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Friendly Café 
located in the 
centre of the 

Village serving 
breakfast,  

lunch, cakes & 
cream teas.

Open daily 10am-3pm  
CLOSED WEDNESDAYS

01297 561600

• The supply and fit of carpets, vinyls and luxury vinyl tiles 
to all areas of the home

• Professional and courteous fitters
• Furniture moved and old flooring lifted and disposed of

• Leading brands and manufacturers
• Made to measure blinds and curtains

• Always offering beautiful home accessories

THE STREET, CHARMOUTH.  01297 560505 

S H O R E L I N E  S U M M E R  2 0 2 1

under offer) Valuations continue with PPE.

Our objective is to make the moving 
process as painless as possible, listening to 
you and your needs as individuals, whether 
buying or selling .. from helping with 
clearance and trades to managing chains 
and many other issues … all 
with a calm, cheerful and 
friendly smile!

As your Local Independent Estate Agent, we offer free valuations and accompanied viewings 7 days a week.  
Choose us for our local knowledge, expertise and enthusiasm, for all your purchases or lettings. 

What our clients tell us that 
makes our service so special?

We are not just a listing service but 
work with our vendors and purchasers 
to progress through building and survey 
issues from offer to completion.

We take our Covid screening processes 
very seriously with videos, virtual 
viewings and valuations are available to all. Face to face 
viewings are possible for proceedable customers (cash or 

Coastal & Countryside specialists for W.Dorset & E.Devon 
offering Estate Agency Services for the last 40 years!

The Charmouth Team Teresa, Beki and Judy

Chilled Food

Freshly Baked Bread

Cigarettes and Tobacco

Frozen Food

Lottery

Herbs and Spices

Cakes and Biscuits

Logs and Kindling Wood

Hot Pies and Pasties

Local Products

Contactless Payments

Independent

Greetings Cards

Bean-to-cup Coffee Machine

Fresh Fruit and Vegetables

Confectionery

Soft Drinks

Spirits

Open until 9pm

Household Products

Charcoal

Groceries

Chilled Wine, Beer and Cider

Seasonal Products

Friendly Staff

Batteries

Craft Beer 

Baking Ingredients

Great Wine Selection

E-cigarettes

Cash Machine

Local & National Ales

Scratchcards

Gluten Free Section

Medicines

Fresh Flowers

Ice Cream

Free Delivery Service

Crisps, Nuts and Snacks

Part of the Nisa Family

Charmouth 
Stores

Hundreds of 
co-op lines 

in store

The Street •  Charmouth •  01297 560304

LOTS OF 
OFFERS
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As pencils are sharpened and thinking caps 
put on, our first important task is to offer 
heartfelt thanks, on behalf of ourselves and 
the rest of the Shoreline readership, to Jane 
and Lesley for 12 years and 42 issues of a 
most wonderful village magazine.

We must also thank their supporting 
team which has changed a little over the 
years: John Kennedy – design and layout 
(23 issues), Neil Charleton – advertising 
manager and treasurer (22 issues), Colin 
Pring – advertising manager and treasurer 
(20 issues), Sarah Cooke – assistant editor 
and typesetter (16 issues) and Bob Dunlop – 
design and layout (3 issues).

Even before we had found a house in 
Charmouth we had printed out all the on-line 
issues of Shoreline and read them cover to 
cover. Some 6 years on, they deserve reading 

Editorial 
Every journey starts with a 
single step.            Chinese proverb.

THE SHORELINE TEAM 2021

Roger Sansom 

Editor, Design and Layout

Liz Sansom 

Assistant Editor, Treasurer

Vacancy 

Advertising Manager

Vacancy 

Features and interviews

editor@shoreline-charmouth.co.uk
The Editor, Shoreline,  

Bracoden, Lower Sea Lane,  
Charmouth DT6 6LR

Shoreline, winner of  the Dorset People’s 
Project Award 2014

BUY LOCAL OR BYE-BYE LOCAL!

again now that the names and places are that 
much more familiar. 

Never in our wildest dreams did we think 
we would be offered the opportunity and the 
responsibility of editing the magazine for the 
benefit of the whole village and beyond.

One reader, on hearing of the change of 
editorial team, expressed a view that must be 
widely and justifiably felt: “You have a hard 
act to follow”. 

Was there a little doubt detected in his 
voice? Our imagination perhaps but, with 
the continued support of our volunteers, 
contributors, advertisers and readers, your 
new editorial team will try its very best to 
repay the former team’s confidence.

Now to make that first step!

Roger & Liz Sansom  
(and we don’t even have a dog to help!)

A reminder of SHORELINE’s mission: 

To foster community spirit in Charmouth and its surrounding locality by publishing 
news and views of residents and visitors. To give information about the provision 
of educational, cultural, sports, leisure and recreational facilities and activities 
within Charmouth. To promote personal development and economic wellbeing 
of residents. To ensure that all articles published are free from prejudice against 
race, religion, age and sexual orientation.

Words I have longed to use …

Shoreline, like the Heritage Coast Centre 
and the Community Library, have always 
given me the impression of being well-run 
and successful. Whilst all three are of great 
interest to me, I haven’t felt that my particular 
skills and experience could contribute much 
to their organisations. 

Until now. I was approached by the former 
editorial team because of the risk that 
Shoreline would have to close and asked if 
I might be interested in becoming the new 
editor.

I have always regarded Shoreline as being 
a publication which reflects the very beating 
heart of Charmouth and is why I have been a 
regular contributor since Liz and I moved to 
the village. Unlike many of the local groups 
which perform an admirable role, but with 
relatively limited membership, Shoreline 
manages to reach parts of Charmouth and 
beyond, which other organisations fail to 
reach.

So, I find a third existential challenge which 
I have accepted most willingly and, with the 
continued support of its readers, contributors 
and advertisers, Liz and I hope to extend the 
magazine’s brilliant 12-year history for many 
years to come. 

And at least it has given me an opportunity to 
use some of my favourite words.

Roger Sansom

There are a number of favourite 
words of mine in the English 
language which I have thought I 

would like to use in some published 
article or another. Three of these words 
are: antidisestablishmentarianism 
– [opposition to the Government 
disestablishment of the Church of 
England]; concomitant – [naturally 
accompanying or associated with]; and 
existentialism – [relating to existence].

Being neither very spiritual nor political, use of 
the first one seems rather unlikely, although it 
is well worth remembering as a Trivial Pursuit 
answer to the question: “What is the longest 
word in the English Language?”. 

The second is an interesting word which can 
be used as either a noun or an adjective 
because it neatly sums up a concept, but one 
that can also be expressed perhaps more 
clearly and understandably with a few extra 
words!

But the third? It seems to be used much 
more these days and expresses clearly those 
causes to which I appear to be attracted. 
The organisations in the village I am most 
closely associated with are: Changing Spaces 
– where the existence of the church as the 
centre of the community has been in doubt 
for several years; Charmouth Local History 
Society – where its future is also in question 
(other than as an on-line presence);  

and then we come to Shoreline …
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 Charmouth Pharmacy

Guang and his team helping to 
care for our community.

Find all your health needs and  
holiday essentials in store

Tel: 01297 560261

QR Codes

If you scan the above QR Code with the camera on 
your mobile phone or tablet you will go directly to the 
Shoreline page of the Charmouth website and give you 

access to all past issues of Shoreline.

In future we also propose to provide a similar QR Code to 
access the ‘Latest Issue’ very soon after publication of  the 
printed version. Distributors of  the printed version would be 
provided with a QR Code poster that people could use to access 
the latest issue if  supplies ran out. It could also be available on 
noticeboards at a few points in the village.

What is a QR Code?

QR Codes, first invented in 1994, are a type of  square barcode 
which contain information such as a web address or a pdf  
document’s address.

They are becoming used quite widely these days and you may 
have seen them used by the NHS for the Covid-19 Track and 
Trace system during the pandemic ‘lockdowns’.

They store information using black and white squares which 
can be “read” by smartphones or tablets by opening the 
camera app and pointing it towards the QR Code. The website 
or document will then be opened in the device’s web browser 
or pdf  viewer. However, some older devices may need to have a 
QR Code scanner app installed. And, of  course, access to the 
internet is required.

The technology was developed in Japan for use in the 
automotive industry. Often, using QR Codes is quicker than 
manually typing in something like a long web address into a 
smartphone or tablet.

WANTED - AD man or lady!
There is a vacancy on the 
Shoreline Editorial team 
for a volunteer advertising 
manager to look after 
existing advertisers 
and to search out new 
businesses willing to 
support future issues of 
Shoreline.

Anyone interested should contact us at:  
editor@shoreline-charmouth.co.uk

WATER MANAGEMENT 
FOR THE GARDEN

Recent research indicates that private gardens in Britain 
cover an area bigger than all of the country’s nature reserves 
combined, estimated at over 10 million acres (Ref: Wildlife Trust). 
Individual gardens may be small, but they create important green 
links between urban nature reserves and the wider countryside, 
forming vital wildlife corridors. One of the most critical aspects of 
gardening is the now, challenging, task of watering. Water fall in 
this country is high, so we just need to learn to catch it when it does 
fall, to offset against periods of drought. This has the three benefits 
of helping to reduce flooding and run off pollution into rivers (10 
million acres is a lot of surface water), provides plants with better 
quality water and saves on unnecessary cost and use of processed 
water (tap water) the production of which has its own carbon 
footprint. 

Top tips:

• Catch as much water as you can into water butts and old bins. 
I have five water butts, two of which are old wheelie bins with the 
lid taken off plus three other old black bins which sit under cut off 
soakaway drains or next to the water butts for bailing into after heavy 
rainfall leaving the butt ready to be filled again. 

• Add trays of any kind under pots – lids from plastic tubs, old roasting 
tins, trays from old pet cages, chipped plates, etc. (place them correctly 
and you won’t see them!) All can cost nothing and hold water under 
the pot so when you water it stays for longer and reduces labour and 
frequency of watering. Place old carpet or fleece membrane under the 
pot on the tray for extra water absorption.

• Only water the soil around the plants not the whole plant or all the 
ground. This discourages weeds and makes slug / snail movement 
harder. 

• Use a mulch or similar organic matter to retain the water on your soil. 
• Avoid digging!! The less soil is turned and weeded, the more its 

structure will retain water and the micro-organisms we now know are 
needed for healthy soil. 

• Avoid the temptation to mow weekly in the summer. Leaving grass 
a bit longer helps the soil to stay damp which means it absorbs rain 
when it falls. This keeps the lawn green and healthy and helps the lawn 
feeders like blackbirds as they can still get the worms and grubs. It also 
reduces flooding. 

• Long verges- encourage long verges where you have them as this 
really helps with flood prevention as well as helping increase bee, 
butterfly and moth-friendly habitat which in turn feeds the birds and the 
bats and pollinates our crops.  

See Wessex water drought management plan which is open for public 
consultation. https://www.wessexwater.co.uk/environment/water-
resources/drought-plan 

Julie Leah
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Charmouth Parking Refund Scheme

A reminder that you can park 
for two hours in Charmouth’s 
Lower Sea Lane car park 
and get your parking cost 
refunded if you spend £10 or 
more in any Charmouth outlet 
displaying the ‘P FREE’ sign. 
Most outlets in Charmouth 
village centre are in the 
scheme.

Parish Council News Letters

The Post Office is operating 
in Charmouth on two days 
only, at the Library on Thurs-
days each week and we’ve 
now managed to open up on 
Fridays at the Village Hall, 
10:15am - 1:00pm.
 

Steve Smith 
 Sub-Postmaster, Crewkerne Post Office

WHY? (The West Cliff and The Parish Council)

I will attempt to answer the question as it would appear that the 
writer of the letter in Shoreline (Autumn/Winter 2020) has little 
understanding of proper management of grassland which will revert to 
a dead mass if left untouched as was the case on the West Cliff.

In order to encourage flowers and grasses, ideally grass is eaten 
which stimulates regrowth and prepares the ground for all the seeds 
which fall in the Autumn.

When this is not possible grass needs to be cut in late Summer and 
ideally left there to reseed.

The brambles and blackthorn also need to be controlled or they would 
take over the whole area.

I walk the area most days and almost everyone I speak to agrees that 
the Parish Council has done an excellent job so please keep it up !

Name and address supplied but withheld

SMALL BUSINESS OFFICES  

TO LET

Tel: 01297 560033 
www.thecourtcharmouth.co.uk

The Court - Charmouth

After a very strange year for everyone, things at the 
Parish Council have settled into a new “normal” and 
the hope that soon, it will be possible to open up the 

Elms again and welcome back users of the Mallory Hayter 
Room. The Clerk and Deputy Clerk continue to work from 
home most of the time with a skeleton staff in the office. 
This will continue until the additional office on the first floor 
has been vacated and refurbished to accommodate the 
team comfortably and safely, hopefully later this year.

Huge thanks continue to go to Jo Seaman, Tim Holmes and 
Melanie Harvey together with their tireless volunteers, for 
stepping up again to keeping the village running during a third 
lockdown. Charmouth really is a wonderful community due to 
people like this.

As most of  you know, one of  our Works Maintenance 
Assistants, Sean Kitcher, left the team at Christmas to pursue a 
more horticultural path. Sean was an extremely valued member 
of  staff  and is missed. However ... we have since appointed a 
new member, Steven Millar, who has slotted in seamlessly and 
has ensured that our maintenance team have continued to keep 
up the usual high standards in all areas of  the village.

We have gained another Councillor during the last few months 
which is very good news bringing the number to 9.  Julie Leah 
sits on the Foreshore and Planning Committees as well as a 
new Environment Working Group.  She has also taken on the 
roles of  Public Transport rep and the rep to Charmouth Plastic 
Free. As with all new Councillors, Julie is welcomed warmly 
and we now only have two vacancies, so please do come 
and find out more if  you are at all interested in shaping YOUR 
community for the future.

The Environment Working Group mentioned above is a new 
Group made up of  Councillors and possibly non-councillors in 
the future, to discuss various environmental projects, Parish-
wide, and report back to the relevant Committee for decisions 
and guidance. It is hoped that projects can be used to attract 
grant funding to improve the community for all.

Dorset Council is about to embark on a Community 
Governance Review of  all Town and Parish Councils in the 
Dorset Council area.  This is an exercise undertaken every 10-
15 years and will review:

• Creating, merging, altering or abolishing parishes 
(grouping or de-grouping parishes)

• Increasing or decreasing the number of  Councillors

• Creating ward boundaries or changing existing Warding 
arrangements

• Changes to parish names

• Correcting minor boundary anomalies

• Changing a parish council into a parish meeting

There will be a public consultation period for 12 weeks seeking 
proposals/initial submissions (5 August to 28 October 2021) 
and the Parish Council will be considering any submission at its 
Full Council meeting on 27July.

Finally, funding has been forthcoming via Dorset Council to 
help coastal communities manage visitors safely during, what 
is expected to be, a very busy summer season. Therefore, 
Charmouth Parish Council is seeking to recruit one or two 
Seasonal Beach Assistants to work into the evenings to help 
keep on top of  the rubbish accumulation and advise the public 
on the Foreshore rules as well as providing general information. 
If  you think this rewarding role could be for you, please contact 
the Clerk on clerk@charmouthparishcouncil.gov.uk for further 
information. We look forward to hearing from you!

Charmouth Parish Council
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This is the fascinating story of 
a naval hero who bought the 
Manor of Charmouth in 1788 

and built himself a fine manor house 
at Langmoor on its outskirts. Just 
four years later he was killed by a 
neighbour after an argument over 
a dog in a famous duel near where 
the Hunters Lodge Inn is today, on 
the outskirts of the village. His wife, 
Elizabeth, never really recovered from 
the tragedy and was buried with her 
husband in a tomb that stands near 
the entrance to St. Andrew’s Church 
in Charmouth just six years later. Both 
their lives are recorded in inscriptions 
carved in panels surrounding the 
memorial to them. The chest tomb 
is now over 200 years old and in 
a perilous state. Charmouth Local 
History Society is hoping that a fund 
can be raised to restore it before it is 
too late and is just a pile of rubble.

James Warden was born in Limehouse in 
1736. Its position in the Docks of  London 
was an ideal place for young James to 
be bought up, especially as his father 
was a mariner and his mother’s family 
came from a similar background. His 
Uncle William Parks was described as 
a captain in his wife’s will and both lived 
in Limehouse with a number of  other 
members of  the large family. 

Sadly, records show his father drowned 
with the rest of  his company on board 
the ‘John’ off  Yarmouth, going to Norway 
in the same year of  his birth. His mother, 
now a widow, was to bring up her young 
child with the help of  her brother. She 
was one of  a number of  children born to 
John and Elizabeth Parkes, including her 
brother William, who was later to play an 
important part in James Warden’s life. 
His marriage licences reveal that he had 
married Margaret Davis in 1738. She may 
well have died later as another licence 
for 1745 has him remarrying Hannah 
Woodward when he was 35 years of  

age. There were no children in either 
marriages and the young James Warden 
was adopted by William and Hannah. 
They lived at Three Colt Street near the 
banks of  the Thames at Wapping. The 
1767 List has Captain William Parks 
at the address, but two years later it 
was just Hannah as sadly her husband 
had died the year before. In his will he 
leaves his considerable estate to his wife 
Hannah who was to live there for a further 
20 years.

Records for Greenwich Hospital School 
detail that the young James Warden 
was a pupil there from the age of  11. 
The school was founded in 1712 as part 
of  Greenwich Hospital, a ‘charitable 
institution for the aged, infirm or young’, 
and was established to provide boys 
from seafaring backgrounds with the 
rare privilege of  learning arithmetic and 
navigation. It was at this time located 
in the spectacular buildings which now 
house the National Maritime Museum 
in Greenwich, London. On leaving 
the school he would be trained as a 
midshipman from the age of  12, with the 
eventual aim of  being a lieutenant and 
ultimately a captain.

There is a gap in our knowledge of  
James`s time in the Navy until the age 
of  23. We have to study the inscription 
on a panel on his tomb by the entrance 
to St. Andrew’s Church to understand 
the next chapter in his life. It reads that 
‘He was in 19 engagements during the 
memorable expedition against the French 
fleet under the gallant Hawke.’ He would 
still have been a lowly midshipman, but it 
would have given him experience of  the 
fighting British Fleet in action at the large 
number of  engagements in which he 
participated. Sir Edward Hawke went on 
to achieve a victory over a French fleet at 
the Battle of  Quiberon Bay in November 
1759 during the Seven Years’ War, 
preventing a French invasion of  Britain. 
He developed the concept of  a Western 
Squadron, keeping an almost continuous 
blockade of  the French coast throughout 
the war.

James must have excelled as his tomb 
informs us that he achieved the rank of  
lieutenant in the year 1760 at the age 
of  24 – a position he was to hold for the 
rest of  his life, never making the senior 
position of  captain. Again, we return to 
the inscription on his tomb to read that 
he was with ‘the Gallant Hawke at the 
Surrender of  Belle Isle’. The capture 
of  Belle Île was a British amphibious 
expedition to capture the French island 
off  the Brittany coast during the Seven 
Years War. After an initial British attack 
was repulsed, there was a second 
attempt and a landing was made, and 
after a six-week siege the island’s 
main citadel at Le Palais was stormed, 
consolidating British control of  the 
island. A French relief  effort from the 
nearby mainland was unable to succeed 

because of  British control of  the sea. The 
British occupied the island for two years 
before returning it in 1763 following the 
Treaty of  Paris. It would seem that the 
James Warden was very proud of  his 
part in the battle.

On his return to England after his time 
with Sir Edward Hawke he met and later 
married Elizabeth Smith in 1762. We 
know from Parish records that in 1763, 
Hannah Parks Warden was christened 
in All Saints Church in Wyke Regis, near 
Weymouth in Dorset to James and Betty 
Warden. James would have been 27 in 
that year. He obviously kept his adopted 
parents in high regard incorporating their 
names in that of  his children’s. An entry 
shown above records that Ann Parks 
Warden was born the following year 
to the young couple. From 1760 it was 
obligatory for captains and masters of  
naval ships to record observations about 
the coasts and ports they visited and 
supply this information to the Admiralty 
in ships’ remark books. We are fortunate 
that James Warden as Commander 
of  the 6-gun HM Cutter ‘Adventure’ 
from 26th September 1764 until 30th 
September 1766 wrote in a record book 
which has survived and can be seen in 
the Pubic Record Office at Kew. He was 
patrolling the east coast of  England and 
Scotland and the English Channel. 

As a coastal customs officer his job was 
that of  apprehending smugglers in a 
ship known as a ‘Cutter’. He was to sail 
from Leith on the 15th October 1764 for 
Portsmouth after receiving orders to enter 
as many men as possible. Unfortunately, 
the cutter proved to be leaky and James 
writes that he had to employ a Master 
Carpenter at Burntisland to caulk and nail 
her. He sailed again on the evening of  the 
25th and later reports on 7th November 
that with no master on board he had had 
to employ a pilot for the north coast. In 
1766 the ‘Adventure’ cutter was based in 
the Firth of  Forth. She was damaged in 
Leith Harbour at the beginning of  August 
and the damage was confined to the 
upper works so they could be carried 
out by John Syme, the carpenter in Leith. 
On 29th November George Clark, the 
gunner’s mate, was drowned. In March 
1767 Thomas Richmond, the master, 
asked to be replaced due to failing 
eyesight. By September James had 
been superceded by Lieutenant George 
Younghusband. The ‘Adventure’ ended 
its days in Sheerness where it was sold 
for £50 in 1768. It is interesting to see 
that his only son, William Weeks Wharton 
Warden, was born at Burntisland in 1766, 
near Edinburgh, where the family may 
well have lived briefly.

