip 
yellows virus (TuYV), which is economically significant in 
oilseed rape crops (his research was part funded by the Home 
Grown Cereals Authority). This virus is transmitted by aphids; 
small, sap-sucking insect pests. Alex investigated the impact 
of  the virus on oilseed rape yield as well as the quality of  the 
oil produced. Alex also pioneered methods to investigate gene 
function in aphids to improve fundamental understanding of  
virus transmission by insects. One of  the highlights of  the PhD 
was the opportunity to present his work at the International 
Congress of  Molecular Plant-Microbe Interactions in Kyoto, 
Japan. Alex successfully defended his thesis in October 2013 
and was awarded his doctorate. He has published a paper and 
book chapter with more on the way.

Alex is now moving to Munich in Germany to begin a 
postdoctoral research position at the Technical University of  
Munich. He initially plans to assess how diseases of  barley 
affect the quality of  its malt for brewing. He wishes to continue 
working in the area of  plant pathology, crop protection and food 
security.

Charmouth’s Community Hall 
Plays Host to Bowls Club 

Annual Presentation Dinner
On Saturday 2nd November 44 members and guests of  
Charmouth’s long established Bowls Club had the pleasure 
of  a superb three-course dinner at the Community Hall in 
Lower Sea Lane. The excellent meal, the catering for which 
was undertaken by the Hall’s very own voluntary catering team 
led by Marilyn Waterson was followed by the presentation of  
the Club’s annual trophies. Club Chairman Jim Greenhalgh 
welcomed everyone and thanking all those who had supported 
the evening said that the Club was delighted to be able to make 
use of  such an excellent village facility, particularly since the 
proceeds of  the dinner would go towards the much needed 
Hall funds.

The Club Captain, Ivan Marks then proceeded to make the 
presentations to winning members and to highlight the work 
undertaken by many in the village who make it the wonderful 
community that it is. He went on to remind guests that the 
Bowling season would start again in April 2014 and hoped that 
the many activities of  the Club would encourage more of  our 
village residents (and those from the greater area) to come 
along and join us.

Jim Greenhalgh, Chairman

CHARMOUTH 
WEATHER 
2013
These are the weather 
statistics for Charmouth 
from mid-January to the 
end of  November, recorded 
on my automatic weather 
station located in Gardenside, 
Charmouth. Although there has been 
the odd error (it currently shows a wind gust of  163 kph in 
November, probably caused by electrical interference) it seems 
to give a reasonable representation of  our weather. 

Hottest Day 27.9°C (82°F)  9th July

Coldest Day -2.4°C (28°F)  12th March

Wettest Day 23.9mm  27th October

Windiest Day 84kph ( 52mph)  27th October

Total Precipitation  697mm (27½ inches) 

A full, day by day history can be found at www.wunderground.

com, just enter IDORSETC8 in the location box.

Bill Burn 
See the weather station at www.charmouth.org/charmouth_
village/weather.php

SMALL BUSINESS OFFICES  
TO LET

Tel: 01297 560033 
www.thecourtcharmouth.co.uk

The Court - Charmouth



8   SHORELINE WINTER 2014 / ISSUE 24

 From Charmouth to Sognefjord, Norway

Friends Mary, Patsy and Janie answered my ad 
in Shoreline about a trip to Fjord Norway. So in 
September we found ourselves on the express 

catamaran to Leikanger, in Sognefjord. It’s a five hour 
journey among the small islands and skerries, then 
onwards down the fjord to Leikanger, near Sogndal. It’s 
beautiful in good weather and we were lucky, with calm 
seas as well.

We stayed at the Leikanger Fjord Hotel, with magnificent views 
of  the fjords, and took day trips from there by boat, bus, ferries 
and car during the week. Our trips included a boat trip to the 
beautiful Kvikne Hotel at Balestrand; a car trip to an arm of  the 
huge Jostedals glacier; a visit to Sogndal and its interesting 
indoor and outdoor Sognemuseum; a boat trip down Aurland 
fjord to Flaam, a favourite cruise ship destination, and a day trip 
by car and ferry to the wonderful Stave church in Olden. We 
were lucky, and had only one very wet day during the week.

The boat trip back to Bergen went well, and the weather was 
hot in Bergen - an unusual and welcome bonus. It’s a clean and 
interesting small city by the sea – well worth a visit! 

Is Norway expensive? Well, alcohol is, but otherwise it was only 
a bit pricier than the UK. Will Patsy, Mary and Janie go there 
again? Well, you’ll have to ask them…

“We had such a wonderful holiday in Norway with Jackie, our 
knowledgeable guide. She could speak the language fluently 
and share with us all the amazing places she knew so well…” 
Patsy

“Fjords, fjords, fjords. Fabulous friends. Ferries. Friendly folk. 
Fishing. And Flaam.” Janie

“Thank you Jackie for a wonderful holiday and for looking after 
us so well.” Mary

Jackie Moody

The Jigsaw Puzzle
The reaction to the partly completed jigsaw puzzle in 
Charmouth Central (Community Library) has been very 
mixed. Some people regard them as quite compelling – if  
they start, they’ll want to continue until finished (or the library 
closes); others have linked such puzzles with childhood 
activities when ill in bed and therefore don’t care to get 
involved.

Fortunately the majority of  those visiting the library like the 
idea of  a puzzle to which anyone can contribute. If  they visit 
regularly they can see the picture emerging and, as yet, 
all the puzzles have had interesting pictures on them such 
as steam trains or nature scenes. So far we have avoided 
the double-sided types with pictures of  baked beans – just 
baked beans!

Jigsaw puzzles seem to be rather old-fashioned pastimes 
but they have many advantages for children and adults alike; 
they require many skills. Far from being a waste of  time, the 
brain is working hard with processes including perception 
(sensing and interpreting), memory, attention, thinking 
and language. Physical skills needed include hand-eye 
coordination, fine motor movements using the fingers and 
manipulation of  small pieces into their correct places.

The relevant intellectual skills include: 

Recognition and understanding of  parts of  a picture and 
how they can be built into a whole

Colour, texture and shape recognition, comparison and 
matching (sometimes with very subtle clues)

Shape orientation (the picture as well as puzzle pieces)

Attention to detail and concentration

Short-term memory involved with remembering what you 

have just looked at and placing pieces correctly

Long-term memory for the general characteristics of  objects, 
people and scenes, including recognition of  parts

Strategic thinking (e.g. edge pieces first); logic and 
reasoning, possibly trial and error tactics

Naming of  parts of  objects and/or discussion of  where 
certain pieces might go as well as voicing reminiscences 
about the pictures

So while jigsaw puzzles may seem boring or useless to 
some, the mental processes they encourage are numerous 
and varied. Age-appropriate puzzles are excellent 
pastimes for young children in early developmental stages 
(particularly 2 – 7 years) as well as for adults, including the 
very elderly, who can benefit from the pleasure involved in 
the achievement of  completion as well as all-round mental 
stimulation. Who needs special brain-training kits?

Rosalind Cole
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3.5%. Water salinity can range from zero to greater than 50ppt 
and will range from brackish to normal in an estuary or coastal 
lagoon depending on the amount of  fresh water entering and 
whether there is any tidal connection with the sea. The Fleet 
behind Chesil Bank, for example, ranges from 10-20ppt at the 
Abbotsbury end to 20-35ppt at the Portland end.

When evaporation concentrates the salty water, crystals start 
to precipitate, first gypsum, then halite – a lot more salt than 
gypsum. 

Calcium sulphate, as gypsum, initially includes two water 
molecules but these are lost when geological burial takes 
place. It then becomes the mineral anhydrite, better known 
as alabaster, long used in sculptures and monumental tombs. 

There are several in our Dorset churches. Gypsum is a mineral 
mined for making plaster. Plaster of  Paris is powdered gypsum 
(40 million years old) originally extracted from quarries and 
mines in the Montmartre area. The blackboard “chalk” our 
teachers would hurl at us boys chattering at the back of  the 
class is also gypsum – a harder substitute for real chalk.

What about the Charmouth Salt – Recent?

Salt was the only food preservative until the Middle Ages 
and many coastal settlements produced salt from seawater. 
Budleigh Salterton gets its name from salt pans by the Otter 
estuary run by the Otterton Priory. Sherborne Abbey had “salt 
boiling rights” in Lyme Regis. “What about Charmouth?” I hear 
you say - the Domesday Book lists 16 Salt workers among the 
population. I bet none of  them considered digging a hole 400 
yards deep…

Geoff Townson

Charmouth Salt - Ancient & Recent
Let’s bore a hole down by Charmouth beach! What will we 

find? First, some of  that Lower Jurassic clay we see in the 

cliffs, underlain by the Blue Lias of  Lyme Regis, the Triassic 

White Lias limestone of  Pinhay Bay, in turn underlain by the 

green then red mudstones seen east of  Seaton and Sidmouth. 

When we get to a depth of  370 metres (400 yards), we will find 

a layer of  rock salt about 30 metres thick. This layer thickens 

eastwards in southern Dorset, proven in the nearby Marshwood 

exploration well of  1973 and in ten other boreholes, e.g. on the 

Isle of  Portland in 2006 and near Swanage in 1989. 

This salt is 220 million years old, deposited when Charmouth 

was at Saharan latitudes far from any sea. It formed by 

evaporation of  desert lakes fed by rivers containing chemicals 

dissolved during erosion of  the surrounding hills. Such salt-

flats exist in today’s deserts, rich in salt and gypsum – the latter 

sometimes forming beautiful crystals known as Desert Roses.

Lakes can evaporate but so can large seas, for example the 

Mediterranean Sea dried out almost completely 5-6 million 

years ago, resulting in salt and gypsum deposits up to 800m 

thick. This salt is seen at the surface in Sicily, northeast Libya, 

Italy and southern Spain. The desert basin, over 2km below sea 

level, was eventually refilled when the Atlantic flooded back in – 

what a sight that would have been!

So what is seawater?

Ocean seawater has an average salinity of  35ppt. This means 

35 parts per thousand, which means 35 grams of  dissolved 

chemicals in 1000 grams of  seawater (a litre milk bottle), i.e. 

Desert Roses 
Tunissia

One litre of Seawater contains 35 grams of 
dissolved chemicals

Order 
Ppt‘d

Wt 
gms

Chemical Name & Formula Mineral 
Name

1st 3 Calcium Sulphate  
CaSO4

Gypsum

2nd 30 Sodium Chloride  
NaCI

Halite 
(salt)

3rd 2
Magnesium (Mg)  

Potassium (K)  
Minor other

“Other 
salts”

Brine 
Hypersaline

50+  
ppt

Brine pools  
Playa Lakes

Dead Sea 340 ppt 
Great Salt Lake 
Utah 50 - 270 ppt

Saline  
Normal

30 - 50 
ppt

Seawater  
Salt Lakes

Red Sea 40 ppt 
The Med 38 ppt 
Av, sea 35 ppt

Brackish 
Hyposaline

0.5 - 30 
ppt

Estuaries  
Mangrove swamps  
Brackish seas, 
lakes & swamps

Black Sea 18 ppt 
Baltic Sea 8 ppt

Fresh 0 - 0.5 
ppt

Ponds, Lakes, 
Rivers & Streams

Tap water 0.1 ppt
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Dolphin House - Sir Charles Innes, Governor of  
Burma lived here!

A History of  the 
Row of  cottages 
that are Dolphin 

House, Grasmere 
& Fountain

As you climb The Street towards the top 
on the right-hand side are three adjoining 
cottages set back with their pretty front 
gardens. I will attempt to tell their story 
as far as I can from the records and 
information I have been able to glean 
about them so far. 

It was in 1297 that the Abbot of  Forde 
who owned the Village of  Charmouth 
decided to create a Borough out of  it. 
The original document has survived and 
forms part of  a Cartulary kept at Forde 
Abbey. It records “Those wishing to build 
within these bounds plots measuring 4 
perches by 20 perches, by the view of  
the monks’ bailiff, rendering 6d a year 
for each burgage in equal portions at 
Michaelmas and Easter“. 

The 1841 Tithe map is valuable, as if  
you add the area of  the plot (t.no.70) 
on which the neighbouring “The Stone 
House” (t.no.69) stands to the plot 
making up the 3 properties, the area 
approximates to that of  one of  the 
burgage plots (80 perches). The wall to 
the north still exists and fragments of  the 
boundary walls can still be seen.

The earliest record of  the properties 
according to the historian Reginald 
Pavey appears in the deeds to “The 
Stone House” to the east, which refer 
to an Indenture of  March 1657,” for a 
term of  800 years between Edward 
Melpley and Nicholas Clegg and William 
Armstrong, which said that on the west 
was a little cottage, stable and garden 
with a tenement or burgage in the 
tenure of  A. Bolston”. The Protestation 
List in 1641 records a Balstone living in 
the village. The first Poor Rates list for 
1754 show that the Lord of  the Manor 
at that time - Richard Henvill - paying 
for a property known as “Balsons”. The 
earliest parish record for the family is in 
1681 when William Balstone is buried 
and in 1705 Elizabeth Balstone is laid 
to rest. Then there is a big jump to 1797 
when George Balstone, son of  Samuel 
is baptised. From this we can gather 
that there was definitely a property here 
from at least the mid 17th century, which 
belonged to the Balstone family. But at 
present the whole of  the 18th Century is 
a blank for the three properties, but that 
could change if  I can locate any early 
deeds. But in the next century it is much 
easier to trace ownership as Charmouth 

is fortunate in that the Dorset Record 
Office has a run of  Land Taxes from 
1780 until 1832 and Poor Rates that are 
more detailed from 1800 until 1832. Then 
there is a jump to 1841, which is the year 
of  the first Census and the Tithe Map, 
which are much more accurate. Even 
so, houses rarely have names on these 
lists and it is a process of  elimination 
to pinpoint them. The Tithe Map gives 
us the best clues as it shows both 
owners and occupiers of  properties. In 
this case, Tithe Number 70 represents 
all three buildings and their gardens, 
which are owned by representatives of  
Francis Hyde. It then records that John 
Freeman and others occupy them. In 
the same year the first accurate Census 
for the country appeared and provides 
a tremendous amount of  information 
on the families living there in that year. 
It shows that Sarah Kennaway, aged 
65,is renting Lynwood (Dolphin House) 
with her servants - Ann Knight and Ann 
Hunter. Sophia Freeman, aged just 18, 
is at Grasmere with a servant. Elizabeth 
Leach, aged 30, of  independent means, 
is renting Omega House (Fountain 
Cottage), with Mary Richards and Jane 
How as her servants. 

From this information I have slowly been 
able to work both ways from 1841 to 
provide a history of  the group of  houses 
over two centuries. The most amazing 
conclusion is that one family were to own 
them for over 100 years. The first member 
was John Ridges who originated from 
Kenilworth in Warwickshire. They were 
very wealthy and his brother and family 
appear on a list for the town paying a tax 
for their hair powder in 1795. John comes 
to Charmouth in 1785 by purchasing or 
inheriting a house and orchard. He then 
prospers and the Poor Rates show him 
buying a number of  other properties 
over the years that he rents out. His 
name appears regularly on Voters 
lists for Dorset and is described as a 
Gentleman. His first daughter, Dianna, 
is baptised in 1797 in the village Church 
and they go on to have at least another 
three children, but sadly his wife Mary 
dies in 1807. Their eldest daughter 
marries Josiah Hyde, a Surgeon living 
in Kenilworth in 1815. John Ridges is 
buried in 1823 and his long Will provides 
a mass of  information concerning the 

many properties he owns, which include 
a number in Charmouth. He provides 
details of  whom he bought them 
from and his tenants. He is especially 
generous to his housekeeper and her 
daughter and provides them with an 
annuity. The bulk of  his estate was to 
go to his daughter Diana, who would 
have been 26 at the time and married to 
Josiah Hyde, living as a Surgeon’s wife 
in Kenilworth. He instructs John Knight 
of  Axminster to be the Trustee and the 
Poor Rates for the next few years show 
the tenants paying their rents to him. It 
is interesting to see that the Knights own 
the neighbouring “Stone House” which 
they rent out to Robert Sweeting, who is 
also a Surgeon. Amongst his tenants is 
a Robert Kennaway described as Esq. 
in an 1830 directory of  the time, which 
is also the year of  his death and his 
wife, Sarah who continues renting from 
the executors. She is later shown in the 
1841 Census as being of  independent 
means aged 65, and was employing Ann 
Knight and Ann Gunter as servants at the 
property. She died in 1855 aged 81 and 
left a considerable Estate as is shown 
by her Will which is kept at The Public 
Record Office. 

It has been difficult at this stage to 
find out more about Diana and her 
husband, Josiah Hyde. No doubt she 
lived a comfortable life in Kenilworth 
and trustees ran the estate her father 
had provided. The Church records later 
record her and her husband returning 
to Charmouth to baptise their daughter, 
Mary in 1821.

The 1851 Census provides information 
on the three properties we are looking 
at in that year. Sarah Kennaway is still 
living at Omega, but she is to die aged 
81, four years later. Her neighbour at 
Grasmere is Elizabeth, wife of  the late 
John Freeman, and Lynwood is shown 
as being unoccupied. The next Census 
for 1861 reveals that Diana Hyde, now 
aged 74, has returned back to live in 
her childhood home, with her three 
unmarried daughters – Louisa, Annie 
and Helen. She is probably living 
at Lynwood House and renting the 
adjoining Grasmere House. A decade 
later shows them all continuing to live in 
the same house. Mary Hunt appears to 
be renting the adjoining house from her 
and is described as a Lodging House 
Keeper. But in 1872, Diana Hyde, dies 
aged 73 and is buried at St. Andrew’s 
Church in Charmouth, leaving Helen and 
Louisa to inherit her estate. Both sisters 
continue to live in the village. Louisa in 
a property next to the Elms, which was 
known as Miss Hyde’s Cottage, and 
was demolished shortly after she died 
in 1900. Her sister, Helen was to carry 
on living at Lynwood House and renting 
out “Grasmere”. Both owned a number 

Fountain Cottage, Grasmere and Dolphin House in 1875
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of  other houses in the village including 
Wistaria and the Retreat. 

The 1881 Census reveals George Pavey, 
a retired Surgeon, aged 46 renting 
Grasmere. His son Reginald was to 
retire young and become Charmouth`s 
great historian and in his notes he writes: 
“When my father came to Charmouth in 
1877 with my mother and two sisters he 
rented ‘Grasmere”, the first house on the 
north side of  ‘The Street’ below ‘Portland 
House’, from Miss Hyde, with stables and 
coach house. The latter were converted 
into a laundry with a nursery upstairs. 
The yard in front was cobbled with a 
sink in the centre. The double gates still 
stand but are part of  the railings. My 
sister Marguerite and I were both born 
in ‘Grasmere” and as the house became 
too small the family moved to ‘The Limes’ 
with our nurse Sarah Prince (Teddy) who 
remained with us for over forty years”. 

