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S H O R E L I N E

CHARMOUTH
STORES

Don’t forget us for your
Christmas food and drink
Open until 9pm every night

W I N T E R

2 0 2 1

carpets, vinyls and luxury vinyl tiles
• The supply and tofit allof areas
of the home
Professional
and
courteous fitters
•
Furniture
moved
and
old
flooring
lifted and disposed of
•
Leading
brands
and
manufacturers
•
• Made to measure blinds and curtains
• Always offering beautiful home accessories

THE STREET, CHARMOUTH. 01297 560505

Friendly Café
located in the
centre of the
Village serving
breakfast,
lunch, cakes &
cream teas.
OpenTraditional
daily 10am-3pm
CLOSED
WEDNESDAYS
Sunday
lunch

The Street, Charmouth. Tel 01297 560304

01297 561600

Coastal & Countryside specialists for W.Dorset & E.Devon
offering Estate Agency Services for the last 40 years!
What our clients tell us that
makes our service so special?
We are not just a listing service but
work with our vendors and purchasers
to progress through building and survey
issues from offer to completion.
We take our Covid screening processes
The Charmouth Team Teresa, Beki and Judy
very seriously with videos, virtual
viewings and valuations are available to all. Face to face
viewings are possible for proceedable customers (cash or

under offer) Valuations continue with PPE.
Our objective is to make the moving
process as painless as possible, listening to
you and your needs as individuals, whether
buying or selling .. from helping with
clearance and trades to managing chains
and many other issues … all
with a calm, cheerful and
friendly smile!

HAPPY CHRISTMAS & NEW YEAR FROM ALL OF US TO ALL OF YOU!
As your Local Independent Estate Agent, we offer free valuations and accompanied viewings 7 days a week.
Choose us for our local knowledge, expertise and enthusiasm, for all your purchases or lettings.
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ell, the Summer issue made
it out on time and, judging by
the general comments from
friends met during our regular walks
round the village, we didn’t do too
badly for our first attempt!
We were even approached by people
we did not previously know, but who had
recognised our photograph, to thank us
for keeping the magazine going.
Amidst the many encouraging
compliments received, for which we are
most grateful, possibly the most welcome
were those saying that they thought
the transition was ‘seamless’. This was
precisely our objective as we set out on
this challenge.
With occasional help from the previous
technical team and good support from
Axminster Printing, our publication
deadline was met with days to spare.

Editorial
There were the inevitable ‘hiccups’ during
the overall process and our lack of
experience caused problems for a couple
of the advertisers, and disappointed some
contributors. For all these ‘hiccups’ we
apologise and hope that our inexperience
is now a little less!
Enough looking back - now for the future.
We are gradually trying to spread the
appeal of Shoreline to a wider readership,
in particular the younger sections of our
community.
Poppy Dyer, a year 10 student at
Woodroffe, is keen to go into a career
in journalism and we are particularly
pleased to be able to offer her an
opportunity to extend her skills through
these pages.
We are pleased to include her first
interview for Shoreline in this issue and

hope this is the first of many contributions
from her.
But we would also like to hear from you,
the readers, about articles or features that
you would like to see in the future.
To brighten up your Winter a little we have
added 4 more pages of colour this time.
We welcome anything of interest to
readers of Shoreline and, hopefully,
well before the ‘deadline’ to avoid
disappointment.
As we approach the end of the second
year of the pandemic, we would like
to wish all our readers, advertisers,
contributors and subscribers a very happy
and healthy Christmas.
With our best wishes to all,

Roger and Liz

FROM SHORELINE TO SHORELINE - VIA THE MOON

F

ifty years ago, on a hot and
sunny December day, I was
standing on the shoreline of
Daytona beach on the Atlantic coast
of Florida, having flown in from
London the previous day. Further
up the coast, some 60 miles north, I
sensed the presence of the object of
my pilgrimage – Launch Pad 39a at
the Cape Kennedy Space Centre with
the most powerful rocket in the world
‘ready to go’.
This had been my first visit to the United
States’ space coast. I had an almost
obsessive interest in the American
Space programme (there was none other
in those days), and one of my great
ambitions had been to witness the launch
of a Saturn V rocket. These days it would
be called an item on my ‘bucket list’.
Apollo 17 was the last time that a
manned Saturn V rocket would be
launched. With only two weeks to go,
by an amazing co-incidence, I noticed
a small ad in one of our national
newspapers offering a place on an
excursion to Cape Kennedy for that very
event, due to a late cancellation. A rapid
decision was needed! The excursion was
organised by Transolar Travel and had
only one prerequisite – membership of
the British Interplanetary Society. I joined
immediately!
I should perhaps, at this point, admit
that I haven’t actually been to the Moon.
However, this visit to Cape Kennedy and
the experience of the launch, were to be
the start of an important new personal

interest over the coming years. It was one
that ultimately led me to feel at least a
little confidence in becoming the editor of
Charmouth’s ‘Shoreline’.
The illustrated article I wrote on my return
was warmly welcomed by the editor of
‘The Spread Eagle’, the house magazine
of Barclays Bank for whom I worked
in those days. Thereafter, I became a
regular contributor of both articles and
photographs.
Three years later, I was at the same
place waiting to witness the launch of
a Saturn I rocket. This was the United
States contribution to the Apollo-Soyuz
International space mission which took
3 Americans into earth orbit, destined to
meet up with a Soyuz spacecraft with 2
Russian astronauts aboard.
The big difference this time was that I
had acquired NASA Press accreditation
representing ‘The Spread Eagle’
magazine. I was invited to Apollo-Soyuz
press conferences, met Deke Slayton who
was one of the original Mercury Seven
astronauts, had tours of a Minuteman
missile silo, Houston Mission Control
Centre, ♥the Space Shuttle manufacturing
facility, and witnessed the first landing of
the Space Shuttle.
But I never went to the Moon! However,
I was once interviewed on live TV about
human settlements in earth orbit.
But that’s another story …
Roger Sansom

THE SHORELINE TEAM 2021
Roger Sansom
Editor, Design and Layout
Liz Sansom
Assistant Editor, Treasurer
Vacancy
Advertising Manager
Vacancy
Features and interviews

Next issue

Deadline 25th February 2022
Publication 1st April 2022

editor@shoreline-charmouth.co.uk
The Editor, Shoreline,
Bracoden, Lower Sea Lane,
Charmouth, DT6 6LR
Shoreline, winner of the Dorset People’s
Project Award 2014
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Parish Council News
• Although we gained another Councillor earlier this year,
as many of you will already have heard, we sadly received
Paul Oatway’s resignation in June. We all thank Paul for
his substantial contribution as a Parish Councillor and wish
him and Kim the very best for the future.
• Needless to say, we still have three vacancies and would
encourage any of you with the smallest of interests to
assist your community to come and find out more about
becoming a Parish Councillor.
• After consultation with properties on the fringes of
Charmouth but within neighbouring Parishes, the Council
has asked Dorset Council to consider moving the
Parish Boundary to include Newlands Holiday Park and
Stonebarrow Manor within the Parish of Charmouth. With
regard to the other areas of Stonebarrow Lane, Fernhill
and Thistlegate Cottages, unfortunately logistics and the
lack of support from residents has meant that the Parish
Council is unable to recommend that the Parish Boundary
be widened to include these settlements. Dorset Council
will be advertising the proposals fully in due course when
comments will be able to be made.
• The Council continues to work on an overall Emergency
Plan which will include flooding. It is hoped to have a
network of volunteers (similar to the Covid Volunteer group)
who could be called upon in the event of an emergency.
We are very grateful that some of the Covid Volunteers
have already come forward but if you would be willing to
help your neighbourhood in an emergency, please let the
Clerk have your details (clerk@charmouthparishcouncil.
gov.uk or 01297 560826).
• As some of you will be aware, the Neighbourhood Plan for
Charmouth is now with the examiner, with the next stage
being a referendum for the village to accept the Plan. The
Parish Council is extremely pleased that Dorset Council
has been extremely complimentary in recognising the
excellent work undertaken by the Neighbourhood Plan
Steering Group, led by Andy Bateman, in the preparation of
the Plan. The Council would like to thank all those involved
over the last 5 years in this enormous project and would
commend the Neighbourhood Plan to you all.
• Normally the Parish Council has held its Annual Parish
Meeting by now. However, due to the various restrictions
and safeguards that were still in place, together with the
amount of people who usually attend the APM, we have
felt unable to. A date will be set for next Spring but in the
meantime, you can of course contact the Parish Council by
email on clerk@charmouthparishcouncil.gov.uk or phone
on 01297 560826 (office opening hours are 9-10.30am
Mon-Fri). You can also attend any of the regular Council
meeting, the calendar for which is also set out on the
website.
• Finally, unfortunately, there has been a spate of attempted
and actual break-ins to Council and other business
properties in recent weeks. It seems that, under cover
of darkness, the Foreshore buildings and beach huts are
particularly vulnerable at the moment and the Council
would welcome vigilance from you all in an effort to prevent
this needless vandalism.
Charmouth Parish Council
4
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Neighbourhood Plan Update
Examiner’s Report
Following the submission of the Plan to Dorset Council in
June 2021 for a 6 week public consultation, the comments
received were passed onto an independent Examiner for his
consideration.
The Examiner produced his final report on 28th October 2021
the summary as follows:‘The Charmouth Parish Neighbourhood Plan has been duly
prepared in compliance with the procedural requirements. My
examination has investigated whether the Plan meets the Basic
Conditions and other legal requirements for neighbourhood
plans. I have had regard to all the responses made following
consultation on the CPNP, and the evidence documents
submitted with it.’
‘I have made recommendations to modify a small number of
policies to ensure the Plan meets the Basic Conditions and
other legal requirements. I recommend that the Plan, once
modified, proceeds to referendum.‘
The changes referred to above resulted in minor changes
to policies: HH1 (Designated and Non-Designated Heritage
Assets), NE2 (Views and Vistas), NE4 (Local Green Spaces)
and CC2 (Coastal Change and Flooding). The other changes
required a definition change to the Glossary and deletions of
bullet points in policies H3 (Benefitting from New Housing) and
H4 (Housing Form and Layout). The exclusion of H3 bullet 2
and the last 2 bullets in H4 were aimed to control large house
extensions/replacements. However, the Examiner commented
saying, other supporting text and other policy areas should be
able to achieve this same objective.
The other 16 policies were unaltered following the Examiner’s
Report. In his concluding comments the Examiner stated:
‘The Parish Council and voluntary contributors are to be
commended for their efforts in producing a comprehensive Plan
which is professionally presented with excellent accompanying
documentation and a format which is worthy of its role as part
of the Development Plan. It is an extremely well structured and
informative Plan which I enjoyed examining. The associated
statements were extremely useful. The high quality of the
Plan is demonstrated by the small number of recommended
modifications (necessary to meet the Basic Conditions) to only
six of the twenty-two policies (and one to the Glossary). With
those modifications, the CPNP* will make a positive contribution
to the Development Plan for the area and should enable the
unique coastal character and appearance of Charmouth Parish
to be maintained.’
*Charmouth Parish Neighbourhood Plan
The Examiner’s full Report can be viewed on Dorset Council’s
and Charmouth Parish Council’s websites.
So the next step will be the Referendum, enabling all Charmouth
residents (who are on the polling register) to vote on whether to
accept the Plan or not. This requires over 50% to vote in favour
for the Plan to bring it into force. Dorset Council will publicise
when and how the voting will take place.

It is vitally important that everyone votes.
Andy Bateman

A

Charmouth Primary School

lthough it seems that we have had the start to
another strange year, it has been delightful to
see the children settle into their new classes so
quickly. Despite the disruption of the last two years, our
staff and children have continued to strive to be their very
best selves in all that they do. All members of the school
are embracing the vision to grow together to be the very
best versions of ourselves through our values: grow,
understand, respect, collaborate and inspire.

Our fabulous PTFA continues to fundraise in a range of different ways to
help fund and contribute to our additional activities and resources. The
Bags4Schools collection has proved very popular, so look out for more
information for future collections. There is also a school lottery, which can
be accessed by anyone wanting to support the school and be in with a
chance of a prize (www.yourschoollottery.co.uk). Plans are going ahead for
the Charmouth Challenge in July. It is an event that so many of the wider
community support and we have all missed it over the last two years – we are
planning to return for the best year yet!

In our learning, we all started off with a school wide theme – ‘The Very Best
Version of Me’ – and moved onto a conflict-based theme. Our conflict themes
start with our youngest children exploring sharing, moving onto behaving
responsibly, keeping the peace and, for our older children, thinking about
stopping fighting. Moving towards Christmas, we have three short themes:
Enterprise Week, a curriculum-based theme and, of course, Christmas.

Thank you, as always, to the local community for the ongoing support and
encouragement.