They later returned to Wyke Regis as 
there was an entry in their Parish Records 
detailing the burial of  Elizabeth, the wife 
of  James Warden in the year 1773. Her 
death must have had a profound effect 
on James as he was just 37 years of  

James Warden - Charmouth’s Tragic Hero
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age with three young children to bring 
up without their mother. He may well 
have left them with his aunt - Hannah 
Parks – who was residing in Wapping 
at this time. After the death of  his wife 
James continued to live in Wyke Regis, 
near Weymouth as there are a number 
of  letters from there in the Dorset Record 
Office in Dorchester. They reveal that 
from 1774 until 1775 he was sailing to 
various ports carrying commodities 
for Edward Weld of  Lulworth Castle in 
Dorset in his yacht which included lead, 
glass and wine. On 3rd September 1774 
he writes to Edward at Stoneyhurst, 
Lancashire, informing him that he had 
taken on board the lead and six crates 
of  glass at Newcastle. Three days on 
he is writing telling him that he was 
forced back in a violent gale as far as 
Flamborough Head. A few days later he 
sends a further letter from Lulworth to 
Edward which reads as follows: ‘I have 
the pleasure to acquaint you I arrived 
safe this day in a hard gale of  Wind, 
easterly and as soon as the unnecessary 
stores and rigging is taken out of  the 
Cutter, shall lay her up in the back water - 
your wine is safe on shore, but am afraid 
the glass has suffered much, owing to 
the bad weather.’ There is now a jump 
to 1775, with the letters being sent from 
Lyme Regis, which may well be where 
James was living by then. He writes on 
6th February of  that year to Edward Weld 
in a very humbling manner, asking for 
his assistance in securing command of  
‘H.M. Sherborne’. 

‘My friend Captain Day having informed 
me that you were to be at Weymouth 
one day last week. I waited on purpose 
to pay my respects to you and return 
your thanks for your kind intention to 
serve me. From the above information I 
am emboldened to request your interest 
with your friends, for their getting me 
appointed to His Majesty’s Cutter the 
Sherborne, which will soon become 
vacant, but if  such appointment should 
be filled up - your friends requesting to 
see my name put on said List for the first 
promotion of  Masters and Commanders, 
and by the Information of  the public 
prints this day - such promotion must 
very soon take place - your endeavours 
will lay an everlasting obligation on Him 
whose greatest Study and Happiness will 
be to do honour to your recommendation 
from Sir your obliged and humble servant 
James Warden.’ (HMS Sherborne was 
a 10-gun Cutter of  the Royal Navy. 
She served in the English Channel 
as a Revenue ship operating against 
smugglers.)

We now return to James Warden`s tomb 
for the next chapter in his eventful life. 

It records that ‘on the commencement 
of  hostilities with America he voluntarily 
came forward to offer his service and 
was in the number of  those who first 
landed the British Grenadiers’. A little 
research shows that must have been in 
1776, after his time with Edward Weld, 
when he would have taken troops to New 
York before the battle there between the 
British and Americans. One wonders 
what was to become of  his three 
motherless children aged 12, 11 and 
10. They may well have been living with 
their aunt as we know that William would 
have been educated like his father at 
Greenwich College. The event that the 
tomb inscription refers to is the landing 
by the British at Kip’s Bay, near present 
day Manhattan on 15th September 1776 
during the New York campaign in the 
American Revolutionary War. The heavy 
advance fire from British naval forces in 
the East River caused the inexperienced 
militia guarding the landing area to flee, 
making it possible for the British to land 
unopposed at Kip’s Bay. Skirmishes in 
the aftermath of  the landing resulted 
in the British capture of  some of  those 
militia. The flight of  American troops 
was so rapid that George Washington, 
who was attempting to rally them, was 
left exposed dangerously close to 
British lines. The operation was a British 
success. 

After his time in New York, James 
returned home and we see him next 
in command of  H.M. Cutter ‘Wells’. It 
had six three-pounder guns and eight 
swivel guns with a crew of  30 men. He 
served on the Downs Squadron guarding 
the Straits of  Dover, protecting British 
shipping from French privateers and 
blockading neutral ships from supplying 
military goods to French ports. The 
records reveal that his son, William 
Weeks Wharton Warden was now a 
midshipman aged just 13 under his 
father`s command. 

On 15th March 1779, Rear Admiral 
Francis Drake reported to the Admiralty 
that he had directed H.M. Cutter ‘Wells’ 
and two armed cutters to cruise between 
the Dover Sand and Calais to intercept a 
neutral ship loaded with cannons bound 
for Toulon. Drake’s dispatches to the 
Admiralty contain scores of  accounts of  
the interception and seizure of  neutral 
merchant ships carrying contraband 
down the Channel to enemy ports. An 
incident was recorded of  James Warden 
seizing a Spanish Ship which was only 
a quarter of  a mile off  the coast of  
Kent when taken and was carrying a 
cargo destined for a London merchant 
in payment of  a debt. The outcome of  
which was that the merchant had to go to 
the High Court to get compensation for 
his loss.

By 1779 James Warden was 43, residing 
with his two daughters Hannah, aged 
16 and Ann, aged 15 in Lyme Regis. 

He would have probably known James 
Crowcher and his young wife Elizabeth 
who were married in 1770 in the town. 
The families had lived near each other in 
Wapping, where his aunt, Hannah Parks, 
owned a number of  properties. The 
Crowchers had made a considerable 
fortune as rope makers and there is 
a fine tomb in Wapping for the father 
Joseph who in 1752, the year of  his 
death, became Master of  the Vintners 
Company in London. It is difficult to 
understand why both James Warden 
and James Crowcher, who had both 
originated from the Port of  London, 
should be living in Lyme Regis at that 
time. It may be that it was already a 
popular place for naval officers. We can 
be confident that they must have known 
each other and no doubt were good 
friends. The young Elizabeth Crowcher 
must surely have caught James`s eye 
for when she lost her husband in 1778, 
it was James that she turned to and the 
following year they were married nearby 
at St. Giles`s Church in Chideock.

Elizabeth Newell Puddicombe came from 
a distinguished family in Lyme Regis. 
A John Newell first appears in their 
records in 1625 as a merchant and his 
son played a gallant part in the siege 
during the Civil War. Nicholas Newell had 
been mayor in 1744 and his grandson, 
John Puddicombe, twice mayor in 1768 
and 1773. The family had links with 
Charmouth as they owned Wood Farm on 
its outskirts. There was quite a difference 
in age between the two, with James by 
then aged 43 and Elizabeth 28. His two 
teenage daughters, Hannah and Ann, 
were to live with them. The couple seem 
to have settled down in Charmouth and 
there is no further information regarding 
James`s time in the Navy. They were 
shown as renting ‘Adcocks’ house from 
1781 in the Land Tax lists. John Adcock 
had originally come from London and 
had paid £105 to a Miss Palmer for the 
house. James Warden and his new wife, 
Elizabeth, were to continue to live there 
until 1788. The house is now known as 
the ‘Well Head’ and its five-bay Georgian 
front has since been refaced.

There are some early records of  James 
in the village. In 1786 he appears in the 
Parish records as objecting to Jethro 
Cook standing as Church Warden. In 
the same year he subscribed to a book 
containing the sermons of  his wife`s 
distinguished brother, John Puddicombe, 
M.A. Fellow of  Dulwich-College; late of  
Pembroke Hall, Cambridge.

When James`s aunt, Hannah Parks, 
died in 1788 she made him the principal 
beneficiary and left a lifetime interest 
in her London properties, upon whose 
death they passed to ‘his son William 
Weekes Wharton Warden’. She also 
made specific bequests to ’Mrs. 
Elizabeth Newell Warden, wife of  the 
said James Warden (£100), to Hannah 
Parks Warden, Ann Warden, and to 
various cousins. The long document is of  
great interest and refers to Ann Warden 
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receiving a chain with the name of  
her mother, Elizabeth Smith, on it and 
William Warden receiving her house 
in Limehouse on the death of  his 
father. The inheritance coincided in the 
same year with the sale of  the Manor 
of  Charmouth which included many 
of  its houses and fields by Francis 
Phipps Henvill, who was a plantation 
owner on the Island of  St. Kitts in 
the West Indies and had inherited 
the village from a cousin. After its 
purchase, James decided to sell all 
the fields to the north of  The Street, 
to the village rector, Brian Coombes, 
which was renamed ‘Backlands Farm’. 
The Wardens were to live in the Old 
Manor opposite the church. As with 
many properties in the village, it was 
refronted in the 19th century and 
hides a fine 16th century house within. 
At that time there was a coach house 
opposite which was later sold and 
demolished when the churchyard was 
extended. 

Although James and Elizabeth lived 
at the Old Manor in Charmouth, soon 
after buying much of  the village they 
began construction on a fine house at 
Langmoor on the edge of  Charmouth. 
James was to fall out with the rector, 
Brian Coombes, over his ownership of  
the beach in a court case soon after 
his purchase, which he was to win. 
The following year, after becoming 
Lord of  the Manor of  Charmouth and 
its principal land owner, we find from 
newspaper reports that he took out 
a licence to kill game on his estate. 
There is also a notice in the Bath 
Chronicle that: ‘Lately was married at 
Axminster, Matthew Liddon. Esq., of  
Weycroft House to Miss Ann Warden, 
youngest daughter of  James Warden, 
Esq., of  Charmouth.’ The Liddons 
were one of  the principal families in 
Axminster at that time as farmers and 
tanners. Matthew was a captain in the 
East Devon Fusiliers, ready to fight for 
his country against the French. The 
following year the young couple were 
to have a son, born in Axminster, who 
they named James Warden Liddon 
after her father. Just two years later, 
James and Elizabeth Warden were 
at another wedding in Axminster, 
this time his daughter, Hannah Parks 
Warden was to marry William, cousin 
of  Matthew Liddon. 

The Quarter Session reports that in 
1790 James Warden of  Charmouth 
had appointed his son-in-law, Matthew 
Liddon of  Waycroft, to be the new 
gamekeeper on his Charmouth estate. 
James could also be proud of  his only 
son, William, who had followed his 
father’s path at Naval College before 
becoming a midshipman serving with 
him on HMS ‘Wells’ and following a 
career as an officer. James, it would 
seem, had everything going for him 
with a young attractive wife, successful 
children and a privileged life in 
Charmouth.

Unfortunately that was all to change 
as a result of  an incident on 28th 
April 1792 that will forever darken 
James Warden and his family’s name. 
I think we all have had arguments, 
but it would seem nothing like that 
which James Warden had with his 
neighbour over his dogs. Even when 
he had the chance of  keeping his life, 
it would seem he forsook it rather than 
apologise. 

His antagonist seemed equally to 
blame for initiating the duel, which 
ultimately led him to leave the country 
rather than be hanged for murder. 
It is an astonishing tale which is still 
remembered today two centuries 
on. A contemporary report by The 
Bath Chronicle gives little away as it 
describes the event as follows: ‘On 
Saturday morning, at 5 o’clock, a 
duel was fought in a field at Hunters’ 
Lodge, near Axminster between 
Captain W. and Mr. B. Of  Charmouth, 
in which the former was unhappily 
killed upon the spot. The Captain`s 
ball grazed the flap of  Mr. B’s hat, and 
he instantly returned the fire, and shot 
him through the body.’ Another from 
Lloyds Evening Post provides further 
insight into the event: ‘Yesterday 
morning, at half  after four o’ clock. Mr. 
Warden, of  the Navy, and a Mr. Bond. 
Both residents at Charmouth, met 
in a field near Lyme, to terminate an 
unhappy difference by duel. Warden 
made the first fire and missed his 
antagonist. Bond returned it, and his 
shot unfortunately taking place in the 
breast of  Mr. Warden, killing him on 
the spot. A doctor of  Lyme, called on 
at four in the morning to accompany 
them, was the only attendant on the 
unhappy occasion. The Coroner’s 
Jury, which sat last night on the body 
of  the deceased, bought on their 
verdict - Wilful Murder.’

You may wonder what happened to 
Norman Bond after the duel, as at 
that time it was a criminal offence. 
It would seem that he looked into 
standing trial, but was warned against 
it by his lawyer, John Palmer. As a 
consequence, he went to Barbados 
and one would assume never seen 
again. But it seemed he must have 
returned as in 1817 he was at the 
wedding of  his daughter, Mary 
Bond. She married Weston Yonge of  

Charnos Hall in Stafford. They must have 
still held their father in high regard as 
their first son was christened Norman 
Bond Yonge after him. As to Norman, he 
returned to his small estate in the parish 
of  Aberguilly, close to Carmarthen. The 
1841 Census for that year has him aged 
80 living with a servant in the village. This 
was the year that he died, and his will 
leaves a considerable estate to his family. 
Sadly, there is no reference to his brief  
time in Charmouth over 40 years before.

The inscriptions and verses around 
James Warden`s tomb lament the loss of  
his life by his wife, Elizabeth which led to 
early death just a few years later. 

Ann Liddon, the daughter of  James 
inherited his estate and lived for a time 
at Langmoor Manor with her family. This 
was eventually rented, and she moved 
to the ‘The Stone House’, now called 
Melbourne House in Charmouth with 
her two unmarried daughters. Another 
daughter, Ann, married Sir Richard 
Spencer and helped found Albany in 
Australia. It was her brother, Captain 
Matthew Liddon who eventually sold their 
Charmouth estate in 1853 to George 
Frean, whose son was famous as 
founding Peak Frean, the biscuit firm. 

Descendants of  James Warden 
still hold him in high regard and in 
1944, Prudence F. Liddon Tosetti was 
christened in Charmouth church on 15th 
October the same year. She was the 
great great granddaughter of  Captain 
Matthew Liddon, grandson of  James 
Warden and niece of  Harry Liddon R.A.F. 
killed in action on 5th May 1943, whose 
name is on the War Memorial. 

A keepsake has come down to her in 
the form of  a beautiful ring with the 
inscription ‘To the Memory of  James 
Warden Esq. Who fell in a duel, The 28th 
of  April 1792 in the 56th year of  his age.’ 

This is the same as appears on his tomb 
today. It would be wonderful if  the money 
could be raised to restore his memorial 
as a reminder of  this important chapter 
in Charmouth`s history. 

If  you wish to find out more about this 
gentleman and other chapters of  the 
village’s past – do go to my website:

www.freshford.com 

Neil Mattingly
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News from St. Andrew’s Church

Changing Spaces

The Restoration Project - Phase 2

It’s been a very interesting and challenging year! The 
lockdowns caused the building to close and services 
to cease, which felt very strange. It was unprecedented 

in church history, but understandably necessary in the 
circumstances. And, like for so many charities, this brought 
about financial pressures too.

Contrary to public opinion, the local church is not funded 
centrally. It relies on the generosity of  kind-hearted local people 
who enable the church’s ministry to continue on Sundays and at 
various important life events, like weddings and funerals, which 
have been so significantly restricted during the pandemic. 
To pay our share of  clergy and administrator costs, together 
with the costs of  heat, light and insurance, Charmouth church 
contributes in excess of  £1,200 per month, before even 
considering the cost of  essential repairs.

However, as the banner in church says, ‘We live in active hope.’ 
Whilst the pandemic has been a dark time, things often grow in 
the dark! And so, as we emerge from the restrictions we have 
all endured, there is much to look forward to. 

The church is back into the swing of  things again and, as well 
as Sunday worship becoming more regular, we have recently 
had a wedding at the church too.

We appointed Revd Virginia Luckett to the post of  Team Vicar 

in December last year; Virginia works part-time, lives in her 
own house in Abbotts Wootton and is a breath of  fresh air. In 
September this year we look forward to the appointment of  
Revd Sarah Godfrey as another part-time Team Vicar and she 
will occupy the clergy house in Lyme Regis. Sarah brings with 
her considerable parish experience and we look forward to 
welcoming her.

The news from the Changing Spaces Team is also very exciting 
and we are blessed indeed to have John Smith’s considerable 
expertise and enthusiasm in helping us gather momentum for 
the next phase of  development of  this sacred space for the 
benefit of  all.

We have also begun a vision-building project which we are 
calling ‘Journeying to Our Heart’ and which we hope is an 
imaginative way to uncover our desires for what we want to see 
our church and community become in the future, a creative and 
life-giving place where each one can experience for themselves 
the irresistible love of  God.

No doubt there will be challenges to come. But there are 
exciting things happening too and we do the best we can 
to continue ‘living in active hope,’ looking forward to a ‘new 
normal’.

Revd Chris Martin

Building on the successful delivery of the North Porch - 
Phase 1, early project development work is now underway 
to continue the journey of restoring our church. Under the 
direction of the PCC a newly formed project subcommittee 
has been established with enthusiastic local members of 
the community to drive the project forward. 

The project is divided into 2 phases 2a (exterior works) & 2b 
(interior works). There are 9 areas of  improvement that are in 
the scope of  the project: fabric repairs, heating, lighting, elec-
trical rewiring, audio, visual, pews reordering, seating & redec-
oration. 

To help us, we have appointed Conservation Architects Benja-
min + Beauchamp to produce the necessary drawings, spec-
ifications, documentation & technical advice in readiness for 
tendering the work to local and competent suppliers. Subject 
to being granted permission by the Church of  England, work 
on the exterior is hoped to start in late Summer with the interior 
works following at an appropriate time afterwards. 

The restoration team is working closely with a range of  stake-
holders including the Erskine Muton Trust, PCC, the Changing 
Spaces team and the DAC from Salisbury diocese to ensure 
any guidance ideas/suggestions are listened to so that the proj-
ect can deliver a balanced, affordable, sustainable and sensi-
tive set of  outcomes. 

To keep the local community informed of  developments, there 
will be regular updates in future editions of  Shoreline. Also, a 
presentation display is currently available to view in the church 
which provides more details of  the project scope and ambitions 
for this phase and beyond. This display will be updated on a 
regular basis to keep the local community informed of  develop-
ments. 

I look forward to keeping you updated on developments in fu-
ture editions. 

John R Smith 
Project Manager - MAPM 

During the ‘lockdowns’ the 15 strong 
Changing Spaces team was, of 
course, not able to meet and there 
were no events to plan anyway. 

However, rather than waste this time, a 
Restoration Project report was written 
detailing the future work and a 5-person 
subcommittee was appointed to drive 
this forward within the government 
guidelines. The report was refined and 
expanded, and the PCC appointed John 
Smith to be Project Manager. Reports 
of  his work will now be reported in 
Shoreline under a new heading, see 
below.

As soon as restrictions are lifted, 
meetings of  the whole team will 
be organised and plans will start 
to be put in place for a future 
programme of  events. 

Phase one of  the restoration, which 
was also managed by John, was 
the rebuilding of  the north porch. 

This was completed and dedicated 
by Bishop Karen on 6th October 
2019.

Roger Sansom 



10   SHORELINE SUMMER 2021 / ISSUE 43

Nick Shannon
Furniture maker and restorer

ROADSTEAD FARM, CHIDEOCK

Tel: 07425 172486 e-mail: njshan5@gmail.com

Call for quotes on handmade kitchens, tables, shelving, 
furniture for house and garden, shepherds huts and much 

more….using environmentally friendly timber.

For some time there has been a box in Charmouth 
Community Library for the collection of used stamps.  
From last Christmas it was decided that we would 

donate all the stamps to Weldmar Hospicecare. 

The stamps which are collected can be ordinary UK stamps or 
from around the world and Weldmar get paid for these, per kilo.  
The foreign stamps do get a slightly higher price.  Also Weldmar 
can call on stamp experts if  there are any unusual or potential 
high value stamps or collections.

I collect these and divide the UK from the Overseas ones and 
then pass them all onto Weldmar Hospicecare who have these 
stamps collected 3 or 4 times a year in exchange for money. This 
money is added to their funds which allows Weldmar to ensure 
their patients are comfortable and pain free with Weldmar 
providing all of  their services completely free of  charge.  

I have been picking these stamps up from the library since 
the beginning of  January this year, and by the middle of  April 
we had received just over 1.5kilos.  That is a lot of  stamps and 
sometime in the future I may start to count them as they come 
in.  I took the first batch to the Weldmar Charity Shop in Bridport 
at the end of  April.

If  possible, could you leave a border of  approximately 1cm 
around the stamps.  Don’t worry if  you can’t as it is not always 
possible.  Any stamps which are damaged are not accepted 
unfortunately.

Thank you to all who have donated so far.  Hopefully, more 
and more people and businesses will give their used stamps 
to us, even if  it is only a few.  Every stamp makes a difference 
so please keep collecting, taking them to the library and let’s 
see how many kilos we can collect for Weldmar Hospicecare in 
2021.

Pauline Murphy

Stamp Collecting for Weldmar
Teddy Bears’ Picnic

During lockdown when all home visiting services 
were suspended our Home Library Service volunteers 
kept in touch with their clients on the phone, which 
has been much appreciated particularly by those 
who live alone and don’t have family and friends 
nearby. And to keep everybody engaged and busy 
we came up with the idea of a Knitted Teddy Bears’ 
Picnic, calling on all crafters stuck at home during 
lockdown and beyond to help us by making bears, 
picnic food and blankets – no limit to the imagination! 
We advertised this county wide in March, and we now 
have handcrafted items flooding in from the whole 
area and beyond.

We have been kindly invited by Cards for Good Causes in Dorchester 
to display some of our creations in their temporary shop in Antelope 
Walk (the former Tourist Information Centre). Our teddies are sitting 
there happily, enjoying their picnic and the attention they are getting 
from all the customers in the shop. And of course people are able 
to buy them and take them home – all proceeds and donations will 
support the work of Royal Voluntary Service in Dorset.