A decade later, Helen now aged 68 
is still living at Lynwood, but with no 
record of  her tenant in the census. The 
1895 Poor Rates list still show Grasmere 
empty. I am not sure as to when Helen 
Hyde passed away, but Reginald Pavey 
writes: “At the end of  the century Richard 
Oliver bought the one-time stables 
and called it ‘Omega’ as it was the last 
house he intended to buy. He turned 
it into a dwelling-house, removed the 
cobblestones and altered the entrance. 
The thatch was removed about the same 
time”. This would make sense, as there 
are references to a coach house and the 
1875 photograph shows Omega with a 
wide double door on the left with large 
gates leading up to it. 

The beginning of  the 20th century 
shows William Belcher who at just 39, 
is described as a retired Brewer from 
Burton on Trent living at Grasmere. Mary 
Knott, aged 40, is living with her sisters 
- Anne and Agnes Willis at Omega. 
Lynwood House is empty, but by 1903 
Kelly’s Directory for the village show 
Charles Innes living there. Trustees of  the 
Hyde family may well have still owned the 
properties as I located in a newspaper 
dated 1914 an interesting item referring 
to the houses. It records an Auction of  
Charmouth properties that included - 
“Grasmere” let at £30 per annum, which 
went for £425 and “Omega House”, let 
at £18 per annum which sold for £225. A 
directory for the same year shows: Major 
Hubert Innes (Omega), Mrs Susan Bush 
(Grasmere), Charles Alexander Innes 
(Lynwood House). Susan Bush was to live 
in the house until she died in 1949. Her 
father Charles lived next door until his 
death in 1920 and his obituary reads as 
follows: “Death of  a Crimean and Indian 
Mutiny Veteran – The death occurred 
recently at Lynwood, Charmouth of  
Deputy-Surgeon C.A. Innes, M.D., A.M.D. 
(retired), in his 8th year. Dr. Innes was 
present at the siege and capture of  
Sebastopol in 1855, receiving the medal 
with clasp and the Turkish medal. In 
1856 he joined the 52nd (Oxford) Light 
Infantry, and proceeded with them to 

India and as present at the siege and 
assault of  Delhi, his regiment furnishing 
the storming party of  the Kashmir 
Gate. He received the medal and was 
promoted in recognition of  his services. 
He also served for many years with the 
16th (Queen’s) Lancers. He was the 
surviving son of  Lieutenant Alexander 
Innes, 42nd Highlanders (Black Watch). 
M.K.W. who fought at the battle of  Quatre 
Bras and Waterloo”. 

His son was Sir Charles Alexander 
Innes, KCSI, CIE, born in 1874, served 
as Governor of  Burma from December 
1927 to December 1932. He received 
the Companion in The Most Eminent 
Order of  the Indian Empire in 1921 and 
the KCSI (Knight Commander of  the 
Order of  the Star of  India) three years 
later. In 1934 the newspapers record 
his youngest son, Maxwell marrying 
Kathleen Mary, younger daughter of  
the late Sheriff  William Harvey and Mrs. 
Harvey, of  Gloucester Road, Regents 
Park. He continued to live in his father’s 
former house – Lynwood until his death 
in 1959. Afterwards Emily Bertha Gayner 
is shown living at “Lynwood” later 
renamed “Dolphin House”. She was born 
in Cambridge in 1886 - the daughter 
of  Charles, F.R.S. and Caroline Emily 
Bertha Heycock and marries Dr Gayner 
in 1907, with whom she had five children. 
She was the sister of  Olive Heycock 
who married Douglas Pass and lived at 
Wootton Fitzpaine Manor. She died in 
Aldeburgh in 1975 aged 89.

This is an abstract from “Memorials of  
Life at Wootton” by Philippa Hill, daughter 
of  Douglas Pass. “Another special person 
much loved at Wootton, was Aunt B. 
Visits to her home at Dolphin House were 
very exciting with so many stairs going 
up and up and the cuckoo clock with its 
long pendulum hanging so far down. I 
stayed there once along with Aunt B’s 
granddaughter Caroline and I don’t 
remember much except picking plums, 
which I think we reached climbing up the 
wall, so they may well have been in the 
neighbour’s garden! I think that was also 
the holiday that we used the old lookout 
hut as our changing hut at the beach and 
it is of  course still there”. 

Dolphin House was then bought by 
Arthur & Jean Davy in 1977 and in the 
same year the Electoral Roll for the 
village show Katherine Kennedy living 
at Grasmere and Barry & Diana Stork 
at Omega. Katherine had formerly lived 
at Fern Hill with her husband. In more 
recent years Omega has had its named 
changed to Fountain Cottage, after the 
ancient Inn that stood opposite and is 
now Charmouth House. 

I wish to thank Gill Savage and Rosemary 
Earl for their help and enthusiasm in 
getting me to put down in print my 
findings on both their houses.

Neil Mattingly

To find out more about Dolphin House, 
Grasmere, and Fountain Cottage and 
other aspects of  Charmouth`s colourful 
history, I recommend that you go to my 
website: www.freshford.com/charmouth_
home.htm

Charles Alexander Innes (1831-1920)

Sir Charles Innes (1874-1959) - Governor of Burma

CHARMOUTH 
HOSPITAL OPENS
“One of those excellent institutions on a 

small scale is about to be established at 

this place, to be supported by voluntary 

subscription. A House has been taken, 

capable of receiving a few patients, in 

which a nurse will reside. It will be under 

the Superintendence of Mr. Norris, surgeon 

(originator of scheme) and a committee.”  

21st February 1867

Neil Mattingly



12   SHORELINE WINTER 2014 / ISSUE 24

News from St. Andrew’s Church

We have enjoyed two outstanding 
Services during this autumn period, 
both of which have been brilliantly 

supported by village youth organisations. It 
has been very encouraging to have  
St. Andrew’s Church well filled with Scouts, 
Cubs, Beavers and Brownies!

The first of  these was our Harvest Festival Service. The church 
was beautifully decorated by our team of  flower ladies. There 
was also a large amount of  harvest produce, mainly in the form 
of  fruit and vegetables. Much of  it was used as raw material to 
create the most ingenious animals, birds, insects and vehicles! 
Through the inspired (and delicate) use of  cocktail sticks 
the creatures were given detachable heads, arms and legs. 
Special eyes were inserted in some to also produce some 
scary monsters! The boats, aeroplanes and tractors were real 
works of  art! There must have been 60 – 80 of  these harvest 
Creations to be blessed in the Service! I invited every young 
person in the Service to come to the front, select their favourite, 
hold it aloft, and then I gave thanks to God for their creative 
talents! I borrowed some of  them to use in school assemblies 
during the following week.

The second special Service I’d like to describe was on 
Remembrance Sunday. We had the biggest attendance at this 
village Service in my five years as Rector, aided by some very 
pleasant November weather. Thanks to a very well organised 
rehearsal the actual logistics of  the Service went perfectly. 
The Ladies from the Royal British Legion fulfilled their roles 
perfectly in the ceremony, readings and prayers. I spoke about 
the realities of  war, with stories from the more recent Falkland 
Islands conflict. I wanted the young people to realise that 
although it may be fun to play war games on their computers, 
real warfare is dangerous, painful and bloody. So we must all 
play our part as Christians to work for peace and reconciliation 
wherever this is possible. God desires a peaceful world too, 
and this will help us through His Spirit to do what is necessary 
to achieve it.

We can chalk up another successful FreeXchange Café during 
the autumn. This was the second in our intended bimonthly 
series of  Saturday morning cafes, and we estimated around 
130+ attended at some point between 10am and midday. The 
concept of  bringing items for people to take away free, and 

then feeling free to take other items of  greater use seems to be 
attractive to all generations! Plus enjoyment of  the very high 
quality coffee and pastries! Despite making no charge, the 
generosity of  donations has meant that we have made a profit, 
which can go to support local village organisations.

Moving on to the plans for the reordering of  the interior of  the 
church. The PCC have now unanimously decided to reprioritise 
our intentions. Top priority will be ensuring we have a perfectly 
functioning heating system. Our architect has initiated a 
thorough survey on its condition – and we will use our limited 
funds to ensure the system runs as well as it can. As part of  the 
replacement of  some of  the pipework we still aim to remove the 
side pews and relay the floor. The next priority is to redecorate 
the interior, which I’m sure you will agree looks very shabby at 
the moment. The estimated cost of  all this is likely to be £40-
50,000.

Our financial situation is, I’m afraid to say, tighter than ever. Our 
payment to the Diocese in 2013 was around £11,000 to help 
pay for the two stipendiary clergy in the Golden Cap Team. But 
we have had to use some of  our precious reserves in order to 
pay over the full amount. Contrary to what many think, our local 
parish receives no money from the central Church of  England 
authorities for the upkeep of  our building. So this is why fund 
raising events such as the Christmas Bazaar on 30th November 
in the St. Andrew’s Community Hall are so vital. I want to 
thank everyone who helped us with this occasion – it was very 
successful, and raised between £400 and £500. If  you would 
like to add your contribution towards the fabric upkeep of  
St. Andrew’s Church, then do please feel free to contact our 
Treasurer, Audrey Worth, on 560194.

Finally, St. Andrew’s is in discussion with neighbouring parishes 
in our Gold Cap Team in Lyme Regis, Morecombelake and 
Chideock, to discover ways in which our four parishes can work 
more closely together for mutual advantage. Ideas currently 
being discussed for 2014 include: a BBC style of  “Big Sing”, 
Pilgrimage Walks along our Trail, joint publicity of  services, 
collaboration on FreeXchange Cafes, a ‘Green Festival’, greater 
support for Local Food Banks, a joint Pastoral Care Visiting 
Team. If  you have suggestions regarding any of  these, then do 
please let us know! 

Revd Stephen Skinner, Team Rector

Free Exchange Café takes off  
in Charmouth

Charmouth’s second “Free eXchange Cafe” took place on 
Saturday 9th November at St Andrew’s Church. The event 
is a franchise of the successful café that has been run in 
Whitchurch Canonicorum for the last three years. The aim 
is to provide a regular space for local people to freecycle 
garden produce, school uniforms, plants and seeds, 
furniture and almost anything else. 

The freecycling runs alongside a pop-up café serving free 
coffee and pastries, which is an integral and important part of  
the event. Caroline Linney, one of  the organisers said, “People 
are always amazed at how we can offer such lovely food and 
great quality coffee for free, but we want to offer a place where 
people can come and enjoy a drink and a snack, read the 
papers, have a chat and ideally take away something useful 
– all at zero cost”. The café is funded through donations and 
certainly attracted plenty of  local interest with a real buzz to the 
church throughout the morning.

The free nature of  the exchange café pleasantly surprised 
many of  those who attended. “It’s great to see so many people 

here and to see the church rediscovering its place in the local 
community”, said Revd. Stephen Skinner, Team Rector of  the 
Golden Cap Team of  Churches. “I am sure that the café will 
continue to thrive and grow during 2014”. 

The Free Exchange Café is held every other month in 
Charmouth. The next one will be in late January or February 
2014. If  you would like to know more about the next café date or 
would like to help, please contact Edward on (01297) 560241 or 
even better – “Like” it in Facebook under “Free Exchange Cafe”.

Edward Pemberton
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William Buckland: 
‘the Nutty 
Professor’

(the world’s first 
palaeontologist) 

Part 2.

In part one I mentioned that William 
Buckland was the first person to 
officially describe and name a species 
of  ‘Dinosaur’ (Megalosaurus) although 
the term ‘Dinosaur’ was not coined until 
1841. It was a younger contemporary 
of  Bucklands’, Richard Owen who first 
proposed the term and it is derived from 
the Greek, meaning ‘Terrible Lizard’.

The next milestone in the emergence 
of  the young science of  Palaeontology 
came in 1828/29 when Mary Anning 
unearthed the first British specimen of  
what was to prove to be a very primitive 
(i.e. early) flying reptile; the Pterodactyl 
(later named Dimorphodon macronyx). 
This was a significant discovery. However 
women were not permitted into the 
hallowed surroundings of  the Geological 
Society in London and so it was William 
who initially purchased the fossil and 
presented the findings to the Society in 
February 1829 and in his usual colourful, 
sensationalist way he described the 
creature thus: “…..in short, a monster 
resembling nothing that has ever been 
seen or heard of  upon earth excepting 
the dragons of  romance and heraldry”.

Meanwhile back in Dorset, it seems that 
the period 1829-1830 was a particularly 
fertile one for fossil finds around Lyme 
Regis and Charmouth. Mary Anning 
described (in a letter to William) the 
Plesiosaur she found in late 1830 as 
“Most beautiful.”

The poverty and plight of  rural 
communities was not lost on William 
and besides his gastronomic 
experimentations (mentioned in Part 1), 
he also acquired several farm holdings 
and he set up allotments for local 
labourers. He carried out experiments on 
soil drainage and crop rotation in order 
to try to improve yields. His efforts did 
not go un-noticed; in 1831 the British 
Association for the Advancement of  
Science was inaugurated and William 
became its first president. As with 
the Geological Society, the Steering 
Committee soon debated whether or not 
women should be allowed to join and the 
surprising response from William himself  
(bearing in mind his connections with 
Mary Anning as well as his avid fossil-
collecting wife) was an emphatic “NO”! 
He stated that if  ladies were permitted to 
attend meetings, things would deteriorate 
into nothing more than dilettante 
gatherings! 

It is sad to note that none of  Mary 
Anning’s own finds were named after her; 
she had allowed William to announce, 
name (and take the glory) for all her 
major finds. Maybe, in part recompense, 
William did manage to arrange through 
the British Association, an annuity of  
£25 a year (equivalent today of  about 
£850) in 1835 but his attitude does seem 
contradictory. 

William had been ordained as the Canon 
of  Christ Church, Oxford in 1825 (a very 
lucrative living) but he continued with 
his Geological studies and the lectures 
in Mineralogy as well. During this time 
he was also working on his Treatise: 
Geology and Mineralogy published 
in 1836. It was an opus work that he 
intended should prove definitively “the 
Power, Wisdom and Goodness of  God 
as manifest in the Creation”. It also 
established him as one of  the foremost 
academics of  his day. 

His travels included visits to Switzerland 
to study glaciers and he was able to put 
forward theories regarding sedimentation 
and deposition which still stand up 
to scrutiny today. This represented 
a turnaround in his understanding 
of  geological processes for he had 
always been a champion in favour of  
the ‘Great Biblical Flood’ theory but 
the sedimentation of  material through 
glaciation processes came as a 
revelation to him.

The next period of  his life took yet 
another twist; one that surprised even 
William himself, for in 1845 he was 
appointed as Dean of  Westminster. He 
seems to have turned slightly away from 
the life of  a scientific researcher and 
concentrated upon his religious career, 

practical sermons and educational 
reform. He did still find time to do some 
lecturing at Oxford but seems to have 
become a little dis-illusioned with the 
slow progress that the Natural Sciences 
were making in the academic sphere (it 
was certainly not obligatory for students 
to study these subjects). Meanwhile 
his ever-supportive wife Mary taught 
Geography in the local village school.

He became quite ill late in 1849 and 
quickly withdrew from public life. Then in 
1850 he was struck down with dementia 
aged just 66. He gradually got worse and 
was later confined to a mental asylum in 
Clapham where he died in August 1856. 
He did have the last laugh though for 
when the grave digger came to excavate 
the plot he had reserved, it proved to be 
a hidden outcrop of  Jurassic limestone 
and explosives had to be used to make 
the grave! William must have known 
about this spot….at least its fun to think 
that he did and that would have appealed 
to his sense of  humour too!

In his prime, William was a fun-loving 
man who managed to make science 
entertaining as well. It is a very special 
skill to be able to impart scientific 
knowledge in an engaging way whilst at 
the same time neither ‘dumbing-down’ 
the subject nor under-estimating the 
intelligence of  the audience.

Tony Flux

William Buckland aged 62 (Lyme Regis Museum)

Dimorphodon 

All Shoreline issues  
can be seen online at  
www.charmouth.org
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Charmouth Christian 
Fellowship

On 20 October CCF held the first meeting at the Elms. 
Since then we have met each Sunday evening at 6 
o’clock. Mike and I met about 15 years ago but only 
in the last few years have we become close in the 
Christian Faith. We have both had previous experience of 
pastoring a church. Mike, who lived in Birmingham, was 
both a pastor and evangelist and for a while had his own 
evangelistic team. Due to bad health he came to live in 
Charmouth to be close to his family.

It may be asked, is there a need for another church in 
Charmouth? We believe that there is a place for a more 
informal but no less reverent church. Normally other 
churches in Charmouth do not have evening services so we 
don’t clash with them nor are we in competition with them. 
We are a Bible believing church that preach, teach and 
live according to the Bible which, like millions of  Christians 

around the world, we believe and accept as the Word of  
God.

Recently I was speaking with a gentleman about the 
Christian Faith. He shook his head and said he had no 
time for religion. I asked him what he knew about the 
Faith. Thinking for a while he admitted he knew very little. I 
suggested he had made a decision to not like the Christian 
Faith knowing little about it. With credible honesty he nodded 
in agreement with me but, wanting to justify himself, came 
back that he had been to church for weddings and funerals. 
Our conversation more or less finished there but I wonder 
to myself  how many like him have little or nothing to do with 
church, God or Jesus but when such times come in their 
lives they assume the church to still be there.

We believe that God has led Mike and I to start Charmouth 
Christian Fellowship to display God’s love. To be there to 
laugh or to cry with those around us, standing firmly on 
God’s word. Do come and join us. 

Tony English (01297 560562)

If  you can help with any of  these classes or would like to 
attend, please let Kim know on oatwaykim@gmail.com

WHERE ARE YOU? - In a community boasting 41.9% retired 
residents (census 2011) with a significant sprinkling of  young 
Mums, where are the volunteers Charmouth Central still 
needs? There are vacancies for library and/or servery duties 
but particularly lacking are a Volunteer Co-ordinator to look 
after our Day Teams and a P.R./Entertainments Co-ordinator to 
organise and publicise talks, activities and events in Charmouth 
Central. 

The current Committee struggles to fulfil the tasks of  these 
two extra members….and does not always succeed as well as 
it would like. There surely must be two talented people in the 
village who could show us all how it should be done! Please 
contact Hazel on hazelrosery@aol.com if  you even have the 
slightest suspicion that you might be able to put us right as a 

Co-ordinator in one of  these roles or if  you 
can spare a few hours once a fortnight to join 
the volunteer team, most especially if  you 
could manage Mondays or Fridays.