Trips and visits to enhance our
curriculum have also taken
place this term. Our Navigator
Classes (years 5 and 6) visited
the County Museum and Roman
House in Dorchester, linking to
their theme titled ‘You’re Not
Invited’. Adventurers Class
(years 3 and 4) visited Shire Hall in Dorchester, linking to their theme on ‘Law
and Order’. While they where they tried locking Mr Glover in the cells! Closer
to home, Pathfinders Class (Years 1 and 2) enhanced their curriculum theme
of ‘Unity in the Community’ by taking part in a treasure hunt around the village
– thank you for the support from Charmouth Heritage Coast Centre, Nisa and
Fortnum, Smith and Banwell.
In addition to our main curriculum, all children also had the opportunity to take
part in the ‘Beyond the Map – creatively capturing the Char Valley’ project.
Emma, from the project, visited the school to work with groups of children to
consider our fabulous local area and support every child to complete their own
printing designs. The creative artwork produced has been excellent.
Our children are developing a
respect and understanding of
the needs of others. Through
our virtual Harvest Assembly,
each class explored different
elements of Harvest. Members
of the school community
contributed to a collection for
the Lyme Forward Foodbank. We have been delighted to see how children
have also participated in charitable events outside of school, including
lemonade stands during the summer and walks up Stonebarrow.
Unusually, our Year 6 Leavers headed to four different schools. The majority
are now attending Woodroffe, with the school reporting that they have settled
in well. Almost a quarter of the cohort are now at Colyton with other children
now attending Axe Valley and The Studio School. Recognising the disruption
that was continuing in school, we asked them which traditions they wanted
to take part in. They didn’t have an official SATs week, but still wanted their
own form of a SATs week so that it culminated in cake! They always wanted
to ensure that they had a Leavers’ assembly. It wasn’t quite how it usually
would be, but it was lovely to have parents on the playground to join them for
a mostly prerecorded celebration. We may have also started a new tradition,
as the year 6 left from the main doors with the rest of the school coming out
of their classrooms at the front to cheer and clap them on their way. We wish
them all the very best at their new schools.
During the summer, we sent out a consultation in relation to our longer term
aims and goals on a plan on a page. Thank you to all those who responded
to our consultation. We have updated the plan on the page in light of the
responses, which can be seen on the school website, and more detailed plans
are in place within the school to help bring our main aims into fruition.

Laura Cornish
Headteacher

A VIEW FROM WESTMINSTER
Flooding is a major issue underpinning recent developments in
Parliament regarding the Environment Bill. And we are now in the
last phase of the Environment Bill, where the Bill goes to and forth
between the House of Commons and House of Lords for refinement.
I have voted to put a duty on water companies to monitor water
quality upstream and downstream of storm overflow which they
don’t do today. The Environment Bill will also give the government
the power to direct water companies who fail to provide or adhere to
management plans designed to reduce the release of raw sewage in
storm overflows which is a major step forward and will deal with any
release that is inappropriate.
But why can’t we just ban this practice? Sewage discharge into our
water courses has occurred for many years. I despise it, but it is
important for us to understand what would happen if we completely
banned it with no emergency outlet.
Such discharge typically occurs when existing infrastructure isn’t
sufficient to cope with surface water run-off during periods of heavy
rain. The whole reason the emergency system of storm outflows exist
is to prevent dirty water from entering properties or contaminating
drinking water supplies. When we have a Victorian water system built
for a much smaller population, we have a pressure point, but the cost
of replacing these could be as much as £9000 per person.
Charmouth’s two main watercourses, the River Char, and the
Monkton Wyld Stream, remain in moderate ecological health. In fact,
the levels of fish and invertebrates in the Monkton Wyld Stream have
grown to good and high levels respectively from 2016 to 2019. The
three storm outflows in Charmouth appeared to me to show a slight
increase in the number of times they are used per year.
My team and I have been in regular contact with Wessex Water, who
are responsible for matters relating to our drinking water and sewage
networks including the nearby overflow outlets. I raised a question
over the current data shown in relation to Charmouth. In response to
my enquiry, Wessex water have said that while in some instances the
revised data points towards the general picture that 2019 and 2020
were both exceptionally wet years, as opposed to a deeper trend
towards greater sewage discharge which may have been suggested.
I was also informed that of all three sewage discharges in the vicinity
of Charmouth, only one met the Environment Agency criteria for an
investigation. That investigation is ongoing and so far has found that
high discharge frequencies were not caused by blockages or failures
within the system. However, it may transpire that capital investment
is needed to remedy this situation, and so I was pleased to read
that Wessex Water seem willing to step up to the mark and have set
aside £150 million to address works like this. I will be following this
situation closely and will keep you updated however I can throughout
this process.
Chris Loder MP

SHORELINE WINTER 2021 / ISSUE 44

5

Gabriel Bray - Charmouth`s Famous Naval Hero and Artist

A

mongst the many memorials
and grave stones in and
around St. Andrew’s Church in
Charmouth are those residents who
made their mark at a national level.
This was the case with Gabriel Bray,
who, though he never succeeded
above the rank of Lieutenant, left us
with a unique record of life on board
ships of the Royal Navy in Georgian
times. Together they establish him as
a naval artist of great significance.
We are fortunate today that two selfportraits by him have come down to
us. For in 1991 The Society of Nautical
Research presented to the National
Maritime Museum at Greenwich an
album of 75 watercolours by Gabriel
Bray which they had purchased at
auction. If you visit the Museum
today you will see that a number of
the paintings have been removed and
are displayed in cabinets. The same
images are continually being used
in naval reference books due to their
importance and rarity.
Gabriel was to lead a very eventful life travelling
to distant corners of the known world at that time
in the Royal Navy and was later to have a further
career in the Customs Service catching smugglers
along the southern coast. Towards the end of his
life he retired with his wife Mary to Charmouth,
where again he was to make his mark with his
designs for a lifeboat and also a gallery for the
church.
There is a magnificent marble memorial above the
church entrance to the great man and his wife.
Their grave sadly is just a shadow of what it must
have once been at the corner of the churchyard.
The inscription on the top of the tomb is the same
as that as the memorial recording their deaths in
1823 and 1835, respectively.
Gabriel Bray was baptised on the 29th June 1749
at St. Leonards church in Upper Deal. The records
for the church show his parents as John and
Margaret Bray. His mother, Margaret Boughton had
originated from the village of Sholden in East Kent
and had married her husband in 1746. They had
lost their first child, baptised with the same name
within a year of his birth and were to go on to have
four children. His father had entered the Navy in
1735, rose from Lieutenant in 1743 to Captain in
1758 and his two commands in that rank were
the “Princess Amelia” from that year followed by
the “Newark” in 1761. He appears to have been
a regulating Captain, raising men at Dover, at the
start of the French Revolutionary War and he was
a superannuated Rear Admiral at the time of his
death. John became very wealthy and bought a
number of properties and farms from the prize
money he received from the Navy. When he died
in 1795 he left his house in Lower Street to his
daughter, Mary. His farm and malthouse went to
his son, John Raven Bray. The remainder seems
to have been auctioned off in the same year and
the proceeds no doubt were divided between his
four surviving children, including Gabriel.
Gabriel would have been just 10 years of age
when he entered Kings School, Canterbury in 1759
and was to be educated there until his departure
6
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in 1764, aged 15. It was no doubt where his talent
for painting was encouraged. Just ten years later
he was to return to the City and record the view
from St. Augustine’s Abbey with the Cathedral in
the distance, where his old school stood in the
precincts. It is a fascinating painting now held in
the British Museum as he has depicted himself
with his sketchpad in the foreground with a friend.
Whilst going through the extensive series of
documents relating to both John and Gabriel
Bray held in the Public Record Office at Kew I
was very excited to find a loose sheet marked
“Memorandum of the Services of Lieutenant
Gabriel Bray”. This was to be a revelation for
me as it was actually written by him in 1817 and
supplied all I wanted to know about his time in the
Navy.
The first entry for 1763, is as a Volunteer on
“HMS Aquilon” under Captain Philip Perceval as it
patrolled the English Channel. It must have been
the equivalent of a summer job as he was then
just 14 and still at school. After leaving he was
to be as a sailor on “HMS Launceston” where he
would hold the junior position of Midshipman. It is
astonishing to think that at just 17 years of age he
would be sailing to North America, where he would
spend the next three years under the command of
Captain John Gell.
Gabriel’s Memorandum records that his next
destination was to return to North America, this
time he was to spend two years off Newfoundland.
Initially under Commodore John Byron on “HMS
Antelope” and the following year on “HMS Panther”
under Captain George Gaston, where he took
on the position of Mate. It was in 1770, aged 21,
that he passed his Lieutenant exams and awaited
promotion. This was to come rather unexpectedly
for in 1773 there was to be a Royal Fleet Review
at Spithead off the coast of Portsmouth. King
George III was to be on board the Royal Yacht
“Augusta” whilst the Fleet sailed by. Gabriel Bray
was very fortunate to be a member of the crew for
this historic event on June 22nd of that year. He
showed tremendous foresight to paint the Fleet
from his vantage point on board the ship. The
following day, his Captain was so impressed with
the painting that he showed it to the King.
A newspaper report shortly afterwards informs its
readers that:
“Mr. Bray of Deal, midshipman of the Augusta
yacht, being ordered on duty at Portsmouth during
the late review, made a draught of the whole
fleet, with a prospect of the Isle of Wight. The
Captain presented it to his Majesty, who ordered
a copy of it to be drawn, with the Draughtsman’s
name affixed to it, which being executed, Mr Bray,
had the honour of being introduced to the Royal
Presence, kissed his Majesty’s hand, and was
made a Lieutenant of the Augusta”.

The original painting is still to be seen at Windsor
Castle. Gabriel was to spend a further year on
“HMS Princess Augusta”, under Sir Richard
Bickerton where he records on his Memorandum
that they “visited the Naval Arrivals”.

After his time at sea on board Augusta, Gabriel
returned back to his home town of Deal in June
1774 on half pay. It was here that he was to begin
painting watercolours of what he saw around him
in an album which he was to add to over the next
two years. It has fortunately survived virtually
complete and provides us with a window on his
life. The majority of the paintings are dated and
briefly described. Many are signed ‘AdVprGB’
(to the life by Gabriel Bray) showing his skill at
depicting a scene as he saw it straight onto the
page. The earliest are of the area around Deal,
depicting buildings, workers and cattle in the fields.
He then goes on to record figures he sees around
the harbour. Included amongst these is a detailed
plan and cross sections of a new Dockyard that he
designed, which unfortunately never materialised.
By October of 1774, Gabriel had received a
commission to sail on “HMS Pallas” and was
to make his way from Deal to London and then
to Portsmouth. He has left us with a number of
watercolours of what he saw enroute. The first
of these is described as “A Sticker-up of Bills
on Tower Hill at the Rendezvous at the King’s
Arms”. This was the City naval rendezvous, most
significantly for the local impress service, which
included both voluntary recruitment and the ‘press
gang’ when emergency required this. The other
painting is of a man having his shoes polished
with the same date. An everyday scene, which
would have been so common that few would
have bothered to paint it. Gabriel appears to have
arrived in Portsmouth in November of 1774 and
has left us with some sketches of what he saw.
There is a wonderfully well observed record of a
greengrocer’s shop on old Portsmouth Point.

It was on board ”HMS Pallas” that he was to take
up the position of second Lieutenant for the next
two years. The voyage took him to Tenerife and
a number of West African destinations including
Senegal, Gambia and Sierra Leone - to support
British commercial interests there, including the
slave trade - before making for Barbados and
finally Jamaica. When duties permitted, Bray
used these months to observe and record the
people and circumstances that surrounded him.
He painted ordinary sailors, Royal Marines and
servants as much as his brother officers. A number
of the watercolours show the places they stopped
at or incidents that he witnessed. One of these
is of a British brig called “Expedition” aground,
with salvage in progress, on the western point of
Santa Cruz. There are also two self-portraits which
show the long hair which men of the time could
favour, usually tied back into a pigtail with ribbon
among sailors. There is a good illustration of the
equipment of a watercolourist of the period, not
dissimilar to those used today.

Taken by His Majesty’s Cutter the Griffon...’ A pair
of naval action oils”

but he was immediately fired at by order of the
commanding officer, shot through the body, and
died in a few seconds. It is positively asserted,
that on arrival of the above Cutter in the Downs,
the Lords of the Admiralty sent orders to have
the commander of the vessel, suspended, till the
unfortunate matter is investigated.”
Although this was to be a setback in Gabriel`s
career he was soon to be offered another posting.

Bray’s ship, the “Pallas, was running along the
coast of Ghana from about 19 March 1775 and
reached Accra on the 30th. They then sailed on
transatlantic leg from Africa to Barbados where
they landed on the 31st May. He wasted no time in
continuing to add more paintings to his album of
life below deck.
I thought I had seen all the wonderful watercolours
that Gabriel Bray had produced on “HMS Pallas”,
when I tracked down an additional picture, which is
now in the Victoria and Albert Museum in London.
It is a superb informal scene below deck of the
Officers enjoying a pot of tea. The young boys
in the background appear in an earlier sketch by
Gabriel. I feel quite confident, judging from his
self-portraits, that he included himself sitting in the
centre foreground.