If anybody in the community has made bears or other items for us and 
kindly held on to them until now, can they please get in touch with us 
on 01305 236666 or e-mail maria.jacobson@royalvoluntaryservice.
org.uk to let us know and we will arrange to pick them up!

Royal Voluntary Service is a charity supporting our communities in 
a variety of ways. Our local office is in High West Street Dorchester, 
and our main service in Dorset and BCP is the Home Library Service 
which we deliver in partnership with the Library Services. It is available 
for free to anybody who finds it difficult to get to their local library, 
providing them not only with a 3 weekly delivery of individually chosen 
books and/or talking books, but also a regular visit by a trusted 
volunteer and a much needed social contact. 

The Home Library Service was suspended in March due to the 
Coronavirus situation, but we are now active again offering a Doorstep 
Delivery service of books: strictly non-contact and following all safety 
guidance. Books are chosen and made ready at the library and are 
delivered to our readers’ doorsteps by our volunteers who are currently 
not able to enter the house – but the return of our book deliveries has 
been very much welcomed by our readers and by our volunteers, who 
love to have their reading materials back as well as having a chat with 
their volunteers, even if it has to be at a distance!

For any information regarding the Knitted Teddy Bears’ Picnic or the 
Home Library Service/Doorstep Delivery Service please contact Maria 
Jacobson, Service Manager, on 01305 236666 or maria.jacobson@
royalvoluntaryservice.org.uk. ╖
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DORSET HOME LIBRARY SERVICE

DOORSTEP DELIVERIES
We are now providing a non-contact Doorstep Delivery 
Service across the county to those that cannot easily get 
to their local library, either short term or long term. 

Our volunteers have strict safety guidelines and all 
necessary risk assessments have been carried out. 
Books are chosen by staff  at each library, based on 
individual preferences, and made ready for our volunteers 
to pick up and deliver to our clients’ front doors. 

The volunteers will not enter the house at this stage, and 
they will keep a safe distance at all times; they can also 
pick up books and return them to the library. This service 
is entirely free and is available across Dorset and BCP 
areas. 

We are keen to let more people know that it is available 
to them if  they find themselves unable to get to the 
library. To find out more please contact Maria Jacobson, 
Service Manager Dorset Home Library Service, on 

01305 236666 or 07786 635154, or e-mail maria.
jacobson@royalvoluntaryservice.org.uk

Charmouth Community Library and Internet Café
NEWS FROM THE LIBRARY  - June 2021

I am hoping that I won’t have to 
eat my words, but I believe that at 
least in the south west of England 

and probably in Britain, Covid in 
the medium term is going to be 
relegated to the effect of a serious 
viral illness rather than the life 
threatening emergency it was at the 
beginning of the pandemic. This 
is mainly because of the success 

of the vaccination programme coupled with the improved 
capability of the NHS to deal with serious variants of the 
virus. Slowly we are returning to the new normal which is 
how we’ll be going about things now. 

2020 created many new problems for us as an organisation. 
Safety as a criterion shot up to the top of  the list and like 
everywhere else a visit to the library turned out a bit like a visit 
to a science lab. But as far as I know no-one has been harmed 
whilst visiting our premises.

We never quite closed. Even in the grimmest months, mainly 
April 2020 and on, some of  our volunteers regularly visited the 
library to deal with the post and with book flows, which don’t 
necessarily stop when everything else does.  When we were 
allowed to, we resumed a “back door” service. That is, people 
who had ordered books to read (a free service remember) could 
collect them without actually going INTO the library. Very clever.  

Later on the rules relaxed a little and we were allowed limited 
opening. Then that pattern repeated as we went into, and out of, 
another lockdown.

We’re still functioning with library opening on a twice a week 
basis but the Post Office has fortunately been able to provide its 
service right through the pandemic for the benefit of  all villagers.

I have used the word “we” quite a lot in this piece but the burden 
has been unevenly shared. Right at the beginning  of  the 
pandemic there was a diktat that 70 year olds were much more 
vulnerable than 69 year olds and as some of  our volunteers 
span that range it created an awkward extra problem for us. But 
those who could, kept volunteering and we were particularly 
indebted to our team leaders who kept it all together.

One of  the consequences of  the pandemic has been that we 
have reviewed the services we offer and have decided that the 
cafe is no longer viable and we shall no longer offer this service. 
However our Groups who have previously hired the library will 
be welcomed back at the very reasonable price of  £6 a morning, 
afternoon or evening. At present Covid restrictions still apply. I’m 
sure that is no surprise.

A footnote: our previous Correspondence Secretary, Roger 
Sansom, who looked after the Friends of  the Library, resigned 
in order to concentrate on the editorship of  Shoreline, and we 
wish him the best of  luck for its successful continuance. It is an 
outstanding village magazine. 

Russell Telfer 

If  any of  you are interested in joining the Friends of  Charmouth 
Library to support us in providing our voluntary services, will you 
please get in touch with :

penny_a_collins@hotmail.com   
 
A year’s sub is now just £12 a year and will help us pay our bills 
and keep us in business.

Between The Elms and the Medical Practice is a beautiful 
garden, where you will find Charmouth Community Library, run 
entirely by local volunteers.  Open on Mondays (2 – 4 pm) and 
Fridays (10 am – 12 pm) we offer a choice of  4000 books to 
borrow plus free access to about 7 million publications and 
important local documents.  We have visitor information leaflets 
and a range of  health-related materials to take away.
 
COVID has meant restrictions, but normally public computers 
and photocopier are available.  For a small donation, we also 
have a laminator and guillotine to make notices or flyers – do 
pop in and ask.
 
Behind the library, the Clematis Room houses second hand 
books, jigsaws and DVDs - your donations will keep the library 
running.  For £6 per session, the room can be booked for 
meetings. On Thursdays we host the Post Office which also 
offers full (free) banking services.
 
Please support our Library and Clematis Room by seeing 
what we have to offer and by joining the Friends of  Charmouth 
Library. You can see the artworks on display and get wonderful 
bargains from our occasional plant sales.  You will be welcomed 
by our friendly and helpful volunteers.

For further information, please contact Bob Hughes 560487
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This year marks the 5th 
anniversary of  the National 
Coastwatch’s coastal safety 
operations in Charmouth.  
This follows in the footsteps 
of  the 10th anniversary of  
the founding of  Lyme Bay 
NCI at Hive beach in 2020. 

So how did we begin operations at Charmouth?  
This came about as a result of the original NCI 
lookout on the cliff at Hive Beach being destroyed 

by a storm in February 2014.  The replacement lookout 
was located closer to sea level but, as a result, had a 
more restricted visual range along the coast.  However, 
it was more accessible to members of the public. The 
Napoleonic era Excise hut at Charmouth, which was being 
leased out by the Charmouth Parish Council as a beach 
hut, provided a perfect solution to extend the visual range 
along the coast, covering a busy foreshore.    The proposal 
to establish Coastwatch operations was welcomed by the 
Parish Council as an enhancement to local facilities.

The first watch at Charmouth was on 29 May 2016 and 
operations began initially just at weekends.  As the lookout was 
without mains electricity, we used detachable solar panels, 
cables and batteries for our radios. It gave the place a sense of  
pioneering spirit although it took much tinkering to keep things 
in working order. Also, without heating it could get freezing 
on a four-hour watch in winter. It was therefore a credit to our 
Watchkeepers who persevered with Charmouth when they 
could have easily chosen to work at the more comfortable Hive 
lookout instead. The Charmouth station quickly became an 
integral part of  wider Coastwatch Lyme Bay operations as a 
satellite of  the main station at Hive beach.

The Charmouth Parish Council laid on a mains supply in 
2018. As a result we were able extend watches, install extra 
technical equipment and, importantly, a heater to provide a more 
comfortable working environment for our volunteers.

Today the lookout is open daily for single watches from 1100 to 
1500 but we hope to extend to two watches covering 1000-1800 
on bank holidays and school holidays. We have just over 20 
regular Watchkeepers serving at Charmouth and most of  these 
also serve at the main station at Hive Beach.  Interestingly, only 
a handful hail from Charmouth and surrounding area with others 
coming from as far afield as Honiton, Yeovil and even near 
Wells!   

The COVID 19 crisis has been challenging for the Coastwatch 
as for everyone else. We were closed for a part of  the first 
lockdown. However, from May 2020 both of  our lookouts 
resumed daily watches with the Hive gradually returning to two 
watches per day. All this while following strict COVID safeguards 
and protocols with sanitising equipment, workspaces and also 
maintaining social distancing. Training has been a particular 
issue and we have developed online training for our volunteers 
covering a range of  subject areas.

Despite being closed for several weeks, Charmouth was 
involved in more than twice as many incidents in 2020 than in 
2019.  Many of  these were involved with people being cut off  by 
the tides.  The easing of  restrictions over last summer saw many 
more “staycationers” coming to our beautiful part of  the world.  
Some of  these may have been more used to holidays in the 
Mediterranean where tides are less of  a concern!

We are constantly looking at ways to enhance and develop 
our services to the public and this all costs money. Charmouth 
needs over £1000 a year to operate and our main lookout costs 
upwards of  £7000 pa. This covers rent, insurance, phone, 
repairs and equipment costs and doesn’t take account of  
improvements to our lookouts and equipment. We are currently 
working on a project to rebuild the Hive lookout into something 
more substantial than the present wooden building which was 
constructed quickly after the original building was destroyed. 

Our volunteers who devote their time for watches, vital training 
and even buy their own uniforms, come free!!  

We rely on public donations and if  you wish to help support our 
activities visit our JustGiving page:  

https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/ncilymebay  

or pop by either lookout if  you want to make a contribution in 
person.

Mike Seaman, Lyme Bay NCI Deputy Station Manager 
(Charmouth Sector).

National Coastwatch Institution (NCI)
Charmouth Lookout’s Fifth Anniversary.

In the year ending December 2020, NCI Charmouth has observed, 
logged and recorded the position of:

   503   working vessels

1,305   pleasure craft

    88    military and other official vessels.

We have staffed this lookout for 964 hours on 214 days.

We have initiated or assisted in 11 Incidents in co-operation with HM 
Coastguard and RNLI.

ALL SHORELINE ISSUES CAN BE SEEN ONLINE AT  
WWW.CHARMOUTH.ORG/CHARMOUTH_VILLAGE/SHORELINE-MAGAZINE/

STOP PRESS:  

We have just received a donation from Charmouth Stores 
via the Making a Difference Locally scheme which is 
Nisa’s retail charity supporting good, local causes.  

The money we have received will enable us to buy a 
new mobile phone for our lookout to replace our ageing 
one.  Having good, reliable communications is vital to 
Coastwatch’s activities.  There will also be money left 
over to contribute towards our running costs. 

This type of  donation makes a big difference to our 
organisation and we would like to express our sincere 
gratitude to Maria and Al at Charmouth Stores for their 
great support.
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Charmouth Traders - Spring 2021
Charmouth Calendar

The 2021 Charmouth Calendar was a real challenge. There were fewer entries 
and we had to have a smaller print run, increasing the cost per calendar. 
The Calendar turned out well though and of the 250 printed around 230 were 
sold. The profit from the Calendar was around £400 which we put towards the 
Charmouth Christmas Lights.

The 2022 Charmouth Calendar is now in the shops. 39 photographers 
entered 226 photographs, so we had a really good selection to choose from. 
If you want to buy one, they are on sale in Morgans, Charmouth Stores, 
Herringbone, SouthWesterly and the holiday parks. Don’t leave it too late for 
Christmas presents though! 

Christmas trees and lights

Charmouth Traders was originally set up to put Christmas Lights in Charmouth 
for the first time. We have managed this every year since our inception in 
2009. Last Christmas the trees and lights cost £1874.16. The £400 raised 
by the Calendar was augmented by a generous donation of £100 from Lyme 
Regis Rotary and £180 through the collection boxes but we still had to dip 
into our reserves to put on a much-needed display. The profit from the 2022 
calendars will raise more towards this year’s lights.

There are Christmas Lights collection boxes in several outlets around the 
village and invite your donations. If you would like to place a box in your retail 
outlet, contact Phil Tritton.

Charmouth Website

The monthly number of pages viewed by visitors to the Charmouth website 
(www.charmouth.org) has obviously been much affected by the pandemic:

What is really reassuring is that – lockdowns aside - the number of visitors to 
the site has hardly changed over the last six years. There was a temporary lift 
in 2018 thanks to the David Attenborough publicity around the ‘Sea Dragon’ 
ichthyosaur but otherwise visitor numbers have remained pretty stable at 
216000 – 242000 a year. The monthly numbers reflect Charmouth’s visitor 
seasonality. The numbers looking for accommodation has fallen a little, but this 
has been compensated by those seeking information on fossil collecting and 
general information about Charmouth. The website does a great job in helping 
visitors to choose Charmouth for their holidays.

Can all local organisations please check that their information is correct? 
Please let Phil Tritton know if not and it will be corrected.

Charmouth Traders membership

Membership is also unchanged at £25. We are unusual in having pretty well all 
the ‘frontline’ traders as members which gives us a strong voice when we need 
it. Please contact Phil Tritton if you would like to join us.

Charmouth Traders Mission Statement

The Charmouth Traders Association aims to further trade in Charmouth by 
developing and promoting the village as a destination for local people and 
visitors. This is to be achieved by organising events, lobbying appropriate 
external organisations and working together to achieve mutually agreed 
objectives:

Objectives

1. To act as a lobbying group to achieve improvements in the village 
environment

2. To organise events to attract visitors to the village

3. To promote Charmouth using appropriate media

4. To explore whether, by working together, cost savings can be achieved 
by CTA members

5. To set up a members’ forum to improve communication between 
members

I would summarise our performance since then as follows:

1. Initially we achieved several village improvements though recently 
Charmouth Parish Council has performed well, and our input has been 
informal only.

2. The Charmouth Events Committee handled events and was very 
successful. Since the lockdowns, however, it has lost its way and the 
chair, treasurer and secretary have all resigned. There will therefore be 
no events this year except hopefully a Christmas Fayre organised by 
Charmouth Traders. Hopefully, sufficient volunteers will come forward to 
reinstate the committee so events can take place next year. Contact Phil 
Tritton if interested.

3. The Charmouth website is still performing well, attracting some 220,000 
visitors a year in normal times. We did have limited success with press 
releases, but these are difficult to make effective without specific 
opportunities. We still have the objective of increasing shoulder season 
trade.

4. The Charmouth Jute Bag project worked very well. By combining our 
buying power, we achieved a high-quality bag that retails at only £5 and 
is on sale in several Charmouth outlets. We hope to buy these again next 
year and there are surely other opportunities.

5. No progress here, but open to suggestions though!

The Mission Statement is being reviewed. Phil Tritton is currently Chair/
Secretary and Peter Noel is Treasurer. We are aiming for an AGM in the 
Autumn to confirm or change these roles.

Other issues

Charmouth Traders has contributed to the Charmouth Neighbourhood Plan, 
in particular the section on how the sea defences need strengthening as the 
effect on our trade if the sea made serious inroads could be considerable.

The Traders bank balance allows us to keep ‘ticking over’ but is not enough to 
fund any major initiatives. Income from website ads and memberships will give 
us a cushion against any future challenges.

The Charmouth Local History Society sought a donation to reprint the 
Charmouth History Trail booklet. This free booklet does a great job in giving 
visitors something to do when on holiday and also generates traffic for several 
village outlets. Charmouth Traders has funded a reprint, and these are now 
available in most outlets.

In summary

Charmouth Traders is ticking along ok with a very successful website and 
regular funding of the village Christmas trees and lights. The Charmouth 
Calendar and Jute bag initiatives are working well, and any further ideas are 
welcome.

Phil Tritton

PLEASE SUPPORT CHARMOUTH TRADERS
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Charmouth Local History Society

Despite ‘lockdowns’, Charmouth Local History Society 
(CLHS) has been making good progress with its plans 
for the future of the Society and its membership.

The first initiative was to consult widely in the village regarding 
the possibility of  establishing a permanent museum, somewhere 
convenient to residents and visitors alike. Several potential sites 
were suggested by residents with the most popular being the 
unused area behind the Community Hall. A proposal was put to 
the owners, Charmouth Lawn Tennis Club, but unfortunately their 
committee unanimously rejected the idea without the possibility 
of  further discussion. Other potential sites both private and 
council owned were considered and disregarded for a variety of  
reasons.

The CLHS Committee has brought forward an earlier plan 
for a proposal for a new professionally-designed website and 
portable exhibitions.The proposal comprises two strands: a new 
website by a professional, Dorset-based web designer and the 
ability to stage ‘pop-up’ exhibitions comprising one-day displays 
of  selected aspects of  village local history.

An application was made to the National Lottery Heritage Fund 
to achieve this revised approach and we were delighted to be 
awarded a grant to allow us to implement our proposal.  Our 
plans for the rest of  the year now focus on these two strands of  
development.

New website:

A Dorset-based, professional website designer is working with 
the Committee to create a site suitable for the 21st century with 
a large store of  archive material being accessible to on-line 
visitors. The website will include such facilities as, a shop selling 
CLHS publications, a visitor blog, streaming talks, membership 
administration, etc. We hope, in time, to reprint all the previously 
published printed material and make it available to browse or 
purchase.

This website will be very widely publicised with the objectives 
of  increasing membership, generating donations, and generally 
very widespread dissemination of  Charmouth’s rich heritage.

‘Pop-up’ exhibitions:

We will purchase a number of  display board stands together 
with materials to create the content of  the exhibitions. Individual 
aspects of  Charmouth’s heritage will be identified and the 
display content created.

In good weather we may set these exhibitions up in the open 
provided there is good access to the visitor flow between The 
Street and the beach. More generally, space within the church, 
the Village Hall, the Community Hall and other village spaces 
can be hired and used for display of  these exhibitions.

During the height of  the visitor season the exhibitions can be 
moved around the village depending on availability of  space. 
Once created, these exhibitions can be stored when not in use 
and recycled in subsequent years.

We wish to engage with local schools and colleges and 
the local Scouting groups to create displays relevant to the 
heritage of  the village. Please get in touch with CLHS at 
helenparkerhistory@btinternet.com if  you would like to get 
involved with this. 

Volunteers:

Apart from seeking new members for the Society, we would like 
to hear from any residents who are willing and able to help staff  
the exhibitions, talk to the visitors and promote the Society. If  
you are interested let us know and we will put you on a list of  
potential volunteers.

New members:
The existing members have been very patient in the past few 
years as we have explored a number of  ways of  making the 
village’s archives available to them. The ever-popular talks that 
were given to capacity audiences were sadly cut short with the 
arrival of  the pandemic. 
We hope the added publicity and the new access to the village’s 
heritage will persuade others to become members when they 
see our determination to fulfil our ambitions for the future. We 
have not entirely given up on our original idea of  a permanent 
museum in the village and hope we could return to that idea in 
the future.

Charmouth memories:
If  you have an interesting story about your life in Charmouth, we 
would like to include this within the Society’s archives and share 
with future generations. Get in touch and we would like to help 
you tell your tale. 

Roger Sansom

The CLHS Committee has two 
vacancies at present 

We need a Treasurer to maintain 
our financial accounts and to 
be responsible for getting the 
accounts audited

We also need a Membership Secretary to look 
after our existing membership and to seek out new 
members.

Please contact us at helenparkerhistory@
btinternet.com if  you are interested in helping to 
preserve Charmouth’s heritage.

WANTED - Super sleuth!
There is a vacancy on the 
Shoreline Editorial team 
for a volunteer ‘roving 
reporter’ to find and talk to 
people in the village who 
have interesting stories to 
tell,and then to write the 
stories up for publication in 
a future issue of Shoreline.  

This position may be of interest to an existing 
resident, or perhaps a student studying English 
from Woodroffe.

Anyone interested should contact us at:  
editor@shoreline-charmouth.co.uk
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Lyme Regis Museum - 100 years old

Lyme Regis Museum is 100 years old this year! We are 
looking forward to celebrating our centenary year and 
we would love to welcome some new volunteers to 

join our team. We have an exciting summer season planned 
with fabulous fossil walks, engaging activities and new 
exhibitions. 

Built on the site of Mary Anning’s 1st home, Lyme Regis 
Museum is an architectural gem, first opened to the public in 
March 1921. With a fascinating history we have worked with 
volunteers from the start - the geologist W D Lang was one 
of our early volunteers, the writer John Fowles helped save 
and transform the museum in the 60’s and 70’s and David 
Attenborough is a current patron of our Friends organisation.

Volunteering at the museum 
is an opportunity to meet new 
people and learn more about the 
history and heritage of Lyme. We 
offer a variety of roles from ‘meet 
and greeters’, to fossil walk 
helpers, and gallery guides. As 
Lizzie, one of our long serving 
and loyal volunteers, says: 

“Working with such a varied group of  people, within the 
museum, I’m always continuing to learn. The Visitors are 
so diverse too.  You never know who’s coming through the 
door next.  I’ve met relatives of  Mary Anning from across the 
globe, the British Ambassador to the Ukraine and her son, 
to coaching Kate Winslet with her dialect in the recent film, 
Ammonite”

We welcome people who are interested, friendly, like 
meeting people and who would like to help us share Lyme’s 
fascinating history with our visitors.

2021 will be especially exciting time at the Museum; not only 
is it our Centenary year but the film Ammonite, starring Kate 
Winslet and filmed in Lyme Regis, is due to be released. Plus 
we are looking forward to an especially busy Summer. 

This will be a truly exciting time to get involved with an 
organisation that is at the heart of Lyme Regis and the 
Jurassic coast. No previous experience is necessary as we 
will provide training and support. If you are interested please 
visit our website www.lymeregismuseum.co.uk where you can 
find details of our volunteering opportunities. If you would like 
to find out more please contact 

Sue Jones on museum@lymeregismuseum.co.uk 

What happened to the comments made during the 
consultation in late summer last year (2020)?