ANOTHER WAY TO DO YOUR PART - No 
time to help? No energy to volunteer? You can 
still help to keep Charmouth Central going 
by becoming a Friend of  Charmouth Library. 
Of  course, libraries should be free and 
supported by our rates and taxes – but that is 
now a long-departed dream and Charmouth’s 

is most definitely not. If  we want a library, we have to support it 
ourselves.

The annual subscription is just £24 which can be paid by 
standing order at £2 a month – less than the price of  a Sunday 
broadsheet or a magazine, to access literally thousands of  
books, use a computer free, get a discount on some of  the 
refreshments on offer in The Servery and know you are helping 
to pay for the electricity, gas, water and so on which are 
essential for your comfort. Pick up a form in Charmouth Central 
– or eventually watch as the library dies a lingering death.

On this cheerful thought, the Committees of  Friends of  
Charmouth Library and Charmouth Central Ltd wish everyone a 
very happy, healthy and prosperous 2014!

Hazel Robinson

Charmouth Central Passes with Flying Colours

A representative of the Village SOS, part of the Big 
Lottery Fund, came to see how Charmouth Central 
had spent its grant of £50,000 and said he was totally 

satisfied that it had been spent well. After enjoying two full 
cafetieres of coffee, he remarked, “Good coffee…and it’s 
really buzzing in here,” … and it was, thanks to all those 
who had made an effort to show how much the library and 
its servery are supported. 

Charmouth is also bucking the general countrywide trend 
of  reductions in the number of  library books issued. Latest 
statistics for show 644 issues in October 2012 against 726 
in 2013. In fact, Dorset’s reduction in book issues in October 
amounted to 13% while Charmouth’s rose 12.7%. Taking out 
Charmouth’s contribution to the figures shows an even worse 
reduction in Dorset’s overall figure - over 15%. It is particularly 
gratifying that issues to children have risen from 166 to 231 – a 
good omen for their futures and for the library’s.

SEWING CIRCLE - The Sewing Circle 
meets every Tuesday morning at 10.45 and 
reluctantly puts away the cloth, machines 
and sewing just in time to clear up before 
volunteers arrive for their afternoon shift in the 
library. Members can bring along their own 
work but there is always also a group project 
in hand. Look for the colourful tea-cosies 
when you order a pot of  tea in the Servery to 
see the first of  these projects. The next is an 
alphabet quilt which will be used as a floor 
mat for babies and toddlers while they are 
enjoying Rhymetime (Mondays, 9.30 in term-time). Come and 
join the Circle if  you like to sew; it costs just £1 plus the cost of  
tea or coffee.

KNITTING GROUP - The knitting group, KnitWits, hopes also to 
begin to meet on Wednesday evenings (time to be determined 
by members - probably either 5.00 to 7.00 or 8.00 to 10.00 
p.m.). It seemed as if  there would be too few members for this 
group to be viable but it now seems it may be possible. If  you 
knit or crochet and would like to bring along your own work or 
knit for charity in a congenial atmosphere, please contact Hazel 
on 01297 561214 or hazelrosery@aol.com.

MORE COMPUTER CLASSES - There will be more 
opportunities for Computer Classes for those who missed out 
in the first round (price per session is £3). Please see details 
posted up in Charmouth Central. Students can bring their own 
laptops or tablets or use those supplied by POPP.
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Charmouth Gardeners 2014
HAPPY NEW YEAR TO YOU ALL
January, the time to sit back and look at the many free 
booklets that arrive with the post for seeds and plants, a 
time to plan or change what you did last year and get over 
the excesses of  Christmas. I hope it was good! A change 
of  direction maybe involves hard landscaping or planning a 
new bed or a new lawn. Have you thought about planting a 
tree or two, an ornamental, flowering, fruiting or just planting 
a new hedge? This month is the time to make your plans; 
the tree planting season for example, goes on throughout 
the winter providing the ground is not frozen. Trees that 
will flower in spring and summer can be planted now 
and can be found at many Garden centres. Potted 
ones are the best as they have already got a 
start in life and are more likely to get through 
the winter without any harm, although you 
would probably have to pay a little more for 
them. Make sure before you purchase that 
your soil conditions are suitable for what you 
have chosen not just trees but any plants 
you purchase. I bought two new rose trees 
and not being sure where I want them I just 
heeled them in until spring arrives and then 
I can make up my mind where to put them. 
Just wrap up and keep warm so that you can be 
ready for spring.

THINGS TO DO IN - January. If  you have
Hippeastrum or Amaryllis. When they have finished 
flowering, they need to be fed two-weekly to build 
up their strength to flower next year. In the spring put 
them outside until the leaves have gone over, then 
take them out of  the pots and pot them up again 
with fresh compost. Complete your winter pruning of  
all fruit trees apart from plums and cherries. Prune 
gooseberries, redcurrants and white currants. Prune 
your grapevines if  you have them before mid-January. 
You can start ‘chitting’ your tubers of  early potatoes 
now. Your broad beans can be started off  in pots to grow 
early. Hellebores require their old leaves to be removed 
to give the flowers room to show off  and the young leaves 
room to grow. For the past two years mine have not known 
when to flower; I had flowers in spring and again in late 
autumn- early winter. If  you have outside taps and hoses, 
see to them now as the taps are likely to get frozen and the 
pipes too if  left with water in them, then you will need a new 
hose! Give your fruit trees a winter wash, to deter wintering 
pests. Cover peaches and apricots to give them protection 
against peach leaf  curl. Grow your own onions? Then get 
them in on Christmas Day while the turkey is cooking. Get 
your house plants into the sunshine (!!!) to give them extra 
light. Cover tender outdoor plants with fleece, make your 
bags/covers. If  you have a sewing machine in the house, it’s 
cheaper than buying them, speak nicely to ‘er in doors. Get 
your greenhouse in order and cover any fragile plants you 

may store in there. Keep an eye on them throughout the cold 
months that they do not get frosted or die of  thirst. Water 
sparingly just to keep them ticking over if  they need it.

THINGS TO DO IN - February. Not a favorite
month of  mine, as the children say these days- boring! 
However there are some seeds that can be planted now so 
check your stock and then think where you are going to put 
them. You can always use the window sills if  you have them, 
then there is the garden shed or maybe the greenhouse but 
remember they will need as much care as your babies!!! Just 
as your house plants will need your care. Actually it is a good 
time to re-pot or pot on your house plants as they will also be 
thinking of  waking up and if  the weather is clement then it’s 

a good job done and you will not have to worry about them 
when gardens take over your time. If  you didn’t cover 

any of  your beds (in the garden) at the end of  the last 
growing year (to keep the weeds out), and if  the 

ground is clear of  snow, now would be the time 
to do it. This warms up the soil and improve the 
growing conditions. First, having dug them over 
and removed any weeds, adding any fertilizers 
as you go. Get your greenhouse ready for the 
new plants and check your heater if  you have 
them that they are working.

THINGS TO DO IN - March. Now is the
time to start sowing your seeds in boxes or pots or 

any other receptacles and bring them on to transplant 
into modules and grow on until large enough to put in 
your flower beds as soon as the soil is warm. 

Now the hard work you did earlier on will pay dividends. 
The daffodils should be showing now; early ones will 
be in flower along with the snowdrops, crocus and 
other early spring bulbs. I love this time of  year. The 
gardeners’ group in Morcombelake has a spring 
show every year and it is well worth going to see 
or maybe entering! Schedules can be obtained at 
M’lake P.O. and it would be lovely to see some of  

the Charmouth exhibits in there. They do support our 
gardeners’ shows and meetings.

 This year the Morcombelake Spring Show will be on 5th April 
at the James Hargreaves Hall. Now is the time the check 
your dahlias, give them a good going over and then plant 
them in boxes or pots in new compost and keep in the green 
house until ready to transfer to their growing area. You can 
increase your plants by taking off  some of  the new growing 
shoots and planting them into 3” pots and putting them in 
a propagator or covering with a plastic bag until their roots 
have formed. Another one of  my favorites. Well I think that’s 
about all for the time being, all we have to do at the time I am 
writing this is hope this winter is not too bad. Bye for now will 
be in touch again later in the year.

Busy Lizzy

Kazy Vincent-Janes

HOLISTIC CONSULTANT

Supporting Health Individually  
Naturally & Ecologically

Tel 07990 515777

www.kazyvincentjanes.co.uk
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In our last issue Joan Aldworth recalled the Charmouth 
Village Suppers and we asked others to pass on their 
memories of these colourful events. Mary Davis came 

to Charmouth in 1968 with her husband Mike, the village’s 
pharmacist for many years. Mary has kept diaries and press 
cuttings and kindly loaned us a scrapbook so that we could 
glean information about the Village Suppers. We hope you 
enjoy the following extracts:

‘Bridport News’ 19 Jan 1968 –“I left the Church Hall after three 
hours of  non-stop entertainment, amazed at the wealth of  stage 
talent in the village. … all the good natured ‘leg-pull’ about local 
personalities in the village, the ‘knocking’ of  the council and 
the amusing slants on events of  the year. … the programme… 
everything from a magician to a ‘pop-singing pedagogue’”. … 
“a novel opening chorus. Baritone Ray Lewis sang ‘Edelweiss’ 
and Fred Morgan and George Forsey started the laughter 
rolling with their tomfoolery when, dressed as a couple of  
rustics, they appeared in ‘An English Country Garden’. Youth 
took its first bow in the very pleasant form of  Ruth Edwards who 
sang ‘I’m Forever Blowing Bubbles’. The lads of  the Youth Club 
revelled in an amusing item called ’Tom 
Pearce’s Old Chair’…” “Even a ‘dog 
collar’ doesn’t excuse you from taking 
part… and the Rector (the Rev Harold 
Hacking) was roped in for an item 
about ‘Alphonse’, his amazing space 
flea.” “Janet Webster’s talents were of  
course in great demand. The former 
concert pianist, with Miss R Sloman, 
accompanied many of  the artistes and 
was featured in two monologues – the 
first about the Squire’s lady who said 
what she really felt when opening a 
fete and the second about the village 
gossip. Both were highly amusing.” 
“Eileen Milton and Gwen Oxenbury 
rang the changes, appearing on a 
darkened stage as skeletons ‘living it 
up’ to the jazz-like refrains of  ‘Dem Dry Bones’, while later Janet 
Green and Barbara Thornton ‘bo-boo-pe-dooped’ on in shades 
of  the ‘Roaring Twenties’.” “Horace Wraxall, the elongated 
pebble-picker, dressed as a chick from the Twenties.” “Relaxed 
humour of  the highest quality came from Gladys Frampton who 
had the service of  compere Ron Oxenbury as straight man. 
Glad’s natural stage presence and ability to make some of  the 
everyday things of  life seem amusing were both very much 
in evidence.” “Professional touches were displayed by Mr R 
Ledbooke who showed a nice line in patter and considerable 
dexterity with his conjuring tricks. This was followed by folk 
music by sisters Elise Miles and Janet Salway…” “Mr Hobson 
won peals of  laughter for his character studies of, among 
others, Harold Wilson and Kosygin, while Mike Davis was 
equally successful as ‘LBJ’ and De Gaulle…” “Next on stage 
was Peter Bide as an eccentric character determined to revive 
the British ballad. The final item ‘Round the World in Song’ was 
a sparkling climax. After which the cast went into ‘England 
Swings’. Then it was curtain down, the encores and ‘Auld 
Lang Syne’”. “The supper, for over 200, followed the traditional 
pattern, with the hostess system in operation and with the 
firemen, under Station Officer George Bastin, waiting at the 
tables. The hall was gaily decorated with balloons and flags by 
Mr A Hallett and members of  the committee, while Mrs Gregory 
Smith and Mrs McLachlan adorned the window sills with leaves 
and flowers.”

Pulman’s Weekly News, 16 Jan 1968 – “Charmouth people… 
spent four hours together in a happy social atmosphere and 
it was hardly surprising that the demand for tickets, at the 
modest price of  3s 6d (17½p in today’s money!) exceeded the 
supply. In the Church Hall more than 200 enjoyed the meal. The 
10 people at each table included two hostesses. They were 
Mesdames Hacking, Vickery, Havis, Holman, Bendle, Evans, 

Symes, Bradford White, Gregory Smith, McLachlan, Owens 
(junior), Davis, A. Whittaker, Whittaker (senior), Saunders, 
Pulpher, Fowler, White, Plummer, Brown, Bide, Courage, 
Hoeffler, Waterson, Handy, Willcox, Hole, Wakelyn, King, 
Pomeroy, Hutchings, Bragg, Smith and Loosemore, Misses 
Stonier, Douglas, Johnson, Hughes and Cow”. “Mr Sidney 
Herbert, who ran the village pharmacy for 30 years, came 
up from Heavitree to preside at the supper… he expressed 
thanks for the welcome given him and said he was very proud 
to have been asked to come back and preside at the supper. 
When it was first suggested he was rather hesitant because 
it was a break with tradition and he was a great traditionalist. 
He welcomed them all once again to this annual event. It had 
been going now for almost 50 years since Mr Penny and Mrs 
Newton started the supper as a welcome home to the troops 
after the First World War. He was sure they could never have 
dreamt, when they started it, that it would have developed 
into what it now was – the main social event of  the Charmouth 
Year”. Charmouth had always been a happy village. People 
had always been friendly and Mr Herbert thought that was 
partly due to these gatherings. After the supper everybody was 

perhaps even a little more friendly than they 
were before”.

Lyme Regis News, 17 Jan 1969 – “… 
‘George Forssington’s Cow’ highlighted 
the annual village supper… all in rhyme 
and some highly original lyrics were sung 
to well-known tunes… “This was a new 
venture for the Village Supper, as the 
entertainment usually takes the form of  a 
variety. The change was an outstanding 
success, however, for the pantomime kept 
an audience of  over 200 in good spirits 
throughout. Mike Davis, never short of  a 
good line in patter, was the story-teller, 
while the whimsical George Forsey played 
the part of  George Forssington. He was 
aided and abetted by his dog Suzy and 

by ‘Clarabelle’, the realistic cow made by John Owen and 
Mary Davis, and ‘inhabited’ by Jim and Philip Forsey who 
got up to some hilarious antics. They raised the laugh of  the 
evening when the rear end departed from the script – and the 
stage – and ended up with the audience!” “…There was more 
hilarity in a chemist shop scene featuring Mike Davis, Karen 
Waterson, Maralyn Edwards, Pauline Hayter, Kim Hobson and 
Fred Morgan…” “After downing his quota of  the ‘white magic’, 
H Birtles changed the weather forecast, while the astronauts 
on Apollo 9 landed on Venus in double quick time. The fact that 
Venus turned out to be a mini-skirted Fred Morgan was by the 
way…”

Bridport, Lyme Regis & Axminster News, 13 Feb 1970 – “Unless 
more people came forward and offered their services, there 
was a very real risk that this year’s Charmouth Village Supper 
would be the last. That’s what the Supper Committee Chairman 
(Mr H R Hill) said last week when the annual event, as always, 
attracted a very large gathering. Said Mr Hill: “In the village 
there is always criticism of  the village supper. Some say it is too 
formal while others say it is not formal enough. All are entitled 
to their opinions but if  there is fault, it is not the fault of  the 
committee. It is the fault of  those who will not bother to attend 
the annual meeting and offer their help””.

Lyme Regis News, 5 Feb 1971 – “Many strive, without success, 
to achieve harmony by preserving the traditional and by 
introducing the best of  the new. Charmouth Village Supper 
Committee, under the chairmanship of  Mr F Morgan joined the 
ranks of  the successful last night, when the annual supper and 
entertainment was an out-and-out success. The atmosphere 
and tenor of  the occasion was maintained by the meal which 
was arranged and served in the manner it has followed for 
years, while the event was given a bright new look by a more 

The Main Social Event of the Charmouth Year

‘Clarabelle’ the cow loses contact with her rear end
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A Community Message 
from Dorset Police

With the seasonal distraction of  New Year celebrations in 
the forefront of  people’s minds, it is worth taking a moment 
to reflect on how the criminal views this time of  year. It will 
no doubt be one of  great opportunity. Crime prevention 
and security can sometimes take a back seat during the 
festivities, with disastrous results. Falling victim to crime is 
a thoroughly unpleasant experience at any time of  the year 
but its effect during this time of  year can be devastating 
and ruin the celebrations. The following recommendations 
are to ensure you and your family and friends stay safe 
and secure, however you choose to celebrate the season.

Never leave your purse or handbag on the top of  your 
shopping trolley whilst in the supermarket. It just takes a 
few seconds for the thief  to spot you looking at an item 
prior to purchase and will use this to delve into your bag 
and steal your purse (over the past week or so at the time 
of  writing, at least three persons have fallen victim to this 
type of  crime in Bridport). Do not leave bags in unattended 
motor vehicles as these can be an irresistible temptation 
to thieves. If  you intend to drink alcohol then please do not 
drive, nominate a driver to only drink non-alcoholic drinks 
or better still use public transport or book a taxi.

Another seasonal occurrence at this time of  year is the 
theft of  heating oil. If  you, your family or your neighbours 
rely on heating oil for warmth, please make sure you have 
taken adequate steps to ensure your oil is as safe and 
secure as possible. The best possible way to secure your 
oil is to fit an oil level alarm to your tank, which can ensure 
you get early warning of  any accidental leak or theft taking 
place and can take appropriate action immediately, such 
as calling the Police on 999 if  a theft is taking place. Safer 
Neighbourhood Teams are more than willing to discuss 
crime prevention advice with heating oil tank owners 
and give details of  the Stop That Oil Scheme, which is a 
collaboration between Safer Neighbourhood Teams and 
local OFTEC registered oil installers and the Bridport 
Crime Prevention Panel to ensure you are as well informed 
as possible when making decisions about fuel security.

It has been a good few weeks with very little in the way of  
crime reported in the area covered by Shoreline. There 
has only been one crime in the area, which involved the 
theft of  tools from a farm outbuilding, around the weekend 
of  14-18th November. Please consider getting an alarm 
to give you early warning of  intruders to outbuildings. You 
are then able to make a decision on how best to deal with 
the situation such as switching on lighting letting dogs out 
or calling the Police on 999. Tools are easy prey, so take 
some time to ensure yours are not so desirable to potential 
thieves. Consider painting or better still engraving your 
property name and postcode on each item. The work 
involved to remove this will put most thieves off  stealing it 
in the first place. Larger valuable items should be secured 
with a motorcycle chain to a secure anchor point and 
locked with a good quality padlock.

Finally, I would just like to wish everybody a very Happy 
New Year!

John Burton, PCSO 5386

PCSO5474 Luke White PC2204 Kirsti Ball PCSO5386 John Burton

professional touch to the entertainment”. This year, for the 
first time, a souvenir programme was produced and his gave 
a potted history of  the supper…” “At the start of  the evening 
Mr Morgan stressed that the supper was held to enable old 
residents and new to meet and to help them all to go into the 
New Year as friends and neighbours. Village life was essential, 
he said, and they would do all they could to preserve it. 
Everyone knew their neighbour and they took a genuine interest 
in each other”.