The National Maritime Museum also has, separate
from the album, a magnificent oil painting
described as “A Ship Hove Down and Burning off”
by him, which he would have painted during his
time in the West Indies.

After Gabriel`s adventures he returned home
to Deal in 1778 and may well have stayed with
his father at his magnificent new house in Great
Mongeham which he had recently bought. The
following year he received his next commission
nearer home on “HMS Sprightly” patrolling the
Downs, Just off Deal for the Customs service in
pursuit of smugglers. We are fortunate again that
Gabriel recorded first hand one of the many events
he was witness too. Two paintings by him came
up for auction in 2018, described as “G BRAY The
Charlotte off Dunkirk & ‘Le Prince de Habengen.

With some detective work I was able to tie
the paintings in with two separate newspaper
reports. The first painting relates to an incident in
May 1779, which Gabriel must have witnessed.
It announces: Notice is hereby given to the
Officers and Company of his Majesty’s Cutter,
“Sprightly”, Gabriel Bray, Esq, Commander at
taking the Dunkerque and Prince de Robecque,
Two French Privateers that they will be paid their
respective Shares of the Produce of the said
Privateers, at Deal, on Saturday the 22nd of April
instant, Obviously the inscription on the back of
the paintings needs correcting in that “Le Prince
de Habengen” should have read “Le Prince de
Robecque” and Dunkirk was the name of the
French Privateer “Dunkerque”.
The companion to the earlier painting by Gabriel
Bray is described as “The Charlotte off Dunkirk”.
Again a little research shows this to be the French
Privateer “Le Charlotte” which was captured
on the 15th September 1780 and later renamed
“Royal Charlotte” and served in the British Navy
for another 3 years. The “Scourge” commanded
by Captain Chichester Fortescue had captured it
without loss of his own men . Gabriel Bray must
have witnessed this event on board the Revenue
Cutter, “HMS Sprightly” at the time.
Later in the year on the 25th December
1780, “Sprightly” was in company with the
sloop ”Fortune” and shared in the proceeds of the
capture on that day of ”Nordic Star”. Just 5 days
later it also shared in the proceeds of the capture
of the Dutch warship ”Princess Caroline”.
On the 29th November 1780 Gabriel, by then aged
31 married Mary Cartwright aged just 18 of the
parish of St. Andrews, Holborn in London. Little
is known about his wife`s family apart from the
fact she was baptised with a twin sister, Ann, in
Islington in 1762.
The 18th and early 19th century were the heyday
of smuggling. At sea the revenue Cutter was the
first line of defence against the smugglers. With
their vast sail area and long bowsprit, they were
built for speed, strength and fire power. They were
heavily armed, as they often encountered violent
opposition from smugglers. Guns were placed
along the sides of the deck. Swivel guns were
found on the bow and stern. Muskets, bayonets,
cutlasses, and hatchets were issued to the crew.
On April 17th 1781 London Gazette was to report:
“By authentic letters from Ostend, we learn,
that a few days since, as the Sprightly Cutter,
commanded by Lieutenant Bray, was sailing out of
that harbour, one of the crew jumped overboard,
with intention, as it was presumed, to desert,

His next command was to be “HMS Nimble” which
was armed with 10 four pounder guns and 12 halfpounder swivel guns and was manned by a crew
of 55 men and boys. It was sent to the Downs off
Deal to patrol the English Channel to protect British
shipping against attacks by Dutch and French
privateers. It was later used in supporting the
Revenue Service in hunting down smugglers and
pirates operating in British coastal waters. Deal
was notorious as a centre for smuggling with a
large proportion of its population involved in it.
Gabriel was instructed to sort it out and in February
11,1783 he published the following:
To the inhabitants of Deal,To whom it may concern
Lieutenant Gabriel Bray, Commander of his
Majesty’s Cutter, the Nimble, being ordered on the
Downs Station by the Lords Commissioners of the
Admiralty, to suppress the illicit Business of running
in customer Goods into this kingdom, acquaints
the Part of the Town to whom this is addressed,
that, when he took the Galley with five chests of
Tea, on the Evening of the 22nd past, observing a
Number of Galleys, immediately launched by a Set
of vain, unthinking people, whom he finds thought
of rescuing the Galley and Goods again, he now
thinks proper in this public manner to caution them
against the like Proceedings, as he is determined
in future not to let them go back again unmolested.
Signed Gabriel Bray.
Thomas Brown, a local smuggler, assaulted the
Deal Customs officers three times in the space
of eighteen months, either resisting seizures
or rescuing contraband. Richard Baxter was
lucky to escape serious injury when Brown tried
to brain him with a tiller. The next year, when
Baxter was shot dead in the course of a pursuit
after a smuggling boat, Brown was named as
the murderer and a £200 reward was offered for
information leading to his capture. He was later
reported operating as a privateer, but he remained
at liberty until Gabriel caught up with him as the
following newspaper reports in vivid detail.
Hereford Journal 13 May 1784.Extract of a letter
from Deal May 2nd:
“a desperate contest took place on Friday evening
past, between Captain Bray, of one of his majesty’s
Cutters stationed here to watch the smugglers,
and the noted Brown, who committed so many
depredations during the last war and had been
outlawed. He being a native of Deal, there was
not one who would be bold enough to apprehend
him. Since the war he had carried on the practice
of smuggling, and on Friday morning last he
sailed out of Dunkirk with a cargo of contraband
goods, Captain Gabriel Bray had watched him very
narrowly, and about ten o’ clock on Friday evening
a terrible firing was heard in the Downs, which was
occasioned by an attack made by Captain Bray in
a row boat on Brown, who was also in a row boat.
Captain Bray boarded him, and though Brown
presented a blunderbuss, both of them not being

continued on next page >
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half a yard distance from each other, the Captain
was not daunted, one of his men seeing his brave
master in this situation, with a cutlass, cut Brown’s
cheek clean off, Bray seconded the stroke, and
with his cutlass nearly severed his head from
his body, and put a period to the existence of
this pirate’s life. Bray lost one man, and had one
wounded, Brown has, with himself, three killed,
two wounded, and two taken prisoners. Too much
praise cannot be given to Captain Bray for his
spirited behaviour, not only on this, but every
other occasion in his Majesty’s service, and were
another Cutter or two stationed in the Downs,
commanded by officers as spirited as himself,
there is no doubt but the swarms of smugglers at
Deal, would be soon extirpated.”

The Bells Ring out again at St. Andrew’s

W

ednesday 13th October was a wonderful day for St. Andrew’s
Church, Charmouth: we heard the bells ring out from the church
tower after an absence of many years.

A very generous benefactor, Mr Alan Buckingham, said he would like to donate
bells for St. Andrew’s church in memory of his late wife, Cynthia, whose ashes
are interred in the churchyard. Little did we know it would take almost three years
of research and commitment to bring this to fruition!
The church tower was too unstable to ring the three
existing bells so after time spent researching different companies, chose a system from Smith of
Derby. It is not a tape recording or CD copy of tunes
but works on the basis of 15 individual bell notes,
each note being a digital copy of a real bell. It has a
lovely resonance.

As a result of his success in fighting the smugglers,
he was awarded a Silver Cup by the Customs
Service in 1784 which can still be seen in their
Museum at Liverpool Docks with other items
relating to his exploits. The inscription reads:

Then came the interregnum and Covid!
With the arrival of our new Rector Chris Martin,
he got in touch with Alan Buckingham and started
the ball rolling again! After a great team effort by
Changing Spaces and the PCC, we finally heard
the glorious sound of church bells once more! The
response from our amazing village has been one of
overwhelming support, delight and positivity. Thank
you all so much - we were holding our breath!

For Mr. Gabriel Bray, Commander of the Nimble
Admiralty Cutter, presented by order of the
Commissioners of his Majesty’s Customs in
testimony of their approbation of an important
service rendered by him to the Revenue under
their management on 25th December 1784.
Alan Buckingham and Helen Hughes

Part 2 of the tale of Gabriel Bray Charmouth’s Famous Naval Hero and
Artist will appear in the next issue of
Shoreline.
In part 2 read about how Gabriel
Bray:
• witnessed Blanchard’s balloon
flight across the channel

We were also very fortunate to have Chris East helping, as his input on the installation day was invaluable. He and Bob Hughes also cleared about 14 bags of
bird droppings, nesting material and detritus from the bell tower which was much
appreciated by the engineer installing the equipment!
Our huge thanks go to Alan Buckingham for his very generous gift of these electronic bells in memory of his wife Cynthia. A plaque to commemorate the occasion will be presented at a dedication service.
Helen Hughes

• fought and captured smugglers
• was the key witness in a murder
trial
• endorsed a patent medicine
• moved to Charmouth in 1814
• designed a boat which won a
Silver Cup, and ...
•
•
•
•
•

The Alcyn bells were presented to St. Andrew’s church by
two people who came to Charmouth for a holiday and stayed
for a lifetime, enchanted by the village and the welcome of
those who had made it such an idyllic place to live.
It is hoped that the sound of the bells from the church will
provide extra joy on the happy times and a feeling of succour
and dignity on the solemn occasion … and may God bless all
who hear them.
“ … When all is done and for ever more
Let us bide hand in hand on the hallowed shore
Of Heaven’s eternally moonlit sea. … ”
Alan Buckingham

• became Churchwarden at St
Andrew’s

Charmouth Heritage: Preserve the past for future generations
Join the Charmouth Local History Society - charmouthlocalhistorysociety.org.uk
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News from St. Andrew’s Church

I

t’s been a busy few months at St Andrew’s. We are now
back to regular Sunday worship every Sunday morning at
9.30am and are grateful to the volunteers who make this
possible week by week.

We have also continued our visionbuilding project called ‘Journeying to
Our Heart’ and which we hope is an
imaginative way to uncover our desires
for what we want to see our church and
community become in the future. The
workshops we held across the Benefice
in the summer were well attended and
particular themes emerged which we
shall be exploring and acting upon in
the weeks and months to come.

You may have heard the sound of
church bells shortly before the service
begins? This is because, through the
kind generosity of a local benefactor,
the Church has had an electronic bell
system installed. The system projects
the sound of real church bells through
speakers, all at the push of a few
buttons! We are sincerely grateful to
the person who has kindly made it
possible – the bells are a reminder
that we are still here, still offering
thanksgivings, prayers and blessings
for Charmouth and the surrounding
communities week by week. The bell
system was dedicated at a special
service on Advent Sunday at the end
of November.
We welcomed Revd Sarah Godfrey to the Clergy Team at a
special service in September, which you can read about in
this issue of Shoreline. Sarah is settling in very well to the
clergy house in Lyme Regis. She brings with her considerable
parish experience and, as a member of the Clergy Team, will
be involved in leading worship in Charmouth and all the other
parishes in the team to which we belong.
The news from the Changing Spaces Team also continues to

W

The large banner in Charmouth church
reads, ‘We are living in active hope.’
Hope has often felt in short supply
these last 18 months or so. But, as
we approach the festive period, we pray that our hope will be
renewed through the one who came to share in our lives that
first Christmas, that we might share in His.
Revd Chris Martin

CHRISTMAS SERVICES
19th Dec - 6.30pm Carol service
24th Dec - 3pm Crib service and 7pm Eucharist

Changing Spaces

ith Covid-19 restrictions easing, the Charmouth
Changing Spaces team can at long last start to plan
for a new season of events.

The last concert organised by Changing Spaces was the ‘Piano
Spectacular with Edward Jacobs’ held on 27th February 2020,
just before the first ‘lockdown’ occurred.
We are pleased to say that Edward is keen to restart our events
with another similar concert when circumstances permit. It
would be a happy coincidence to be able to be able to pick up
where we left off pre-pandemic. Details will be published in due
course.
Following on from that, we hope to reinstate the Lunchtime
Concert season in the Spring and also to reintroduce Free eXchange Café events.

S

be very exciting and we remain blessed indeed to have John
Smith’s considerable expertise and enthusiasm in helping us
gather momentum for the next phase of development of this
sacred space for the benefit of all.

Helen Hughes has kindly agreed to co-ordinate the future
events with support from the rest of the team.
Anyone who would like to provide additional help with the events
is asked to contact Helen at helenhughes40@btinternet.com for
details.
Also, if any reader would like to suggest an event and provide
contact details, this information would be welcome.

Music for a Sunday Afternoon at St Andrew’s
12th December at 3.00pm
Come and hear some delightful piano music.
Free entry but donations invited. Sorry - no refreshments available.