There was a delay due to COVID restrictions over the past year 
however all responses received were considered and a summary of the 
comments can be found in the Consultation Summary Table contained 
in the Consultation Statement. This document and other supporting 
documentation can be viewed on Charmouth Parish website: https://www.
charmouthparishcouncil.gov.uk/documents
Note: names of individuals have been anonymised in the Table. 

What is the current status of the Neighbourhood Plan? 

Following the 2020 ‘pre-submission’ consultation stage of the Plan, policy 
wording and text was amended and the revised Plan was subsequently 
submitted to Charmouth Parish Council and they approved the Plan’s 
submission to Dorset Council. The revised Plan can be seen on 
Charmouth Parish Council website: https://www.charmouthparishcouncil.
gov.uk/file/submission-draft-may-2021-final-1.pdf

Prior to this approval, the Plan has been assessed by an independent 
planning consultant to determine whether the neighbourhood plan policies 
comply with legal requirements, national and local plan policies. This 
review passed the necessary tests; the outcome can be seen in the Basic 
Conditions Statement. (https://www.charmouthparishcouncil.gov.uk/
documents ) 

Following the submission of the Plan to Dorset Council a further six-
week consultation commenced on the 18th June 2021(until 30th July 
2021) so people can comment on the content of the plan or how it was 
produced. Publicity of this consultation was posted on Dorset Council 
website, Charmouth Parish Council website, facebook pages and village 
noticeboards. Any comments made during the consultation period will be 
passed on to the independent examiner for consideration.  The plan and 
supporting documents was available to be viewed online via the following 
link: https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/charmouth-neighbourhood-plan

When will the final version of the Plan be available to view?

The Plan will probably require further modification following the six-week 
consultation and independent examination. Once the Plan has gone 
through this assessment it will then go to a referendum within the village, 
so all Charmouth residents on the polling register will be able to vote on 
whether to accept the Plan or not. 

Will the Neighbourhood Plan really make a difference to 
the Village?   

The Plan will be used to determine planning applications within the 
Neighbourhood planning area. It is a powerful tool to ensure that the 
community get the right type of development in the right place whilst 
protecting the Village’s natural environment, community facilities and 
historical assets.
Without a Neighbourhood Plan in place, planning decisions will be made 
in accordance with the policies set at national and county level without the 
‘neighbourhood plan’ policies, developed at a local level from all your input. 
Thanks. 

So when will the Plan be approved (i.e. ‘made’) so it can be 
used?

It is hoped the Plan will be ‘made’ by the end of this year providing of 
course there is a simple majority of over 50% who vote in favour for the 
Plan.

Neighbourhood Plan
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One hundred and sixty-three years ago some fossilized bones 
were collected from the the foreshore beneath Black Ven at 
Charmouth in west Dorset. These bones were despatched to 

[Professor Sir] Richard Owen at the British Museum in London. Owen 
was the acknowledged expert on fossils in Britain – among many 
other achievements he had invented the word Dinosaur! These new 
bones puzzled and interested him because they clearly belonged to 
a dinosaur but comprised a jumble of the remains of several different 
sized animals. Owen encouraged the finder (James Harrison) to look 
for more specimens in order to clarify matters. Within a year Harrison 
had, quite remarkably, recovered a near complete skeleton of one 
animal. Until that moment dinosaurs had only been known from teeth 
and a few individual bones, so their structure and appearance had 
been entirely speculative. Such rarity had led to the extraordinary 
(and largely incorrect) concrete models of dinosaurs (built in 1853/4) 
that can be seen today at Crystal Palace Park in London.

The world had its first dinosaur skeleton and it was in the hands of the 
man who had rather brilliantly (given what little he had to go on at the 
time) invented dinosaurs. So, what did he do with it? He published two 
short papers on details of its anatomy (1861 and 1863) but many details 
were unrecorded and he failed to reconstruct the animal as it might have 
appeared in life, and made no attempt to understand its relationship to 
other known dinosaurs of the time. In short, he rather summarily ‘re-buried’ 
it in the literature of the time, and so it has remained ever since: known of, 
yet obscure and misunderstood. For various reasons the research staff of 
the Natural History Museum in London (where the specimen is now stored) 
did not find time to restudy Owen’s old dinosaur, even though the skeleton 
had been subjected to decades of preparation to clean up its bones.

Legend for painting: Charmouth in the Sinemurian (c.193 Mya). A 
reconstruction of the environmental conditions (a river in spate) that might 
have led to the accumulation of a variety of carcasses of Scelidosaurus in 
nearby near-shore sediments. The skeletons were buried in coarser fluvial 
sediments that, over time, became diagenetically altered into a limestone 
bed within the cliff of Blue Lias exposed on Black Ven. 
Illustration by John Sibbick, who retains the copyright to this image. 

Over the past three years David Norman (Earth Sciences/Christ’s College) 
has devoted a considerable amount of his time to preparing a detailed 
description and biological analysis of Scelidosaurus from Charmouth (now part 
of the “Jurassic Coast” UNESCO World Heritage Site). The rocks in which this 
dinosaur’s bones were fossilised (known as ‘Blue Lias’) are ~193 million years 
old, very close to the dawn of the ‘Age of Dinosaurs’. The new descriptive 
work has been published in the Zoological Journal of the Linnean Society 
of London in the form of a series of monographs [https://doi.org/10.1093/
zoolinnean/zlz074; https://doi.org/10.1093/zoolinnean/zlz078; https://doi.
org/10.1093/zoolinnean/zlz085; https://doi.org/10.1093/zoolinnean/zlaa061].

Why now? 
In the latter half of the 19th century Harry Seeley (who had been trained in 
Cambridge by the Woodwardian Professor Adam Sedgwick) established a 
fundamental classification of dinosaurs based primarily upon the shape of their 
hip bones: they were either saurischians (‘lizard-hipped’) or ornithischians 
(‘bird-hipped’). 

Seeley’s scheme was based largely on hip structure:

This classificatory scheme first published in 1888 proved very reliable for 
subsequent researchers. All dinosaur discoveries seemed to slot neatly into 
one or other of these groupings. This implied relationships between the major 
known dinosaur groups as follows:

However, between 2009 and 2011 David led a detailed description of the 
Early Jurassic ornithischian dinosaur named Heterodontosaurus [https://
doi.org/10.1111/j.1096-3642.2011.00697.x]. This work revealed a number 
of anatomical features suggesting that this early ornithischian possessed 
features more commonly seen in theropod saurischian dinosaurs. This 
result was unexpected: did these features appear independently? (i.e. they 
represent evolutionary convergence). Or, did they signify a closer, possibly 
familial, connection between ornithischians and theropod saurischians? 
(contradicting Seeley’s universally agreed hypothesis).

Over the next few years the significance of these observations was explored in 
greater detail. Along with help from two of his former PhD students (Matthew 
Baron and Paul Barrett) a huge range of not-quite-dinosaurs (from the Late 
Triassic Period) and many early true dinosaurs were examined anatomically. 
Their cumulative characteristics were analysed (using a technique known as 
numerical cladistics) and what emerged was ‘revolutionary’ in the sense that it 
challenged Seeley’s 130 year old, and very stable, classification of dinosaurs 
[https://doi.org/10.1038/nature21700]. 

Dinosaurian Insights: Scelidosaurus Harrisonii
A CURIOUS HISTORICAL ANOMALY
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New pattern of relationships:

Another fact that emerged from this work on dinosaur relationships 
was that the earliest known ornithischians first appear in the Early 
Jurassic Period. Scelidosaurus is just such an Early Jurassic dinosaur 
and therefore represents a species that appeared at (or close to) the 
evolutionary ‘birth’ of the Ornithischia. Given that context, what was 
actually known of Scelidosaurus? The answer: … remarkably little!

Study of all known material attributable to Scelidosaurus has now been 
completed and reveals a host of “1sts”.Nobody knew that the skull had 
horns on its back edge. It also had several bones that have never before 
been recognized in any other dinosaur:

It is also clear from the rough texturing of the skull bones that it was, in life, 
covered by hardened horny scutes a little bit like the scutes plastered over 
the surface of the skulls of living turtles:

Its entire body was protected by skin that anchored an array of stud-like 
bony spikes and plates:

Now that its anatomy is well known it has proved possible to examine the 
phylogenetic position and potential relationships of this animal. It had been 
regarded for many decades as an early member of the group that included 
the stegosaurs (including Stegosaurus with its huge bony plates along its 
spine and a spiky tail) and ankylosaurs (the armour-plated ‘tanks’ of the 
dinosaur era), but that was based on a poor understanding of the anatomy 
of Scelidosaurus. Now it seems that Scelidosaurus is an ancestor of the 
ankylosaurs alone.

The new family tree that includes Scelidosaurus:

Why are Scelidosaurus remains found only at Charmouth? 
Answer: we don’t know. This dinosaur lived at a time when most of the 
continents of the world were clumped together in a world we now call Pangea. 
So, logically, animals in ‘Dorset’ would have been able to roam the globe and 
their fossil remains should crop up elsewhere. But for the moment we only 
know this dinosaur from this one location. 

It is also clear that the dinosaur bones found at Charmouth tend to be located 
in the harder limestone bands seen in the sea cliffs (the layering effect 
produced by these bands of limestone probably provided the source of the 
name “Lias” that was given to these particular rocks). The limestone bands 
are ‘diagenetic’ having been created by calcium carbonate precipitation 
from groundwater flowing through coarser sandy sediment in which these 
dinosaurs were buried. The coarser sediments indicate brief periods of higher 
energy water flow – possibly created by periodic flooding in the area. The 
floods washed some dinosaurs into the sea where they drowned and became 
buried and eventually fossilized. Such a ‘flood-event’ has been beautifully 
reconstructed in the artwork by John Sibbick.

Finally 
It is unfortunate that such an important dinosaur, discovered at such a critical 
time in the early study of dinosaurs, was never properly described. It has now 
(at last!) been described in detail and provides many new and unexpected 
insights concerning the biology of early dinosaurs and their underlying 
relationships. It seems a shame that the work was not done earlier but, as 
they say … “better late than never”.

David Norman (dn102@cam.ac.uk)

The local fossil collector David Sole has played a key role in the discovery 
of two important partial skeletons of Scelidosaurus. In the mid 1990s he 
discovered a mid-sized partial skeleton of one individual. The first portions of a 
second larger skeleton were found by David on the beach west of Charmouth 
beach car park following a cliff-fall on Black Ven in December 2000. Further 
pieces of this skeleton were recovered by Peter Langham, Jo Anderson, 
Andrew Sole, Christine Endecott, Rick Taylor and Bernie Abbott. The skeleton 
was reassembled under the stewardship of David Sole and was prepared for 
display using a combination of dilute acid, lapidarist’s tools and low-frequency 
vibropens by the late David Costin (whose workshop was in Lyme). A restored 
version of this skeleton can be seen at the Charmouth Heritage Coast Centre.

The originals of both the above specimens are on public display at Bristol 
Museum to which they are on loan, until a suitable permanent home can - 
hopefully - be found for them one day here in west Dorset.
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HELPERS NEEDED

At the moment we are a small number 
of  volunteers who empty the litter 

bins after beach office hours on the 
Foreshore. More volunteers would be 

welcomed.

Please contact Maralyn & Malcolm Hinxman on  
01297 560402 for further information.

VISIT THE HERITAGE COAST CENTRE

Our Heritage Coast Centre

From the early 1970s, ‘Heritage Coasts’ were established 
to conserve the best stretches of undeveloped, 
unspoilt, coastline in England. A heritage coast is 

defined by agreement between the relevant maritime local 
authorities and Natural England. Originally, the national 
policy framework and objectives for heritage coasts were 
developed by the Countryside Commission, a predecessor 
of Natural England, and ratified by government.

As part of  that process, this area of  coast became part of  the 
West Dorset Heritage Coast in the early 1980s. The West Dorset 
Heritage Coast extends from Seaton in the west (although 
that is in Devon) almost to the Bill of  Portland in the east. The 
Purbeck Heritage Coast extends this eastwards within Dorset. 
Locally, management of  the Heritage Coast is achieved through 
the Dorset AONB Management Plan.

In all, there are 32 stretches of  coast around England which 
have been defined as Heritage Coasts, the first being in 1973 
with the most recent in 2001. A similar process occurred for 
Wales, which now has stretches of  coast defined as Heritage 
Coasts covering about a third of  the Welsh coastline (500 
km/300 miles). Heritage coasts are ‘defined’ rather than 
designated, so there isn’t a statutory designation process like 
that associated with national parks and Areas of  Outstanding 
Natural Beauty.

In 1982 a Public Inquiry was held in this area to consider 
damage being done to the cliffs from fossil hunting activity. Also 
in 1982 the first Heritage Coast Management Plan for West 
Dorset was published which identified the need to establish a 
visitor centre in the Lyme Regis/Charmouth area on the basis it 
was “better to educate than legislate”.  

As a result, our Heritage Coast Centre was established here in 
Charmouth, with work starting in 1984, Trustees appointed, and 
the first warden appointed in 1986. 

That means that our Charmouth Heritage Coast Centre was 
so named because of  the area being a Heritage Coast. Many 
people think the Coast Centre name is due to the area being 
awarded World Heritage status by UNESCO, but that happened 
in 2001, seventeen years later!  Also, many people seem to 
believe that at some point there was a Charmouth Heritage 
Centre - but no - there never has been an organisation by that 
name. 

What about other heritage coasts – do they have similar 

Centres? The answer is that there are a few coasts with an 
Information Centre, or a Visitor Centre, such as the Heritage 
Coast Information Centre Bridlington. But there are only two 
actually named ‘Heritage Coast Centre’ – Charmouth and 
Glamorgan. Glamorgan was one of  the trial areas for the 
concept of  a heritage coast, with the Glamorgan Heritage 
Coast Project being established in 1973, with the Glamorgan 
Heritage Coast stretching for 14 miles.

Like the West Dorset Heritage Coast, the cliffs and beaches 
along the Glamorgan Heritage Coast are packed with secrets 
of  the past: with earth history from the limestone formed in the 
Carboniferous Period (350 million years ago) to the blue lias of  
the Liassic period (180 million years ago). Liassic is part of  the 
Lower Jurassic, at the boundary of  Jurassic and Triassic.

The Glamorgan Heritage Coast Centre, located in 
Dunraven Park near Bridgend, offers similar activities to 
CHCC, for schools, colleges and community groups as well as 
the public, and they have a Friends’ organisation. However, as 
well as fossil, rock-pooling and beach activities, they offer a 
range of  other environmental education and outdoor learning 
opportunities. Interestingly, their Heritage Coast Centre is 
also situated in a building with history as it was originally the 
laundry for Dunraven Castle.

So that’s it for the only two Heritage Coast Centres. We are 
almost unique!

Many people call our organisation and Centre the ‘heritage 
centre’ but it’s not.  The word Coast has always been an 
integral part of  the name. There are 100s of  Heritage Centres 
around the country, the closest being Axminster and Colyton. 
Generally, a heritage centre tends to be about the ‘town’, its 
local history and people. CHCC was named for the Heritage 
Coast, not the heritage of  Charmouth. Omitting the word Coast 
when referring to the Centre is losing a most important word 
– we are by the coast, we have to be by the coast, we are all 
about the coast...   Let’s not ignore that. 

We have a wonderful Heritage Coast Centre!

Eden Thomson (on behalf of CHCC)

Reference: “Charmouth Heritage Coast Centre: A history of  
the building and the Centre”, Bill Burn, 2019.

WANTED - Graphics help
Shoreline is looking for a 
volunteer graphics designer 
to create the occasional 
piece of clipart, cartoon or 
help with an ad. 

Contributions sometimes 
need a piece of eye-
catching graphics to draw 
readers’ attention to the 
article.

Anyone interested should contact us at:  
editor@shoreline-charmouth.co.uk
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herringbone

handmade

gifts

textiles

local

art

vintage

1 the arcade  the street  charmouth  dorset  dt6 6pu

coastal creatives charmouth

herringbonecharmouth@gmail.com

In a world of homogenous grey, too much plastic and 
throwaway products Malabar Trading sets out to scour 
the world for small producers creating or restoring 
beautiful and useful things for the home.   Our goal is to 
support sustainable and fair trading and to help maintain 
traditional crafts where we can.

Many of  our suppliers are small family businesses in places 
such as Sri Lanka, India or Istanbul, carrying on ancient 
crafts including block printing, weaving, basket making 
and ceramics.  We work closely with them to create quilts, 
tablecloths, cushions, travel accessories and a small range 

of  clothes.  We also travel to suppliers who find us vintage 
kilims, woven silk suzanis and kilim cushions from across the 
Middle East.

Whatever you might find to suit you in Malabar Trading, the 
ideal that unites our wide and varied range of  products is 
that each item should be decorative, useful and expertly 
made. We aim to provide a range of  home furnishings and 
gifts that bring quality and beauty to everyday life.

www.malabartrading.com

ADVERTORIAL

BYMEAD HOUSE
Nursing & Residential Home

Bymead House is a medium sized Nursing and Residential family 
run home in the picturesque seaside village of Charmouth. Our 
philosophy focuses on personal choice, individual freedom and 
comprehensive care which is shared by all our staff and is reflected 
in the home’s calm and friendly atmosphere. At Bymead quality 
care and a home from home is truly embraced. We offer a highly 
professional and exclusive care service for the elderly with a 
personal touch.

Recently awarded GOOD following our CQC Inspection under the 
new regulations.

For further details or to arrange a visit please contact the Registered 
Manager Amy Blacklock on 01297 560620.

Bymead House, Axminister Road, Charmouth, DT6 6BS.

manager@bymead.co.uk

www.bymead.co.uk

A wide range of  beautifully made items 
from around the world. Turkish kilims, 

hand embroidered cushions, Japanese 
bowls, blockprinted cotton quilts,nightwear, 

clothing and a selection of  jewellery.
Visit us at 33 South Street, Bridport

10am-5pm Monday to Saturday
email us on info@Malabartrading.com 

or call on 01308 425734

M O R G A N S
From newspapers to nails  

everything you might ever need.

Open 7 days a week  
Monday to Friday & Sunday 6.30am-1.00pm  

Saturday 6.30am-5pm

4 The Arcade, The Street, Charmouth DT6 6PU
01297 560202



20   SHORELINE SUMMER 2021 / ISSUE 43

Interested in the arts?

Why not join us for our monthly eclectic mix of  talks.

September - June. Bridport Town Hall. 3rd Thursday of  the month.

2021/2022 Season
September 9th Lucinda Lambton, talking on Russell-Cotes, The Man Behind the Museum and 

Gallery. (NB 2nd not 3rd Thursday) 
October 21st Ancient Egyptian Treasures in the Fitzwilliam Museum.
November 19th William Morris; a new look at Arts and Crafts architecture.
December 16th Here We Are Again: The Great British Pantomime.

2022

January 20th Ambitious Architecture: Blenheim Palace.
February 17th Tracing the Three Hares: A Link between the Westcountry and Ancient China.
March 17th The History of Couture Embroidery from1850.
April 21st Lucien Freud: the Art of the Man.
May 19th (AGM) British Travellers in Mexico: Lost Cities and Surreal Worlds.
June 16th Lawrence of Arabia: Excavating a Legend.

Membership £50 per annum. Visitors always welcome £7.50 per talk.
www.taswestdorset.org.uk

Sandy Lovelock - 01305 848390

Out of this World

No, this is not a drone 
on Charmouth beach 
at low tide. This is the 

first photograph taken by the 
Perseverance spacecraft, of its 
exploration helicopter, Ingenuity, 
on Mars.

The Perseverance Rover mission 
was launched on July 30th 2020 
and landed on the surface of  
Mars on February 18th 2021. The 
photograph was taken on April 7th 
2021.

A key objective for Perseverance’s 
mission on Mars is astrobiology, 
including the search for signs of  
ancient microbial life. 

The rover will study the planet’s 
geology and past climate, pave 
the way for human exploration 
of  the Red Planet. It will be the 
first mission to collect and cache 
Martian rock and regolith (broken 
rock and dust) for possible future 
missions to recover and return the 
samples to the Earth.

Photograph credit: NASA/JPL Caltech 

ALL SHORELINE ISSUES CAN BE SEEN ONLINE AT  
WWW.CHARMOUTH.ORG/CHARMOUTH_VILLAGE/SHORELINE-MAGAZINE/
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Charmouth Gardeners Annual Village Show

PLEASE SUPPORT SHORELINE’S ADVERTISERS

We are all looking forward to a return to normal 
after the sadness and despair of the Covid 
pandemic and are hoping that people from 

Charmouth and surrounding areas will join us at The 
Charmouth Annual Village Show. 

The event will take place this year on Saturday August 14th 
at 14.30 in the ‘Community Hall’, Lower Sea Lane and the 
‘Village Hall’, Wesley Close but please do think about taking 
part by entering in any of  the many classes in the show… 
there is something for everyone!

Exhibits will include flowers, fruit and vegetables, home 
produce, photography, children’s sections and Handicrafts 
(needlework, woodwork, knitting and painting). 

The photographic classes this year are:  The Colour Yellow; 
Beach Finds; The Garden Gate; Roses; Storms; and, All 
Creatures Great and Small.

 
We welcome entrants for all classes although *fruit and 
vegetable produce* must be grown within a ten-mile radius of  
Charmouth. 