Thank you, Mary, for enlightening us about this once popular 
annual event.

Lesley Dunlop

PS. If  anyone has a copy of  the 1971 souvenir programme 
mentioned above, please let Shoreline know.

Charmouth Local History 
Society - the new name for 

The Pavey Group
The Pavey Group has changed its name. It will now also be 
known as Charmouth Local History Society. If  that is too much 
of  a mouthful, you can call it CLHS. The reason for the change 
is to show to a wider audience who we are and what we do. 
The Pavey Group is a well understood entity in Charmouth, and 
the name of  our headquarters, the Pavey Room, will remain 
unchanged.

We will never overlook the enormous contribution of  Reginald 
Pavey in setting down the bedroc of  historical data which 
underlines our foundation. Nor too will we forget the enormous 
contribution of  Peter Press in building up the Pavey Group 
as a substantial local organisation. It is our job to adapt to 
the totally new environment of  the twenty first century. In the 
new websphere of  the 21st century our potential audience is 
spread all round the world. We have had enquiries from all over 
the world - wherever Charmouth people have moved or are 
currently living.

Many people connect through search engines to what interests 
them, and amazing numbers of  people have expressed their 
delight that an organisation like ours exists which can help 
them with their family history and supply accurate information 
about our heritage.

We are fortunate in Charmouth that we have an excellent free 
local magazine which chronicles Charmouth events present 
and past. (You’re reading it!) We are fortunate too that we have 
an excellent historian and chronicler in Neil Mattingly, whose 
website provides the most comprehensive pictorial and factual 
array of  Charmouth History. We, the CLHS - Pavey Group, pitch 
in with our own record of  Charmouth history in The Village 
Echo. And as well as preserving all the village’s historical 
documents, photos and artefacts, we also present talks by the 
best local speakers.

So far this year we have presented Charmouth and Its Place In 
History by Neil Mattingly, with Liz Scott, which was one of  the 
hits of  the season. Neil has promised to return to talk about 
Charmouth in Living Memory and we have other speakers in 
the pipeline, details yet to be confirmed. Our Open Morning is 
on the first Tuesday of  the month from 10 am.

We hope that you will join us at our future talks. For membership 
enquiries: 

Email: secretary@thepaveygroup.co.uk 
Address: CLHS\Pavey Group, The Elms, Charmouth, DT6 6PE  
Phone: NEW NUMBER 07516 261919

Russell Telfer
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Change at Charmouth 
Primary School

Following the OFSTED inspection in May 2013, there 
are lots of changes to report at Charmouth Primary 
School. At the end of the autumn term we say goodbye 

to teachers Heidi Daniel, Chloe Richards and Judith Verity 
and we are delighted to report that three outstanding 
teachers have been recruited to join the staff. Things are 
changing and sometimes change is good. The main focus 
is on raising standards but education isn’t just about 
tests and results. The school has recently installed a new 
trim trail and adventure playground and we are looking 
at becoming a ‘Beach School’ where the curriculum is 
extended beyond the classroom and delivered in a variety 
of ways in the local environment.

We are aware that there are many rumours in the village about 
what is happening in the school with members of  staff  being 
off  on long term absences and some staff  leaving. Although no 
public announcement can be made at this stage, I would like 
people to know that there has been a considerable amount of  
work going on behind the scenes regarding staffing and I am 
hoping an announcement will be able to be made in the very 
near future. In the meantime I am delighted that the school has 
been able to appoint such an experienced and outstanding 
teacher as Mrs Caroline Dare as Acting Deputy.

An enthusiastic group of  parents have been giving up their 
Saturday mornings to help create a new landscape area at the 
main entrance to Charmouth School. Parent and Landscape 
Designer Jarad Gouldstone has given up his creativity and time 
to lead a group of  parents to develop a low maintenance area 
on what was previously a ‘butterfly’ garden. His ‘coast’ design 
has been taking shape over the November Saturday mornings 
and promises to deliver a splash of  colour to the front of  school 
with brightly coloured gravel depicting the sea, sand and grass 
of  the Charmouth coastline. At the start of  term another group 
of  parents came in on Friday mornings to weed and clear 
other areas of  the grounds.  There are plans for the children to 
plan, design and plant a new wildlife garden in the spring. The 
children will also be planting fruit and vegetables in the raised 
beds around the school.

Christmas is an exciting time in a primary school and this year 
the children enjoyed all the normal events one associates 
with young children at school. The reception children acted 
out the nativity story supported by year six children doing the 
narration. The whole school joined together for the nativity play 
and service to sing carols in church. There was a Christmas 

News from Charmouth  
School PTFA

Thank you to all those who dropped off bags for the 
bags2school initiative, £280 was raised for the school. The 
Christmas bingo was also a great success, our busiest ever, 
possibly due to the promise of caller Pete Wild in his gold 
shirt! If you missed out, or would like repeat performance, 
come to the Easter Bingo. The date will be advertised soon, 
look out for our posters around the village. It will be at the 
school, eyes down 7:00pm. We always have great prizes 
and refreshments on offer at our bingo events, and these 
are open to everyone, young and young-at-heart to come 
along and enjoy. 

Looking further ahead there will be the hugely popular Duck 
Race, a great event with all the money raised going to the 
school. It’s great when school events can extend beyond the 
gates and it is especially fitting that something is held on the 
river and the beach. Living or going to school near the sea, 
it is vital the children learn to swim and money raised by the 
PTFA enables Charmouth Primary School pupils to benefit from 
swimming lessons. 

From swimming to running, we will then be organizing the 
biggest event in the PTFA calendar, the Charmouth Challenge 
and Fun Run. The annual event attracts runners from all over 
the country who either push their endurance on a 7.8 mile 
Challenge through the beautiful countryside surrounding 
Golden Cap as well as attracting families who run the shorter 
Fun Run together.

It is a fantastic event that brings visitors to the village who then 
contribute to the village economy. To be able to hold this event 
we need to get enough volunteers to marshal it. The role of  a 
marshal is vital in ensuring runner safety as well as shouting 
encouragement to each runner to keep up morale! Many club 
runners comment on how friendly the marshals are and for this 
reason they come back year after year. 

Finally, a fantastic way you could help raise money for the 
school without even leaving home would be to do your online 
shopping through The Giving Machine. This is a website with 
784 well known companies signed up to donate to your chosen 
cause. Go to www.thegivingmachine.co.uk where you register 
Charmouth Primary School as your beneficiary. You can then 
click on your favourite online retailers such as; Tesco, Amazon, 
Boots, WHSmith, Sainsbury, Asda, ebay, M&S and many more. 
A percentage of  your spend will go to the school at no extra 
cost to you.

Caroline Linney

dinner during the last week of  term with Christmas parties for 
the children and finally a professional theatre group visiting the 
school to give a special Christmas production for the children. 
In the past the school has also produced a major production 
by the children towards the end of  the Autumn term, but with 
so many Christmas things happening, this major production will 
now take place in the summer. We look forward to inviting the 
local community to the dress rehearsal as usual. 

Charmouth Primary School wishes everyone a peaceful New 
Year.

Gillian Morris, Head Teacher
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Charmouth’s Maralyn Hinxman has been involved with 
Save the Children charity for 35 years. She has spent 25 
years fund-raising and raising the profile of the charity 
in Charmouth and Lyme Regis, latterly as chairman. 
Please call Maralyn on 01297 560402 if you would like 
to help at the branch’s 25th Anniversary Grand Auction 
or donate goods. Further details are in our ‘What’s On’ 
column.

Charmouth Stores Moves into the 21st Century

Groceries and other goods have been sold from this site 
in The Street since 1816, making Charmouth Stores one of 
the oldest stores in Dorset. Over nearly two centuries there 
have been many changes, reflecting the changing ways in 
which people shop and their different needs. Customers 
nowadays expect a wide range of chilled and frozen food, 
good value and a bright, modern shopping environment. 
Since they took over the store in 2005 the Tritton family 
have made changes as the need arose, but this year, 
prompted by the need to replace old refrigeration, they 
decided to give it a real facelift. 

During a very hectic and challenging two weeks in November, 
Charmouth Stores was given an extensive refit to bring the 
store up to date. Planning for the changes started in April and 
for seven months Alex and Maria looked at all sorts of  options 
before deciding that the priorities were: 

Better, more efficient refrigeration with room for more chilled 
food including fresh fish 

 More freezer space for take home ice cream 
An updated off  licence 
A Pick’n’Mix selection 
A brighter, cleaner look 
Less queuing time for customers during busy periods.

Three new chillers with sliding glass doors have the triple 
benefits of  holding more stock, keeping more stable 
temperatures and saving on energy costs. At the same time, 

there was an opportunity to install a longer counter with 3 tills, 
new shelving and a new, bigger ice cream freezer. Replacing 
internal cladding and signage completed the plan.

Planning had to be meticulous, pulling together equipment 
delivery dates, refrigeration experts, shop fitters and 
electricians, at the same time making sure chilled stocks were 
run down enough to be stored during the chiller change over. 
Measurements were critical as the store has little room for error. 

The store stayed open during the refit, which was very much 
welcomed by customers despite having the disruption of  less 
choice and workmen everywhere! Staff  were on hand to fetch 
goods or guide customers to what they needed. The biggest 
disruption was getting the old refrigeration out of  the store 
and the new units in – lifting gear had to be used to get them 
off  the lorry and they only JUST fitted through the front door! 
Not everything went according to plan, though. When the new 
compressors for the refrigeration arrived on the second day 
they did NOT get through the door – the wrong ones had been 
sent and a big chilled food delivery was imminent to restock the 
chillers. The factory worked around the clock to build new ones 
and they arrived 48 hours later. Phew!

With the refrigeration in, stock could be moved to its new 
positions and customers could begin to get used to the 
new layout. Customer reaction has been 100% favourable, 
people commenting on the greater feeling of  space and nicer 
presentation. Now it’s finished, Alex and Maria won’t rest on 
their laurels. They are already planning for a new £1 section 
which will be up and running in January and a long term cider 
offer is coming in a month or so.

Then there is only just over two years until Charmouth Stores is 
200 YEARS OLD. Now that will be quite a party!

Phil Tritton

Axminster Road, Charmouth. Dorset DT6 6BS
Proprietor: Susan Blacklock RGN NDN RHV

Manager: Sharon Dellow RGN

‘
Family run dual registered Nursing & Residential Home

providing:

-24 hour Registered Nurse cover o�ering �exibility of care.
-Full time quali�ed Activities Organiser

providing individually tailored programmes.
-All single rooms, most en-suite with telephone

-Home cooked nutritious food with locally sourced produce.

Recently awarded 5 Stars for Food Safety & Hygiene by West
Dorset District Council

For further details or to arrange a visit
please contact the Manager

Sharon Dellow 01297 560620

A TRADITIONAL COUNTRY PUB
Food Served Daily

Sunday Carvery
Selection of Real Ales

Large Beer Garden With Play Area And 
Pets Corner

Dogs On Leads Welcome
Skittle Alley Available For Private Hire

TEL: 01297 560280

THE GEORGE - CHARMOUTH
FREE HOUSE
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 Charmouth Traders

Charmouth Traders traditionally put on three events 
during November and December. At the time of 
writing, two events have taken place, with the third 

due on New Year’s Eve.

The bonfire night was originally planned for November 2nd but 
the forecast of  rain and high winds caused a postponement 
to the following Saturday. Luckily, the weather stayed 
good for most of  the day and the rain held off  until 
after the fireworks ended. The ‘Charmouth Fat 
Dads’ toiled all day to build an impressive 
bonfire which included a piano!

There was an excellent crowd and a large 
number of  entries were received for the 
guy competition. The barbeque and bar 
did brisk business and the atmosphere 
was very jolly. Pete Wild played the piano 
as the bonfire was lit and the firework 
display followed soon after. Thanks to 
donations from the public, the costs of  the 
fireworks was covered and this event is now 
firmly established in the Charmouth calendar.

The fifth Charmouth Christmas Fayre took place on 
Thursday 5th December and started with the arrival of  Father 
Christmas in the village centre. Rain began soon afterwards 
but it didn’t dampen the enthusiasm of  a good crowd. There 
were tastings and events in several places as well as Santa in 

his grotto. Polly Wild won first prize in the raffle at the end of  the 
evening.

This year we needed to replace ten sets of  the ‘string’ 
Christmas lights that are put up outside the shops and we also 
purchased several more for Littlehurst Surgery and the library. 

We also provided the big tree outside the library. Western 
Power finally fixed the two faulty lamp post sockets, 

so all these are now working and we had our best 
ever display this year.

The new sets of  lights were partly paid 
for by donations from Charmouth Parish 
Council and Rotary and also from sales 
of  the Charmouth Calendar. It has more 
than covered its costs already and we 
are considering a 2015 edition, so all you 
photographers keep snapping! There are 

still some 2014 calendars available in local 
shops.

The village website www.charmouth.org has had 
a fantastic year, with the number of  visits up by 

more than 30%. Don’t forget to put your event on there 
by using the ‘Contact Us’ page. Ads are still only £30 pa - use 
the same route to enquire further.

Phil Tritton
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Charmouth Bakery
Open 6 days a week 

8am – 4pm

Local supplier of freshly baked bread and cakes

Available to order, or from our premises, 50yds 
along Barr’s Lane (by side of P.O.)

Baps, Finger Rolls, French Sticks, Granary Sticks

No order too big or too small

Have your weekly bakery produce delivered to 
your door

Please ring for more information 
01297 560213

Your Advertising  
Supports Shoreline 

Please contact:  
neil@shoreline-charmouth.co.uk
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1st Charmouth Scouts

Charmouth Scouts Win 
District Swimming Gala

1st Charmouth Scouts claimed an emphatic victory in the 
recent Dorchester & West Dorset District Scout Swimming Gala. 
Three of  the Group’s swimmers won their races and there were 
runners-up slots for a number of  the other members of  the 
team. Everyone scored points in their events and this gave the 
team a comfortable winning margin over the other Scout Troops.

Commenting on their success, Carol Moorey, Assistant Scout 
Leader and Team Manager, said, “This was a tremendous result 
as two of  our strongest, older swimmers had left the Troop since 
last year’s event. However, new Scouts up from our Cub Pack 
combined well with our other established swimmers to give us 
a very strong, young team.” This is the first District competition 
the Troop had won since it nearly closed three years ago.

Charmouth Cubs, tried valiantly to retain the trophy they won 
last year, but had to settle for second place, having been 
disqualified in the relay.

“Overall”, said Carol, “it was an exceptional performance by 
both teams and one they, and their lively band of  supporting 
parents, can be very proud of.”

Lots of  Pennies for the Guys
Charmouth Cubs and Scouts got into the bonfire night spirit by 
holding their own Guy making competition. To keep things as 
fair as possible, they displayed their creations on the pavement 
outside the Post Office in The Street last Saturday and invited 
passers by to vote for their favourite.

At the same time, they upheld the old tradition of  asking for a 
‘penny for the Guy’. Fortunately, the shoppers were much more 
generous with their cash, and this enabled the Cubs & Scouts 
to raise over £50. However, one tradition was broken. Instead of  
spending their money on fireworks, they will be donating it all to 
RNLI.

According to Ed Pemberton, Assistant Cub Leader, “The 
fundraising enabled the Cubs to complete their Community 
Challenge. They chose to support the RNLI having visited 

the Lifeboat Station in Lyme two weeks earlier and seeing for 
themselves the magnificent work that this organisation does to 
save lives at sea.”

Voting was close, but ‘Moo’ – a onesy resembling a cow, but 
looking nothing like Guy Fawkes – came out as the winner with 
‘Dave’ in second place.

Beavers Return to Charmouth 
After an absence of  10 years, Beavers have returned to 
Charmouth! On Tuesday, October 15th, two Leaders and 14 
Beaver Scouts were invested into the 1st Charmouth Scout 
Group.

When the Beaver Colony restarted in-mid September, eight 
prospective members turned up to the first meeting. However, 
this had virtually doubled by the next meeting – with more on 
the waiting list. Already, the Beavers have visited Pets At Home 
in Axminster, made corn dollies and clay animals for the local 
church’s Harvest Festival Service and completed the necessary 
preparation for their investitures. 

On Tuesday 15th, it was the two Leaders – Amanda Clist and 
Nick Stonex – who were invested first by the Assistant District 
Commissioner for Beavers, Margaret Preuss-Higham. Amanda 
and Nick then went on to invest all 14 Beavers who were 
present.

According to Kevin Payne, Group Contact for 1st Charmouth, 
“The whole Scout Group is absolutely delighted that our Beaver 
Colony has reopened in such a strong fashion. It means we 
can, once again, offer the young people of  Charmouth and the 
surrounding villages the chance to experience good Scouting 
from the ages of  6 to 14 without a break. Guided by our 
Assistant District Commissioner for Beavers, Amanda and Nick 
have got the Colony off  to a tremendous start and they have a 
really exciting programme planned for the rest of  the year.”

Anyone wishing to find out more about Beavers in Charmouth 
should contact Amanda on aclist@me.com.

For more information, contact Kevin Payne 
payne.kevin6@gmail.com 01308 459080

Can you help cut  
our waiting list?

Over the last 12 months, the number 
of  young people in the Scout Group 
has continued to grow rapidly. So much so, that we now have 
a waiting list in operation for Beavers, Cubs and Scouts. If  we 
had a few more leaders, we would be able to take on some 
extra recruits, cut the waiting lists and offer Scouting to even 
more young people in Charmouth and the surrounding villages. 

Think 
Volunteering
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Our most pressing need is for another Assistant Cub Leader 
(or two or three part-time leaders who can job share) to join 
our three-strong team. No previous experience is required, as 
full training will be provided. All that is needed is a desire to 
help young people develop their full potential through games, 
challenges and activity badges. Cubs meets on a Thursday, 
early evening, and is for boys and girls aged 8 to 10.

As our Beaver Colony has just started, we are going to keep the 
numbers static until our current three-strong leader team gets a 
bit more experience. However, we will probably need more help 
after Easter.

We can only expand our Scout Troop if  we can build up a pool 
of  adults who would be prepared to pass on specific skills 
and/or help with outdoor activities on an occasional basis. This 
would enable us to run more than one activity on a Scout night 
(Thursday) and offer more weekend activities.

If  anyone is interested in finding out more about how they 
may be able to help us, on a full or part-time basis, offer our 
members an even wider breadth of  Scouting activties, please 
call me for an initial chat.

Kevin Payne 01308 459080.