Project Update

ince my last update, the team have been busy
identifying and meeting local suppliers to learn about
their products and services that will help us meet
the challenges of the project.
To help us further, we have expanded the wider project delivery
team to bring in specialist professionals: architects benjamin
+ beauchamp & architectural lighting designer Paul Covell. As
a result, I can positively report that a faculty application was
successfully made in October to the Diocese of Salisbury
for informal review. Thanks to the team who have made this
possible.
Looking ahead, the projects priorities for 2022 are as follows:
Priority 1. – Permission
To make a formal application early in 2022 with the goal of

receiving permission to start work on site early next summer.
Priority 2. – Sustainability – Net Zero Carbon
As part of the projects remit, the team are investigating
opportunities to create a more sustainable church. It is using
a recently commissioned energy audit and good practice from
the Church of England Net Zero Carbon programme to help
St Andrew’s make a small and yet positive contribution to the
important societal issue of climate change.
Priority 3. – Fundraising
To help identify funding partners to help with Phase 2 and
Phase 3: the Church Tower.
John Smith, Project Manager
SHORELINE WINTER 2021 / ISSUE 44
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Charmouth Knit and Natter

C

harmouth Knit and Natter group, with about fourteen
regular members, meet in the Club Room of St
Andrew’s Community Hall at 2pm every Thursday for
two hours. During the past eighteen months, despite the
severe restrictions, we have continued to support two main
charities with knitted items – over 300 items during the
‘lock-down’ period.

Baby Bear supports mothers and their new born babies in
South Africa. Many new-born babies could leave hospital without
any appropriate clothes so layettes are knitted to include a
blanket, jumper, hat, booties, mittens and a small teddy. Over
the past year we have provided over fifty of these layettes. The
charity also provides the mothers with other essentials such as
soap and nappies.
STEP support refugee children in Iraq providing them with
‘drop-in’ centres with safe play areas and informal small group
education. We have sent them, via a local contact, more than
150 trauma teddies and 150 hats, jumpers and blankets.
Recently, we have been able to donate jumpers and blankets
to the Refuge, supporting families who find themselves in
desperate circumstances, in Dorchester.
Over the past several years the group have sent a monthly
donation to Awaken Love, a charity supporting orphans in
Kenya, to help a young lady called Cynthia to get an education.
Cynthia has now finished school and is hoping to move onto
higher education. We have decided to give our financial support
to another thirteen-year-old girl called Anisha, who recently
joined the orphanage with her brother as both her parents died,
with her basic education to give her start in life.
The knitted items are always well received and, as a group we
are delighted to be able to continue supporting these charities
financially when we can. Lots of you come to our twice-yearly
Coffee Mornings where we raise funds for the charities but
also to buy wool and we thank you for your support. We, too, all
benefit in knowing our time has been well spent. Friendships and
mutual support for each other have been maintained throughout
the unprecedented past months and now continues weekly at St
Andrew’s Community Hall. If you enjoy knitting, or want to learn
to knit or develop your knitting skills, please consider joining
us on a Thursday afternoon. Several members work on their
own knitting projects as well as helping with the charity knitting.
Some people rarely come on a Thursday but still enjoy knitting
as part of the group. There is always plenty of opportunity
for ‘nattering’!!!
Ring Jan Coleman 01297 561625 to find out more.
10
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New Team Vicar in the
Golden Cap Benefice

n the evening of Tuesday 7th September, we
were delighted to welcome Rev. Sarah Godfrey
as the new Golden Cap Team Vicar, at a special
Licensing service at St Andrew’s, Charmouth, led by
Bishop Karen Gorham, the Bishop of Sherborne.

Photo caption L to R: Archdeacon the Ven. Penny Sayer, Rev. Sarah Godfrey, Bishop
Karen Gorham, Rev. Chris Martin and Rev. Ginny Luckett. Photo courtesy: Rose
Trafford

Friends and colleagues from Sarah’s previous parishes
travelled down to offer their support for her new ministry,
though they were obviously sad to be losing her.
Churchwardens and parishioners from across the Benefice,
as well as local clergy from the Deanery, came to offer
their support too and there were warm welcomes for Sarah
from representatives of a variety of local organisations and
bodies including Salisbury Cathedral, Lyme Regis Town
Council, the RNLI, the Royal British Legion, Lyme Regis
Baptist Church, St Michael’s Primary School, Lym Valley
Scouts and local Funeral Directors.
In Bishop Karen’s sermon, she encouraged Sarah, and us
all, to “Be the person God has called you to be” and the
evening ended with a glass of prosecco or non-alcoholic
fizz, to celebrate Sarah’s arrival and a full team of clergy for
the Golden Cap Benefice once again.
Special thanks are due to Alex Davies on the organ, to all
those who took part in the service, to Rose Wheeler and
Anne Follett for such beautiful floral decorations and to
Rose Trafford for taking photographs.
We pray for Sarah and her family, especially in these first
few weeks as they find their way around everything and
everywhere.
Rev. Chris Martin

Nick Shannon
Furniture maker and restorer
ROADSTEAD FARM, CHIDEOCK
Tel: 07425 172486 e-mail: njshan5@gmail.com
Call for quotes on handmade kitchens, tables, shelving,
furniture for house and garden, shepherds huts and much
more….using environmentally friendly timber.

Support for Library

E

ven in these troubled times the
generous spirit of Charmouth
shines through. Plants,
jigsaws and hundreds of eminently
saleable clean paperbacks have
been donated to us to resell to
boost Library funds. These have
predominantly been sold outside the
Library in our Plant, Craft and Book
sales and our summer sales on the
Foreshore. We are very grateful for
all these donations. Thanks are due to the Parish Council
for their permission to hold sales, and also to Charmouth
Heritage Coast Centre staff who not only lent us tables, but
helped carry them outside too.
Overall these sales have raised over £600 in the year. Important
to us as our activities within the Library have been severely
restricted. Bookings at the Clematis Room have started to
pick up as various groups are able to restart. It is bright, warm,
has facilities for making drinks etc and will take up to 16 or so
people comfortably, subject to any Covid restrictions. Let me
know if you are interested and I will put you in touch with the
Booking Secretary.
Post Office Thursdays are continuing with around 50 customers
each week although it will get busier as we move towards
Christmas. It’s usually quieter in the afternoon so queues are
generally shorter. Hours are still 10.15 to 1.00pm and 1.30 to
3.15pm. For those who envy Peter, the Post Office manager
these relatively short hours, remember he lives near Yeovil,
picks up his Post Office equipment en route and has to set up
and test it before opening for business. At the end of the day, he
cashes up, returns all to the Post Office in time for parcels etc to
be processed that night, so he does put in the extra hours!
Finally, thanks to Neil Mattingly who gave us around 400
postcards of 1950s Charmouth which illustrate this article and
are being sold alongside our books, CDs and jigsaws. The beach
scene highlights how much has been lost to coastal erosion. The
view down Old Lyme Road highlights just how much Charmouth
has gained through housing development.
Bob Hughes

Dorset Climate Action Network
DorsetCAN is making great strides creating a network
across Dorset to bring together groups and individuals aware
of the climate crisis and keen to help support changes. We
have teams who are involved in energy, transport, land use,
waste and advocacy. Several of our core team are residents
of Lyme and Charmouth.
Recently we held an Open Greener Homes event across
Dorset which gave people the chance to look round at
houses installed with air source heat pumps, solar panels
and other green house and garden systems. Our transport
team are busy liaising with Dorset Council, transport groups
and the community looking at how best to help reduce our
extensive reliance on cars. The recently set up waste section
will be looking primarily on how to help communities reduce
waste going to Land Fill or incineration.
The Land Use team will be launching the Girt Dorset Hedge,
a trans-Dorset hedge linking together existing and new
hedgerows to create wildlife corridors across Dorset. For
more information visit www.dorsetcan.news. It’s free to join
and we have a brilliant Newsletter and regular interesting
talks. Our next talk on the 10th November will be Restoring
Natures Networks with FWAG and Natural England.
Julie Leah

FUNDRAISING SUCCESS

A

rchie (11)
and Rosie
Whatmore (8)
have completed their
challenge of walking
Stonebarrow Hill 65
times in memory
of their wonderful
Grandad, Steve Pratt.
Their dedication
and Steve’s popularity were a perfect match as the
fundraising total reached £4,045, over six times their
initial target of £650.
The funds have been split evenly between Weldmar
Hospicecare, who supported Steve and his family when
they needed it most, and Charmouth Football Club, of
which he was Chairman and a dedicated supporter for 30
years, with each cause receiving £2022.50.
During the challenge, the children conquered the hill in
hot sunshine, thick fog, driving rain and even hail! They
spent time with friends and family, were joined by their
teachers at Charmouth Primary School, had dinner
delivered at the top and played cowpat frisbee.
Rosie’s highlight was running down the steep hill with
the long grass and doing never-ending roly polys. Archie
loved that it was different every
time.
The walks gave them many
opportunities to talk about their
Grandad and remember the
good times that they had with
him, as well as hear stories
about him from others.
The 65th walk was particularly
special, the children were
joined by dozens of supporters
on their final walk to the top,
where they were met with balloons, treats, cake and the
loudest cheers.
Archie and Rosie would like to thank everyone for their
support and donations throughout the challenge. ‘It has
been fun and exciting, we are very proud of what we have
achieved.’
‘Thank you all.’

WANTED - AD man or lady!
There is a vacancy on the
Shoreline Editorial team
for a volunteer advertising
manager to look after
existing advertisers
and to search out new
businesses willing to
support future issues of
Shoreline.
Anyone interested should contact us at:
editor@shoreline-charmouth.co.uk
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An interview with John Berridge - Part 1
when I was told that I would have to night-fly that
evening. I pre-flight checked the aircraft and the
crew turned up. We did a series of take offs and
roller landings (where on landing you set the
aircraft to take off configuration and off you go
again). When all the engines reached 4 PSI boost
pressure during the take-off run, I had to make the
call, ‘all engines responding’.
The plan was to do a low-level night flight over
Devon and Cornwall and return to Colerne taking
about one and a quarter hours. On arrival back
there was a pilot crew change and off we went for
another series of take offs and roller landings. On
the fourth roller landing, the aircraft landed a little
bit further down the runway than normal.

Pictured above are the aircraft that John flew. From
bottom to top they are Hastings, VC10 and Boeing 747.

The RAF
I was seventeen when I joined the RAF as a Halton
apprentice in 1951. I was to train as an engine
fitter. After a three-year course I was posted to
RAF stations in Southern England – that included
Boscombe Down where they were testing the
latest aircraft developments. From there I served in
Malta, Cyprus, Aden and Somalia.
When the RAF announced they were recruiting
Flight Engineers I thought to myself, ‘why work
under them when I could work in them?’ After a
long series of exams, aptitude tests, team-building
exercises and a rather stringent medical, I was
accepted for Flight Engineering training.
On completion of the course, I was posted to
RAF Colerne in Wiltshire to fly Hastings with 36
Squadron. The flight deck crew of a Hastings
aircraft in the RAF consisted of a Captain, Co-pilot,
Navigator, Flight Engineer, and Signaller, who
handled the communications. The Signaller was
the first to become redundant in later years, thanks
to improvements in radios and communications.
So, what is the purpose of having a Flight Engineer
on the flight deck? They would have completed an
extensive technical course on the particular aircraft
they were to operate and acted as adviser to the
Captain, especially when things aren’t going to
plan with any of the aircraft systems. He also had
to navigate the aircraft using radio aids.

The usual take-off procedure was carried out and
when we reached 4 PSI boost pressure I duly
called out ‘all engines responding…’ and was
amazed when all the throttles came back instead
of continuing forward to full power! I repeated
myself quickly and there was a delay before the
training Captain yelled, ‘roll it, roll it for God’s sake
roll it,’ and the throttles went from one end of the
box to the other.
All the engines went to maximum power, and we
continued down the runway, straight through the
wooden perimeter fence, across the road and
hit the road with such force it caused us to get
airborne at well under our take off flying speed. We
passed across a small field, through a gap in some
trees and sank down into a valley over Bath.
We were now out of sight for the control tower,
desperately trying to increase flying speed.
Eventually we appeared above the horizon and
the control tower asked if operations were normal.
There was now a brief discussion as to the state
of the aircraft. The undercarriage was to be left
down after the impact that occurred while crossing
the road.
The Signaller called for a flare path to be put down
and we spent the next half hour flying backwards
and forwards over that path, while observers on
the ground tried to ascertain if the aircraft had
indeed been damaged. Meantime I was examining
the outside of the aircraft from above using a very
bright Aldis lamp.

of the subsequent court of enquiry, the ‘All engines
responding’ call was removed from the check list.
I decided that someone up there was looking after
us that night.
In foreign climes
In 1965 we found ourselves posted to Singapore
to join 48 Squadron, flying Hastings. These aircraft
were capable of passenger flying, para-troop
dropping and supply dropping, sometimes at very
low level. We carried these operations out over
dense jungle on the Malaysian northern border and
Borneo territories.