FREE show schedules and Entry form detailing all classes 
(free to enter) will be available  from Fortnam Smith & Banwell 
Estate Agent’s Office in Charmouth from mid-July (with details 
of  where to return by 11th August). More information can be 
obtained from the Show Secretary, Pauline Bonner 01297 
560251.

Entry on the day is £1 for adults (to cover both halls) children 
free entry.  

Please do join us, it’s a fun community day.

Saturday August 14th
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Domestic & Commercial Carpets & Upholstery
Carpet Moth Treatment

All work fully insured
Members of the National Carpet Cleaning 

Association (NCCA) 
www.cleanliving-sw.co.uk

Clean Living
Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning

01297 792103 or 07970 060449

 
Support your local 

trades – use a local 
Chimney Sweep 

A clean 
chimney is a safe chimney 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Member of The Guild of Master Sweeps.   

HETAS Approved Chimney Sweep. 
HETAS Registered Installer. 
Sweep Safe accredited. 

Thatch trained.   
NFU Insured.   

Chimney, woodburner and range cooker sweeping. 
Power Sweeping,  Bird’s nest removal. 

Camera Inspections, Cowls fitted. 
Wood-burners, multi-fuel stoves and liners installed. 

07432 118318 
 Evening and weekend appointments available. 

The Coastal Community Cupboard 
is a new community project 
operating under the auspices 
of  the Lyme Regis Development 
Trust and based at The Hub 
in Church Street, Lyme Regis. 
The first project undertaken by founders Lisa 

Charleton and Mary Ward 
was called Soup’n’Soul and 
was based here in Charmouth 
during the lockdown. It was 
a simple idea – a weekly 
delivery of  homemade soup 
and fresh bread to any 
resident who wanted it. It 
became an overnight success 
as neighbours and friends 
nominated those they thought 

would appreciate it and soon weekly deliveries had reached 
seventy people in Charmouth and the Char valley. It was very 
apparent that the Soul element was the most inspirational 
part of  the initiative as isolated, usually elderly, people warmly 
welcomed the contact and chat that went with their weekly 
soup! As lockdown eased the 
project was brought to a close 
after twelve very successful 
weeks.

Following Soup’n’Soul and 
after a great deal of  planning 
and preparation the Seaside 
Store was launched from the 
Hub on June 8th. This is a 
brand new and innovative 
way to both help people and 

THE COASTAL COMMUNITY CUPBOARD

continued on next page>
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Super Hot Local Firewood
Prime Coppice Woodland

Locally produced quality firewood, oak timber and  
coppice woodland products. Competitive prices.  

Hardwood logs - Ash & Oak fully seasoned to keep you 
warm all winter and delivered to your door!

We use our heavy horses to sustainably extract timber from  
our own working woodland here in West Dorset.

Buying wood from us keeps logs local, keeps you warm  
and helps regenerate our local woodland economy!

Ring Kit on 07778 525816 
www.primecoppice.com

Charmouth Girl Guides
It has been an unusual time for Charmouth 
Guides with not being able to meet face-to-
face for most of the year and then not being 
able to meet in our usual hall at Wootton due 
to hall improvements. We were really pleased 
that we could use Charmouth Village Hall 
when we were allowed to meet. The girls 
were brilliant doing the various challenges set 
over a WhatsApp group and the odd outside 
meeting that we were allowed to have. This 
term we have been looking at the Jurassic 
plod challenge and have been identifying 
dinosaurs, we visited the beach and made 

sculptures and pictures. We have learnt and practiced our sign language 
including the British sign language alphabet and various greetings, colours 
and animal names. We have looked at fitness and tai chi. There has been 
pebble painting and a bit of cooking in the hall. 

We are now back at Wootton Village Hall so have replanted the flower 
displays. We have looked at paper aeroplanes and what makes them fly and 
how to make and fly them. 

>continued from previous page

For the rest of the term we are having a cook-out at a farm in Hawkchurch. 
This is where the girls will build a fire, light it and cook their chosen food on it. 
We will also be looking at erecting tents. 

At the end of this term we are also seeing Davina Pennels stepping down 
as Charmouth Guide leader after many years of dedication and service. 
We would really like to thank her for everything that she has done for many, 
many girls over the years including two of the other existing leaders (Debbie 
& Rosie) that she mentored over the years that were both guides with her 
and enjoyed it so much that they stayed!! We are pleased to know that she 
hasn’t gone from guiding completely so will be popping up when we need 
an extra pair of hands but is stepping back. If anyone has any memories 
that they want to share or any messages for Davina, please send them to 
1stcharmouthguides@gmail.com.

Debbie, Rosie & Sharon will continue to run Charmouth Guides at Wootton 
Village Hall. If anyone is interested in joining us please register your interest at 
www.girlguiding.org.uk/information-for-parents/register-your-daughter  through 
the Girlguiding website . We would love to see you. If you have a skill that you 
would like to share with the girls, please contact us on 1stcharmouthguides@
gmail.com or telephone Debbie on 07977 035768.

Debbie Thatcher

reduce some of  the enormous amounts of  food that are wasted 
daily. Once again, the basic concept is simple – anyone can 
join as a member for free and then shop by choosing to spend 
either £3.50 or £5 for 10 or 15 items respectively. All fresh 
produce (such as fruit, vegetables and bakery items) is free 
and therefore not included in the 10 or 15 items. The Seaside 
Store is perfect for the many who regularly find themselves 
temporarily squeezed or under pressure and just want to top up 
their weekly shop for a very modest cost. The added bonus is 
that all members are helping to reduce the shocking amount of  
good food that regularly goes into landfill.

The Store has clearly struck a chord as, even after only a few 
weeks of  operation, the numbers using it are climbing week 
on week with a lot of  very positive feedback and comments. 
The money taken each week goes to pay FareShare as we do 
have to pay them for the produce they provide. We also have 
to keep the store cupboards topped up and purchase the 
many sundry items required to keep the store running. There 
has been a great deal of  interest from some rural areas where 
people are often unable to get into Lyme. With that in mind we 
are embarking on a major fundraising campaign with a view 
to purchasing a van to enable the Store to reach those people 
we currently can’t reach by becoming the first mobile social 
supermarket!

Not content to rest on their laurels, Lisa and Mary are 
hatching plans for a fortnightly Cake’n’Cuppa community 
café in The Village Hall, Wesley Close, Charmouth starting 
on the 21st July. After the last eighteen months this will 
hopefully be a place where people will come, relax and 
re-engage with village life while enjoying a free cup of  tea 
and some homemade cake! Looking into the future Lisa and 
Mary are exploring all sorts of  possibilities in order to create 
opportunities to further enrich and develop the spirit of  this 
great community in which we all live.

As mentioned, the Store is largely self-funding at the minute 
as far as the produce is concerned but things are not getting 
any cheaper, so monetary donations are always welcome 
to help keep things topped up and running. Funding to 
purchase a van has now begun and, of  course, represents 
a large financial investment for us as, so far, we have set up 
these initiatives on a shoestring with minimal funding so this 
will take us into new territory and some serious fundraising 
will be required! But a set of  wheels will represent a 
significant advance in the Stores reach and capabilities. 

For information, to donate or to volunteer contact Lisa 
or Mary on community@lrdt.co.uk  or telephone 01297 
255002 or 07835799469.
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Self-mortification and Other Delights of Old Phuket Town

Thailand is a country that is 
– as I, indeed, found out for 
myself some twenty years 

ago – easy to fall in love with. This 
is not least due to its wide-ranging 
cultural and geographical diversity: 
the sprawling city of Bangkok in 
the centre – a hotspot for night-life 
and fast living; the idyllic tropical 
islands and beaches of the south; 
the exotic temples, mountains 
and free-roaming elephants of the 
northwest; and, the agricultural 
plains of the northeast, home to the 
swarthy Isan people – the original 
Thais. In fact, there is something 
for everyone in this remarkable 
southeast Asian nation.

My first visit to ‘the land of  smiles’ 
was a month’s holiday with my 
cousins. We travelled by train and 
boat from Bangkok to the islands of  
the Andaman Sea on the west coast. 
Needless to say, I was determined to 
return for a longer period, and so I 
enrolled upon a TEFL course. It was 
not long before I found myself  back 
in Bangkok, teaching English. On my 
time off, I tried to get to know the local 
area, and that is when I met my long-
term Isan girlfriend, Tim.

Together, we have since travelled the 
length and breadth of  the country, 
mainly avoiding the beaten tourist 
track and visiting the more interesting 
and exotic locations. One of  our 
favourite destinations is that of  Phuket, 
Thailand’s largest island, situated 
on the Andaman coast. The island is 
famous for its white-sanded beaches 
and exuberant night-life, but it is not 
so much these that attract us, but the 
picturesque old town in the centre. 
Phuket Town has that romantic, old-
worldy feeling to it, with its colourful 
cultural history and delightful Sino-
Portuguese architecture. It is also 
the venue of  the outrageously garish 
Chinese Vegetarian Festival. 

This festival is probably the most 
bizarre and, indeed, shocking event 
I have witnessed in my many travels 
through Thailand and Southeast Asia: 
an experience, I must warn, not for 
the faint-hearted. It is a barrage of  
profound proportions both on the 
sensibilities of  sight and of  hearing, 

as well as that of  the credulities of  the 
mind, itself.

It was mid-October and Tim and I 
were back in Phuket Town in time for 
the beginning of  the festival. It was 
around seven o’clock in the morning, 
and the air was already heavy with 
heat and humidity as we sat in a 
Chinese seafood restaurant near 
our hotel, which opened out onto 
Phang Nga Road where the Chinese 
people were about to parade. There 
was an electric thrill of  anticipation 
in the atmosphere and the place was 
bustling with a multi-cultural potpourri 
of  people, all in a holiday mood.

It was not long before the 
extraordinary and somewhat 
grotesque procession arrived: bare-
chested men with knives, flowers, 
small branches and various other 
implements, all incredibly skewered 
right through their faces from cheek 
to cheek; other men flagellating 
themselves with sticks and spiky 
metal balls; beautiful girls dressed 
in white waving serenely, as if  totally 
unaware of  the sadomasochistic 
practices around them; children loudly 
banging gongs and drums, while 
others brandished banners displaying 
large Chinese script; and, older boys 
trundling carts onto which deafening 
fire crackers were thrown. One man 
walked by with spikes protruding from 
all over his body, looking like a human 
porcupine.

Tim and I were as incredulous as the 
other stupefied western spectators 
around us. We leant forward on our 
seats, as if  hypnotized in morbid 
fascination by the surreal events 
in front of  us. And yet, as far as I 
could see, there was no evidence, 
whatsoever, of  any sign of  pain or 
discomfort on the many Chinese 
faces we beheld. In fact, on the 
contrary, they all looked happy and 
jubilant, and seemed to revel in this 
weird celebratory catharsis. The fire 
crackers suddenly became more 
numerous and even more deafening, 
and we reacted with a start, reflexively 
shielding our ears.

There is, however, some modicum of  
method to all this seeming madness. 

The festival is an annual event held 
during the ninth lunar month of  the 
Chinese calendar, and its accompanying 
sacred rituals, as perverse as they may 
seem to the western eye, are believed 
to bestow good fortune upon those who 
religiously observe this rite. It is said, 
by some, that the festival was brought 
to Phuket by a wandering Chinese 
opera troupe, who fell ill from malaria 
while performing on the island. They 
were, subsequently, cured by devoting 
their affections and prayer to the Nine 
Emperor Gods of  the Taoist faith, while 
maintaining a strict vegetarian diet. 
Whether there is any truth in this story or 
not, the seriousness of  the bloodcurdling 
practices enacted in the name of  this 
faith is not to be denied.

Once the macabre parade had passed, 
Tim and I could not help ourselves 
but to follow on behind. We found that 
along the length of  Phang Nga Road 
local shopkeepers had set up little 
altars outside their premises, offering 
flowers, fruit, and nine tiny cups of  tea to 
represent the Nine Emperor Gods. The 
trance-induced Taoist mediums – the 
ones who, apparently, did all the piercing 
– each drank a cup of  the tea as they 
passed by, while also taking some of  
the flowers and fruit, which they expertly 
spiked onto their bodies, giving them the 
ever-increasing appearance of  walking 
kebabs.

We continued to walk through the 
crowded streets, weaving around 
ebullient Taoist monks, vendors’ food 
carts, and mini altars with their Chinese 
patrons, until we came across the Jui 
Tui Shrine, a Chinese temple on Ranong 
Road, outside of  which was an arena 
where there was much activity: a mixture 
of  both the commercial – pretty girls 
touting hi-tech mobile phones – and 
the religious. One such spectacle was 
a daring display of  pole climbing. A tall 
pole was surrounded by young Chinese, 
and we watched as a boy climbed 
the pole right to the top. Another boy 
dressed as a Chinese dragon started to 
dance round the pole, and then climbed 
up to join his companion, demonstrating 
an impressive repertoire of  acrobatics 
on his ascent, culminating in fireworks 
shooting out of  the dragon’s mouth.

Procession of Chinese people on Phang Nga Road

One of the impaled Taoist mediums accepts tea 
from a local shopkeeper

Jui Tui Shrine
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CHARMOUTH GREEN GROUP 

Charmouth Green Group was set up in February 2021, initially 
as a Facebook based organisation which aimed to help the 
community promote the protection of local wildlife habitats 

– green spaces, trees and our gardens. It has now extended to all 
environmental aspects of village life including reducing Land Fill. 

Households are being encouraged to reduce, reuse or recycle as 
much of their unwanted household and garden items as possible 
as well as their black bin rubbish. We want to promote reducing the 
use of chemicals in our environment, improving our local transport 
infrastructure, promoting local food and not forgetting tree planting ! 

We are gathering a team of volunteers for all these activities so if 
you want to help in any way, big or small, please get in contact. 
Join the Facebook group at Charmouth Green Group or email 
Charmouthgreengroup@gmail.com

We have done a presentation about recycling for Charmouth School 
and launched an art competition with them to have artwork designed for 
our Charmouth Green Group Facebook page. Details of winners will be 
shared in the next edition of Shoreline.  

We are also helping residents in St Andrews House recycle soft plastics, 
as Tesco’s Supermarket in Axminster now has a scheme to recycle 
these.

Julie Leah

DORSET CLIMATE ACTION 
NETWORK 

We all know there is a climate crisis and many of  us are also 
aware of  the dramatic loss of  wildlife (fewer swallows, thrushes, 
butterflies, hedgehogs, skylarks, cuckoos - it’s a long list). 

Now there’s a way we can all start to change that. Dorset 
Climate Action Network (DorsetCAN) brings together people 
(many in the Charmouth area) with an interest in wildlife, our 
local landscape, climate change, plastic and other pollution, 
litter, sea and river water quality. The DorsetCAN newsletter has 
ideas every month for action you can take locally and news of  
campaigns and projects you can join. 

If  you are worried about the climate and nature crisis, please 
take a first step and join DorsetCAN (membership is free). You 
CAN make all the difference. Visit: www.dorsetcan.news 

A VIEW FROM WESTMINSTER
As the summer season reaches its height in August, with the hot 
summer sun and gorgeous beaches along the Jurassic Coast 
bringing in many thousands of visitors, it might be easy for some to 
forget that there are also many thousands of people making a living 
here.

One of the things I love about Charmouth is that at its heart remains 
a working community, with many residents employed in the local 
fishing industry, farming and tourism.  However, behind the glossy 
photographs, behind the waft of sun cream and behind the hustle 
and bustle of seaside ruckus, lie some important issues that I am 
determined to address across West Dorset.

It is essential that we push for our tourism sector to work more 
cohesively to allow the best experience possible to be gained by 
our visitors and guests. When I welcomed the Minister for Tourism 
to West Dorset in June, I discussed this, and raised the prospect of 
using technology such as apps to allow visitors to more easily find 
and access the fantastic range of attractions to suit all weathers, 
interests and abilities. I look forward to working with the Minister on 
matters such as this to deliver meaningful improvements to people’s 
experiences here in West Dorset.

Whilst Brexit has brought many benefits to this country, it has also 
resulted in significant strain on the fishing community. I have met 
fishermen both at Lyme Regis and West Bay and continue dialogue 
with both the fishing community and the Government and will 
continue holding the Government to account to ensure our fishing 
industry can access the support it needs. 

Behind the counter of almost every food establishment, shop or kiosk 
both in Charmouth and along the Jurassic coast, is a young person 
with individual dreams and aspirations. However, the cost of living for 
young people in this part of the country is increasing. Young people 
in many industries here in West Dorset have felt they had to move 
elsewhere for more affordable homes, lower living costs and better 
employment. I have long championed educational institutions within 
our county such as Kingston Maurward College, which help empower 
young people to forge meaningful careers in their own communities. I 
have also campaigned successfully to prevent designations such as 
a national park for Dorset being imposed when the evidence shows 
higher house prices, higher living costs and less quality employment 
drive young people away. 

Chris Loder MP

This was followed by a much bigger 
Chinese dragon prancing into the arena, 
this time illuminated by electric lights and 
operated by children underneath. The 
dragon proceeded to chase a glowing 
multi-coloured globe held on a stick by 
one of  the boys. It continued to dance 
round in circles, fireworks erupting from 
its mouth. A fountain of  more fireworks 
spouted forth from the centre of  the 
arena, and the dragon frolicked crazily 
around it.

The vibrant celebrations took us across 
the town, and we found ourselves near 
another Chinese temple where a big 
event was taking place. It was the ritual 
Taoist ceremony in which Chinese men 
were to walk across a bed of  hot coals. 

A voice was blaring out from a 
loudspeaker, and the venue was alive 
with sight-seers, fireworks and more 
deafening fire crackers. Tim managed 
to find a place where we could see 
reasonably well through the crowded 
throng, and we soon made out two 
bare-chested men dancing around the 
bed of  coals, one with a red flag and the 
other with a black flag. They were joined 
by a large group of  other Chinese, and 
they all held hands as they danced. This 
seemed to go on for some time, but, just 
as we were beginning to lose interest, 
the dancing quickened, reaching a 
frenzied climax, and then several of  
the group ran and danced across the 
glowing red-hot coals. I winced inwardly 
at the spectacle, but as with the body-
piercing men before, no visible signs 
of  any form of  sufferance could be 

discerned. As this ritual continued, the 
coals were periodically sprinkled with 
water, and the coal walkers playfully 
sprinkled the surrounding spectators, as 
well.

The celebrations continued well into 
the evening, with the local temples and 
shrines crowded with Chinese, Thai and 
westerners alike. Fireworks illuminated 
the night sky, and Taoist devotees prayed 
and danced with dedicated exaltation. 
Seeing the happiness and camaraderie 
amongst all these people of  different 
cultures and backgrounds, I could 
not help but think that, maybe, a bit of  
indulgent self-mortification cannot be all 
that bad!

Alex Brigers



26   SHORELINE SUMMER 2021 / ISSUE 43

Stonebarrow 65 for Grandad Steve

Surviving the Pandemic ...
and Winning a Gold Award!!

 
Well, we have survived and worked hard to thrive against 
the odds, thanks to our own tenacity and to our lovely 
clients and customers.

The first lockdown was a real shock to the system, as it 
was for most business. Setting up remote systems to work 
from home and communicating with our clients stretched 
everyone’s technical abilities. Government support helped 
to relieve some of  the financial anxiety in the early days 
and the most recent lockdown enabled us to work together 
as a part time team from the office, behind locked doors. 
Good PPE and Covid Compliance enabled us to continue 
with viewings for proceedable customers (cash & under 
offer) during 2021, so sales have continued to flow along.

In between times we have managed to achieve Gold 
Winner status in the British Property Awards for the 
Bridport area and go forward into the Regional and 
National Awards in July.

Nice for us all to have an independent pat on the back 
for going above and beyond in our customer service and 
professional compliance.

At FSB we are now all double vaccinated, as are many of  
our customers and look forward to the world becoming a 
more relaxed place to be in … how lucky have we all been 
to live and work in such a wonderful part of  the UK. 

Looking forward to a busy 2021/22 … Prices have soared 
by 12%+ since last autumn and we have a wide range of  
proceedable buyers with funds into six figures …

So don’t forget valuations are free of  charge and we are a 
no sale, no fee business!! 

Have a great Summer and see you soon.

Teresa, Judy & Beki

Archie, 10, and Rosie, 7, are raising funds in memory of 
their much-loved Grandad, Steve Pratt, who died on 
10th February 2021 after two years battling lung cancer.

Their challenge is to climb the coast path to the 148 metre summit of 
Stonebarrow Hill on the Jurassic Coast 65 times, once for each year of 
Grandad Steve’s life. They have only 23 weeks to achieve this, before the 
deadline of 28 September 2021, which would have been his 66th birthday. 

The two charities that they have chosen to support are Weldmar Hospicecare, 
who are a Dorset based charity which supported the whole family when we 
needed them most, and Charmouth Football Club, of which Grandad Steve 
was Chairman, running it with his son Kevin for the last 5 years and supporting 
it for at least 30 years.

Steve moved his family to Charmouth from Hertfordshire in February 1987, 
looking for a better place to raise his young family.  His wife Maggie had never 
seen the house or village, placing her trust in Steve’s judgement.  They never 
looked back.

Steve became a well-known character in the village; a member of the darts 
team, proud supporter of Charmouth FC and latterly an active part of the 
Community Hall Committee. Professionally, he was a master builder, but 
retrained as a clock and watch repairer after an accident at work left him 
unable to walk on rough ground.  Steve excelled at his new craft, winning 
awards for his studies, then successfully set up his business from home. 