Bymead House
A lot of  fun and entertaining events took place in 
December, including the Mountjoy Handbell Ringers 
on the 6th, a family carol service on the 8th, followed 
by a visit from Santa and the Brownies on the 9th. On 
Thursday 12th the residents took part in a cake decoration 
workshop and later made crafts crackers for family 
members. On Friday 20th a trip will be taken to see all 
the Christmas lights which everyone always enjoys and 
on Sunday 22nd we will hold our Christmas Buffet for the 
residents and their families.

Sharon Dellow Manager

Ronnie and Liz enjoying the 
Autumn buffet

Staff entertaining the residents with 
Halloween frolics!

100% Success  
Continues for Charmouth  

Tae Kwon-Do
Six children from the Target TAGB Tae Kwon-Do class in 
Charmouth were entered into a belt grading in November 
under Tae Kwon-Do Association of  Great Britain (grading 
examiner Master Michael Dew, 8th Dan), and all passed, 
with one of  them getting exceptional marks. 

Nathan Halkes-Wellstead, aged 12, was awarded an A 
pass with Grading Award, the highest possible grading 
mark. Instructor Mr Gerry Waugh said “I am delighted with 
everyone who took part in the grading. They all worked 
hard and put in a lot of  effort, and this resulted in a good 
grading standard. Nobody just scraped through, but all 
comfortably passed and are ready to move on to more 
advanced levels. Nathan in particular really increased his 
effort and his grading award was very well deserved”

Tae kwon-do is a modern martial art, originating in Korea in 
the 1950s. Although influenced by Japanese karate (Korea 
was occupied by Japan from 1910 until 1945 and karate 
was taught to many martial artists during that period) 
it has in subsequent decades evolved into an exciting 
and dynamic separate martial art. It offers benefits to 
both adults and children, including fitness, flexibility, and 
confidence, and helps promote respect and discipline.

Mr Waugh also teaches classes at Axminster and 
Sidmouth, and works closely with former Charmouth 
Primary School teacher Miss Chloe Richards, who now 
teaches a tae kwon-do class at Bridport, and with his own 
instructor Mr Daren Sainsbury, who teaches the Colyton 
class. Collectively, they promote and market their schools 
under the Target TAGB Tae Kwon-Do name. Details of  
their classes can be found at www.targettagb.co.uk/html/
training.html or by calling Mr Waugh on 01297 639830.

All five schools are part of  the Tae Kwon-Do Association 
of  Great Britain, which last year celebrated its 30th 
anniversary, having been formed in August 1983, since 
when it has grown to be the largest single martial arts 
association in the country, encompassing more than 
600 schools, with over 20,000 students training all over 
the UK. Olympic champion Jade Jones first gained her 
black belt with the TAGB. In 2013, the TAGB hosted a 
world championships, over a three day period, at which 
Mr Waugh was one of  the referees, which attracted over 
3,000 competitors from more than 20 countries, including 
Argentina, Canada, Russia, Switzerland, Germany, the USA 
and New Zealand.

Mr Waugh rigorously assesses students before submitting 
them to grade, giving them detailed advice on how to 
improve their tae kwon-do techniques, and this has 
paid off. Since he first opened the Charmouth class in 
September 2010, not a single student has ever failed a 
grading and there have been several superior standard 
passes. The classes in Charmouth are held in St Andrew’s 
Community Hall in Lower Sea Lane, on Wednesdays and 
Fridays at 4.30pm. 

Mr G Waugh

Brownies singing carols at Bymead
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Twinning News

On 29th November Charmouth Twinning Association 
held its annual French Food and Wine Event. This 
year numbers were up from about 39 to 74. This 

was due to increased membership and presumably word 
getting out that Charmouth Twinning does a good “do” 
rather than any Press Gang tactics of the ticket sellers, one 
hopes! The event was held in the Community Hall where the 
newly installed heating system was very effective and most 
welcome. 

This year we decided to use in-house talent and provide 
entertainment. The evening started with Fizz and canapés on 
arrival, and music was provided by the Three Frog Horns led by 
Richard Fereday on wind instruments. Guests then sat down for 
their main course, after which they were serenaded by David 
Williams who bravely sang “I’ll Do It My Way” unaccompanied. 
His voice filled the hall and wowed the assembled company. 
Dessert was ‘Cafe Gourmand’, whereby everyone was able to 
choose several mini portions of  desserts and sweet bites from 
an enormous selection to accompany coffee. 

After this the committee performed a skit. The Twinning 
Committee had not signed up for acting when they agreed to 
join, however after some misgivings everyone threw themselves 
into it and had great fun. The plot and characters were 
based on ‘Allo Allo’ where Rene (Peter Bonner) was polishing 
glasses in his cafe and waiting for a meeting of  the Twinning 
Association to take place. He explained how they were going 
to plan the visit of  their friends from Asnelles sur Mer. “You will 
see ‘ow smoothly and slickly the operation is planned and ‘ow 
efficiently we can come to conclusions and make decisions!!” 
he says!

Needless to say everyone misbehaves, and the ‘meeting’ turns 
farcical when they make their suggestions as to where the 

Cast of the ‘Allo ‘Allo’ skit at the Twinning Group’s French food and wine evening.
l/r – Mary Swash Brookes, Bob Dunlop, Richard Fereday, Penny Rose, Peter Bonner, Liz 
Scott, Pam Shirley and, holding the banner, Aidan Hodgson.

visitors are to be taken and what food they are to be given, all 
the cast clammering to be able to bring the produce for which 
they had won prizes at the Charmouth Gardening Show in the 
summer!

Liz Scott, Chairman

No obligation to do the French exchange, social members 
welcome. 

Peter Bonner 01297 560 Secretary, Liz Scott 01297 561662 
Chairman

Butterflies of   
Charmouth

We have enjoyed seeing many butterflies around 
this lovely summer --- have you seen the Clouded 
Yellow? Normally this butterfly migrates from the 

Continent each year, just occasionally in vast numbers, but 
while breeding here during the summer (caterpillar feeds on 
clovers), they were formerly unable to survive our winters. 
However, an enterprising entomologist has recently shown 
that the caterpillars can survive all winter on the cliffs near 
Bournemouth. So if you see a Clouded Yellow early in the 
spring, it may be a true Charmouth resident. A beautiful 
local resident is the Marbled White, a butterfly of rough 
grassy places (as on the cliff tops each side of the Char), 
and they are happy to top up on nectar in our gardens. It 
is always lovely to see the ‘Blues’: a blue butterfly going 
up and down hedgerows is probably a Holly Blue, whose 
caterpillar feeds in alternate generations on the berries of 
holly and ivy. Note that ivy blossom feeds many insects, 
and should not be cut back unnecessarily. Summer ‘Blues’ 
are mostly the Common Blue; the caterpillar feeds on 
Bird’s-Foot Trefoil, common on the undercliff. The ‘Browns‘  
you see are Meadow Brown, Ringlet and Gatekeeper. Little  

brown jobs you see can be Large Skipper, Small Skipper 
and, if you are lucky, Dingy Skipper. 

You will be familiar with the colourful Small Tortoishell, Peacock, 
Comma and Red Admiral. The latter was always thought to 
die out here each winter, to be renewed by immigration each 
summer, but it has now been found that not only is there a 
reverse migration back to the Continent each autumn, but 
in the warmer south coast of  England some of  them survive 
hibernation here. One of  the delights of  being in the garden 
this summer (if  you don’t grow cabbages) was the enormous 
number of  white butterflies around. They are Large White, Small 
White, and Green-veined White. The latter is easily identified 
by looking at the underside of  the hind wing while it sips your 
nectar; the Large White is, well, bigger. But even the ‘Whites’ 
provide that element of  movement that so enlivens a garden. 

So how to attract more butterflies to your garden? You provide 
the nectar plants, and sit back. Michaelmas Daises, Verbena 
bonariensis, Lavender, Sedum spectabilis are all good, and 
so are many more. Just watch where butterflies are settling. 
A word of  warning… many horticulturists have bred flowers 
to maximise flower size and create new colours, only to lose 
out on fragrance. We had some lovely bright purple-flowered 
buddleias in the garden when we came here, only to find 
they were totally ignored by all insects. So I dug them up 
and replaced them with some cuttings from an ordinary old 
buddleia down the road and these have been covered with 
butterflies, as well as our own Jersey Tiger Moth. 

Geoffrey Sell.
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REVIEW 
Charlie Dore and Julian 
Littman, plus Edward’s 

Electric Chorus
Thursday, October 17th - Electric Palace, Bridport

Bridport’s Electric Palace played host to an enthusiastic 
audience assembled to hear the well-known singer 
songwriters Charlie Dore and Julian Littman (Steeleye 
Span), and newly-formed local choir ‘Edward’s Electric 
Chorus’.

Charlie and Julian entertained with a well chosen selection 
of  folk music, both new and from their various albums. 
Charlie delighted the audience with anecdotes describing 
the situations which gave rise to some their songs, and 
her lively banter created an infectious bond between the 
audience an performers.

Edward’s Electric Chorus, set up by local choirmaster 
Edward Jacobs, is an amalgam of  two local choirs, The 
Axe Valley Community Choir and the Charmouth and 
Bridport Pop and Rock Choir. The chorus opened the 
evening with a selection of  favourites from their extensive 
repertoire, starting the with rowsing ‘Sun Arise’. Their 
program also included a moving rendering of  ‘I Dreamed a 
Dream’ and ended on a joyous and toe-tapping version of  
‘Jambalaya’. This all set the tone for a magical evening of  
vibrant entertainment.

Charlie Dore is a master of  unusual and individual lyrics, 
always thought provoking with gentle humour. She was 
supported admirably by Julian Littman, whose inimitable 
skill with instruments such as guitar, ukelele, and mandolin 
was certainly full of  energy.

Extra support was provided by folk performer Reg 
Meuross. Both he and the Electric Chorus gave polished 
performances, which blended well with the relaxed and 
captivating delivery of  these two award-winning artists.

Edward Jacobs was musical director for the chorus, and 
managed the liaison between Charlie Dore and the choir. 
This skill produced a perfect fusion between the various 
elements of  the evening.

Charlie spoke of  her delight at working with such a fearless 
choir who took on new pieces, as well as established 
pieces such as ‘Pilot of  the Airwaves’, to accompany 
herself  and Julian so powerfully.

Edward’s efforts were rewarded with a very well deserved 
round of  applause from the audience.

The ‘club’ style seating layout in the theatre helped the 
audience feel part of  terrific live entertainment, producing 
that feeling of  inclusion which always marks wonderful 
evenings such as this.”

Rob Larcombe

Royal British Legion Report
On behalf of our members I would like to thank 
everyone who supported our Coffee Morning, which 
made £248. The total raised by the Poppy Appeal this 
year was £2482, this included £84 from the Brownies 
Mile of Pennies.

At the Dorset County Conference in Wimborne on Saturday 
Nov.30th we were delighted to receive the Wimborne Cup given 
to small branches who donate the largest amount to Womens 
Section Schemes and County.

At the December Christmas Tea we were pleased to welcome 
members from Axminster, Uplyme and three former members 
as our guests.

Now a date for your diary.

April 12th at 10 am a Coffee Morning at the Village Hall.

PLEASE come and support us.

Pat Richards Chairman

SNAIL TRAILS

Rather than obvious slimy trails left by the mucus-
covered foot of a snail (Gastropod), these may be 
found among the green algae coating damp rocks 

or on the inside of greenhouse windows. These trails 
comprise little marks forming a series of almost semi-
circular areas where the algal coating has been cleared 
from a hard surface. In the garden, the usual culprits are 
snails.

On rocky shores there are similar marks made by grazing 
gastropods – marine snails. Limpets, periwinkles, top shells 
and similar species feed on encrusting algae which provide a 
nutritious form of  energy. These gastropods walk slowly with 
a fleshy foot, swinging the head from side to side while at the 
same time opening the mouth; this allows a ribbon-like structure 
(radula) bearing rows of  tiny protruding teeth to scrape the 
surface. An interesting clip on Youtube showing a gastropod 
on the inside of  a glass tank is worth watching: http://youtu.be/
mLVDwlrSq5U

The radula is an efficient and flexible structure. Rows of  
recurved teeth are formed constantly and, as one row is worn 
away, a new set of  teeth comes into use, rasping the algae. 
The teeth themselves are tiny structures which are tough and 
effective scrapers while others filter the algal particles so that 
only suitably sized pieces enter the digestive tract. Varying 
shapes and sizes of  the radular teeth are characteristic of  
species and there are differences between herbivorous (algae) 
feeders and carnivorous species predating on other marine 
organisms. The illustration shows rasping radula marks made 
by a limpet grazing the algal meadows.

References supplied on request.

Rosalind Cole
Photos: View from Lyme Regis
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Charmouth Heritage Coast Centre

Rangers, Brownies and playgroups and details will be released 
later in the year. If  there are any other youth groups in the 
village that would like to become involved, then please do 
contact the team down at the Centre.

Although the spring and summer may seem a long way off, 
the events programme has been planned until June 2014 and 
we have a new event for this year… the Jurassic Discovery 
Weekend. Visitors can join the team for a whole weekend to 
discover the past and present marine life of  the area. One 
day will be based around the fossils, with fossil hunting and 
activities, and the other day will be marine-based, with rock 
pooling, and plankton trawling and oceans of  fun games. 
Further details of  all our events for the spring and early summer 
period, will be available shortly at the Centre and on the 
website www.charmouth.org/chcc.

All of  this would not be possible without the support of  our 
volunteers. A couple of  dates for the diary for the Friends of  
Charmouth Heritage Coast Centre are detailed below:

23rd January 3.30pm for 4.00pm, The Life & Ideas of  Charles 
Darwin by David Croman

27th February 11.00am, Friends AGM & Buffet Lunch

For further information on any of  our events please contact the 
Centre on 01297 560772 or visit the website www.charmouth.
org/chcc

Meirel, Phil & Lyndsey

HAPPY NEW YEAR!
Despite the cold weather, many things have 
been changing over the winter months 
down at the Centre. We have started phase 
two of the Centre’s five year plan, with the 
movement of the Scelidosaurus dinosaur 
cast and the installation of new marine 
tanks in the education room, one of which 

will house our now resident baby cuttlefish. How much 
longer we will be able to call them “baby” remains to be 
seen as their voracious appetite for prawns grows more 
each day… as does their size. The Junior Rangers at the 
Centre have played a part in making sure that their food 
supply remains steady, with them braving the cold weather 
in December to help catch prawns and sand hoppers from 
the shore at Charmouth.

Our thanks must go to the Centre’s Winter Working Party, 
without whom none of  the above would be possible. Come rain 
or shine, every Tuesday over the winter, a band of  volunteers 
arrives with tools in hand ready for work.

We have also been busy compiling funding applications for 
a series of  new community events and assistance with other 
planned projects. I would like to thank both the Charmouth 
Parish Council and the Charmouth Traders for their funding 
contributions, which will both go specifically to the events 
that we have planned for our village youth groups. We will 
be planning sessions for the Scouts, Beavers, Cubs, Junior 

Friends of  the Charmouth 
Heritage Coast Centre

A big thank you to all working Friends for many hours of  
work over the pleasantly warm autumn 
months. We still need a few more working 
Friends and what better time to join us than 
the quieter winter months with fewer visitors; 
even if  you only offer one or two sessions 
each month, that is still very helpful. There 
are training sessions organised and run by 
the Warden team in February (desk duties) 
and March (fossil walks); these are essential 
for new working Friends and useful to those 
who have been involved for many years. 

Friends also benefit from the social aspects 
of  membership, including group walks, lectures on 
interesting subjects and other seasonal get-togethers. Eden 
has written a short piece about the end of  season meeting 
which took place before her illustrated lecture on tides, a 

topic which was well-received.

Ammonite pin badges exclusive to the CHCC have been an 
item on the Friends’ Committee agenda for over a year. We 
now have the bright new badges in their attractive boxes, all 
designed in-house by our seasonal warden Helen. These 

are an attractive addition to our selection of  
items in the shop and we hope that all Friends 
and visitors alike will want to have one for the 
minimum donation of  £1. The colour will change 
each year so you may want to start by collecting 
the 2014 version now. We appreciate the 
support of  many shops and other organisations 
in the village who have agreed to have our pin 
badge boxes.

Thanks once again for all your hard work 
contributing to a very successful season for 

the Coast Centre. I wish you an enjoyable festive 
season and hope to see all the Friends at the AGM and 
lunch in the New Year.

Ros Cole, Chairman

The Centre’s Winter Working Party
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Charmouth Heritage Coast 
Centre held its end of  

season meeting on  
7th November

Richard Salisbury has just retired as Chair of  the CHCC 
Trustees, a post he has occupied since 2004 – nine years 
of  dedication and service. He spoke of  his years as Chair, 
starting in 2004, the same year that Meirel Whaites our 
Senior Warden started. There have been many ups and 
downs over the years with, early on, the extension to the 
Centre, which created a much larger and more useful 
space, especially useful for educational purposes. He 
spoke of  how proud he was of  the Centre, being unique 
and very special which, while being a centre for visitors, 
education and a social centre, still has to function as a 
business as well. Gifts were given to Richard and also to 
his wife Pam for all her patience over the years. 

It has been ‘all change’ for the Centre this year, as earlier 
in the year Chris Horton had stepped down after an 
amazing 12 years as Chair of  the Friends of  CHCC, being 
replaced by Ros Cole. Although thanks had been given 
at the time of  Chris’s ‘official’ departure, we took the 
opportunity of  this meeting to thank him again, to make 
a proper presentation, and also to thank his wife Rose. 
Over the years Chris has also helped thousands of  school 
children learn about fossils on the beach walks. Chris will 
be much missed as Chair, but we are all pleased to know 
that he plans to remain involved. 

So with 21 years between them, we wish them a well 
deserved retirement. 

Eden Thomson

Phil Davidson, Geological Warden at 
Charmouth Heritage Coast Centre says: 
‘The best fossils are found loose on the 
beach. Due to all the recent rain, the cliffs 
are very unstable and you should make 
sure you keep your distance from them. 
Also the excessive rain has created lots 
of  sticky mudslides that should be avoided 
and can cut off  the beach on an incoming 
tide. Always check the tides times before 
going out fossil hunting.

 BLUE LIGHT  
AWARE

Irrespective of how much driving experience a motorist may have, 
the very sudden approach of an emergency vehicle on a ‘blue 
light run’ can cause panic and the possibility that ‘life and death’ 
time could be wasted if the wrong action is chosen. All ‘blue light’ 
drivers will tell you that there have been times when motorists 
around them have panicked and reacted in a wholly unexpected 
manner. Loud sirens and flashing blue lights are designed to warn 
other road users of an approaching emergency vehicle responding 
to an urgent call for help. You can help too by knowing what to 
do when the emergency vehicle is coming through. Keep calm, 
look and listen and if you hear a siren or see flashing blue lights, 
assume there is something coming your way and give yourself 
time to plan. Turn any music off in your car so that you can hear 
the siren better and concentrate. Look for somewhere to pull over 
and stop if it is safe, even if the emergency vehicle is on the other 
side of the road. Use your indicators to show that you are pulling 
over and then there is no risk of causing confusion to other road 
users. Stay off kerbs, pavements and verges (these tend to hide all 
sorts of obstacles and ditches) 

Emergency vehicles come in all shapes and sizes so if you stop, 
make sure there is a large enough space for the emergency vehicle 
to get through. One very important point is that you should always 
stay safe and legal. At traffic lights, emergency drivers will try to 
find their way around you. They will not expect or want you to 
go through a red light, so make sure you stay behind the white 
stop line. The exception to this rule is if a uniformed police officer 
directs you through a red light. In these circumstances be sure to 
follow the police officer’s exact instructions. 