One especially interesting flight was from
Singapore to Madras, Bombay and Delhi where I
had three Gurkha passengers onboard, all holders
of the Victoria Cross. How often does that happen?
When 48 squadron was disbanded we found
ourselves back in the UK at Lindholme in South
Yorkshire, training Navigators in the art of radarbomb aiming. It was then I decided that I had had
enough of the RAF and applied to all the airlines.
BOAC said they were hiring and so after more
exams, tests and medicals I was accepted for
training on the Boeing 707 aircraft.
I left the RAF on a Friday night and started with
BOAC on the following Monday morning in July
1968. At the final interview I was told that I would
be trained on the Boeing 707. Yet on arrival I was
shown into the Chief Flight Engineers office, and
he told me that I was joining the VC10 fleet. When
I queried this, he asked if I still wanted a job with
the company? The VC10 was a far better aircraft
to operate in and I am very glad that things turned
out this way!
Part 2 of this article will be printed in the next issue
of Shoreline due to be published in Spring 2022.

Aldis lamp in use
RAF Colerne in Wiltshire

A nighttime adventure
While at Colerne I was involved in a nighttime
flying incident. I had already flown that morning
and was just thinking about going home for tea,
12
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Eventually it was decided that we would land on
the runway and hope that all went well. Thankfully
the landing was normal, and we came to a
standstill without further ado. We were all very
lucky to walk away without any injuries! As a result

This article was previously published in the Golden
Cap magazine and is reproduced here with the kind
permission of the editor.

National Coastwatch Institution (NCI)

National
Coastwatch

Lyme Bay QAVS
E Y E S

their high standards. Our training reflects this and consists of
on-the-job training and classroom presentations. When Trainees
are ready, they undergo two assessments. These are “open book”
assessments to show that the various Watchkeeper skills have
been achieved. Once successful the Trainee becomes a qualified
Watchkeeper and is permitted to work solo at either the Hive and/
or Charmouth lookouts. Trainees are under no pressure to qualify
until they and we are happy. Much also depends on a person’s
past experience and spare time available. It is possible to become
qualified in three months and many people take longer – it’s up to
the individual.

						

A L O N G

T H E

C O A S T

National Coastwatch Institution (NCI) – Local
Volunteering and Training

W

e are looking for more local volunteers to work
for the National Coastwatch at Charmouth. We
can already draw on our wider Lyme Bay NCI
personnel resources but only have a handful of volunteers
who actually live in or around Charmouth. Most volunteers
are not local and come from as far afield as Wells, Yeovil,
Honiton and Poole and we would like to redress this.

So which subjects do we cover? Observation, plotting and
logging of marine traffic; map and marine chartwork skills; vessel
identification; understanding weather and sea conditions. You
will be taught on how to use marine VHF radios and will take a
formal qualification for a Royal Yachting Association Short Range
Certificate paid for by the Coastwatch.

Volunteering for the Coastwatch is not onerous. No previous
experience with the sea is required as full training is given
– more below. Our Watchkeepers who have such varied
backgrounds bring a broad range of transferable life skills. We
only expect a minimum commitment of two, four-hour watches
per month although many of our Watchkeepers do far more. It’s
entirely up to the individual.
There is no upper age limit and our key requisites are the
abilities to see and hear with any appropriate aids, complete
logbooks, and communicate with other agencies such as the
Coastguard. We also like our volunteers to have some basic
IT skills i.e. emailing and accessing the internet – nothing
complicated!
Initially, potential volunteers are taken on as Applicants. This
gives them a chance to attend watches and see whether
being a Watchkeeper is for them. Most will then stay on and
become Trainees. As a Trainee you will always be with a
qualified Watchkeeper and complete your initial training at our
main lookout at Hive Beach. We also like to see Trainees at
Charmouth for familiarisation purposes.
The Coastwatch has a Memorandum of Understanding with
HM Coastguard (HMCG) and we are expected to work to meet

Most importantly, we train on how to deal with incidents which
use all the aforementioned skills. This is the part where the
Coastwatch can contribute to saving lives along the coast. We do
this by reporting key information to HMCG or other emergency
agencies and continuing to monitor and report on the situation.
Just to be clear you will not be expected to abseil off cliffs or dash
into the sea as this is all down to the Coastguard, RNLI and other
emergency services as appropriate.
Our volunteers find our work rewarding and there is always the
challenge of learning something new whether you have prior
nautical experience or not. Even when qualified we promote
continual personal development and attendance on refresher
courses. It’s not all work, COVID permitting we also get together
for PR and social events. So why not give us a try!
To find out more our national website is www.nci.org,uk or contact
our Lyme Bay Station Manager, Judy Clarke, email: lyme.bay@
nci.org.uk telephone: 07786 354403
We rely on public donations, and if you wish to help support our
activities visit our JustGiving page:
https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/ncilymebay or pop by
either lookout if you want to make a contribution in person.
Mike Seaman, Lyme Bay NCI Deputy Station Manager
(Charmouth Sector)
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Charmouth has Hedgehogs!

his year Charmouth seems to have had a promising
number of hedgehog sightings and evidence of their
presence in the form of distinctive dark tapered
droppings, which sometimes look like a dark slug, has
been seen in several gardens. The UK’s only spiny mammal
is in serious decline and there are many factors at play,
several of which we can help with.
Hedgehogs are found both in the countryside and urban and
suburban areas. As the name suggests, traditionally they would
be found near hedges which are an ideal nesting site, providing
a good supply of food, protection from predators and corridors
to move along. Pastures used for grazing are also important
foraging areas for hedgehogs. The right kinds of gardens
can provide hedgehogs with a plentiful supply of food, both
natural and supplementary, as well as many potential nest sites
for breeding, resting and hibernation. For these reason urban
areas have become a stronghold for hedgehogs in recent
years.
They have home ranges of around 10- 20 hectares,
which means that any one hedgehog might travel
around at least half of Charmouth. They will roam on
average 2 km per night searching for food and potentially up to 3 km in the case of males searching for a female.
Hedgehogs are widely recognised as a potential ally in the garden. They are carnivorous and generalists, eating invertebrates
such beetles, slugs, caterpillars and earwigs depending on
which invertebrates are abundant throughout the spring to autumn. They are also opportunists and will eat carrion, frogs, baby
rodents and birds, birds eggs and fallen fruit, much of which
contains invertebrates as well.
These two factors are critical to why hedgehog numbers have
declined – they need a network of gardens to roam around
and they need those gardens to have plenty of invertebrates.
Fragmentation is a major issue with fences replacing hedging,
walls, new developments, and busier roads all breaking up green
spaces that hedgehogs depend upon.
Hedgehog Highways
We can make their life a little easier by making holes in or under
our garden fences and walls for them to pass through. These
DIY hedgehog highways only need to be approximately 13cm x
13cm. This is too small for most dogs to escape from gardens.
You can even buy gravel boards with a hedgehog hole ready
cut! Planting more hedges and keeping existing hedges wide
is the ideal option. The wider and denser a hedge, the more
biodiversity it supports providing benefits to all wildlife.

Make a pond
Ponds, with safe access into and out of for mammals, support
a huge range of biodiversity which can help provide food and
a source of water for hedgehogs as well as suppporting other
wildlife.
Avoid or reduce using pesticides and herbicides
The use of slug pellets and herbicidal weedkillers all impact
upon invertebrate populations that our small mammals and
birds rely upon. Even chemicals licensed and promoted as earth
friendly and safe are increasingly being shown to have negative
impacts upon our soil micro-organisms and complex ecosystems of invertebrates. See the Pesticide Action Network UK for
more information.
Supplementary food
The particular concern this year is that, with the warm
Autumn weather, late litters have been spotted in parts
of the country. Hoglets from a second litter would
need to put on weight very quickly to prepare for
hibernation and going into a state of torpor. While it
is still warm and wet there will be food around but as
soon as the weather cools, the invertebrate supply will
go into hiding and the hedgehogs will be vulnerable, so young
hedgehogs born at this time of the year will not last the winter
unless supported by supplementary feeding.
Providing meat-based dog or cat food will replicate the high protein diet required. Place food outside at dusk in a shallow dish
and put in a sheltered area of your garden, or create a feeding
station with bricks, pipes and / or logs to prevent other animals from getting the food. A source of water is important too.
Specially made hedgehog foods exist and can be bought from
most local pet and garden stores as can hedgehog houses (the
wooden ones are safest for them) for hibernation and nesting.
Hedgehog Street is a UK wide campaign to inform the public
and support hedgehog research including a map that you can
log your sightings onto. Charmouth Green group would like to
link to the Hedgehog Street campaign to create a hedgehog
friendly village with hedgehog highways, more ponds and reduced use of pesticides. If you would like to join our campaign,
please contact me:
Julie Leah at Charmouthgreengroup@gmail.com.

The Arts Society West Dorset
Come and join us for our Christmas Lecture

Leave a mess!
Piles of cut twigs and logs and leaf piles provide ideal foraging
and resting sites. As a true hibernator, hedgehogs need a
sheltered place for hibernation, and they also need the leaf litter
to line the hibernation site with. As a gardener, I have more than
once found hedgehogs curled up in beautifully woven leaves
from plants such as carex and iris that they have carefully
wrapped around themselves having gathered leaves in first.
With this in mind, please be careful when tidying the garden over
the Winter months and, if you do uncover one, cover it back up
well and leave it alone.

December 16th. 2.30pm Bridport Town Hall
Here we are again: The Great British Pantomime
Speaker: Tony Lidington on the evolution of the
pantomime from the Georgian Era to today!
More info on our website: taswestdorset.org.uk
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Charmouth Local History Society

T

he Society was pleased to be able to welcome some 55
members and visitors to our Annual General Meeting
on 17th September 2021. This was the first time that we
had been able to get together since before the beginning of
the pandemic and everyone was clearly pleased to meet up
and chat once more.

The talk for the evening was “Charmouth Beach – scenes from
its past”, another well-researched and lavishly illustrated talk
by Neil Mattingly. Because we were not sure how many people
would attend, we adopted a new format for the talk. Neil had
prepared the talk as a pre-recorded YouTube style presentation.
This had the great benefit of being able to be seen after the
AGM by linking to YouTube. Members who were not able to
attend in person, and those wishing to see it again, were able
to view it on TV at home. Some people were disappointed
that there was not a live commentary as the talk proceeded.
However, Committee member Mary Saunders livened up the
proceedings by introducing the talk in period bathing costume.
Two of the display boards funded by the National Lottery
Heritage Fund (NLHF) grant were on display and the evening
was, in fact, a dry-run for the equipment to be used for our
planned pop-up exhibitions. We will announce the dates for
these exhibitions in due course and will feature different aspects
of the Village’s heritage. In addition we are planning at least two
other talks. Members will be advised of more details later.

CHARMOUTH FREE CHURCH

O

n 1st January 2017, after
the sale of our beloved
Chapel, the inaugural
service of Charmouth Free
Church took place in the
Club Room of St. Andrew’s
Community Hall in Lower Sea
Lane. In contrast to the wellknown supermarket tag line
‘when it’s gone it’s gone’, this
has been a freeing experience,
no more money worries, no salaries to pay, so we can
give our offerings to local and global causes. We are
not attached to any particular denomination though
I am an accredited Methodist Lay Preacher & Robin
trained as a Lay Reader in the Anglican Church. We
simply follow the Lord’s Commandment: Love one
another as I have loved you. At 11am every Sunday, we
gather together to talk, laugh, pray, be still, sometimes
cry, to listen & to worship.
I have been reading recently about Corrie Ten Boom and
her family, who during the Second World War, worked in
the resistance in the Netherlands. They helped about 800
people. Many of them were Jewish. Corrie was betrayed
and spent 10 months in imprisonment in Scheveningen and
in the concentration camps Vught and Ravensbrück
For three months, Corrie was in solitary confinement
in the Scheveningen prison. After a few weeks she
was interrogated by a Nazi-officer. He wanted to know
everything about her faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. One
day, Corrie was summoned into his office where he had on
his desk a great pile of papers. These papers contained all
kinds of information about people in the resistance which
could result in the death sentence of many. In the chaos
of the raid, they had forgotten to take the papers into the
hiding place. Corrie was asked if she recognized them, and
she said no. Amazingly the officer replied “me neither “and
threw the papers in the fireplace where the flames burned
them.
We have all got our secrets and have done things we’re
not proud of and at some point, we too will face up to
our mistakes and wrongdoings. But do you know what?
God, our Father will say to us: “I do not know what you are
talking about. The charge which stood against you, I have
taken away, I have nailed it to the cross.”
I love this village and its community, so many kind generous
people living here and the best triple chocolate brownies
in the world! As we approach the Christmas season let’s
treasure what we have and look out for one another.
Come & Join us! All are Welcome! Be Free! #Share the
love!
Alison C. Taylor - alisonctaylor@aol.com

The other strand of the NLHF grant funded activities relates to
our new website which is currently under development by a local
professional website designer.