Family and friends were incredibly important to Steve; he liked nothing more 
than spending time with those he loved, being surrounded by love, laughter 
and happiness, ideally with a pint in hand and a football match happening 
nearby. A supportive husband, father and grandfather, he had a knack of 
looking at any situation and coming up with a solution that made perfect 
sense; a constant source of advice which is missed dreadfully. Steve helped 
to raise money for several charities, including Weldmar Hospicecare and 
Prostate Cancer UK, through pub quizzes, darts competitions and even taking 
part in a cheeky calendar for 2015!  Archie and Rosie are proud to be following 
in his charitable footsteps.

Their challenge began on a mild sunny Sunday afternoon on 18 April 2021, 
and took 35 minutes from the bottom of the hill to the bench at the top. We 
played, made a number one from dandelions, took some pictures for the 
facebook page and had a snack before returning home. Our whole walk took 
1hour and 40minutes, a little longer than expected, but we all enjoyed it and 
Archie and Rosie felt confident that they could achieve their goal.  

We talked about their fundraising target, and decided that £650, £10 for each 
walk, would be a realistic target over the duration of the challenge.  The kids 
were astonished when this was achieved through justgiving.com less than 
48 hours after their first walk! Donations continued to flood in and we soon 
doubled the target to £1300, and achieved it in early May thanks to so many 
generous donors.  As I write, their most recent walk, number 28, took place on 
Father’s Day and donations stand at £1,765.  Archie and Rosie hope to raise 
£2,000 in total as they would love to give £1,000 to each charity.

Each week the children must climb the hill three times in order to reach 65 
before the deadline, however between school, extra curricular activities and 
the unreliable weather this has proved trickier than anticipated, but Archie 
and Rosie are determined to succeed.  The walks have become more than 
a trudge up a steep hill for them - they have been joined by friends, family 
and their teachers, practiced gymnastics, flown kites, seen gliders, had picnic 
lunches, experienced all weather conditions, made it rain rabbit poo(!), spotted 
insects, birds and reptiles, got to know the cow herds on the hill and watched 
beautiful calves arrive. Most of all they’ve had lots of fun, and we’ve all enjoyed 
spending time together as a family, remembering good times.

Grandad Steve was known for his laughter, welcoming nature and big smile.  
People who knew him stop us and tell Archie and Rosie how proud he would 
be of them and what they are doing.  They are absolutely right. 

Follow our journey on facebook: www.facebook.com/Stonebarrow65/

Donations gratefully received at:  
www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/stonebarrow65

Vicky Whatmore
(Steve’s daughter and very proud Mum to Archie and Rosie)
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THE WELCOME (well mostly) INVASION

By Peter Crowter

When the rooks return to their nest sites, and Easter is not far away,

That time of the year is approaching, when visitors are on their way.

Traders and caravan owners, anticipate good times are near,

The quiet days of winter are over, the pubs increase orders of beer.

It really all kicks off at Easter, the first major break of the year,

Folk load up their car with their children, and all of their holiday gear.

Dad checks all have been to the bathroom, and heads down the A35,

And there’s a good deal of excitement, in Charmouth at last they arrive.

Much later than they had all hoped for, the traffic was really quite bad  

‘Can we go to the beach?’ say the children.  ‘Not now it’s too late,’ says their dad.

‘We need milk and bread’, says their mother‘, to Nisa they go, not the beach,

‘Can we have some sweets?’ say the children. ’You may but just one packet each.’   

 

The beach is quite busy next morning, although it is really quite cold,

Some visit the Heritage Centre, or dip in a toe if they’re bold.

Others go looking for fossils, the sensible ones check the tides,

They keep well away from the cliff face, and also those sticky mud slides.

When May comes along it’s quite busy, bank holidays well there are two,

And the Monday market gets started, and that is quite popular too.

Some people just can’t resist markets, no matter how often they’ve been,

You’d think that it was their first visit, not stuff they have many times seen

 

The real busy month though is August, when all of the kids are off school,

You can’t see the beach for the bodies, the sea is a giant swimming pool.

Businesses are all a-buzzing, and they’ve never had it so good,

Not quite so good for the locals, as waiting in queues they are stood.

The busiest month is now over, the kids have to go back to school,

The bus-pass brigade now take over, and now all the pensioners rule.

But autumn is swiftly advancing, and things will be soon back on track. 

A sigh of relief from the locals, our village we soon will have back. 

No, the apostrophe is not in the wrong place. Long ago and far away, 
when gallant and selfless men and women were putting Hitler in 
his place and the English West Midlands was still the workshop 

of the world, the allotment I remember as a boy was worked by three 
uncles, two times Bill and a Harry. They all lived in the same street and 
were all my father’s brothers-in-law. He believed passionately that it was 
a non-negotiable duty for family members to help each other in times of 
need but he was no gardener and his only contribution to the allotment 
was to eat the produce.
The allotment stood in our street which was about half a mile long with all the 
housing crammed into the hundred yards or so at the town end culminating 
at the canal bridge. The rest of the road was “up the lane” past two old 
brickworks marl holes. The final building on our side of the road was a pub, a 
substantial double fronted nineteenth century boozer, the last survivor of the 
eight which had once lubricated the neighbourhood.

The allotment was next to the pub and backed onto 
one of the last dying brickworks in the town. I have 
no idea whether the plot belonged to the pub or the 
brickworks or somebody else. I would guess the 
pub which in Victoria’s day had land enough to hold 
pigeon shooting competitions. On the street side it 
lay behind a high and grimy brick wall into which was 
set a large double wooden gate which hadn’t been 
opened since the Napoleonic Wars. Access through the big gate was by a 
narrow, padlocked wicket. 

I have never ceased to wonder that the soil along our road was rich, dark and 
fertile considering we stood on the fabled Etruria Marl, good only for making 
bricks. The allotment was further enriched, at least in his mind, by the fact that 
one uncle Bill was a part-time chimney sweep and dug the soot he extracted 
liberally into the soil. Considering the nature of house coal in those days the 
soot was probably acid enough to dissolve the bottom out of a galvanised 
bucket. The soil was also fertilised with quantities of dried ox blood because 
both uncles Bill worked at a cattle products factory and swiftly collected 
manure left in the road by the horses that still worked the canal.

As well as “Dig for Victory” another wartime slogan was “Make Do and Mend” 
which the uncles practised with equal vigour. So, the centre piece of the 
allotment was the greenhouse which could have been designed by William 
Heath Robinson and was built from anything which was or might once have 
resembled a glazed window frame. Its eccentricity was embellished by the fact that 
the glass panes had never ever been cleaned and the woodwork never painted 
since the glass was inserted probably in late medieval times. Nonetheless I was 
permitted inside after rigorous training and allowed to “sideshoot” the tomatoes 
which grew to jungle size and smelled heavily as tomatoes used to do but rarely 
do nowadays. Cucumbers grew in a separate frame. 

Alongside the greenhouse stood a huge rusty metal water butt which collected 
rain from the roof to add to its content which resembled thick pea soup 
tinted with the artist’s colour called Sap Green. There was also a galvanised 
watering can of the type only seen nowadays in hand-drawn cottage gardens 
on birthday cards intended for elderly aunts. But the allotment had no other 
supply, so this water was considered too precious a resource to be sprinkled 
on ground where nothing was actually growing. Rows of baby cabbages or 
burgeoning beetroot had their ration individually ladled with an old handle-
less cup dipped into a bucket carried in a bent crab-like shuffle along the row 
after the style of poor Jean de Florette. This was another of my trusted tasks 
along with earthing up the potatoes. Picking the peas was considered a bonus 
because no-one missed the few that never reached the basket. I always 
thought that the runner beans looked as good as a flower arrangement, 
climbing up their poles which themselves had been carefully harvested from 
the hawthorn bushes further up the lane. Nobody in our community would 
have dreamt of buying canes.

The allotment was the provider in season of Sunday teatime which in 
summers after the war was invariably a boiled ham salad with bread and 
butter and tea, the central requirement of the ham salad being tomato and 
lettuce. So, lettuces were grown in abundance on the allotment. They were a 
large floppy leafed variety, so rich in greenfly that it took half an hour before 
teatime to delouse them. Nowadays I suppose the allotment meant all our 
home-grown produce was raised organically. Happy days once the bombs had 
stopped falling.  
Alan Dodson

Uncles’ Allotment or Organic as it used to be
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As a result of  being invited to bi-weekly Zoom meetings and 
undertaking interesting challenges during lock-down, not a 
single member of  the Beaver Colony, Cub Pack, Scout Troop 
or Explorer Section failed to return when we were able to meet 
again face-to-face in April.

During lock-down, the Scout Group ran a very successful adult 
recruitment campaign. This involved delivery newsletters to all 
the houses in Charmouth and placing an article in LymeOnline. 
As a result, we have welcomed two new adult helpers in to both 
the Beaver Colony and the Cub Pack. In addition, a husband and 
wife team volunteered to help with the Explorer Scouts and the 
Scout Troop, respectively. This means we can now offer an even 
wider range of  activities to our members during their weekly 
meetings.

However, we are still 
inviting interested adults 
of  all ages to try our ‘Four 
Week Challenge’. Come 
along for four weeks to 
a section of  your choice, 
see how you like it and 
then decide if  you want 
to stay on. No pressure 
and no need to go into 
uniform from week five! 
We plan to offer our adult 

team members opportunities to socialise on a termly basis – a 
chance to get to know and catch up with the leaders and adults 
from each of  the sections; plus, share ideas of  activities and eat 
cake!

Karen Southcott & Mel Harvey 
Joint Group Scout Leaders

If  you would like to find out more about the ‘Four Week 
Challenge, please contact Mel Harvey on 07890 540979 or 
melanie@atthecoast.co.uk or Karen Southcott on 07799 500720 
or karen.southcott@btinternet.com

Our Charmouth Beaver 
Colony has thrived 
this year in spite of  
lockdown. I have been 
so encouraged by the 
enthusiasm and high 
attendance every week 
in our meetings. Our 
partnership with local 
people such as Ray 
the fire fighter; Sara of  
Bay paddle boarding, 
Heather the beach fossil 

hunter, Dave at Charmouth allotments, Lynden and Sarah at 
Monkton Wyld Court, and our two new volunteer leaders Liz and 
Harry - or Owl and Bear as they are now known - is testament 
to the community heart of  the village. We couldn’t be happier to 
see the children positively interacting and socialising together 
around a campfire after a tough year of  on/off  isolation. The 
hard work of  all the volunteers behind the scenes to ensure 
a safe session is carried out under the current guidelines has 
been hugely appreciated. Particularly our Beaver Assistant 
Section Leader Elena (Wolf) stepping up to manage the extra 
covid-19 requirements and paperwork.

I look forward to building more relationships and connections 
locally and to continue to form a robust Beaver programme 
for the coming years. If  only I could remember how to tie a 
slipknot...

Melissa Johnson-Hills (Honeybee) 
Beaver Section Leader

The Cubs and Scouts, 
restarted with a visit to the 
TreeTops at The Tunnel. 
Here they had a great time 
negotiating the obstacles 
on the high ropes course 
and zooming down the 
zip lines. Since then, the 

Cubs have been trying their hands at backwoods cooking and 
learning some survival skills, such as shelter building and water 
purification, at Monkton Wyld Court. In addition, they have 
enjoyed some indoor archery and ‘new age’ kurling in the Scout 
Hut. Recently, we continued our outdoor activities by taking part 
in a bug hunt and moth trapping up at the Hogchester flower 
meadows. We are so lucky to be able to use of  so many local 
community facilities.

Morris Evans & Kevin Payne  
Cub Section leaders

The Scouts have been 
equally active building 
‘Flintstone style’ cable-
drum chariots, indulging in 
some box kart racing and 
tackling their Mechanics 
badge at the Scout Hut.

Over the past six months 
the Cubs and Scouts have also been refining their DIY skills at 
home by building some dormouse boxes for the Dorset Wildlife 
Trust (DWT). The Scout Group ordered enough cedar to make 
over 30 boxes and this was kindly sawn up into kits by one of  
the parents in the workshop at Monkton Wyld Court. Once these 
have all been assembled, we will organise a hand-over to DWT.  
Over the same period, the Explorer Scouts have been making 
Barn Owl boxes for the DWT, with plywood kindly supplied by 
Bridec Melamine Board.

Alex Willet 
Scout Section leader

Looking back over the 
last year, the Explorer 
Scouts, like so many 
young people proved 
extremely resilient and 
adaptable. Zoom became 
the place to meet last 
summer, but fortunately 
we were able to get back 

to some face to face (outdoor) meetings in the Autumn term.  
We literally threw ourselves in as one of  the first sessions back 
was paddle boarding.  Other activities included photography, 
map reading, swimming and camp fire cooking.

Clare Mackenney 
Explorer Section Leader

Currently, all sections are full, but if  you want to put your child on 
the waiting list, please contact Mel Harvey on 07890 540979 or 
melanie@atthecoast.co.uk or Karen Southcott on 07799 500720 
or karen.southcott@btinternet.com

Charmouth Scout Group News
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Charmouth Heritage Coast Centre

Phil Davidson, Geological Warden at Charmouth 
Heritage Coast Centre says: The best place to look 
for fossils is in the loose material on the beach and 
NOT in the cliffs. The cliffs are very unstable and you 
should make sure you keep your distance from them. 
Rockfalls and sticky mudslides should be avoided 
as they can cut off the beach on an incoming tide. 
Always check the tides times before going out fossil 
hunting.

Since the start of the COVID pandemic, the Charmouth 
Heritage Coast Centre has been very quiet and it 
has been sad not to be able to welcome visitors to 

the area and, in particular, to this fascinating coastline. 
With many retired volunteers, quite a few have decided 
not to come back to volunteer and we thank all of them for 
everything they have done to keep the Centre going during 
extremely busy periods in previous years.

The time has now come to ask for new volunteers to give 
information and advice by working on the desk, welcoming 
visitors at the door, helping with fossil walks and other 
opportunities. Full support is provided by the Wardens. While it 
is good if  you already have an interest in geology, geography 
or marine biology, you do not need to have prior knowledge. 
Training will be provided and all you need initially is good people 
skills and a desire to learn.  

If  you are interested to know more, please contact Ali (Deputy 
Senior Warden)  ali@charmouth.org or phone 01297 560772

Well, what another strange start to 
the year! The Centre remained 
closed from the end of December 

until 17th May. During this time, the 
wardens changed their school sessions 
to zoom classes and hired out fossil 
loan boxes, which both have been very 
popular. Schools eventually returned 

to us at the end of May, and we have been busy with 
bookings since! We have worked on some new displays 
to smarten up the front entrance and added a few new 
information boards inside including the new Mary 
Anning coin collection kindly donated by a Charmouth 
resident. We launched our online shop at the end of 2020 
and that has seen a steady flow of sales. The website was 
also given a makeover, and we hope to add more content 
over the 2021-22 winter.  

The Centre and fossil walks are run by just three wardens this 
year, Phil Davidson, Ali Ferris, and Anna Holbrook, along with our 
trusty volunteers! We are only running small public walks and 
private family walks with the reduced staff. Our walks resumed 
on 29th March and the opening of  the Centre followed on 17th 
May. All events are bookable via our website calendar: https://
charmouth.org/chcc/events-calendar/ 

We had our first beach clean of  2021 the Litter Free Coast 
& Sea ‘Great Dorset Beach Clean’ in May and we saw 20 
participants fill 20 bin bags of  rubbish and a huge pile of  metal 
too. More beach cleans and nurdle hunts will follow throughout 
the year so keep an eye out on the village notice board for the 
next event. 

Our Dorset Wild Seas Exhibit by Antonia Phillips started on 
1st June and stayed on display until the 20th July. The artwork 
provides a unique perspective of  the seas just off  our coastline 
and was commissioned for a new guide produced by Dorset 
Wildlife Trust. The accompanying guidebook, “Dorset’s Wild 
Seas”, aims to introduce people to the amazing variety of  
marine wildlife and habitats in the county and the network of  
protected areas recently set up to safeguard it for the future. 
The exhibition created another feature to our one-way system 
throughout the centre which will remain in place this season. 

Ali Ferris. Manager for Centre Administration, Marine and 
Environmental Interpretation. 
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As a child, I vividly recall being terrified by my mother’s 
description of a child who had to spend about a year in an 
‘iron lung’.  I had never come across anything so frightening 

as the metal tube in which the child was encased; it was the only 
way he could breathe.  That encouraged me to have the polio 
immunisation which, in those days, was painfully administered via 
a (seemingly) large needle - no oral vaccine in those days! However, 
there were children at school with metal callipers on their legs, with 
limps, wasted muscles and other problems due to polio. These were 
disabilities that would never improve over time.  Polio, a completely 
preventable contagious disease, has now has been eradicated from 
the UK and from much of the world, thanks to immunisation. 
Immunisation (an umbrella term which includes vaccination) has been 
in the news a great deal during 2020 and 2021, mainly because of the 
speedy development of new vaccines to prevent a disease hitherto 
unknown.  Coronaviruses were known about, but not the species which 
spread across the world late in 2019.  Its presence in other countries 
sprang into prominence in the press as people became ill, many were 
hospitalised, some were ventilated and many died. Analysis of flight routes 
from one country to another showed the rapid spread of disease across 
continents so governments throughout the world had to work out what 
to do.  It was the first pandemic for many decades and the WHO (World 
Health Organisation) declared a Public Health Emergency of International 
Concern.  And so it was, and continues to be.
The history of vaccination is fascinating and the discovery of its uses are 
usually attributed to Edward Jenner, born in 1749.  While apprenticed to 
an apothecary (forerunner of the ‘pharmacist’), he knew about cowpox, a 
disease which dairymaids contracted from cows during milking by hand.  
The important observation is that dairymaids did not seem to get smallpox, 
a virulent disease which killed many millions of people worldwide. 
Jenner became a country doctor, partly by apprenticeship and partly by 
the purchase of a medical degree after he had started following his career.  
He provided inoculation for smallpox but learned from the local farming 
community that, because many people had already acquired cowpox, 
they did not react to the inoculum in the usual way. Jenner became very 
enthusiastic about the idea of inoculation to prevent infectious diseases 
but his path to success did not run smoothly. However, in 1796 he 
performed the first transfer of infected material (‘matter’) from the hand of a 
dairymaid to a small cut in the skin of a young boy.  When later challenged 
with smallpox, the boy was unaffected - of course this would be grossly 
unethical nowadays!  Further tests were carried out on other children and 
Jenner managed many human-to-human transfers of infected material.  
Eventually, Jenner’s claims were supported and by 1799, many people 
were vaccinated and protected from the dreaded smallpox which had a 
high fatality rate.
Inoculation, which involved using infected material (such as pus, scabs) 
from a diseased person was used during the 18th and early 19th centuries 
and, popular with the gentry, saved many lives. However, in 1840, it 
was discontinued and the much safer vaccination took over.  The term 
‘vaccination’ was used as it referred to the Latin ‘vacca’ – relating to cows.
While Jenner’s work on vaccination was well-known to the medical 
profession and general public, less well-known was a man from the 
Dorset countryside.  I came across his headstone in the small village of 
Worth Matravers, near Swanage in the Isle of Purbeck. I was looking at 
headstones for their historical and wildlife interest, but the inscription on a 
headstone caught my attention: 
“Benjamin Jesty … aged 79 years … noted for having been the first Person 
(known) that introduced the Cow Pox by inoculation and who from his great 
strength of mind made the Experiment from the Cow on his wife and two Sons 
in the year 1774”.  
This is a slightly abbreviated version of what is there and, since restoration 
in 2008, the inscription is now much easier to read.  It can be seen that Jesty 
was using the technique of inoculation some years before Edward Jenner.  
Jesty would therefore seem to be “the first vaccinator” and is sometimes 
regarded as “the man that history forgot”.  
Others also used similar techniques in the 18th century: Nicholas Bragge, 
a surgeon from Axminster, in about 1802, mentioned a farmer’s wife, Mrs 
Rendall from Lyme Regis, who was said to have vaccinated herself and 
several children around 1780.  Cowpox was also used for vaccination in 

Bavaria by Plett & Jensen in 1791.  Clearly Jenner was not the first.  Between 
them, Jesty and Jenner have left us an extraordinary legacy which has been 
developed to prevent so many people from acquiring infectious diseases and 
possibly dying.
Nowadays, there are those who regard immunisation as unnecessary or even 
as a ‘hoax’.  Similarly, in their historical periods, both Jenner and Jesty were 
ridiculed for their use of infected material from people who had cowpox to 
bring about immunity to the related, and more serious, disease: smallpox.  It 
became apparent that there was something important about their observations 
and experiments and thus the science of immunisation started to become 
better researched and developed, thanks in no small part to international 
collaboration.
It is estimated that Smallpox killed about 300 million people worldwide and 
survivors were often left with many unsightly scars.  However, thanks to 
vaccination it was eradicated in 1977 – or so it was thought …  The last 
known person to die of smallpox in the UK was a medical photographer 
at Birmingham Medical School.  She acquired smallpox in some unknown 
way setting in motion a complex system of contact-tracing and isolating.  
Unfortunately, she died from the disease in 1978 but others did not become 
infected. 
Nowadays we do not put infected material into cuts on people’s skin as 
Jesty did, nor vaccinate by the methods used by Jenner.  The material now 
used for immunisations is safe: made from killed or weakened pathogens 
(disease-causing organisms), or parts of those pathogens (e.g., spike protein 
from Coronavirus), or from modified toxins (toxoids) produced by some 
organisms such as Tetanus.  Such vaccines are generally extremely safe. 
Detailed records are kept so that the few adverse reactions that occur can be 
investigated and to ensure that as many people as possible are immunised to 
prevent serious diseases from spreading.  
We may have become rather complacent about diseases such as Measles, 
Polio, Mumps, Whooping Cough (Pertussis), Diphtheria and Tetanus because 
we rarely see them – this is almost entirely due to well-organised and 
documented immunisation programmes.  However, misleading information can 
reduce vaccine acceptance as shown by two recent reports in New Scientist.  
Using the example of measles: in 1968 there were about 500,000 cases in 
the UK.  Following immunisation by the NHS, in England in 2018, there were 
only 807 cases. However, in 2019, large numbers of children had not been 
immunised and the numbers were back up to more than 500,000 cases, 
similar to 1968. These children are vulnerable.
Some of the preventable diseases are potentially dangerous but are rarely 
considered now, thanks to immunological science and the programmes 
routinely carried out on millions of people by the NHS and health services in 
other countries. It is important to bear in mind that if the numbers of bacterial 
diseases (e.g. diphtheria, whooping cough) are reduced, there is less need for 
antibiotic treatment and thus antibiotic-resistance (a serious and worsening 
world-wide problem) can be reduced also.
Rosalind Cole
References:  
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“Home-grown” Vaccinations in Dorset
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Spirorbis borealis

As you walk along the beach, you’ll often see that 
pieces of seaweed have been left there by the sea, 
particularly after stormy weather.  Easy to see on 

some weeds, and sometimes on rocks or shells, you can 
find tiny chalky spirals with an opening at one end. They 
are only about 2 mm across, and are homes to tiny marine 
worms called Spirorbis borealis which have a preference 
for encrusting the brown seaweeds known as bladder 
wrack (the one you can ‘pop’) and serrated wrack. Their 
spiral tubes coil clockwise.