Although not applicable locally, when driving in larger 
conurbations, be careful about entering bus lanes as it may be 
unsafe or illegal to do so. If you are approaching a junction or 
a roundabout and you see an emergency vehicle, remember the 
driver behind you may not have the same view, so do not brake 
suddenly. If you are already at the junction, be patient and wait 
for the emergency vehicle to come past. On motorways and dual 
carriageways, do not overtake a blue light vehicle; this will ensure 
you do not become involved in the incident they are attending.

Give any responding vehicle plenty of room and follow it at a safe 
distance. If you are travelling on a road with a solid white line 
system, the emergency vehicle may switch off its siren as it follows 
you. It can only legally pass you if you have stopped completely 
so keep going at the speed limit, if it is safe to do so, until you are 
out of the solid white lines. Then expect the siren to go back on 
and the vehicle to come past. Also keep going on the approach to a 
bend or on the brow of a hill, then pull over when there is a better 
view ahead.

Check your mirrors for any signals the emergency service vehicle 
may be giving. This will help you understand where it wants to 
go. Of course if it is a police vehicle in your rear view mirror, look 
carefully as it may be signalling specifically for you to stop. If 
you have slowed down or stopped do not move off or accelerate 
until the emergency vehicle has passed completely. Have a good 
look around and be aware of other drivers who may decide to pop 
into a gap created by the emergency vehicle. Finally, be aware that 
there may be more than one emergency vehicle coming; listen for 
different sirens and look all round before moving off.

In summary, remaining aware and observant gives you time to 
anticipate and plan without compromising your safety. What’s 
more your courtesy could well be helping to save a life. If you see 
anybody in trouble along the coast, dial 999 or 112 and ask for the 
Coastguard.””

Nick Bale
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A Night at Moonfleet 
Manor, Dorsetshire

‘Forsooth!’ said Mistress Josephine Seaperson, 
known to some as ‘Montego Jo’ to her 
swaggering husband Michael Seaperson Esq. 
He was none other than the fearsome ‘Calico 
Mick’.

‘This Moonfleet is verily a handsome place!’

Arriving by carriage the famous contrabandiers 
on this occasion had no naughty purpose to 
their visit, but rather simply to sample the 
ready delights the Manor at Moonfleet had to 
offer.

They were greeted fulsomely by the Manor 
guard dog.

‘What name hath thy dog?’ enquired Mistress 
Seaperson.

‘Why, ‘tis known hereabouts as ‘Snoopy’, your 
good ladyship’.

The fearsome hound did obligingly lay fore-
stretched upon the parterre with not one, not 
two but all four of his furred feet a-waggling 
in the air and Mistress Seaperson was glad of 
heart to rub his belly.

‘Gadsbodikins but this is a beauteous place!’ 

ejaculated Calico Mick.

‘Fie!’ said Montego Jo. 

‘Why so, fie?’

‘Just fie’.

But it was indeed as fair a place as any to 
which they had ever ventured. Before reaching 
their own chamber they tarried awhile in the 
snug. The room, spacious and elegant, was 
furnished with all manner of wondrous items 
from all corners of this merry globe. 

‘Hush a hey ho!’ 

‘Hark, for there be things here from the Orient, 
from deepest Africa, and yet even so from the 
Indies to the West.

‘And gadzooks, above that door, a stuffed bear 
from the white wastes of the north!’

‘Mistress, I think it only fair that we sample a 
mojito, a very fine drink of cheeky rum from 
the Caribes, lime from the Spanish Isles and 
mint from an English garden’.

‘Why yes, good husband’.

But alas the pleasant manservant said 

‘In this thing, good sir, we are not favoured. 
We are out of mint. But perhaps we can tempt 
you with an elderflower frizzo, or perhaps what 
some call a ‘cosmopolitan’?’

And the buccaneers happily accepted the 
temptation, and, sitting deep in the most 
comfort-worthy chairs they chortled and 
laughed and bickered together. For they had 
been wed some many years and bickering is 
par for any course.

Thence to their chamber.

‘Why, rest thine eyes, good husband, on this 
wondrous sight’. For the chamber was lovingly 
appointed with furniture they would dearly love 
to have furnished of their own country estate. 

The room moreover had windows which looked 
out to the south and indeed to the west. Such 
views they enjoyed of the Fleet and the wide 
ocean beyond. They spied many birds flying 
low over the elegant lagoon, and a goodly 
number of vessels high upon the horizon.

‘We might see some scurvy ruffians about 
their dastardly purpose?’ suggested Mistress 
Seaperson. 

‘Keep your grummets on the pin’ answered her 
companion.

‘What meaneth this?’

‘I know not, but we can find out. ‘Tis here in 
the book ‘Moonfleet’ by J Meade Falkner esq.’

‘But let us not be slugabeds! Let us take a turn 
around the grounds before we hob and nob at 
the table’.

After a stroll in the rolling gardens along the 
bushes of bramble plumps they took their 
places for an evening of dinner by candlelight. 
And they did dine on terrines and parfaits and 
all manner of goodly treats, guinea fowl and 
dainty elderflower jelly and potatoes done in all 
manner of ways. A goodly wine washed down 
the honeycomb and caramelle and chocolate 
and fruits from the Indies. 

‘Tush good husband! I can hardly move’. 

‘Verily, good wife, I am stuffed’.

‘We must share details of our sojourn at 
Moonfleet with acquaintances near and far!’

Moonfleet Manor is a lovely Georgian house 
overlooking Chesil Beach. They are very 
‘child-friendly’ and offer lots of facilities, and 
fabulous food, in a spectacular setting.

Moonfleet Manor, Weymouth, Dorset, DT3 4ED 
0844 482 2152 
www.moonfleetmanorhotel.co.uk

Jo Seaman

Where is it?
Charmouth historian Neil Mattingly has unearthed these 
photos of  buildings in the village. If  you know where any 
of  them are/were and can add stories/anecdotes about the 
buildings or their owners, please email editor@shoreline-
charmouth.co.uk

First World War 
Centenary

Shoreline is very interested in publishing material 
relating to Charmouth during the First World War. Do 
you have any photographs, family memorabilia, stories, 
etc. that relate to the village and its inhabitants during 
the period 1914-1918? Information on Charmouth 
villagers who fought 
during the war would be 
especially appreciated. 
Original documents 
would be handled with 
great care, scanned 
on the computer and 
could be returned to 
the owners the same 
day. We’d be pleased to 
hear from you if you can 
help in any way. Please 
email lesley@shoreline-
charmouth.co.uk or 
phone 01297 561644. 
Thank you.
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Is it Cheese & Onion or Salt & Vinegar?
Nowadays consumers are spoilt for choice when it comes 
to buying crisps. There are a multitude of flavours – blue 
stilton, port & cranberry, maple-smoked barbecue, lamb and 
mint sauce… even ‘hedgehog’, to name a few of the recent 
additions. Apparently in Britain we munch our way through 
an estimated six billion packs annually. But what has all this 
got to do with Charmouth, I can hear you ask? I will tell you.

Older crisp lovers will clearly recall when potato 
crisps were only available in an unadulterated 
form. The sole added extra within each pack was 
a small dark blue square of  paper containing 
0.6g of  salt. Sealed with a twist, the salt was 
invariably difficult to find. 

Weybridge-born Tony’s education was affected 
by the London evacuations during the war and 
at 14 he obtained a position as office boy in the 
town clerk’s department at Guildford Borough 
Council. After two years’ National Service in 
the Army and a posting to Aldershot, he was 
selected to help run the Ministry of  Agriculture, 
Fisheries & Food’s then new abattoir in Guildford, which was 
the most advanced in the world. A job at the National Farmers’ 
Union in London as assistant secretary to the meat and poultry 
committee followed. “Then I managed to secure a job selling 
poultry to the trade”, says Tony. “Most of  the carcases were 
dumped on Smithfield market and it was my job to find more 
profitable outlets. So I introduced my company to T Walls & Co 
and the Shippams Paste Co. I decided to further my career 
and obtained a position as assistant to the managing director 
of  Premier Farm Products in Watford and eventually set up a 
business on my own with a colleague and we tried to introduce 
a scheme called ‘portion control’. Until then, meat wholesalers 
sold in bulk to industrial canteens, which were overcharged. We 
decided to sell per portion, which was a much more efficient 
and cheaper way. To quote a buying director of  Bird’s Eye 
Foods: ‘Tony, you’re 40 years ahead of  your time.’ That method 
is all the rage now!”

Looking further afield for opportunities, Tony approached the 
then unknown Griffiths Labs of  Toronto and Chicago, now 
a global manufacturer of  food ingredients. “We formed an 
enterprise in the UK which eventually became an offshoot of  
the Spillers Co and sold food flavourings and additives to the 
food and drink industry – a new concept. By the mid-1960s 
we thought plain crisps a little tame and introduced the idea 
of  adding flavours as they came off  the baking line”, Tony 
explains. The industry was then dominated by Smith’s, formed 
in the UK after World War I, followed by Golden Wonder.

He took several test packs of  cheese and onion flavoured 
crisps to a firm in Gateshead. The manager exclaimed: ‘Ee lad, 
that idea’ll never take off’, so Tony returned south, leaving the 
crisps behind. “I had hard hardly caught my breath when I had 
a phone call asking for ‘two tonnes – straightaway’. Once one 
company had the product, they all wanted it”. 

“Flavoured crisps became a tremendous success and cheese 
and onion flavour was followed a year or two later by salt and 
vinegar. More emphasis used to be laid on whether a product 
was natural or artificial and we overcame that by calling the 
ingredients ‘nature identical’, which meant that the ingredients 
had an identical substance to what could be found in natural 
products”, continues Tony. “In my opinion, crisp flavours are not 

as palatable as they were, but then most people 
don’t remember the flavours of  earlier days”.

In the early 1970s, as sales director of  the British 
Pepper & Spice Co, one of  the largest flavouring 
companies in the UK, Tony sold to the trade. “We 
supplied Walkers, which was always recognised 
as the best, and I remember when M&S wanted 
the same cheese & onion flavouring for their 
crisps. But we had an exclusivity agreement and 
couldn’t sell the s easoning blend elsewhere. 
Eventually M&S gave their crisp business to 
Walkers”.

Tony’s last job was a far cry from the world of  crisps. He was 
responsible for a huge house in leafy Onslow Square in South 
Kensington that had been converted into flats. He helped many 
well-known visitors and tenants, including Sir Richard Bayliss, 
then the Queen’s physician; Sir David Steel, then chairman of  
British Petroleum; Lady Marks; Lady Jellicoe; Lord Sherfield; 
Julian Lloyd-Webber; Hugh Grant; Liz Hurley; and Henry 
Kissinger. “I had great admiration for Sir David Steel”, recalls 
Tony. “He was a tank commander during the war and his tank 
received a direct hit, setting it on fire. He managed to escape 
but then realised that the driver was still inside. He rescued the 
man and was awarded a Military Cross for his bravery. That job 
in Onslow Square proved to be the most interesting time in my 
life”.

Since 2000 Tony has been involved with the London 
Appreciation Society. Formed in 1932 by a school master who 
wanted to give his pupils an interest outside the classroom, 
Tony was a history tour leader and helped with the society’s 
paperwork. Using his persuasive powers, he even managed to 
take a group into the London sewers!

“When my colleagues knew that I was coming to live in 
Charmouth with my great friends Kay and Neil Solomon, they 
thought that I would miss London. But I absolutely love it here. 
The difference lies in the friendliness and politeness of  the 
people and the general ambience and slower pace of  life”.

So the next time you’re snacking, be thankful to the man in 
our midst who was behind the introduction of  flavours to the 
humble potato crisp!

Lesley Dunlop

David Craner
• Town Crier • Toastmaster

• Tudor Bellman  
• Balloon Twister

 
Tel 01297 560840 Mobile 07875 925965

e-mail davidcraner@btinternet.com
www.towncrier-davidcraner.co.uk

Covering West Dorset, East Devon and South Somerset
For more information, visit our website

www.cpman.co.uk
From security check and maintenance to renovating-we organise everything.

Tel: Catherine Marchbank 01297 561637  mob: 07775 666612

Email: contact@cpman.co.uk
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Bopper Bus
What it is and who it is for:

Come and join us on the Bopper Bus - the Friday night 
leisure bus to Bridport Leisure Centre. Available to children 
8 years and over. Pick up from Charmouth at 4.45 p.m. 
and return by 8.00 p.m. The bus picks up at some of  the 
surrounding villages and hamlets before arriving at the 
Leisure Centre. Whilst there, the children have a session in 
the Sports hall doing a range of  activities which include: 
unihoc, crash mat racing, martial arts, dance, badminton, 
table tennis, dodge ball etc. This is followed by a 45 minute 
free play session in the pool. Inclusive cost of  £2.00.For 
further information and/or membership contact Melanie 
Harvey on 01297 560393

Fundraising:

This poem was written by a member of  St Giles Church 
where a collection was made for the Bopper Bus at their 
carol service.

BOPPER BUS

What is the Bopper Bus? Why did it start? 
We want to keep fit, it’s good for the heart 
From Chideock and Charmouth and villages small 
We need transport to the Centre to swim or play football.

Who helps fund the Bopper Bus? Who do you thank? 
The Lions and our councils help funds in the bank 
Easter egg raffles, long walks, the odd fete 
Sponsors and fundraisers have all been just great!

Who uses the Bopper Bus? Who’s in the crowd? 
All children from 8 to 16 are allowed 
Every Friday in term time we wait for our bus 
The leisure centre, Bridport, is where it takes us

What use can you make of  the Bopper Bus run? 
Football, badminton, trampolining -- fun! 

For 45 minutes, then swim drink and snack 
Before Bopper Bus carries its weary load back.

Sponsor a seat on the Bopper Bus for £20

The Bopper Bus team is 
inviting local businesses and 
individuals to “sponsor a seat” 
on the bus for £20 as part of  
its latest fund raising drive.

The Bopper Bus is a 
community initiative operated 
by volunteers that takes 
children aged between eight 
and 16 from villages around 
Bridport to the leisure centre every Friday evening in term 
time. The Bridport Leisure Centre organises a wide range 
of  activities for Bopper Bus members in the sports hall, 
followed by a swimming session. The children also have 
the opportunity to share a snack and a chat before the bus 
returns them home.

The bus has been running for over ten years with help from 
many organisations, including local parish councils, the 
district and town councils, the Chideock Trust, the West 
Dorset Partnership and local businesses and individuals. 
But we now need more help to keep the wheels turning 
in 2013/14 and are appealing to local businesses, 
organisations and individuals for financial help. 

If  you are a local business, why not sponsor a seat on the 
bus for £20? We can’t promise a brass plaque, but will send 
you a certificate to display in your premises. The Bopper 
Bus team asks supporters to send a cheque, made payable 
to The Bopper Bus Organisation, to Lyn Crisp, Bopper Bus 
treasurer, Farmers Arms, Mill Lane, Chideock, DT6 6JS.

Contact: Sarah Silcox (01297 489905) Melanie Harvey 
(01297 560393) or Lyn Crisp (01297 489098) for more 
details.

I have just returned from a month visiting Uganda Lodge, 
Ntungamo in West Uganda where I worked three years ago 
as a volunteer in the village school. As a result of  hearing a 
programme earlier this year on Woman’s Hour I decided to do 
some fund raising for washable sanitary towels for the teenage 
girls and women in the area where I was working. The girls 
usually take a week off  school when they menstruate and 
before long they don’t bother to go back at all. I believe that if  
we can keep the girls in school that an educated mother will 
mean educated children. 

I had already sent money out to Uganda earlier this year and 
was able to ask the women how they got on with the Afripads. 
In every case they were delighted and would often say, ‘God 
bless you.’ I told them it wasn’t just me, that it was women in 
England who wanted them to have this basic comfort. Where I 
work in Uganda is very rural and a woman’s comfort is low on 
the financial needs of  a household and so this little luxury is 
even more valuable. I would like to say thank you to those who 
have already given towards the scheme. I have made contact 
with a Ugandan lady, Lillian Kamusiime, who holds a meeting 
every Sunday night with women in Kabali on the Rwandan 
border, called Voices of  Value, and she has asked if  I can help 
supply them in her area, so you can see the word is spreading.

It costs £5.00 to give an African woman washable sanitary 
pads for a year and I want to make as many women as possible 

aware, in order to be able to contribute to this basic comfort. 
The alternative is for the African women to use old newspapers, 
rags or banana leaves; you can only imagine the inefficiency 
and discomfort. I’d be delighted to hear from anyone interested 
in either donating £5 or hosting a fund raising event like a 
coffee morning for Afripads.

Wendy Knee 01297 561493 
wendy@wendyknee.com  
www.afripads.com

Afripads
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Charmouth Poetry CornerCharmouth Village People

A recent survey sent out to GPs showed that a lot of 
people go to visit the doctor because they are lonely. 
There is so much going on in Charmouth but I do 

appreciate that the first step is approaching one of the 
societies or clubs and then going to it on your own. I can 
strongly recommend a visit to the Central Library where 
you will find a wealth of information about what there is to 
do in and around Charmouth. Age and mobility need not be 
a barrier; these are some of the activities that I am involved 
with: On the first Tuesday of the month in the Hollands 
Room, Bridge Road, Charmouth, you can have a two course 
lunch, usually followed by showing a film. From January 
till Easter every week on Thursday mornings we serve 
breakfast in the Hollands Room. You can choose from a full 
English breakfast, homemade waffles with various toppings 
or just drop in and have a cup of tea or coffee and a chat. 
The local policeman often drops in for his bacon sandwich.

On the first and third Wednesday afternoon of  the month, 
Memorable Memoirs get together in the Central library café. 
In the past we have had speakers who have told us about 
life as an actress, a soprano singer, fishing in Lyme Bay and 
much more. The most interesting stories are often from you 
who attend and we urge you to bring along any photographs 
or memories to share. Other people’s lives are fascinating and 
over a cup of  tea we love to exchange stories or just listen and 
enjoy what other people have to say.