The Post Office is operating in
Charmouth on two days only,
at the Library on Thursdays
between 10:15 - 13:00 and
13:30 - 15:15 each week and
we’ve now managed to open
up on Fridays at the Hollands
Room 10:00 - 15:00.
Steve Smith
Sub-Postmaster, Crewkerne Post Office

Roger Sansom
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THE 1970’s: 50 years
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THE

50 years not out.

mother in the early days. “I’m thinking
‘why am I here?’ among people who know
nothing about me or my family.” Her mood
not helped by having to visit Dr Anderson
“for the first time.”
And, then, on a return visit to her former
neighbour in Pelsall, near Walsall: “I am
‘home’ now. Such an indescribable feeling
of comfort. I daydream of coming back to
my own people and place.”
Dennis and Florence Pearce

I

t’s been exactly half a century since my
parents, Dennis and Florence Pearce,
took a big leap of faith and left their
home and jobs on the edge of the Black
Country to move and work in Charmouth.
Those nervous days were based on little
more than a liking for the village on this
glorious coastline during a holiday some
years before.
They would joke about lazy days spent by
the seaside compared with the belching
chimneys of nearby Walsall, which was
still very much a bustling industrial town
at the height of its power.
What they found was very different.
Charmouth was a village clinging to the
old ways of life with strict closing times
for the shops and what seemed a slow
moving, immovable workforce who would
explain late arrivals and tardy work as
being on “Charmouth time.”
Did it wear thin? Yes - very quickly. There
was an impatience to get things done and
gloomy reports of limited choice in the
nearest sizeable town of Bridport, which
seemed as if it was still shaking off the
dust from Thomas Hardy.
But I didn’t appreciate how tricky it had
been until reading my late mother’s
diaries of those long-ago early months.
Or, indeed, how difficult it was for a couple
in mid-life - they were 50 and in need
of jobs, rather than retirees - dealing
with what was more of a closed-up local
society.
My mother had been a teacher in local
schools, a full range of primary, secondary
modern and a big comprehensive. It
seemed non-stop and as a child our
house was full of a parade of friends and
neighbours.
My dad was a self-employed gardener
so thought, perfectly reasonably, that
gardens around Charmouth with views of
the sea were preferable to those which
were land-locked or near big towns.
So what was early 1970’s Charmouth like
for newcomers?
“Lonely and perplexed again,” wrote my
16
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The process of joining in was slow. At the
Women’s Institute she was surrounded
by older women who mostly seemed to
answer to their second name. “Met Mrs
Creed, Mrs Skinner, Mrs Bevington, Mrs
Koppenhaunt…”
Or attending a bread making
demonstration in the village hall. “Felt
out of it - people have their own friends.”
She went to a WI meeting at Wootton
Fitzpaine. “Sat by Mrs Gray who won the
poster competition and met Mrs Nan
Matthews who told me about the country
dance.”
And so to folk dancing:”Met Mrs Gunn
and Mrs Saville (twins), Mrs Taylor and
two Dorothy’s.” There were “Mrs Butler at
the library,” and “Miss O’Neill at a garden
meeting” with Miss Dimond and Mrs
Peacock and a “lady with poorly feet,” Mrs
Lewis.
These were the days of of pot roast
and peas at the Harbour Inn, Axmouth,
chicken in the basket at Shave Cross. It
was still possible to get a stereo unit “on
trial” from Currys, Bridport and the TV was
rented from Axminster.
Purchases included a ‘short white
macintosh jacket’ for £7.60 and white
crimplene dress for £6. A hair perm was
£4.50 in the village. A beach hut - number
11 - was hired for just £1.50p for the
entire winter.
There were regular events at the
Hammond’s Mead hotel - later a site for
many new homes with a view of the sea with coffee mornings for Cheshire Homes.
But slowly and surely, there seems
a mood shift and a thaw. The appeal
of Charmouth and its people began.
Suddenly, first names began to emerge,
as with Hazel and Sylvia. They went to
The George for a drink together.
And after seeing “Miss Child and her
sister, Gordon called and gave us a sherry.
It’s his 60th birthday. We looked around
his bungalow.”
There was the friendly Mrs Forsey, Tricia,
Pat Skinner (no longer ‘Mrs’) and Bert
Smith. Heather Dauncey at Knapp House,
Charmouth (husband Len) became a
good friend. Names emerge on the diary

pages as if from another age: Ron and
Betty from The Singing Kettle, Bill and
Margaret, Mary and Charlie, Gwen and
Derek, Joan and Vic.
A cheese and wine party at The Court
Hotel, hosted by Ken Stapleford and son
Christopher and visits to the Charmouth
Society in the WI Hall where she gave a
vote of thanks to Miss Kendrew after her
talk on ‘making small gifts.’
My dad, in the meantime, was in
demand. Once he was established with
his first customer and showed how he
could transform a garden, more work
followed. He quickly filled his week with
local people like Mrs Passmore, Audrey
Aychurch and the Rams, who lived
virtually opposite their home in Downside,
Old Lyme Road.
There were no complaints from him about
the slower-paced social life, either. One
of the many joys of working locally in
Charmouth meant, then as now, no long
commute. He had been used to queuing
through towns. He was now just minutes
away from his working locations.
Where was I during all this? Travelling
the world as a Fleet Street entertainment
journalist and gratefully swanning in
to Charmouth between far away trips,
oblivious to my parents early struggles
settling in to their new home.
“In just over a week,” wrote my mother at
one point, “Garth has been to Sweden,
Poland, New York, Los Angeles and
Chicago.” I would arrive with my wife
Davina and use the village and its
fabulous scenery as a restorative, before
catching another plane.
The village, for me, became a place to rest
after the likes of touring Europe with The
Rolling Stones, America with The Who
and Scandinavia with Abba. There were
also a variety of film locations (more than
300 in the end) which took me to Costa
Rica in the West and Japan in the East.
Having spent nearly three years of my
life in Hollywood and having interviewed
virtually every famous actor during a
career of 50 years, I would welcome a
return to our house in Berkshire.
But I’d often be thinking, in particular, of
the walk across Stonebarrow and Golden
Cap in to the relaxing embrace of the
old front bar of The Anchor in Seatown.
And that leisurely wander down The
Street with what seemed a pub’ at every
corner, starting with the New Inn virtually
opposite Old Lyme Road.
There was the thatched Charmouth
House, the rather gaunt Coach and
Horses with its dark brown furniture and
The Star, quirkily tucked away behind
continued on next page >

>continued from previous page

what was Dampiers, the village shop. (Only the Royal Oak and
The George survive).
I was aware, though, of an uplift in mood, helped by a teaching
job for my mother at the old village school in Lower Sea Lane
working for the late headmistress, Thelma Pascall.There was
also a serious illness, from which she recovered to write:”It
seems grand now just to be able to see the sea and sky and the
golds, bronzes, reds and mellow brown of Autumn. Perhaps now
I shall be grateful for every lovely minute?”
They bought another house, swapping sensational views for the
joys of a level walk to the sea and village, instead of the long
climb back to Old Lyme Road. A bungalow, one of six built in the
1960’s, became available in a cul-de-sac called Parkway.
Garth and Davina Pearce

It was here that my mother wrote her two novels, No Work
Today and Essie, (published by Futura, a division of Macdonald
& Co), a long-held promise to herself after having short stories
published in various magazines for half her life.
I was in full flow of writing books myself at this stage and
always found Charmouth in general and this home in particular
conducive for clearing the mind before tapping at the keys of
what was - then - an electric typewriter.
And, suddenly and inspiringly, her old friends from the West
Midlands decided to buy there too. Old next door neighbours
from Pelsall, Wilf and Doreen Wilkinson, once again moved next
door. They were then flanked by friends Horace and Iris Cutler,
who moved to the other side.
Result: happiness.

I inherited the bungalow in which they spent many good times,
so am now a second property owner. You can’t defend the
indefensible, so I won’t try. But I pay full council tax and keep the
place as a holiday home rather than rental for ourselves, two
daughters and their families, to continue to enjoy the qualities of
this special place.
I don’t regard the passage of time with regret or missed
opportunities, either. The old order slips by, taking its more formal
times with it. Most of the names in my mother’s diary have
passed fondly in to memory.
In Charmouth a new outward-looking energy has taken over. It
has probably never been in more demand as a place to live and
a village to treasure. We are fortunate to experience such times.
Garth Pearce
Prep time: 10 minutes
Cook time: 30 minutes
Total time: 40 minutes

Roasted Kale and Green Beans
with Salmon Fillet in a Parsley
and Garlic Butter with Capers
and Cocktail Prawns
For a quick, simple yet healthy meal this traybake dish gives
you all you need. It can be prepared ahead ready to pop into
the oven for the last 15 minutes.
Perfect for a dinner for 2 or increase the numbers and you have
a relaxing dinner party main course which can be served with
Dauphinois Potatoes or Polenta Chips.
It’s a good idea to have some rolls of parsley and garlic butter
ready prepared. They can be frozen. I like to make up a batch
of different flavours to add to cooked vegetables such as
carrots, sprouts or mashed vegetables, sauté mushrooms or
any other sautéed dishes. great for using any leftover herbs
from previous dishes.

Cook for a further 10-12 minutes until
the salmon is just cooked.

Serves 2
Ingredients:
2 x 100g salmon fillets, skinned
100 g Kale, coarsely chopped and
stemmed
100 g green beans, ends trimmed,
cooked al dente salt and coarse
black pepper
100 g cocktail prawns, drained
1 tbsp capers, drained
Parsley and Garlic Butter:
60g butter
2 cloves garlic, peeled and chopped
2 tbsp chopped parsley
Optional extras:
1 tsp chilli flakes
1 tsp sweet paprika
Method:
Wash the kale well and pat dry. Melt
40g butter and toss the kale, coating
thoroughly.
Put into a shallow baking dish and
roast for 12-15 minutes 180C/Gas
mark 4 until starting to crisp. Toss
well.Place the green beans on top
of the kale, then top with the salmon
fillets.
Season with salt and pepper. Place
a 10g coin of butter over each fillet.
If using sprinkle with chilli flakes or
paprika.

Sprinkle the prawns and capers over
the dish and heat through for 3-4
minutes.
Parsley and Garlic Butter
Soften the butter slightly and stir
in the garlic and parsley. Mix well.
Using cling film to help, shape the
butter into a sausage shape.
Chill until ready to use.
Use two-thirds to start cooking the
kale and divide the rest into two
coins to top the salmon.
Tips: - I use the small cocktail
prawns found in the frozen fish
compartment.
If you’re not a fan of capers try sliced
black olives or chopped sun-dried
tomatoes..... or a mixture of your
choice. These are all added at the
last stage.
Here are some suggestions for
other flavours: Coriander and chilli
flakes; Parsley and mustard seeds
- great with gammon steaks; Sage
and lemon rind; Mint, coarse black
pepper, and finely chopped spring
onion - melt and drizzle over griddled
halloumi; Rosemary, orange rind and
ground coriander - great with broccoli
or spread over chicken breasts
before grilling; Coriander, turmeric
and nigella seeds.

Sheila Gilbey The Abbots House www.abbotshouse.co.uk
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Newlands
Leisure Centre

CHARMOUTH BADMINTON CLUB

INTRODUCTORY OFFER- WINTER MEMBERSHIP
New for 2021 we are offering a Winter Membership until April 1st 2022.
This includes free use of our indoor pool for each member. Reduced
membership fees for your children under 17 years.
£100 Adult 17+
£50 Junior 3-16yrs accompanied by an adult (only available if purchased
with an adult membership)
E&
2 years and under are free
ATE HIR
PRIV
S
SESSION
PAMPER
LE ON
AVAILAB
T
REQUES

Opening times:

Monday to Friday 9am - Last entry 4pm
Saturday & Sunday 9am - Last entry 1pm
Pool closes 15 minutes before the complex.
Closed for Christmas from 18th December 2021 - 4th January 2022

Ample Parking
Sauna & Hot Tub
Smart contemporary changing facilities
Hair dryers & Lockers
Hourly sessions operate during busy periods. Prebook
your session online 24 hours in advance.
Scan the QR code to book or visit
www.bookwhen.com/newlands. Alternatively, please call.

Newlands Holiday Park, Charmouth,
DT66RB.
01297 560259

charmouth

handmade
gifts local
textiles art
vintage
1 the arcade the street charmouth dorset dt6 6pu
herringbonecharmouth@gmail.com

MORGANS
From newspapers to nails
everything you might ever need.
8am - 5pm 7 DAYS A WEEK
4 The Arcade, The Street, Charmouth DT6 6PU

01297 560202

The 2019/20 West Dorset Badminton League season was
abandoned due to the lockdowns. Charmouth were having
a good season, riding high in Division Two due to solid
home form and battling
away performances
including a win at
Bishop’s Caundle.
Since July 2021, the
Badminton Club has
been able to meet again
and play at St Andrew’s
Community Hall.
Unfortunately, the league season for 2021/22 had been
cancelled before it started, due to the ongoing pandemic.
However, we continue to play every Monday evening from
8pm to 10pm and welcome new members – preferably
with some experience. Anyone interested can pop along or
contact me on 07870 662823.
Simon Farrington, secretary

herringbone
coastal creatives

At the much-delayed AGM of Charmouth Badminton Club,
Chairman Eric Samways stepped down after 35 years
in the role. Peter Campbell was elected to replace him.
At the same meeting, long-time Treasurer Trish Evans
also stepped down to be replaced by Lester Cawley.
Charmouth Badminton Club is much indebted to Eric and
Trish for their service.