The worms themselves would be difficult to see and, in their 
tubes found on the beach, would have a stopper (operculum) 
pulled over the opening. They are similar to their larger cousins, 
the keelworms, (Pomatoceros triqueter), which can be found 
mainly on shells and rocks rather than on seaweed.  The 
calcareous tubes are secreted by these sedentary worms as 
they grow and, when covered by sea water, they poke their 
tentacles out of  the tube to collect plankton as food.  Floating 
freely in the seawater, plankton comprises microscopic animals 
(along with eggs and larval forms) and plants.

The worms are members of  the Serpulid family of  segmented 
marine worms belonging to the Polychaete class, of  which 
there are large numbers.  Some are free-living while others are 
sedentary.  In marine environments they are very successful 
because they have a variety of  adaptations which help them to 
survive at different states of  the tide and changes in weather 
conditions. They would have to be able to cope with extreme 
cold as well as hot, sunny, windy weather – just the right 
conditions for drying out at low tide. One of  the adaptations is 
the secretion of  a chalky tube in which to live; this protects the 
worms against predators and the addition of  an operculum or 
‘stopper’ reduces drying out when uncovered by the tide.  Next 
time you are on the beach, see if  you can find some worms in 
their chalky tubes.

Rosalind Cole

Shoreline Creatures
Charmouth Village People.

Kath Harper and I had a meeting on June 23rd to 
discuss the revamp and relaunch of the group.

Firstly, we intend to organise an outdoor tea party very 
soon, for everyone to come together and also to chat 
about revamping the group and a relaunch date. We 
would love to welcome new people at the tea party, not 
just from Charmouth but the surrounding area as well, 
and to add their ideas to the group revamp.

We still intend for the sessions to be twice monthly. The 
first session each month would be a more social affair 
for coffee, cake and a chat. The second monthly session 
could involve: Crafts/ Art/ New Hobby suggestions/ 
Group charity work/ IT help... the list goes on. All ideas 
gratefully accepted and nothing is set in stone.

We intend to set up a Yearly Calendar of  key events, 
so we all have something to look forward to, and to try 
to alleviate clashes with other local groups’ activities.
The cinema and theatre trips will be reinstated when 
appropriate.

We also need to look at organising a meeting room. 
Please let us know if  you have any suggestions for 
a specific meeting room in the village that is more 
appropriate, bearing in mind ease of  access.

The meet ups will still be casual for people to opt in or 
out of, and there is no joining fee, just a small donation 
on the day when people attend, towards room rental, tea 
and coffee, etc.

Please contact Kath or me with your thoughts and ideas 
about moving forward.

Judith Howells - Co-Chair 07906 840950
jude57@btinternet.com 

Kath Harper - Co-Chair  07803 131757
kaffdor@hotmail.com

IMAGINE …

Imagine doing a jigsaw without a picture, without knowing 
how many pieces there are, without knowing what size 
the pieces are, or even whether an assumed lost piece is 

found down the back of the sofa at the last moment.  
 
That was the scale of  the task faced by the new Shoreline 
editor. But we hope you will be reading this as close to the 
planned publication date as we could manage.

We greatly appreciate the support you, the contributors and 
advertisers, have given us to get this issue out. Without you 
there would have been no issue of  Shoreline to read. 

However, this is not the end of  the process for you but time 
to start thinking about possible contributions and advertising 
for the next issue for publication 1st December. 

And, once you have made decisions and have something to 
send us, please send them as soon as you can because this 
really, really helps us. Please don’t wait for the deadline.

Finally, please look at the Shoreline ‘Help Wanted’ ads 
scattered through the magazine and let us know if  you, or 
someone you know, may be able to help us produce future 
issues.

Liz and Roger 
Your Shoreline Editorial Team



32   SHORELINE SUMMER 2021 / ISSUE 43

As we know, the poor were 
treated very badly in the past, 
but Charmouth also has an 

unusual long history of charitable 
activities on behalf of its poor. 

From the 17th century, those poor in 
England who were too old or too infirm 
to work, had nowhere to turn for help 
except the so-called ‘Overseers of  the 
Poor’, who administered the Poor Rate, 
a tax on prominent people in the village, 
which was kept as low as possible. 

Every person needed a legal right of  
settlement at their home town or village. 
Usually this was on account of  it being 
their place of  birth, but sometimes 
people were subject to examination 
by the overseers, who could grant a 
settlement certificate. These were only 
given to someone who could enhance 
the village, for instance those who had 
a trade, and who were unlikely to be an 
extra strain on the Poor Rate. Otherwise 
a person or a whole family would be 
forcibly removed. Vagrants passing 
through would be whipped beyond the 
village borders, to be someone else’s 
problem. The poor relief  was very difficult 
to get, and very minimal, with constant 
scrutiny from the overseers. 

In the Pavey Room at the Elms is a 
strongbox, labelled Charmouth United 
Charities. Inside this box are a number 
of  books and ledgers of  several charities 
established over a long period of  
time, including two dating back to the 
1600s. Their names were Dr Tutcher’s 
charity - also known as the Shoe and 
Stocking charity, (established in 1661), 
Marker’s charity, Bullen’s Bread charity, 
Dr Poulson’s coal charity, Salters 
(established 1647) and Tuckers. The 
charities were run by trustees who have 
left minute books and account books. 
The poor who received charitable ‘relief’ 
were usually old, infirm, and frequently 
widows.

Mostly these charities were formed 
by the purchase of  lands and used 
the profits from those lands for the 
poor of  Charmouth. For example, Dr 
Anthony Tutcher gave an acre of  land 
and dedicated its profits to shoes and 
stockings for the poor; this was later 
converted to supporting an almshouse. 
The land, situated near Lower Sea Lane, 
became known at Shoe and Stocking 
land. The first almshouse was situated 

near a present-day building, the Court, 
and a later almshouse was built in 
1868 on Lower Sea Lane: the Hall View 
cottages.

In his will in 1647 Robert Salter of  
Whitchurch Canonicorum bequeathed 
£300 for lands, in parishes of  Whitchurch 
Canonicorum, Charmouth and Bridport, 
with one third of  the yearly profits going 
to the poor of  Charmouth.

The 1852 will of  J Bullen leaves £100 for 
the poor, directing that the rector and 
churchwardens should purchase loaves 
of  bread to be distributed to the poor of  
the parish each 20th December. In 1897, 
73 recipients received one or two loaves 
of  bread; that increased to one to three 
loaves in 1898, and then in 1903 to four 
to five loaves. Of  course one, two or even 
five loaves don’t go a very long way – and 
the fifth must have been like a rock by the 
time it was eaten.

In 1897, Dr Tutcher’s charity had 66 
recipients, who each received two 
shillings or two shillings sixpence [2s 
6d]. The same year Salter’s charity had 
56 recipients receiving 2s 6d, or 3s 6d. 
Those people named as recipients in 
the account books are often the same 
people receiving relief  from each of  
Bullen’s, Tutcher’s and Salter’s charities – 
they were not exclusive.

Another book in the strongbox is Marker’s 
charity yearbook, accounting for 1900-
1922. It shows how he gave £10 per 
year for clothes, linen and bedding for 
the aged and infirm poor. The Marker in 
question was Reverend Richard Marker, 
who lived at Fernhill. 23 people originally 
received six shillings each in money and 
a ticket for goods for four shillings; the 
remaining names just got the clothes, 
linen and bedding.

Marker’s charity set out four classes of  
person, though without defining what 
those classes were. The different classes 
received either 10, seven, six, or four 
shillings. 

For example, on the distribution date of  
27 Dec 1901:

There were 14 persons of Class A, receiving 
10 shilling tickets for goods and coal   

25 persons of Class B, receiving seven 
shillings, goods and coal   

14 persons of Class C, receiving six shillings, 
goods and coal  

And six persons of Class D four shillings, 
goods and coal  

By 1911 Marker’s system had had 
changed a little: 22 persons, mainly 
widows, were given tickets for six 
shillings; 44 others, mainly not widows, 
were given four shillings by a relief  on 
tradesmen. The system of  ‘tickets’, or 
vouchers, was used by most of  the 
charities: very likely the trustees were 
keen that they controlled what the poor 
could use the money for – no booze or 
gambling!

Mr Tucker gave £150 to the Rector 
and Churchwardens, firstly for the 
maintenance of  a tomb he had erected in 
the churchyard for his wife Clare Lockyer 
Tucker, and then whatever wUas left was 
to be given to such poor people resident 
in the parish at Christmas in each year. 
In 1907 this was £12.15s.0d, in 34 tickets 
of  7s 6d each. His charity also issued 
tickets direct to tradesmen to provide 
goods for the poor, for example to the 
grocer FW Marsh for 10 shillings worth of  
goods, to draper and outfitter SB Copp, 
and to WJ Dampier for 4 shillings goods 
in 1920, another item was 20 shillings for 
boots for a widow. Unfortunately in 1910 
this charity was overdrawn at the bank 
and could not issue any poor relief  that 
year, and later joined with two others to 
prevent a future such occurrence.

Later in 1922 the Charity Commissioners 
set out more onerous administrative 
requirements for charities and it was 
decided that the various charities of  
Charmouth – Tutcher’s, Poulson’s, 
Marker’s, Salter’s and Bullen’s Bread – 
could amalgamate together to lessen 
their administrative burden, and so 
Charmouth United Charities was born. 
The charities remained separate, but 
were administered as a joint operation.

We have a large account book for this 
entity, with copious notes made. They 
had an emergency committee, which 
paid sums such as 5 shillings to widows 
– sometimes this amount was increased 
during the winter. Widows also received 
coal vouchers, though these could 
be changed for clothes or bedding. 
Occasionally the committee dealt 
with other matters, such as defective 
chimneys. They also still provided for the 
almshouses, paying for fire insurance, 
grates, and lavatories, though this last 
seemed to cause much discussion: Miss 

Isn’t Charmouth Charitable?
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Tales of a Poll Clerk

On-duty at the recent ‘Covid’ election.

Alice Dorothy Whittington expended a great deal of  time on 
whether lavatories should be provided and of  what sort . By 
this time, if  the person received official poor relief, the charity 
committee cancelled their own involvement. 

Charmouth United Charities also paid for Nursing Association 
fees, and for a few patients’ admissions to Lyme Regis cottage 
hospital. Between 1941 and 1945 they also had to contribute £3 
7s 6d annually as “War Damage Contribution” to the Collector 
of  Taxes.

In 1994, the charities agreed to unite fully, combining their 
properties and took the name of  The Almshouse Charity, which 
by then was the biggest of  them. The Almshouse Charity 
still works today, providing, for example, small grants to help 
students study.

Clare Thomson

Previously published in The Village Echo by CLHS and reproduced 
with permission.

CHARMOUTH ALMSHOUSE 
CHARITY... YOU MAY KNOW 
OF SOMEONE WHO NEEDS 

ASSISTANCE…
PERHAPS THE ALMSHOUSE CHARITY CAN HELP…

ITS AIMS:

1. To assist with students’ books, equipment and travelling 
expenses where they are a necessary part of the course.

2. To help those who are in financial difficulties due to theft, loss 
of job, accident, desertion or a death.

3. To pay towards travelling expenses to hospital, funeral 
expenses.

4. Annually to issue grocery vouchers or similar to those deemed 
in need.

5. School uniform grants for students leaving primary and going 
on to senior school. Also for students starting in Reception.

To be eligible for help, beneficiaries must live within the 
Charmouth Parish boundary.

Charmouth Almshouse Charity

The Charity was founded in 1642 by Robert Salter who left £300 
for the purchase of land for the poor. Over the years there have 
been several other endowments for the village all operated and 
accounted for separately until 1921 when on amalgamation they 
became Charmouth United Charities. In 1994, on the advice of 
The Commissioners for Charities, the name was changed to 
The Almshouse Charity (the largest of all the endowments), thus 
simplifying accounting and records.

The Charity is overseen by a group of nine Trustees headed by the 
Chairman, Mr Richard Wyatt and Secretary, Mrs Anthea Gillings. Two 
of the Trustees are members of the Charmouth Parish Council. 

For further information please contact the 
Secretary: 01297 560465

The clock ticks past 10.00pm and the doors 
to the Polling Station have been closed. Just 
half an hour of tidying up and reconciling the 

polling paperwork, then home. The Presiding Officer 
still has to deliver the Ballot box and the various 
documentation to the prescribed drop-off point, but 
then finally Polling Day for the Polling Station staff 
would be over.

On one occasion, I 
well remember the 
friendly question 
from one early 
voter: “When do you 
come off  duty?”. 
This was around 
9.00am, about 3 
and a half  hours 
after setting up the 

Polling Station, so I replied “10.30”. “Not long to go then”, 
she replied. I didn’t get a chance to explain that I meant 
10.30pm not 10.30am!

After waiving my rights to the Working Time Directive and 
the Statutory Minimum Wage, not having a rest break and 
not being able to leave the Polling Station for the duration, 
perhaps a more appropriate question would have been: 
“Why do you do it?”. My response, should anyone have 
asked, would have been that I enjoy doing it. I see it as my 
personal contribution to democracy without actually having 
to get involved with, well, politics!

During my regular duties as a Poll Clerk, two stories stand 
out in my mind. The first was when a mother and father 
brought their young daughter in to the Polling Station to 
start teaching her about the process of  democracy. After 
explaining the procedure, they applied their ‘X’s to their 
ballot papers. Then, under full scrutiny, the newcomer to 
democracy was permitted to ‘post’ the ballots into the ballot 
box.

I should at this point mention that part of  the equipment 
provided to the polling staff  is a short plastic device 
known as a ‘ballot compactor’, used to compress the ballot 
papers when it is getting full. “What’s that for?” our new 
democrat said. I explained and then invited her to try it 
out. To everyone’s surprise she let go before taking it out 
of  the ballot box. The next challenge, of  course, was how 
do we get it out again? It took a while, not to mention a 
little ingenuity, before we succeeded and perhaps better 
not explained in detail.  Fortunately, no voters or election 
officials visited the Polling Station during this unexpected 
activity. 

The other memorable event occurred one rainy evening 
when a voter came in and asked whether we had a 
wheelchair which his elderly wife could use to get into the 
Polling Station since she had difficulty in walking. Although 
we did have one, by the time we got it to the door, the lady 
in question had got out of  the car and, using a walking 
frame, anxious to exercise her vote. When we asked 
whether she needed any further help she said “Could you 
mark the ballot paper for me. I’m blind you see.”

Such dedication and determination makes a 16 hour day 
seem a small price to pay for our democratic way of  life.

Roger Sansom
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Born in London in 1929, Peter spent 
his early childhood in Battersea then 
moved to Raynes Park where they lived 

throughout the Blitz in WW2. 

Peter and Katharine got married in 1952 after he 
had completed his Army service and they had 
both finished teacher training. They were both 
teachers, and moved to Robin Hood’s Bay, North 
Yorkshire. It was here that Peter developed his 
love of the sea. After several years in Yorkshire 
they emigrated to Canada in 1957 where he got 
a teaching post in Sooke, a remote logging town 
on Vancouver Island. The family lived in a house 
in the woods with the rocky shoreline of a large 
sea inlet at the bottom of the garden. Peter had 
a rowing boat from which he fished for skate and 
crabs. He built his first ship model in Canada to 
entertain his two young sons (and himself). It was 
an elegant pond yacht. He sailed it on the sea, 
from the rowing boat. It went faster than he could 
row, and on one occasion disappeared out of sight. 
He thought it was lost, but several weeks later 
he happened upon it while beachcombing on the 
shore of an island across the inlet.

On returning to England in 1960, Peter and 
Katharine, and their three children settled in 
Charmouth. They moved into Carrum House and 
Peter taught at Monkton Wyld School. In between 
teaching, renovating Carrum House and bringing 
up three children, he found time to make some 
ship models, more pond yachts of various sizes, 
which the children sailed on the ‘lake’ at the mouth 
of the River Char.

In 1970 he bought a 16-foot Scandinavian-
designed wooden boat called Freya, which he 
kept on Charmouth beach. Whenever he wasn’t 
teaching he would be out in the boat, coaxing his 
Seagull outboard motor into life and fishing for 
mackerel, skate, seabass, crabs and lobsters using 
nets, long-lines and pots. At that time a number 
of local men kept boats on the beach, and they 
clubbed together to buy a diesel-powered winch to 
haul the boats up the shore and over the ridge of 
shingle.  

In the late 1970s Peter found time to build his first 
really ambitious ship model. This was a 1.5m long 
model of a 19th Century sailing ship, based on the 
‘Penang’, one of the famous ‘P’ Line ships featured 
in Eric Newby’s book ‘The Last Grain Race’. This 
model was a natural progression from his pond 
yachts, in that it was a sailing model, intended to 
sail, as well as look like the original ship. All the 
sails and their yards were adjustable (which took 
ages!) and he sailed it from Freya in Lyme Bay. He 
attached a nylon fishing line to the stern, to prevent 
a recurrence of the Sooke incident, as this time it 
would probably have ended up in France.

After he retired Peter started building static scale 
models of warships from Nelson’s navy. He was 
endlessly patient and carried out meticulous 
research before constructing each ship plank by 
plank to include all the details, topped off by the 
amazingly complicated rigging. 

The first to be built was a brig, an un-named 
generic representation of the type (but based on 
HMS Sophie in the Patrick O’Brien books). He 
built it from several original plans for different brigs 
obtained from the National Maritime Museum. It is 
104cm long and 80 cm high, and perfect in every 
detail.

The second ship he built is an exact scale model 
of HMS Roebuck, a fifth-rate 40-gun ship which 
served in the American and French Revolutionary 
Wars. Roebuck was designed in 1769 by Sir 
Thomas Slade (a famous naval designer who also 
designed HMS Victory, along with many other 
successful warships of the time). Slade designed 
Roebuck to operate in the shallower waters off 
the East Coast of North America. Slade’s design 
was very successful, fast and heavily armed. The 
American ships of the time could not match her 
for firepower and manoeuvrability. The Americans 
were very impressed, and it is believed that the 
famous US Navy ship the USS Constitution, 
launched in 1797 and known as ‘Old Ironsides’, 
was based on the design of HMS Roebuck. Peter’s 
model of Roebuck is 1.6m long; 1.10m high; and 
50cm wide.

The third and final ship he built was the 
magnificent model of the 74-gun ship of the line, 
HMS Dragon. Residents of Charmouth will have 
seen this huge model (1.5m long; 1.22m high; 
and 60cm wide) in the front hall of Carrum House, 
where it was on display for 20 years.

HMS Dragon was also a Thomas Slade design, 
a 74-gun Bellona-class third-rate ship of the line. 
She was built at Deptford and launched and 
commissioned in 1760. She served under the 
command of the Hon. Augustus Hervey, as part of 
the Western Squadron. In October 1761 she sailed 
for the Leeward Islands, and until March 1763 was 
engaged in naval operations in the Caribbean, 
including the Siege of Havana in 1762. She was 
sold out of service in 1784. She was the fourth ship 
to bear the name.

All three of these models: the brig; HMS Roebuck; 
and HMS Dragon; are built exactly to scale, and 
both their hulls and their rigging are historically 
very accurate. The shape of the hull; the colours of 
the ship, its masts and boats and the functionality 
of the rigging all match exactly those of the original 
ships as described and shown in contemporary 
accounts and pictures.

The models were built from the original dockyard 
plans from which the full-size ships were built.  
Copies of these plans were obtained from the 
archives of the National Maritime Museum. 
The models were based on years of research, 
examining numerous contemporary plans and 
reports, and also contemporary ship’s logs. They 
also took years to build. Peter worked on HMS 
Dragon for 15 years.

What makes these models particularly special is 
the rigging. The rigging is absolutely correct in 
every detail. Every element of both the standing 
and running rigging is present and in the correct 
place with the correct fittings and belaying. The 
accuracy of the rigging is based on detailed 
research (books, pictures, drawings and plans and 
contemporary accounts) into how these vessels 
were rigged and sailed, so that Peter understood 
the function of every rope, and how the sails 
worked on every point of sailing.

Every part is hand made to scale. The bottom of 
HMS Dragon is plated with copper sheet, each 
piece cut and fixed according to the original plating 
plan for this ship (which was obtained from the 
archives of the National Maritime Museum). The 
gun barrels are sand-cast in lead from a wooden 
mould, so they are all identical.