As a result of  these social events we have had a couple of  
days out and from this we decided to go on holiday and on 
Monday 21st October, 14 of  us went to the Isle of  Wight for five 
days. It was great fun; we stayed in a very comfortable hotel 
overlooking the sea and each night there was entertainment. 
We visited Osborne House, went on a steam train and had a 
very interesting morning looking around a Roman Villa. Next 
year we are planning something even more adventurous!

This is why we are called ‘Charmouth Village People’. We 
are listening to the village people and responding to what 
they want. Do come along to any of  the events as it is the 
people that make the occasion and as well as having a lot 
of  fun we have created a great place to have conversation 
and relax.   Contact Jan Gale: 07897 511075  www.
charmouthvillagepeople.com 

Wendy Knee

WINTER 
by Peter Crowter

Tis time those shorts and skimpy clothes into the drawer are tossed, 

Cause that’s not dew upon the grass I do believe it’s frost. 

Meant to bring those plants in, should have known they would succumb, 

Time to turn the heating on cause winter’s surely come.

Fill up those garden feeders grateful birds will come along, 

There’s sure to be a robin who will thank you with a song. 

The other birds are just as pleased but you won’t hear them sing, 

To hear their cheerful chorus you will have to wait till spring.

It’s well into December now, we’ve reached the shortest day, 

And now they’re getting longer but I shouldn’t shout ‘Hooray!’ 

The winter’s hardly started and you ain’t seen nothing yet, 

Cause Jan and Feb are coming up and they’re an icy threat.

But first of all there’s Christmas and for most of us that’s fun, 

With gifts and pud and lots of booze and turkey by the ton. 

Close behind is New Years Eve that some call Hogmanay, 

Some resolve to mend their ways, least that is what they say.

It’s seriously colder now, the rain has turned to sleet, 

And there’s the council lorry spreading grit all down The Street. 

Next day I get the paper, overnight I think it snowed, 

The pavements are all icy and it’s safer on the road.

And then we get some proper snow, the world is dazzling white, 

And looking from my window it’s a really lovely sight. 

It’s times like this I realise retirement is a perk, 

I can stay here in the warm and not go out to work.

And now we’re in the shortest month and it’s still freezing cold, 

Tis time to send a Valentine, I don’t think I’m too old. 

The rooks are cawing cries of love as on their trees they sway 

I think I heard a blackbird sing, spring must be on the way.
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 Winter Warmer Soups from the White House

The last two winters in Dorset, like much of the country, 
have been really rather chilly. Coming from the north 
country, where winters like that are pretty much 

the norm, it is a bit of a shock to the system when the 
temperature plummets way below Dorset’s generally much 
milder microclimate. 

Hearty, homemade soups are the perfect antidote to the winter 
blues. They are not just warming and nutritious, but also easy to 
make and much cheaper than the shop bought, tinned variety. 
Here are a couple of  recipes that will certainly keep the winter 
chill away.

If  you have a chicken or turkey carcass left over from the festive 
season, don’t bin them, roast them in the oven for half  an hour 
or so, then pop them in a large pan with water, celery, onion, 
bay leaf  and carrots and simmer for a couple of  hours. Strain 
and use this stock when making your soups. Stock cubes have 
their place but nothing takes a soup to the next flavour level 
like a real stock; it is worth the effort and if  you don’t use it all, 
freeze it for future use.

Curried Butternut Squash and Tomato Soup

1 medium butternut squash, remove the woody stalk and 
roughly chop up the rest, skin and seeds included

2 medium onions

1 leek

2 cloves of  garlic

Tin of  chopped tomatoes

Chicken stock

1 tablespoon of  medium curry paste or hotter if  you prefer!

Sauté the squash, garlic, leeks and onions in a little oil until they 
just start to brown slightly, then add the curry paste and cook 
gently for a couple more minutes to let all the flavours release. 
Add the tomato and stock to cover all the ingredients, bring to 
the boil and simmer for 15 minutes. 

Blend all the ingredients with a hand blender or food processor, 
adjust the thickness by adding more stock if  necessary and 

pass through a sieve into a pan. Bring back to the boil, adjust 
the consistency and seasoning, (whisk in more curry paste 
if  you wish it to be a little more punchy). Serve with a swirl of  
natural yoghurt, coriander and a few toasted sesame seeds 
and maybe a drizzle of  chilli oil....

Polish Vegetable and Barley Soup

Barley is a much underused grain. It makes a great substitute 
for the relatively expensive arborio rice and in northern Italian 
dishes is known as orzotto. The following soup is I believe a 
Polish recipe and is more like a main course meal than a starter. 
This is usually made with a ham stock but chicken or indeed 
turkey stock is just as good.

4oz pearl barley

2 oz diced carrot

2oz diced onion

2oz diced celery

2oz diced leek

2oz sliced mushrooms

2oz sliced green beans

1.5 pints ham stock 

2oz diced ham 

Sprig of  thyme

Bay leaf  

4 fl oz single cream

Fry the carrot, onion, leek, celery and mushrooms gently in 
a little oil, add the bay leaf, thyme and barley and pour in the 
stock. Bring to a simmer and cook for 15 to 20 minutes until 
the barley is soft, adding more stock if  necessary. Add the 
green beans, ham and single cream and simmer for a further 
two minutes. Remove the bay leaf  and thyme sprig, adjust 
consistency, season with salt and plenty of  black pepper and 
serve.

Ian Simpson

 Charmouth Pharmacy

Francis Lock and his team helping to 
care for our community since 1987

Tel: 01297 560261

Enjoy Swimming ?

• Two Month 
• Ten Month 
• Annual 
• Pay as you Go

Become a member of our superb pool 
and enjoy swimming  throughout the 
year. The pool, at 54 x 27 feet, is large 
enough to have a really good swim and 
yet not so big that a length seems like 
a marathon!   

The water is kept at a lovely 86F  
– just the right temperature to ease 
those aching joints! 

So what better way to spend a few 
hours than having a swim ...and then 
finishing off with a tea or coffee

Reduced  fees for children 
(under 5’s free) 

Wood Farm  
Caravan Park     
Charmouth   
Tel: 01297 560697
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We Remember
The following tributes were read out by Don Macnair’s family at 
his Thanksgiving Service at St Andrew’s Church on 1st October 
2013.

Donald Macnair
12July 1932 – 23 September 2013

IAN

Donald John Macnair was born to Doris and John Macnair 
in Whitby on 12th July1932 and shortly afterwards the family 
moved to Hull as father was employed by 
Customs & Excise. Don enjoyed all the 
attention from his mother and father during the 
first four years of  his life, but life never runs 
smooth. In 1936 Donald’s nose was pushed 
out of  joint (not literally) with the arrival of  two 
noisy twin brothers. As we were so small, a 
nanny was employed to look after Don and he 
enjoyed escaping from her quite frequently, 
making her chase him round in circles. She 
never thought of  going the opposite way to 
catch him, he was mischievous even then!!

MALCOLM

The whole family moved back to Barnet just 
before the war. In those days of  austerity toys 
were non-existent, so Don used his initiative to help occupy us 
by making tractors out of  cotton reels, rubber bands, pencils, 
candles and match sticks which we raced on the floor; he also 
turned over the bagatelle board to make a football pitch on 
which we played with tiddlywinks and a ruler. Because of  the 
war three of  us slept under the stairs and were occasionally 
evacuated from the house. Eventually our parents were so 
worried that mother took us back to her native Yorkshire where 
she rented a farm cottage without electricity and we enjoyed a 
rural life playing on the moors and by the river and attending 
the village school.

IAN

However, Father thought the one–classroom school was 
inadequate and we returned to Barnet where Don passed 
the Scholarship and attended the Queen Elizabeth Grammar 
School for Boys which was the best school in the area. He did 
really well and matriculated age 16. As well as playing chess 
and draughts with us Don showed us how to make gun powder 
from a chemistry set and, of  course we (the twins) caused a 
large explosion in the shed. Our parents were not amused. One 
day he thought it would be a good idea to arrange a boxing 
contest in the garden. With four posts and rope a boxing ring 
was made. Being the older brother he said he would be the 
referee and time keeper and Malcolm and I had to box one 
another in the ring and we subsequently found out what the two 
pairs of  boxing gloves were for. We also played cricket in the 
garden but he always liked to be the wicket keeper all padded 
up. CLEVER DONALD!

MALCOLM

Donald was interested in astronomy. He had a telescope and 
a microscope and studied all sorts of  things including hairs 
pinched from our heads!! At an early age Don developed a 
passion for classical music and acquired a gramophone in 
his bedroom which only played 78rpm records – so the same 
record (often Wagner) was played repeatedly and drove the 
rest of  the family mad!! This was the start of  Don’s massively 
comprehensive collection of  records, tapes and CDs.

After leaving school Don joined Lloyds Bank and at 18 he 

was called up for National Service and joined the Royal Army 
Pay Corps. Whilst doing his square bashing he unwittingly 
crossed the Parade Ground and a squad of  marching soldiers 
saluted him thinking he was an Officer – he was spotted by 
the RSM and put on “Jankers”!!!!! Don served most of  his 
time in Germany and learned to speak the language. He was 
promoted to Lance Corporal, which was most unusual for a 
conscript.

IAN

After National Service Don rejoined Lloyds Bank in Berkley 
Square. He joined the 18 – 30 Club in Barnet and went on a 

group holiday to the Norfolk Broads where he 
noticed a girl (Ann) on the other boat, so he went 
to borrow some potatoes (any old excuse!). He 
was not known for peeling potatoes which he 
had never done before or since! To the family’s 
delight romance blossomed and Don and Ann 
were married on 18th June 1966 at Little Heath 
Church, Potters Bar. They started their married 
life in Hatfield, Hertfordshire and in due course 
had two sons – Andrew born in April 1969 and 
Duncan born in February 1972. Life can be cruel 
and devastating when Duncan age two-and-a-
half  years became seriously ill with leukaemia 
and tragically died at the age of  5. No parents 
should have to experience this suffering, causing 
great stress. Don and Ann’s famous Annual 
Coffee mornings and other fundraising activities 

have raised thousands of  pounds for Leukaemia Research.

MALCOLM

Don became the Assistant Manager of  the Hatfield Branch of  
Lloyds Bank and when the manager had a breakdown. He had 
to combine both jobs which was very stressful.

Donald suffered a major stroke in1985. With his determination 
and courage he survived and eventually took early retirement. 
Following Andrew and Lisa’s wedding in 1990 Don and Ann 
decided to move and came to Charmouth in 1992. Soon after 
Don and Ann became proud grandparents. Don’s interest in 
geology and fossils led him to become a very active member 
of  Charmouth Heritage Coast Centre. He was also a member 
of  the Stroke Club, the Bowls Club, the Colonia Lunch Club, the 
Music Society and St. Mary’s Church, Catherston Leweston. 
Don was an intrepid traveller and despite his disabilities he and 
Ann have travelled extensively including visits overseas. We 
must express our appreciation for all the love and care Ann has 
given over the years to our brother Donald.

IAN

In the last few weeks of  his life Don’s health took a turn for the 
worse, and when I spoke to him in hospital he indicated he did 
not want to be a burden to anybody who would have to care for 
him, and said he did not want to go into a care home. He will be 
sadly missed.

God Bless You Donald.

THANKS 
I should like to express my grateful thanks and that of  the family 
for all the support everyone gave us at Don’s Thanksgiving 
Service on 1st October. It was quite overwhelming to see how 
many people attended the service and who gave so generously 
to the two charities we named. The music used is what he 
would have chosen and the splendid solo sung by Rosemary 
‘The Lord Bless You and Keep You’ was just right. We are sure 
that Don would have been so pleased. Ann
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Ragwort ALERT – PART 2

In this second article, I aim to confirm why the spread 
of ragwort is such a big issue. Almost everyone will 
have heard that ragwort kills horses, or that it is most 

dangerous when included in hay or silage. However, who 
is legally responsible for doing what? How do I summarise 
the dry contents of two laws and a DEFRA Code of 
Practice? I found (to my delight and great surprise) that 
a recent letter from a Government Minister is an ideal 
solution. It is quoted in full below as ‘Exhibit A’. Also, I want 
to clarify who among Shoreline’s readers may be obliged to 
take action (and what kind of action).

EXHIBIT A

‘With the growing season fast approaching, I am writing to a number of  public 
bodies to remind them of  their responsibilities in relation to the Weeds Act 
(1959).’

‘DEFRA takes its responsibilities under this legislation very seriously. We are 
committed to working in partnership with our colleagues in the public sector to 
ensure these responsibilities are fulfilled.’

‘First, let me be absolutely clear about what these responsibilities are.’

‘The Weeds Act specifies five injurious weeds. The best known is the species 
senecio jacobaea, better known as Common ragwort.‘

‘The term injurious means that the plant poses a potential threat to agricultural 
land and/or activities. In the case of  ragwort, which is toxic, this threat often 
means that there is a risk that animals may be poisoned.’

‘Where such a threat is present land occupiers, including public bodies, are 
expected to take reasonable steps to prevent the spread of  the plant. If  they 
fail to do so our statutory powers allow us to serve an enforcement notice 
requiring action to be taken.’

‘Natural England, one of  DEFRA’s delivery partners, has been delegated 
responsibility for investigating complaints about injurious weeds and for taking 
the appropriate enforcement action. I understand that cases involving public 
bodies have proved challenging in the past. As such, I am writing to seek your 
co-operation on this issue in the future.’

‘In order to assist public bodies (along with other land owners and occupiers) 
in fulfilling their responsibilities, the Government amended the Weeds Act 
with the ragwort Control Act (2003). This provided for a Code of  Practice on 
preventing ragwort spread.’

‘The Code, which is annexed to this letter, provides a benchmark against 
which compliance can be measured. It makes all parties aware of  what 
action would be deemed reasonable. By promoting good practice and good 
neighbourliness, the Code aims to reduce significantly the risk that horses 
and other livestock might be poisoned. I would ask that you take the time to 
re-familiarise yourself  with its content.’

‘Where these plants pose a threat, we are committed to working in partnership 
with you to ensure that reasonable ation is taken. I look forward to your co-
operation in this regard in the future.’

Richard Benyan, Minister for Natural Environment and Fisheries, January 2013

While researching the subject, I have discovered that there are 
some voices of  dissent regarding the need to control ragwort. 
For a moment I thought I was researching the badger cull, but 
no, the control of  ragwort is itself  quite a controversial subject. 
I had better start by going through some general points those 
dissenters tend to raise and offer my response to each.

A DISSENTER’S VIEW MY RESPONSE TO HIM OR HER

‘ragwort is a native plant 
with some insect species 
dependant on its success.’

There are safe havens enough, for ragwort. 
Our own local examples would include the 
land slip at Black Ven. This is no argument for 
leaving ragwort unchecked in close proximity 
to agricultural land.

‘There is nothing in the 
Law that says you must 
eliminate ragwort from your 
land.’

(I call this the ducking- and- 
weaving tactic)

In combination, the Law and the Code of  
Practice make categorical statements about 
the obligations of  the occupier of  the land 
where ragwort is growing. It says, ‘Action to 
prevent its spread should be taken where 
ragwort poses a high risk to land used for 
grazing or forage production’ and later it 
defines high risk as ‘present and flowering/
seeding within 50 metres of  such land’

‘You don’t have to do 
anything unless (or until) 
you are sent an Order.’

(I call this the head-in-the-
sand syndrome)

True, if  you refuse to fulfil your obligations to 
prevent your ragwort from spreading, and 
someone complains to Natural England, and 
you continue to fail, then, an Order will be 
placed on you which will instruct you to do 
what you should have done in the first place. 

‘You don’t have to actually 
kill the plant.’ 

(pedantic posturing?)

The obligation is to prevent its spread – if  left 
alive, each plant will generate thousands of  
seeds in its second year – these seeds are 
designed to spread the plant (it is their sole 
function). If  you don’t completely kill the plant 
BEFORE it seeds, you are failing to prevent it 
from spreading

‘the number of horse 
deaths has been 
exaggerated.’ 

(desperate denial?)

It’s fine to voice disagreement with the basis 
of  a Law, and from there to work to change the 
Law, but while the law stands, it stands. There 
is no prospect of  it changing any time soon, 
nor any prospect of  the Code being relaxed. I 
have checked.

‘ragwort seed doesn’t travel 
that far’ 

(desperate denial, again?)

Same as above.

‘most attempts to control 
ragwort have the exact 
opposite effect’ 

(despairing defeatist?)

So, we will have to be diligent in monitoring 
the ragwort pulling that is planned to happen 
this summer. Some experts expect it to be 
counter-productive, but I expect it to be done 
‘properly’. (More on that nearer the time)

In Exhibit A, I have quoted directly, and in full, from the letter 
sent at the start of  2013 by DEFRA’s then Minister to the 
Highways Agency (and to some other public bodies). It makes 
it very clear that ragwort must be prevented from spreading to 
agricultural land to avoid the risk of  poisoning animals. It goes 
on to state that it is not optional, and that the Government is 
determined to enforce this, as needed. It admits that public 
bodies have not been the best at upholding this Law!

ADDRESSING OUR LOCAL PROBLEM 

The main challenge, for us in the Charmouth area, lies 
squarely with Balfour Beatty, the responsible contractors for 
the Highways Agency. I have met their management team and 
established what I hope will prove to be a working relationship. 
The Balfour Beatty managers fully accept that their obligations 
need to be far more effectively fulfilled than was achieved last 
year. Their Works Manager has specifically promised they will 
be pulling ragwort much earlier. He offered to start in June 
(instead of  late August as was the case this year) on our stretch 
of  the A35.

EXHIBIT B

‘You can make an official complaint under the Injurious Weeds Act 1959 if  you 
have made a reasonable attempt to ask/contact the landowner and feel there is 
a threat of  ragwort spreading where it is a significant threat to grazing horses, 
livestock and agricultural practices.’ 

Matthew Farrall, Natural England, Oct 2013

In fact, one Manager at Balfour Beatty has boasted to me that 
their section of  the trunk roads is the best-managed section 
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(with respect to ragwort viewed from a national perspective). 
Representing, as we do, only a two mile stretch of  their 
more-than-70-miles of  trunk road from Exeter to Bere Regis, 
it appears that everything is set for the local problem to be 
solved. I am looking forward to seeing it happen.

Dispersed amongst the article are some more exhibits – mainly 
quotations I have obtained from those who need to tackle the 
ragwort issue, as a routine requirement of  their job, such as 
Natural England but also more locally, vets, and wardens. 

First, let me begin with a message from Natural England - the 
government’s delivery partner for ragwort control (among 
other things). As you can see, we are required to press Balfour 
Beatty and the Highways Agency to act before we would be 
in a position to utilise the services of  Natural England as an 
enforcement agency. 