Charmouth Pharmacy
Guang and his team helping to
care for our community.
Find all your health needs and
holiday essentials in store

Tel: 01297 560261

The Court - Charmouth
SMALL BUSINESS OFFICES
TO LET
Tel: 01297 560033
07758 708802

PLEASE SUPPORT SHORELINE’S ADVERTISERS
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Charmouth Gardeners’ Summer Show
George Cup – Best Exhibit in Fruit & Vegetables 		
Ron Dampier
Clouzy Cup – Best in Home Produce
Peter Bonner

			

Horton Cup – Highest Aggregate points in Home Produce		
Pauline Bonner
Mattingly Pudding Plate – Best in class 84 – A Sweet
Roulade
Pauline Bonner
Norah Kidd Trophy – Highest Points in Photographic 		
Vicki Dunstan
photo: Bill Burn

D

espite the seemingly ‘never-ending’ Covid
restrictions, Charmouth Gardeners’ Village Show on
Saturday 14th August was once again a happy and
successful day. The show had 500+ entries and the displays
were, as usual, quite wonderful! Thanks were given to all
entrants, without whom there would not be a show and also
to all people who willingly give their time and help, to set up
both halls to the high standard for show displays. It is not
obligatory to be a Charmouth Gardeners’ member to enter
the Show and this year all new entrants were especially
welcome.

Cup for Best Photograph 				
Bill Burn
Charmouth residents and visitors alike can now look forward
to next year’s show. Let us hope that the weather is kind and
our gardens are fruitful - not forgetting to wish proficiency to
all entrants in the handicraft, home produce and photographic
sections.

Charmouth Gardeners 2022
Dates for Your Diary

Cups, Trophies and Diplomas for excellence in Horticulture were
awarded as follows:-

All Events at 2.30pm in the Village Hall, Wesley
Close. Refreshments available (nominal charge).

RHS Banksian Medal – Highest Points/Prize Certificates in
Horticulture
Jan Coleman

Thursday 20th January 2022: Mr. Colin Varndell, a
wildlife and natural history photographer will give an
illustrated talk on ‘The Hedgehog Predicament’.

RHS Award of Merit for Young Exhibitors
Arabella Turner & Archie Whatmore			

Thursday 17th February 2022: AGM – followed by Mr.
Andy Littler who will talk about landscape and biodiversity
of disused quarries. Plus, an opportunity to renew
subscription for 2022 - 2023.

Diploma in Horticulture – Worthy Exhibit in Horticulture
Sections
Ron Dampier
Grace Laker Cup – Highest Points for Fruit & Vegetables
Ron Dampier
Poppleton Cup – Best Floral Exhibit
Ron Dampier

		

Wyn Durbridge Bowl – Best Vase Garden Flowers/Shrubs
Neil Mattingly
BD (Best Dahlia) Founders Trophy
Ron Dampier
Joe Tisshaw Trophy – Best in Sweet Pea class
Diana Burn

Thursday 17th March 2022: Angie Blackwell from
‘Cottage Flowers’ Ilminster will give a demonstration on
‘Easter arrangements for the home’
Paid up members may collect programme membership
cards for 2022 - 2023.
We welcome members and non-members to our speaker
events but would like to remind non-members that our
annual membership fee is only £5 with lots of advantages
and advance information on visits and speaker dates.

As always, we would welcome new committee members
(not an onerous task, as many hands make light work).
		
Please contact 01297 561076 or 561625

Rose Vase Trophy – Best Specimen Rose 		
Diana Burn
Rose Cup – Best in Rose classes
Jan Plummer
Stan Durbridge Bowl – Best Pot Plant 				
Ron Dampier
Marcel Clouzy Cup – Best Exhibit in Floral Arrangement
Jan Coleman
Thalatta Cup – Best in Handicrafts		
Nick Williams
Children’s Cup						
Arabella Turner 			

Compost, Top Soil,
Mulch, Manure &
Chippings

DELIVERY AVAILABLE

North Buckham Farm,
Beaminster DT8 3SH
T:01308 863054
M:07974 943411

enquiries@chedingtoncompost.co.uk
WWW.CHEDINGTONCOMPOST.CO.UK
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M51 ‘Whirlpool‘ galaxy. Image by Gareth Rees.
See his article on page 26.

Christmas and
New Year recycling
and rubbish
With Christmas Day, Boxing Day and
New Year’s Day all falling on the weekend
this year, your recycling and rubbish
collections over the festive period will be
on your usual day of the week.
Refer to your calendar or visit:
www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/
check-your-bin-day
to check your collection days.

PLEASE SUPPORT SHORELINE’S ADVERTISERS
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A wide range of beautifully made items from around
the world. Turkish kilims, hand embroidered cushions,
Japanese bowls, blockprinted cotton quilts, nightwear,
clothing and a selection of jewellery.
Visit us at 33 South Street, Bridport
10am-5pm Monday to Saturday
email us on info@Malabartrading.com
or call on 01308 425734

DORSET HOME LIBRARY SERVICE
DOORSTEP DELIVERIES
We are now providing
a non-contact
Doorstep Delivery
Service across the
county to those who
cannot easily get
to their local library,
either short term or
long term.
Our volunteers have strict safety guidelines and all
necessary risk assessments have been carried out.
Books are chosen by staff at each library, based on
individual preferences, and made ready for our volunteers
to pick up and deliver to our clients’ front doors.
The volunteers will not enter the house at this stage, and
they will keep a safe distance at all times; they can also
pick up books and return them to the library. This service
is entirely free and is available across Dorset/BCP areas.
We are keen to let more people know that it is available
to them if they find themselves unable to get to the
library. To find out more please contact Maria Jacobson,
Service Manager Dorset Home Library Service, on
01305 236666 or 07786 635154, or e-mail maria.
jacobson@royalvoluntaryservice.org.uk

Clean Living
Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning
01297 792103 or 07970 060449

Domestic & Commercial Carpets & Upholstery
Carpet Moth Treatment
All work fully insured
Members of the National Carpet Cleaning
Association (NCCA)
www.cleanliving-sw.co.uk

To advertise in Shoreline please contact: editor@shoreline-charmouth.co.uk
SHORELINE WINTER 2021 / ISSUE 44
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Local Walks
A circular walk to Shipton Gorge (5 miles)

on the hill. An overgrown path leads into a field. Walk to the top R corner of
this field, pass through a gate and turn L onto a farm track (3).
Follow this track, always heading in the same direction. After going through
several gates, Hammiton Hill is passed on the L and a road is reached (4).
Hammiton Hill is believed to have been an outpost of the hill fort at Shipton
Hill, where over a thousand stones used for sling-shots have been found in
pits.
Turn L on the road (Icen Lane) and follow it into Shipton Gorge. The road
becomes Brook Street and then, after passing the church, becomes Port
Lane. Go up this lane to a cross roads (5) with the New Inn on your R and a
rough track (Burbitt Lane) opposite.
Walk up Burbitt Lane. Just before the lane bears R, there is a footpath sign
on the left. Go through the gate and follow the path to the far LH corner of the
field. Maintaining the same direction, pass through a series of gates and fields
until a rough, stony lane is reached (6).

Photo by: Petrina J. Hughes

T

his walk has excellent views of the glorious Dorset
countryside, including the iconic ‘upturned boat’
shape of Shipton Hill. This was a hill fort for the local
Durotriges tribe prior to the Roman invasion of Britain.
There are some places to park along the route and a large
National Trust car park at Hive Beach. Refreshments are
available in Burton Bradstock, at the New Inn in Shipton
Gorge and at the Hive.

Turn L onto this lane and, at a T-junction, go straight ahead onto a footpath.
Continue in this direction to return to Burton Bradstock.
Stan Dolan
The Friends of Charmouth Heritage Coast Centre walks take place on
Wednesdays throughout the year and explore many parts of the local
countryside. For more details please email: stan@standolan.co.uk.

The walk is of moderate length and difficulty. For those wanting more
strenuous exercise, the walk can easily be extended to include part of the
coastal path and/or an ascent of Shipton Hill itself.
Start in Burton Bradstock at the junction of Shadrach and Middle Street. Walk
down Middle Street and turn L into Grove Road. Follow this road to its end
where it becomes a grassy footpath beside the river. Proceed on the footpath
until it emerges onto farmland (1).
Turn L and, after a few yards, turn R onto Anning’s Lane. Follow this lane to its
end at a T-junction. Continue into the track opposite and go through a gate on
the left (2).
Follow the indistinct footpath to go through a gate on the R of a clump of trees

Ramblings ...

T

he many interesting features encountered on walks
in Dorset include Hill Forts, Strip Lynchets and the
historical buildings of the towns and villages.

words of St. Augustine of Hippo, the ‘everlasting eighth day
hallowed by the resurrection of Christ.’ However, the number
of sides of a font is not relevant to the meaning of the original
practice of baptism and the interested rambler can find other
numbers of sides being used in local churches.

Most of the walks pass by at least one of the venerable and
imposing churches of the area. Even those churches which
have been rebuilt in the more recent past tend to retain some
ancient features, such as baptismal fonts dating back to Norman
times.
From the 14th century
onwards, Anglican churches
typically have had octagonal
fonts. For example, the
Victorian church of St Mary’s
in Catherston Leweston
has a font, made of stone
from Beer, with its eight
sides engraved with biblical
scenes.
One of the standard
explanations for why eight
sides are used is that these
sides represent the seven
days of creation and, in the
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The 13th century font of St Martin’s
of Shipton Gorge is very unusual in
having a heptagonal shape.

St Mary’s of Netherbury has a four-sided 12th
century font.

An exhilarating walk to St Martin’s can be made from Burton
Bradstock. A route description of a circular walk is given above.
Photographs: Petrina J Hughes http://www.petrinaphotos.co.uk
Stan Dolan

I

Charmouth - Then and Now

n 2018 and 2019 Neil Mattingly and Bill Burn presented a
talk in two parts to the Charmouth Local History Society
entitled ‘Charmouth Then and Now’.

village together with contemporary photographs taken from the
same spot. These hybrid images illustrated Neil’s presentation
and Bill gave the commentary.

In support of Neil’s detailed research into the topic, Bill created
some remarkable images blending old sepia photographs of the

Some of these images are reproduced here and there are many
others which are in reserve for future issues of Shoreline.

This hybrid image shows Billy Gear’s Garage and the Abbots House Hotel set amongst today’s street scene.

A reminder of a slower pace of life ...

... and a more dangerous one before the bypass.

Charmouth Girl Guides
It has been a great start to the new year for Charmouth Guides.
This term we have been tent pitching, indoor archery, looking at
our fitness and backwoods cooking by looking at our knife skills.
The girls were presented with different fruit and kebab sticks,
and had to work out how to cut, peel, etc. They also made story
books with the fruit and veg.
Their knife skills came in useful for pumpkin carving and making
bird feeders from oranges, the pumpkin seeds and other things.

the phonetic alphabet and learning to talk in front of others, as
well as backwoods cooking where we had had a cookout over
open fires last term.
Plenty of other activities are planned before Christmas including
Christmas crafts and natural remedies, as well as a Halloween
bonfire. Bring a friend to guides night.
We always welcome new girls to the unit and would love to hear
from you if you are interested. We meet fortnightly at Wootton
Fitzpaine Village Hall.
Please contact us on 1stcharmouthguides@gmail.com or
telephone Debbie on 07977 035768 and register your interest
at www.girlguiding.org.uk/information-for-parents/register-yourdaughter through the Girlguiding website.

We have been catching up on our badges and have awarded
our communication badge for the sign language learning and

Debbie, Sharon & Rosie

ALL SHORELINE ISSUES CAN BE SEEN ONLINE AT
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SHORELINE WINTER 2021 / ISSUE 44

23

Charmouth Scout Group News
Putting the ‘out’ in Scouting

A

ll sections of the Scout Group
have started their Autumn
term with a multitude of great
activities, many involving fun and
learning in the great outdoors.
The Beavers have already been on a
bug hunt, and decided that a very large
slug was their most impressive discovery.
They had to use another sense when they
visited Hogchester Farm – their hearing,
in order to detect crickets.
They have also been hunting rather
smaller things, in the shape of ‘nurdles’
(very small plastic beads) on the beach
in Charmouth. So successful were they in
their search that the Beavers managed to
virtually fill up a jam jar.
Having sent four Beavers up to Cubs
in July, the Colony welcomed six new
members to its ranks. These were
invested into the Scout Movement after
a talk in the HQ on fossils, during which
they had the chance to chip away at some
rocks in order to try an find their own
specimens.