The ship’s boats are works of art. Each is made 
exactly to the original plans and specifications, 
from individual boxwood planks and components 
assembled on frames in exactly the same way that 
the real ship’s boats were built, only using glue 
instead of the wood, iron and copper fastenings 
used on the full-size ship’s boats.

continued on next page>

Peter Bide’s Model Ships
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>continued from previous page

You may ask what has become of Peter’s ship models? When Peter died 
in 2020 and Carrum House was sold, Peter’s ship models had to find new 
homes. The brig and the Penang are in London, in the house of Peter’s 
eldest son, Peter. The models of HMS Roebuck and HMS Dragon have both 
been adopted by the Royal Navy and are both currently on display at the 
Navy Hydrographic Office in Portsmouth dockyard. As HMS Dragon is still in 
service, the current HMS Dragon, the tenth to bear the name, has adopted 
Peter’s model of the fourth Dragon and the Commander plans to install it 
in Dragon’s wardroom. HMS Roebuck will be exhibited in the Royal Navy 
Museum.

HMS Roebuck and HMS Dragon on their way to the  
Navy Hydrographic Office in Portsmouth

Peter Bide

Charmouth Primary School

This school year has been another disrupted and 
unusual school year. However, our staff, children and 
families have really risen to the challenges we have 

all had to face and we are extremely proud of how well the 
children have adapted

We would like to extend our thanks to members of the local community for 
their support throughout the pandemic. In particular we would like to thank 
those who so generously donated money towards buying additional devices, 
or who donated computers and laptops they no longer required. This really 
made a difference to some of our families.   

We had a very different partial school closure this year from January to March, 
with many more children attending the school than the previous lockdown, and 
a more substantial shift to learning online.

We were delighted 
when all children 
returned to the 
classroom again 
in March. There 
have been a lot 
of adaptations to 
our teaching and 
learning, as well 
as our curriculum, 
to allow us to 
focus on getting 
the children back 
on track with their 
learning quickly and 

effectively. Identifying the key learning needs has been key and our staff have 
pulled together to ensure that gaps or weaknesses in learning have been 
addressed, ensuring that most children have made progress in line with the 
usual expected progress for the period. 

As well as prioritising 
learning, we 
have been able to 
enrich the curriculum 
through a range of 
activities, trips and 
visits. This started 
with the return of 
Beach School after 
Easter. Then just 
before the June 
half term, a fun 
filled Everybody 
Active Week 

began with Paralympian David Hill, who himself grew up near Exeter, inspiring 
the children with his experiences, challenges and skill. Throughout the week, 
children took part in a number of different activities including bouldering 
at Rockburn and Lawn Bowls at the Charmouth Lawn Bowls Club as well 
as a range of activities in school and with visitors including football, athletics, 
street dance, circus skills and ultimate frisbee. Through this range of activities, 
children developed many of the skills that are key in meeting our vision of 
growing together to be the very best version of ourselves, with one coach 
commenting that, ‘[The children] were a pleasure to coach. Everybody had a 
go and did their best. They are a credit to the school.’  

Other activities during the summer term have included sailing, adventure days 
at Hooke Court, swimming, visits to Abbotsbury Subtropical gardens and Axe 
Valley Wildlife Park, NSPCC assemblies, RNLI assemblies and an assembly 
from the Charmouth Green Group. It is almost starting to feel like we are 
getting back to our usual busy and exciting schedule!  

Our nursery provision has continued to develop, with many sessions full 
this term.! It is a real delight to welcome the youngest members of the local 
community into the school, where they are based with the reception cohort 
in a dedicated early years area. Some of our first nursery cohort children will 
soon be moving into Year 1; they have grown in so many ways and we can 
see how ready they are to move up, despite such disruption. Waiting lists are 
in place for future cohorts, so families interested in using this provision are 
advised to contact the school early.  

Together with our governors, we have been working on our updating 
our longer term strategic direction and vision for the school, as we work to 
be the very best we can be for our community and the first choice school 
for families in Charmouth and the wider catchment. During the summer, we 
plan to share a draft document for comment from members of the school and 
local community. Please look out for more information on how you can have 
your say about the village school, by keeping an eye out for more information 
on our new draft strategy on social media, local posters and in our school 
website.

We all watch on as the pandemic continues to disrupt so much of our lives, 
but we are looking forward to the new school year and the opportunities it 
will bring. We hope that the situation will ease so we are be able to welcome 
visitors and volunteers back into school; they really have been missed and 
their absence has really highlighted again for us the wonderful support they 
have been able to offer in the past. 

If you would like any more information on any aspect of the school, please 
do look at our website or get in touch directly by emailing office@charmouth.
dorset.sch.uk.

Thank you, again, for the wide range of support and encouragement we have 
received from you, the wider Charmouth community, during what has been 
such a challenging time for us all.

Laura Cornish, Headteacher
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We Remember

Geoff Townson will be 
much missed by those 
of us in Charmouth who 

were privileged to know him. 
He was a private person, not 
much involved with social 
events, but well-known for his 
quiet approach to sharing his 
extensive knowledge of local 
geology and scenery. He would 
often say excitedly “Come and 
look at this …” as he had found 
something new and exciting 
on the beach which was not 
only geologically interesting 
but also colourful, textural 
or in other ways suitable for 
photographing, sketching 
or painting – he was an 
accomplished artist.

To put his geological activities on a formal footing post-
retirement, it didn’t take much arm-twisting to encourage 
Geoff  to take on the U3A Geology group for which he devised 
a detailed syllabus. His classes involved not only illustrated 
lectures, demonstrations and discussions but also day-long 
field trips to many different places along the Mesozoic Coast. 
He derived great pleasure from taking interested people out to 
quarries, mines and exposed coastal areas; those of  us involved 
can easily recall cold, blustery days on the most wind-swept part 
of  the coast where we would ‘discuss’ (Geoff  mainly) the local 
rock and fossil features such as the boundary between the white 
and blue Lias. Nothing would stop us: rain, gales, mist, hail … 
and Geoff  even had the extraordinary ability to cause the sun to 
briefly come out to pinpoint the exact place where he wanted to 
show us important features of  the landscape.

The U3A courses were very popular and over-subscribed; Geoff  
helped many members to more fully appreciate not just local 
geological features, but also the immense tectonic and other 
forces that have shaped our world and landscape as well as the 
biosphere. Along with geology he also encouraged many people 
to express their artistic talents through drawing and painting.

In retirement, Geoff  utilised his geological knowledge and 
experience from all over the world (courtesy of  his work for 
a major oil company) as well as his detailed knowledge from 
PhD research on the patch reefs of  Portland and the Purbeck 
area. He also demonstrated rocks, fossils and minerals from a 
huge variety of  specimens in his collection, and meticulously 
produced colourful handouts of  geological maps, stratigraphic 
series and even occasional tests. Geoff, along with his sense of  
humour and jokes which he anticipated would cause collective 
groans, enthusiastically helped his U3A students understand 
the immensity of  what was going on beneath their feet. He will 
be sorely missed from the world of  Geology and the public 
understanding of  science as well as being a well-respected 
character in Charmouth and the wider area. 

Rosalind Cole.

Previously published in Coast News, November 2020 by 
Charmouth Heritage Coast Centre and used with permission.

Geoff  Townson
1947-2020

It was a great shock to us here at Catherston to hear the 
news of the passing of Francis and our thoughts and 
prayers are with his family, and especially Rosemary his 

wife. Both had a close relationship with the church here: 
our small and isolated church, where they were married.

Rosemary was church Warden here and Francis helped with the 
running of  the church council. When we arrived in Catherston 
6 years ago, it was obvious how involved they were. At that time 
it was becoming difficult to get an organist. Francis used his 
talents with the internet to download hymns from the web to play 
on his speakers. He passed this system on to me and which I 
was eternally grateful for. He also used to choose the hymns for 
service each Sunday. One Sunday he forgot to tell me he was 
unable to be at Church, so I hastily phoned him. He arrived out 
of  breath with 4 hymns and the service went on as normal. 

He was one of  those people who could turn his hand to 
anything: not only was he a superb pharmacist and respected 
by all. Francis was always keen to help individuals and any 
organisation. His love of  woodwork can be seen in St. Andrew’s 
Church in Charmouth, where he built a cupboard to hold Hymn 
books and also made the beautiful Wooden Cross hanging 
behind the Altar. 

It was no wonder that outside the pharmacy at the passing of  
his funeral cortege there were many well-wishers. I am sure if  
the funeral had been allowed to be held in the church it would 
have be standing room only for such a well-respected member 
of  this community.

Bob Hatch 

Francis Lock
Catherston Leweston

1955-2021

WANTED - Diary Checker
Shoreline is looking for a 
volunteer to phone round 
and validate the details for 
each of  the Groups on the 
next page.

A one-off  task to be done 
sometime before the next 
issue, but we may ask you 
to do it again in the future!

 Anyone interested should contact us at:  
editor@shoreline-charmouth.co.uk

Finally, we hope you have enjoyed reading this our 
first issue. Please let us know what sort of  articles 
you would like to see in the magazine in the future.

If  you would like to become a Shoreline subscriber 
for £8 a year and have each copy delivered to 
your door, whilst helping to support the magazine, 
please contact us at: 

editor@shoreline-charmouth.co.uk
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Shoreline Charmouth - Village Diary
Adult Art Class Weds 9.30am-12.30pm (term time 

only)
Community Hall, Lower Sea Lane Trudi Ochiltree  

07812 856823

Badminton Club  
(experience required)

Mon 8.00 – 10.00pm Community Hall, Lower Sea Lane Simon Farrington  
07870 662823

Badminton (social) Tues 7.00 – 10.00pm Community Hall, Lower Sea Lane Russell Telfer 560806

Beachcombers Café  Mon 10.00 – 12.00am  Hollands Room, Bridge Road Alison McTrustery  
07789 165570

Beavers Scout Colony  
(ages 6-8)

Mondays 5.30 – 6.45pm The Scout Hut, Barr’s Lane Melissa 07412 265203 
melissajohnsonhills@hotmail.co.uk

Bowls Club 
Summer: 
Winter Short Mat Bowls:

 
Sun, Tues, Thurs 2 – 5.30pm  
Tues 2 – 5.00pm

 
Playing Field, Barr’s Lane 
Community Hall Lower Sea Lane

Mike Jackson-Bass  
01297 560484
Phil Winstone 01297 561011

Brownies (ages 7-10) Wed 5.30 – 7.00pm  
(term time only)

Community Hall, Lower Sea Lane Caroline Davis 07525 918796

Bridge Club 
(partners can be provided)

Thurs 7.00 – 10.30pm Wood Farm 
(opposite swimming pool)

Vincent Pielesz 560738

Charmouth Local History 
Society

No regular meetings at present Phone for information Helen Parker  561580

Charmouth Village People: 
Kaleidoscope (Fun Activities)

1st and 3rd Wednesday each 
month 2-4pm

The Elms, The Street Judith Howells 07906 840950 or 
Kath Harper 07803 131757

Charmouth Village People: 
Meet Ups (Social afternoons)

Every Friday 2-4pm Bank House Café Judith Howells 07906 840950 or 
Kath Harper 07803 131757

Cherubs 
(Mums &Toddler Group)

Wed 9.30 – 11.30am 
(term-time only)

Village Hall, Wesley Close Vicki Whatmore 561315

Cub Scout pack 
(ages 8-10½)

Thurs 5.15 – 6.30pm The Scout Hut, Barr’s Lane Morris 07734 321904 morrisevans@
hotmail.co.uk or Kevin 07976 534517 
payne.kevin@gmail.com 

Explorer Unit (ages 14-18) Wednesday evening 6.30-8.00pm The Scout Hut, Barr’s Lane Clare 07932 089602
claremackenney@yahoo.co.uk

Free Computer Help Wednesdays 2- 4.30pm Charmouth Community Library, 
The Street

David Jones 560640

Gardeners Outings, talks and social events Village Hall, Wesley Close Penny Rose 561076

Guides Weds. 7-9pm Phone for information Davina Pennels 560965

Knit and Natter group Thursday 2 – 4pm St. Andrew’s Community Hall Jan Coleman 561625

Library Storytelling & 
Rhymetime (under 5s)

Monday 9.30 - 10am in term time Charmouth Community Library, 
The Street

Mandy Harvey  
01297 792850

Line Dancing Tuesday afternoons from 2.00-
3.30pm

Village Hall, Wesley Close Andrea Harfield 
01297 561083

Moviola Films 3rd Thursday of every month 
except Jan, Aug and Dec

Community Hall, Lower Sea Lane Andy Peters 07765 770313

Parish Council Meeting 4th Tuesday of every other month 
7.30pm

The Elms, The Street Lisa Tuck 01297 560826

Rainbows (ages 5-7) Wed 5.30 – 6.30pm  
(term time only)

Community Hall, Lower Sea Lane Caroline Davis 07525 918796

Stitch and Knit Tuesdays 10.30 – 12.30pm Charmouth Community Library, 
The Street

Elaine Phillips 07584 495053.

Scout Troop (ages 10½-14) Thurs 6.45– 8.15pm The Scout Hut, Barr’s Lane Alex 07922 078093
turningstones@talk21.com

Wyld Morris  
dancing practice

Wed 7.15pm Pine Hall,  
Monkton Wyld Court

Briony Blair 01297 489546

Many of  these groups are on hold at the moment due to covid-19. Please contact their leaders for the latest information.
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Shoreline Charmouth - Local Contacts
EMERGENCIES POLICE Police, Fire, Ambulance or HM Coastguard 999 or 112

PCSO Amanda King 6090 for Community Police issues (ask by name) 101

Non urgent call number for reporting incidents / enquiries 101

Bridport Police Station, Tannery Road 101

FIRE and RESCUE West Dorset Fire and Rescue Service — Group Manager 01305 252600

HM COASTGUARD Sidmouth Road, Lyme Regis (Not 24 hours) 01297 442852

DOCTORS The Charmouth Medical Practice, The Street, Charmouth 01297 560872

The Lyme Practice, Lyme Community Medical Centre, Lyme Regis 01297 445777

NHS Direct — 24-hour Healthcare Advice and Information Line 0845 4647

HOSPITALS Dorset County Hospital, Williams Avenue, Dorchester 01305 251150

Bridport Community Hospital, Hospital Lane, Bridport 01308 422371

DENTISTS Dorset Dental Helpline 01202 854443

PUBLIC TRANSPORT National Rail Enquiries — Information on Timetables, Tickets and Train Running Times 08457 484950

National Traveline — Information on Bus and Bus/Rail Timetables and Tickets 08712 002233

EMERGENCY Gas 0800 111999

Electricity (Western Power Distribution) 0800 365900

Water (Wessex Water) 08456 004600

Floodline 08459 881188

Pollution (Environment Agency) 0800 807060

CHEMISTS Charmouth Pharmacy, Mr Yang, The Street, Charmouth 01297 560261

Boots the Chemist, 45 Broad Street, Lyme Regis 01297 442026

Lloyds Pharmacy, Lyme Community Care Centre, Uplyme Road, Lyme Regis 01297 442981

SCHOOLS Charmouth County Primary, Lower Sea Lane, Charmouth 01297 560591

The Woodroffe School, Uplyme Road, Lyme Regis 01297 442232

CHURCHES St Andrew’s Parish Church, The Street, Charmouth. Revd Chris Martin 01297 561065

CHARMOUTH HALLS Village Hall, bookings Gill Savage 01297 560615

St Andrew’s Community Hall, bookings Faye In Abode 01297 560505

Youth Club Hall, bookings Polly Wild 07890 629117

Charmouth Library (up to 20) bookings Jill Lewis 07954038297

BEFRIENDING Charmouth 07736 825283

COUNCILS

CHARMOUTH PARISH Chairman — Peter Noel 01297 561017

Clerk — Mrs L Tuck, The Elms, St Andrew’s Drive, Charmouth 01297 560826

Heritage Coast Centre, Lower Sea Lane, Charmouth 01297 560772

Beach Attendant, Charmouth Beach 01297 560626

DORSET COUNCIL Councillor — Daryl Turner – cllrdarylturner@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk 01297 443591

County Hall, Colliton Park, Dorchester — All services 01305 221000

DORSET’S PORTAL FOR COUNTY/DISTRICT/TOWN/PARISH COUNCILS AND OTHER AGENCIES www.dorsetforyou.com

LOCAL M.P. Chris Loder, House of Commons, SW1A 0AA or e-mail chris.loder.mp@parliament.uk 0207 219 3912

CITIZENS’ ADVICE St Michaels Business Centre, Lyme Regis (Wed 10am-3pm) 01297 445325

45 South Street, Bridport (Mon-Fri 10am-3pm) 01308 456594

POST OFFICES 37 Broad Street, Lyme Regis 01297 442836

LIBRARIES The Street, Charmouth 01297 560640

Silver Street, Lyme Regis 01297 443151

South Street, Bridport 01308 422778

South Street, Axminster 01297 32693

SWIM / LEISURE Bridport Leisure Centre, Skilling Hill Road, Bridport 01308 427464

Flamingo Pool, Lyme Road, Axminster 01297 35800

Newlands Holiday Park, Charmouth 01297 560259

CINEMA Electric Palace, 35 South Street, Bridport 01308 424901

THEATRES Marine Theatre, Church Street, Lyme Regis 01297 442394

Arts Centre, South Street, Bridport 01308 424204

Guildhall, West Street, Axminster 01297 33595

TOURIST INFORMATION Guildhall Cottage, Church Street, Lyme Regis 01297 442138

Bucky Doo Square, South Street, Bridport 01308 424901
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Website: www.axminsterprinting.co.uk  Email: sales@axminsterprinting.co.uk
Address: Axminster Printing Co. Ltd. West Street, Axminster, Devon EX13 5NU

PRINTING & DESIGN SERVICES

Axminster Printing Co Ltd 01297 32266

Not just a Printing Company.... Established in 1969

Leaflets, Posters, Booklets, Books, Labels, Tags, Menus, Banners, Magazines, 
Canvas’s, Order of Services, Headings, Business Cards, Appointment Cards, 
Compliment Slips, Headed Cards, Bookmarks, Invoice and Order Forms, 
Delivery Forms, Folders, Vouchers, Loyalty Cards, Wedding and Business 
Stationery, Plans, Prints (any Size up to A0) and so much More....

We have a range of card making supplies from firms such as Hunky 
Dory, Trimcraft and Crafts Too - from card blanks, card toppers, 
glitters, printed papers, rubber stamps and stamping accessories.

STATIONERS

ARTS & CRAFTS SUPPLIES

• Stationery for School or College 
• Postage and Packaging Supplies
• Filing Products
• Paper, Writing and Drawing Instruments
• Notebooks & Invoice Books

Now offering eye treatments with Molly - Eye-
lash tint, eyebrow tint, eyebrow shaping, eye-

brow lamination, eyelash tint & lift.  
For further information please call or book a 

consultation with Molly.

We are still offering 20% off colour services and 50% off 
a Cut & Finish with our graduate stylist Nadia! Nadia has 
almost finished her training and is starting to take on her 

own clients. 
OUR REVISED OPENING HOURS ARE:

Tuesday 9.00 - 5.30
Wednesday 9.00 - 5.00, Thursday 9.00 - 7.30

Friday 9.00 - 6.30, Saturday 8.30 - 1.30.

Please note Harry is now only available in The Salon on 
Thursdays but you can also find him  

@ California Fitness in Axminster.  
Booking (for Axminster) can be done through his online 

app @ threshlids925.resurva.com

Shetland House, The Street, Charmouth 

01297 560221  Whatsapp 07852 505834
Find us on Facebook @ TLou T at The Salon   

and Instagram Lou.t_thesalon

All the local news 24/7
lyme-online.co.uk

Charmouth Bakery
Open 6 days a week

Monday-Thursday: 8.30-4.00pm;  
Friday: 8.30-4.30pm; Saturday: 8.30-2.00pm

Local supplier of freshly baked bread and cakes
Available to order, or from our premises,  

50 yards along Barr’s Lane (by Herringbone)
No order too big or too small

WE HAVE A LARGE SELECTION OF BREAD, 
ROLLS, CAKES AND SAVOURIES ALL 

BAKED FRESH EVERY DAY.
SEE OUR FACEBOOK PAGE FOR REGULAR UPDATES.

Please ring for more information 
01297 560213
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Domestic, Commercial & 
Industrial Electrical Contractors

Heat Pumps & Renewable Energy

Plumbing and Heating Contractors
Bathroom and Kitchen Fitting
Tiling and Gas Safety Checks
Boiler Servicing and Repairs

Call us today to discuss your
Air Conditioning Requirements.

01308 420831
www.topsparks.com | info@topsparks.biz

3-5 East Road Business Park, Bridport, DT6 4RZ

Electrical, Plumbing and Heating

Top_SparksAd.qxp_Layout 1  21/09/2017  11:12  Page 1

With flexible levels of service ranging from booking agent to full property 

management, we pride ourselves on working in partnership with our owners 

and tailoring our services to provide a professional, personal package to suit all 

requirements. With a commitment to quality, our portfolio of over 300 properties 

includes everything from modern seafront apartments to thatched rural cottages.

Why not ask us for a free consultation and financial assessment.

lymebayholidays.co.uk | 01297 443363

BOOKING AGENT WITH TARGETED MARKETING OF YOUR PROPERTY  |  HOUSEKEEPING  |  KEY HANDOUT  

MAINTENANCE, INCLUDING 24 HOUR EMERGENCY COVER  |  LINEN PROVISION  |  WELCOME HAMPERS
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