I have sometimes heard it said that the Weeds Act is never 
enforced but this is a myth. It is true that Natural England will 
only accept complaints for the specific weeds that are included 
in the Weeds Act (like, but not only, ragwort). Also, they require 
the complainant to try to resolve the problem directly with the 
land-owner before they will accept a complaint form. However, 
in the past five years they did process 1089 complaint forms. 
In many cases, the problem was resolved without more than a 
warning letter, but 408 cases did require a follow-up inspection, 
and in turn 185 Enforcement Notices were issued (giving 
explicit instructions and deadlines to offending land-owners). 
Obviously, we hope and expect it won’t come to that because 
both the Highways Agency and their contractor Balfour Beatty 
appear to recognise their obligation and have expressed an 
intention to put things right.

In the course of  exploring the subject I took the opportunity to 
contact local professionals whose day-to-day duties have given 
them some exposure to the ragwort debate. Some quotations 
from those conversations are included here as Exhibit C. I 
would like to thank each contributor for their support and their 
continued commitment.

EXHIBIT C

“We spend a lot of  time each year hand pulling Ragwort from our own land. 
I estimate we spend about 400 hours a year.” Rob Rhodes, National Trust, 
September 2013

“Clearly Ragwort represents a danger to grazing animals and we would be in 
favour of  better control on the A35 and elsewhere”. Steve Warren, Haydon Vets, 
September 2013

“I have been very aware of  extensive areas of  ragwort infestation along the 
A35 this summer.  As with most invasive weeds, once large areas are covered, 
especially on steep or otherwise inaccessible ground, control becomes ever 
more daunting.  Not that this should be an excuse for not doing anything, the 
problem only gets exponentially worse.” Jon Diment, Bredy Vets, September 
2013

On our own land we try our very hardest to keep Ragwort under control as we 
are very aware of  the impacts to surrounding farmland and their management 
as well as our own. Sometimes ragwort gets the better of  us periodically in 
which case this serves to focus us more on controlling it where this is the 
case. Last year we did a lot of  topping and have put in place sheep grazing 
systems to address this on our organic land. We also carried a large number 
of  volunteer days in a bid to control ragwort on some of  the very steep land 
inaccessible to machinery. Debbie Watkins, Dorset Wildlife Trust, October 2013

WHAT CAN YOU DO?

I want to clarify to all land-owners (from the County or Parish 
Councils, to the local farmers, and to each resident with a small 
garden) whether such obligations apply equally to you. To put 
it simply, you do have obligations if  you occupy any land where 
ragwort is growing within 50 metres of  any grazing pasture 
(including, and especially, land used for making hay or silage). 
It really isn’t quite this simple but, in essence, if  your garden 
backs onto farmland your best bet is to remove and burn the 
ragwort (all roots included) before it goes to seed. Similarly 
Charmouth Parish Council will need to be vigilant in case 
of  any ragwort arising in the allotments, the cemetery, or in 
parts of  the playing fields. Dorset County Council manage the 

Remember - The deadline for 
copy for the Shoreline Summer 

issue is 10th May 2014.

road verges of  our minor roads, and they need to be actively 
involved too. If  you have never seen ragwort previously growing 
on your patch, don’t be surprised if  this year you do have some 
for the first time, because there was so much of  it going to seed 
on the by-pass in recent years. 

Like most (I think all) of  the local owners of  grazing land I do 
see it as a personal responsibility to remove and destroy all the 
ragwort that arises on my own land. Over the past ten years I 
have not yet seen an increase in ragwort generation except in 
areas where the ground has been disturbed. The most likely 
spot for ragwort to establish itself  in a residential situation is 
bare ground arising from building projects, but on farm land 
it will arise on any small bare patch. We have a lot of  wet 
patches of  land (it’s part of  the geological facts of  life of  these 
parts). The footprints left by a farm animal (or a deer, or a dog) 
can easily do just enough seed-bed preparation to invite the 
ragwort seeds into our grazing and hay-generating fields. At 
this point, it has not become an epidemic on my land but I am 
now anticipating some difficulties ahead. 

I hope we can count on the support of  the residents of  
Charmouth to keep ragwort under control. Nothing can be done 
until the summer, and with that in mind, I plan to include in the 
summer issue of  Shoreline a guide 
to help you distinguish between 
ragwort and other harmless yellow 
flowers. We don’t want a lynch mob 
hell bent on ripping up harmless 
Fleabane or slaughtering innocent St 
John’s Wort! That would NOT do and 
is entirely avoidable – more on this 
next time! 

John Calder

Phil and Angela 
welcome you to

A traditional village pub
Palmers Real Ales 

Serving Home Cooked  
Fresh Meals

Quiz Nights and  
Regular Live Music 

 Tel:01297 560277 
The Street, Charmouth

Sponsor of The Charmouth Christmas Day Swim  
in aid of the RNLI
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Dorset Art Weeks 2014
Once again Charmouth artists will be taking part in the biennial Dorset Art Weeks from 24th May to 8th June. This is always a great opportunity to visit Open Studios and Group Exhibitions locally and further afield. For more information as the year unfolds please visit the new website below:

Team members on the Twinning Group’s treasure hunt searching the local countryside for solutions to tricky questions. 

We wish Chris & John Leverington 
all the very best in their new life in 
the Peak District. In nine years they 
made their mark in the village, involving 
themselves in the local walking group, 
the Pavey Group, Charmouth Heritage 
Coast Centre and the Velo Group, 
which they founded, as well as Lyme 
Regis Museum. The obliging couple also 

directed their energies into gardening at 
Forde Abbey. Au revoir to both of you 
and come back and see us!

What’s on in Charmouth

CHARITY QUIZ
Saturday 8th March 

Wootton Fitzpaine 
Village Hall 
7.00 for 7.30pm

Tickets £7 - includes a hot supper 
Bar available

Tickets from Bill Taylor Tel: 01297 560081 
Or any Lyme Regis Rotarian

Last year was a sell out so buy early

A Rotary Club of  Lyme Regis Event: Proceeds to  
Nyakabaare Primary School, Uganda

Monkton Wyld Court
For more information contact monktonwyldcourt@btinternet.com
15 Jan Informal grounds tour from 12:30pm, lunch at 1pm.  

Cost £7
18 Jan 10am-4pm, Practical Introductory Course to Vegetarian 

Cooking, £45 includes lunch
19 Feb Informal grounds tour from 12.30pm, lunch at 1pm.  

Cost £7
22 Feb 10am-4pm, Bread Making, £45 includes lunch
15 Mar 10am – 4pm, Day of Yoga. Contact Shakti Puja on  

01297 444648 to book.

ROYAL BRITISH LEGION
Coffee Morning at the Village Hall

April 12th 2014 at 10 am
PLEASE come and support us.

Save the Children Lyme Regis branch

25th Anniversary Grand Auction
of goods donated by local people and 

businesses to help raise vital funds for the 
charity’s latest emergencies in Syria and the 

Philippines

Woodmead Halls

7.00pm on Friday 7th February

Maralyn Hinxman 01297 560402
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Shoreline Charmouth - Village Diary
Badminton Club  
(experience required)

Mon 8-10pm Community Hall, Lower Sea Lane Trish Evans 442136

Badminton (social) Tues 7-10pm Community Hall, Lower Sea Lane Pauline Bonner 560251

Beavers 
(ages 6-7

Tuesdays 6 - 7.15pm The Scout Hut, Barr’s Lane Amanda Clist 01297 560157

Bingo (fund raising for 
Community Hall)

3rd Fri each month 7.30pm 
(eyes down)

Community Hall, Lower Sea Lane Jane Tait 560801

Bopper Bus Fri 4.45-8pm Bridport Leisure Centre 
Drop off/pick up Primary School

Kate Geraghty 489422 
Melanie Harvey 560393

Bowls Club 
Summer: 
Winter Short Mat Bowls:

 
Sun, Tues, Thurs 2-5.30pm  
Tues 2-5.00pm

 
Playing Field, Barr’s Lane 
Community Hall Lower Sea Lane

Jackie Rolls 01297 560295
Jim Greenhalgh 01295 561336

Brownies (ages 7-10) Mon 4.30-6pm (term-time 
only)

Community Hall, Lower Sea Lane Caroline Davis 560207

Bridge Club 
(partners can be provided)

Thurs 7-10.30pm Wood Farm 
(opposite swimming pool)

Vincent Pielesz 560738

Cherubs Wed 9.30-11.30am 
(term-time only)

Village Hall, Wesley Close Kathryn Radley 442796

Cubs 
(ages 8-10.5)

Thurs 5.00-6.30pm The Scout Hut, Barr’s Lane Ed Pemberton 01297 560241

Gardeners 2nd Wed each month 
2.30pm

Village Hall, Wesley Close Kay Churchman 560980

Girl Guides 
(ages 10 onwards)

Wed 7-8.45pm (term-time 
only)

Wooton Fitzpaine Davina Pennels 560965

Junior Youth Club  
(ages 8-12)

Tues 6.30-8.30pm Youth Club Hall, Wesley Close James Ward - Rice 
01308 422500 or 07827 846891

Library Storytelling & 
Rhymetime (under 5s)

Fri 9.30-10am Library, The Street Mandy Harvey 01297 560167

Parish Council Meeting 3rd Tues each month 
7.30pm

The Elms, The Street Lisa Tuck 01297 560826

Pavey Group  
(village history)

Tues 9.30-10.30am The Elms, The Street Russell Telfer, 560806

POPPs Village Breakfast Thurs 8.30am-1pm (Sep 
to Apr)

Hollands Room, Bridge Road Jan Gale 07897 511075

POPPs Village Lunch 1st Tues each month Hollands Room, Bridge Road Jan Gale 07897 511075

Scouts 
(ages 10.5-14)

Thurs 6.45-8.30pm The Scout Hut, Barr’s Lane Carol Moorey 01297 560100

Steiner Kindergarten  
(ages 3-6)

Mon to Thurs (term-time 
only) 9am-12.30pm

Monkton Wyld Court Charlotte Plummer 560342

The British Legion  
(Women’s Section)

1st Wed each month 
2.30pm

The Elms, The Street Pat Stapleton 560255

Wyld Morris  
dancing practice

Wed 7.15pm Pine Hall, 
Monkton Wyld Court

Briony Blair 489546

To add or amend any details in the Village Diary or to promote your Charmouth event contact: 
Lesley Dunlop | lesley@shoreline-charmouth.co.uk | 01297 561644
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Shoreline Charmouth - Local Contacts
EMERGENCIES POLICE Police, Fire, Ambulance or HM Coastguard 999 or 112 

PC Kirsti Ball, PCSO Luke White & PCSO John Burton for Community Police issues (ask by name) 101

Non urgent call number for reporting incidents / enquiries 101

Bridport Police Station, Tannery Road 101

FIRE and RESCUE West Dorset Fire and Rescue Service — Group Manager 01305 252600

HM COASTGUARD Sidmouth Road, Lyme Regis (Not 24 hours) 01297 442852

DOCTORS The Charmouth Medical Practice, The Street, Charmouth 01297 560872

The Lyme Practice, The Elms Medical Centre, The Street, Charmouth 01297 561068

The Lyme Practice, Lyme Community Medical Centre, Lyme Regis 01297 445777

NHS Direct — 24-hour Healthcare Advice and Information Line 0845 4647

HOSPITALS Dorset County Hospital, Williams Avenue, Dorchester 01305 251150

Bridport Community Hospital, Hospital Lane, Bridport 01308 422371

DENTISTS Dorset Dental Helpline 01202 854443

PUBLIC TRANSPORT National Rail Enquiries — Information on Timetables, Tickets and Train Running Times 08457 484950

National Traveline — Information on Bus and Bus/Rail Timetables and Tickets 08712 002233

EMERGENCY Gas 0800 111999

Electricity (Western Power Distribution) 0800 365900

Water (Wessex Water) 08456 004600

Floodline 08459 881188

Pollution (Environment Agency) 0800 807060

CHEMISTS F G Lock, The Street, Charmouth 01297 560261

Boots the Chemist, 45 Broad Street, Lyme Regis 01297 442026

Lloyds Pharmacy, Lyme Community Care Centre, Uplyme Road, Lyme Regis 01297 442981

SCHOOLS Charmouth County Primary, Lower Sea Lane, Charmouth 01297 560591

St Michael’s C of E, V A Primary, Kingsway, Lyme Regis 01297 442623

The Woodroffe School, Uplyme Road, Lyme Regis 01297 442232

CHURCHES St Andrew’s Parish Church, The Street, Charmouth. Rev Stephen Skinner 01297 560409

United Reformed Church, The Street, Charmouth. Rev Ian Kirby 01297 631117

COUNCILS

CHARMOUTH PARISH Chairman — Mrs J Bremner 01297 560431

Clerk — Mrs L Tuck, The Elms, St Andrew’s Drive, Charmouth 01297 560826

Heritage Coast Centre, Lower Sea Lane, Charmouth 01297 560772

Beach Attendant, Charmouth Beach 01297 560626

W. DORSET DISTRICT Councillor — Mrs J Bremner 01297 560431

Mountfield House, Rax Lane, Bridport — All services 01305 251010

DORSET COUNTY Councillor — Daryl Turner – d.w.turner@dorsetcc.gov.uk

County Hall, Colliton Park, Dorchester — All services 01305 221000

DORSET’S PORTAL FOR COUNTY/DISTRICT/TOWN/PARISH COUNCILS AND OTHER AGENCIES www.dorsetforyou.com

LOCAL M.P. Oliver Letwin, House of Commons, SW1A 0AA or e-mail letwin@parliament.uk 0207 219 3000

CITIZENS’ ADVICE St Michaels Business Centre, Lyme Regis (Wed 10am-3pm) 01297 445325

45 South Street, Bridport (Mon-Fri 10am-3pm) 01308 456594

POST OFFICES 1 The Arcade, Charmouth 01297 560563

37 Broad Street, Lyme Regis 01297 442836

LIBRARIES The Street, Charmouth 01297 560640

Silver Street, Lyme Regis 01297 443151

South Street, Bridport 01308 422778

South Street, Axminster 01297 32693

SWIM / LEISURE Bridport Leisure Centre, Skilling Hill Road, Bridport 01308 427464

Flamingo Pool, Lyme Road, Axminster 01297 35800

Newlands Holiday Park, Charmouth 01297 560259

CINEMAS Regent, Broad Street, Lyme Regis 01297 442053

Electric Palace, 35 South Street, Bridport 01308 424901

THEATRES Marine Theatre, Church Street, Lyme Regis 01297 442394

Arts Centre, South Street, Bridport 01308 424204

Guildhall, West Street, Axminster 01297 33595

TOURIST INFORMATION Guildhall Cottage, Church Street, Lyme Regis 01297 442138

Bucky Doo Square, South Street, Bridport 01308 424901



SHORELINE WINTER 2014 / ISSUE 24   39

Shoreline Winter 2014

   Geoff Townson 
Landscape Paintings 

Happy to discuss  
Commissions & Tuition 

Phone 01297 561337  Mobile 07748 752927 www.geofftownson.co.uk 

Visit 7 Hammonds Mead - Browse original work, reproductions & cards  

Part of recent 8ft 
wide commission 

   Jane Townson 
Hand-knitted Hats, Scarves 

Necklaces, Felted Bags 
Paintings in Wool 

SB Plumbing & Heating Services

From Ballcocks to Boilers !
For all your domestic Plumbing and

Heating needs.

Tel: 01297 23321 or 07764 193184

Natural Gas, LPG & Oil fired boilers installed and serviced.
Central Heating upgrades and Powerflushing 

General plumbing, heating maintenance and repairs.

Peter Bagley Paintings
A small studio gallery,
selling watercolour paintings
by Peter Bagley

Open most Sundays 10am-3pm

Visitors welcome at other times, but
please phone first - 01297 560063

AURORA
St Andrew’s Drive
off Lower Sea Lane
Charmouth, Dorset, DT6 6LN

Tell our Advertisers “I saw your Ad in Shoreline”
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To advertise in Shoreline and help support this village magazine, 
please contact: neil@shoreline-charmouth.co.uk

Jillian Hunt

Curtains, blinds and cushions
Dressmaking and alterations

Charmouth
01297 561173

Seamstress

Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning

Tel: 01297 561505  Mobile: 07970 060449

*Free survey and quotation with no obligation *Safe insect/moth/fleas protection/extermination

*Safe cleaning of both wool and synthetic carpets *Fire proofing of carpets

yretslohpu & steprac fo gnidraug-niatS* yretslohpU*

tesremoS .S & noveD .E ,tesroD .W gnirevoC* rehtaeL*

derusni ylreporp krow llA* ytilaiceps a steprac latneirO*

*Turbo drying of carpets and upholstery. *Full member of the NCCA

Tel: 01297 560945 or www.fsb4homes.com

We are proud to 
have been selected 
as a member of the  
London Mayfair 
Group which brings 
together the most 
knowledgeable and 

experienced independent estate agents 
across the UK.  

But it is not just at a local level that we in the 
Mayfair Group can help home moves. With over 
300 offices across the UK we are one of the largest 
and most effective networks of estate agents in the 
country.  There are also 150 Mayfair Group offices 
overseas, all linked through the powerful Mayfair 
Office website, www.mayfairoffice.co.uk which 
features some 16,000 properties.

Working together is what sets us apart

What is the Mayfair Group?  Well, it is just about 
the best thing to happen to buyers and sellers 

of property for a very long time – a group of 
expert independent estate agents really working 
together in the interests of all home movers.  Like 
so many of our high streets over the past few 
years, estate agency has become top-heavy with 
corporate brands.  This may be all well and good 
for fashion and food chains but property is a 
very personal and local business.  People’s homes 
are not commodities to be traded like socks 
and wares.  They are a person’s most valuable 
possession representing a huge investment both 
in money and emotion.    

What is the most effective thing we can do to 
help you buy or sell property? The answer is 
to put you in direct contact with the best and 
leading estate agent in the place you want to 
be - the sort of firm that you would willingly 
recommend to friend or family.  

This is where Fortnam’s Mayfair Office 
comes in.

Situated in Thayer Street, W1 in the heart of 
London’s West End between Oxford Street and 
Marylebone Village, Mayfair Office handles our 
national advertising and PR. Our London team is 
skilled in property marketing and enables us to 
offer unbeatable local knowledge supported by all 
the benefits of a West End agency.  

As well as being a London showcase for our 
properties, our colleagues in Mayfair Office 
excel in securing valuable national PR on our 
clients’ properties in titles such as The Times, 
The Telegraph, The Evening Standard, etc. Their 
contacts with property journalists in the national 
media have been very well developed over the 
past 20 years. 

Mayfair Office is also a leading advertiser in all 
the major national newspapers, and magazines 
such as Country Life and Horse & Hound. Their 
large buying power enables them to pass on 
significant discounts to our clients. 

Best Wishes to all our Customers past, present and  
future, for Christmas and New Year