As for the Cubs, they started back as
guests of the Charmouth Bowls Club,
who had them rolling their woods at a
number of different targets during a very
enjoyable evening. After that, it was off to
Washingpool Farm as part of their Chef
Badge. Here they learnt about different
food groups and got to see how some
of these were produced on the farm. As
would be expected, the animals were
their favourites, particularly the middle
white pigs, which are kept as a rare breed
and not for food production. Our thanks
go out to Katie from Discover Farming
who organised and ran the tour. In a
few weeks, the Cubs will complete their
badge by learning about food hygiene,
different cooking techniques and rustling
up a traditional corned beef hash, plus a
‘Quorned’ beef version for vegetarians!
24
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As if that wasn’t enough, the Cubs
also spent two Thursdays at RockBurn
brushing up their bouldering and climbing
techniques, and have been building
another ten dormouse boxes ready to be
handed over to the Dorset Wildlife Trust.
For something completely different, the
Scouts have been tackling their Artist
Badge. The first part of this was tracing
the outline of a Scout using naturally
sourced materials, such as sticks and
leaves, which would also have been
very good for camouflage training. For
the second part, the Scouts had a go at
copying an owl that had been made of
different fruits. Sounds easy, but they had
to do it receiving different guidance. One
team had a picture that they all saw; one
had a picture that only one scout saw and
they had to describe it to the other Scouts
in their team; one had written instructions
and a picture that they all saw; and the
final one just had written instructions and
no picture. Despite the various handicaps,
the results were excellent – are rather
tasty.

New term – new Explorers
The Charmouth Seagulls Explorer
Scout Unit are delighted to have started
back this term with some new younger
members (14 year olds) joining the group.
We are now up to full capacity based
having just two leaders. The Autumn
weather has been remarkably kind on a
Wednesday evening, which has enabled
us to be outside each week.
We enjoyed a fabulous trek up over
Musbury Castle, ran a fun mini Olympics,
built shelters, made twine out of of dried
nettles and pressed apples. The rest of
the Winter will take us inside most weeks
for cooking, crafts and pioneering.
In other news, our Explorer Scout Leader,
Clare Mackenney, has been selected for
an amazing opportunity that will see her
take a group of Scouts from Dorset to the
World Scout Jamboree in South Korea in
2023.
We are really hoping that some of our
local young people will also be selected
for this once-in-a-lifetime chance to meet
other Scouts from all around the world.
Already, eight have signed up to take part
in the selection weekend. Watch out for
more news and fundraising events in the
new year in support of this.
KanderJam 2022 Expedition

The Scouts had hoped to hike from the
HQ to Monkton Wyld Court at night,
before pitching their tents in the dark.
However, as Covid was so rife locally,
the camping aspect was cancelled.
Undaunted, nine intrepid hikers did find
their way to MWC (under supervision)
where their reward was a nice mug of hot
chocolate with marshmallows sandwiched
between digestive biscuits. Our thanks go
out to MWC for allowing us to use their
impressive gas cooker!

On a very, very wet and windy Saturday,
the Scouts and Explorers who are
going to Kandersteg in Switzerland, this
Summer had the chance to meet others
who are on the expedition at Buddens
Camp Site. Here they also had the
chance to take part in some interesting
activities.
One of these was trying to keep our new
gazebo on the ground! Despite their best
efforts, secure guy lines and heavy leg
weights, the elements got the better of
the frame and the canopy - both of which
were unceremoniously dumped off at
the Bridport Waste Transfer Station on its
way home!
Kevin Payne

View from the Bench
will suffer financial catastrophe, and one can never predict with certainty what
the outcome will be. When I pass, they will scatter me off Stonebarrow (not as
originally planned in my beloved Sydney). My grandchildren will march me up
Stonebarrow until then (but not 65 times in 23 weeks 3). And I tell my children
I will live until 100 and they say, ‘you’d better’ and I tell my doctors that it is
their job to get me there! I will sustain that by growing and cooking good food.
Like Wilko, a little gin will wash it down. Painting. Reading stories to children.
And music (including with your help, future Parties in the Park) will entertain.
Villagers will again ask each other in (like Johnny Green). We will smile at
(and gossip with) the faces we meet in the street, and (for longer than Jane)
live in the happiest spot for watching the flow of the tides of Lyme Bay and life.
References:

In 1803, Jane Austen wrote of and from Charmouth that:
“ … with its high grounds and extensive sweeps of country
and still more its sweet retired bay, backed by dark cliffs,
where fragments of low rock among the sands make it the
happiest spot for watching the flow of the tide, for sitting in
unwearied contemplation.” 1
In 1976 Wilko Johnson sang:
“Old Johnny Green he asked me in
We watched his TV and we drank a little gin
Then I float on down the street
Smilin’ at the faces that I meet
That was back this morning
Now I’m dizzy sick and stoned
When the world stops turning
Then I’m going back home” 2
Nearly 200 years apart, and yet the message remains the same. Charmouth
is the place (home) of refuge to which to retreat and restore. 5 o’clock on a
sunny Summer afternoon on the benches above the beach, rising up towards
Stonebarrow, overlooking the village, already bathed in shadow while the sun
still warms the west side of the Char valley, and illuminates the western half
of Lyme Bay, glassy in tranquillity. That’s why I am going back home to enjoy
unwearied contemplation.
Covid reminded us to take none of this for granted. ‘Twas ever thus. In 1971,
I became a student of law, becoming an academic, then a barrister, Queen’s
Counsel and finally a judge, retiring this year. I spent 50 years representing
people in argument. All this has taught me is that no one (except perhaps the
lawyers) win from argument. Only bitterness and recrimination remain, when
perhaps going back home to enjoy unwearied contemplation will generate
compromise and agreement so as to allow us to retreat and restore in the
happiest spot back home, knowing that if we do not, that which is out of our
control (whether Covid or any other event) will come and impose an alternative
unpleasant reality.
We got a long way there during Covid. Neighbourhood support of the
vulnerable and needy in our village demonstrated the finest traditions of how
we used to live. It filled a void that decades of reduced funding for meeting
community needs had created. Even then, it did so at a price. We have
suffered loss of business in the village from hairdressers to butchers to the
Post Office and very nearly one of our pubs. Charmouth events have nearly
died and need village commitment from and for old and young to resurrect
Party in the Park, Movieola, ArtsReach, fireworks, and all the other things
that enabled us to float on down The Street. We learned a self-sufficiency in
isolation that could give us confidence moving forward, that we can fill gaps
and meet needs for ourselves, in a community spirit, and thrive. In 10 years
of previous life when working away and living in even the most exciting cities,
I lived in apartment blocks without ever meeting knowing or living with my
neighbours.
And so, retirement beckons and does so locally, peaceably, and actively. No
more litigation for me. Never again will I have to give ‘the catastrophe lecture’
to litigants who came before me, not realising that whoever loses a legal case

1. Her novel “Persuasion”
2. Lyrics from “Going Back Home” Dr Feelgood
3. Stonebarrow 65 for Grandad Steve – summer 2021 Shoreline page 26: hats off to Archie and
Rosie and their Mum for her support and encouragement).

Allan Gore QC

Charmouth Village People
We are back, and will be hold monthly meetings until
August 2022, when we will break for the Summer holidays.
We have lost many dear friends who attended CVP
meetings during this period and offer our condolences to
their families; they will be greatly missed.
Our first meeting was on the 6th October, we discussed
future meetings, events, activities and outings. We had a
lovely buffet and lots of catching up with friends made
for a good afternoon. Together we decided what we were
comfortable with regarding Covid measures on coach
outings, and seating both on the coach and at meetings.
We have already booked the Village Hall for the following
2022 dates:
January 12th. February 9th. March 9th. April 6th. May 4th.
June 1st. (Jubilee Celebration). July 13th. (Summer Party)
These will be afternoon meetings, usually from 2.30 – 4.00
p.m. Times may be amended in Winter months.
We will release a list of speakers and activities once they
are organised.
We are already looking at possible outings in the New
Year. These will be fairly local, as people have said they
would prefer to be back before dark in the Winter months.
We intend to reinstate local theatre and film trips, when
everyone is happy with Covid procedures and car sharing.
Please contact us for more information, or if you wish to
be notified of future outings or meetings.
We hope to see you at the meetings or on one of the trips,
as these are open to all local residents, not just people
who attend CVP meetings.
Regards Judith and Kath.
Judith Howells. 07906 840950. (jude57@btinternet.com)
Kath Harper.
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Charmouth Night Skies

O

ne of the main reasons we moved to Charmouth
village two and a half years ago was the fantastic
dark night skies. With no large towns or cities nearby
causing light pollution, I looked forward to pursuing my
hobby of imaging the night sky with all its wonders.
My interest in astronomy began about 20 years ago with my
elder brother pointing out the various constellations and telling
me about the stories associated with them. This then led to me
obtaining a cheap telescope with the expectation of seeing
these wonders close up and in detail. Wow - that didn’t go well, a
cheap telescope and mount does exactly what it says on the tin
“Nothing”. With a wobbly tripod and small lens, finding the Moon
was hard enough, let alone planets; very disappointing to say
the least.
As my wife Jackie will tell you I can be a stubborn so and so
when I set my mind to things. So, I did what I should have done
from the beginning and researched the right equipment. This
was a massive improvement in many ways and now I could, after
a bit of practice, find the objects I longed to see in the sky. It was
incredible looking at the moon and planets and involved lots of
excited shouting though the living room window to come out and
see Jupiter or Saturn - in the freezing cold.
Now this was all well and good, but I could not share the
fantastic things I was seeing with friends who were now getting
bored with my constant whittering on about the night sky and
what to look for. The next logical step for me was to take a
picture and bore my friends even more. Little did I realise what a
tough journey this would be. To achieve this, I had to expand my
kit and budget!
The stars, as we all know, move across the sky in an arc from
East to West every night in an orderly fashion, so now my
telescope would have to follow these accurately to allow to a
long exposure with my camera because stars appear as very
small, bright points of light.
The Galaxies and Nebulae that I wanted to capture were much
fainter and required multiple exposures of 10 minutes or more
and the target had to stay perfectly centred in the telescope the
whole time. Cue second telescope sitting on top of the first, also
with a camera acting as sort of telescopic sight on a rifle. This,
coupled with some clever software, allowed me to accurately
track the objects over long periods.
Next came the hardest part for me, processing the image I had
captured. The objects I wanted to image are so faint and far
away that multiple exposures taken over the whole night had to
be combined (stacked together) to obtain enough data to even
see the object.
Once again, more software had to be purchased and new
skills learnt. First step was to use the software and stack all
the images together to produce a master frame, this also helps
to get rid of trails in the images of aircraft or, more often now,
satellites.
This is what I am left with.
Now, using the computer
that I had to buy to run the
telescope and cameras,
I can start to process
the image. Firstly, (with
apologies for the technical
jargon) I perform a
“stretch” which is an easy
way of saying take the
bottom 2 to 5% of the brightness data and allow it to take up to
50%. While the 6 to 100% range is compressed into the + 50 to
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100% range. Nothing is lost or damaged with this, it’s just that
the 6 to 100 % range are just stars. This also allows a first look
at how the image will finally turn out.
At this stage it is still in black and white as the colour data is still
very faint. Therefore, looking through a telescope at galaxies can
be disappointing when they appear as just a faint grey smudge.
Our eye only sees in black and white at very low light level, the
colour cones in our eyes are not triggered by this low light. To
check what, if any, detail I have captured exists, I next boost the
luminance of the image way beyond normal to get a better view.
This is the result.
Now, for me, the hardest
part is dealing with the
colour in the image. I have
a colour defect in my sight
which makes picking out
certain colours amongst
others impossible
(remember the test at
school with the circles full
of dots and a hidden number? I scored zero on that!).
Lucky for me science helps by telling us that different gases
or elements glow different colours, for example oxygen is
green and hydrogen red. This is very helpful in knowing what
colour it should be at the end. So now, a gradual pushing of the
saturation is repeated over and over to bring out the colours
hidden in the image. This must be done to different degrees
depending on where or how you want to show your picture.
For example, Facebook requires massive over-saturation of
the colours and over-the-top brightness as their algorithms
compress the data to fit their format losing much of the detail.
The best views are on your PC monitor, but the downside is it is
not uncommon to produce huge file sizes of 50 to 100 MB.
This is the result after processing the colour and playing with the
rotation slightly. (See the full colour image on page 20.)
This is one of my favourite
targets as so much is
happening. M51 is a large
spiral galaxy approx. 31
million light years away,
and about half the mass
of our Milky Way. The
strong spirals seen in the
arms are believed to be
caused by the interaction with another nearby galaxy NGC 5195.
Or as I like to think of it, M51 is eating NGC 5195. Space is a
very violent place at times.
As the longer winter nights start closing in you will be able to
see Jupiter as one of the brightest lights in the Southern skies.
Also, seeing the International Space Station fly over is quite a
sight, there is a free App called Heavens Above that will give you
the exact times of its flyby.
Gareth Rees
When Gareth started to post images on Charmouth Facebook Noticeboard I
was quick to ask him for an image, or two, for Shoreline. He went further and
offered to write an article to explain how he creates these beautiful images.
As astronomy is also an interest of mine I was keen to introduce Shoreline
readers to the magic of astro-photography. Gareth’s article is very technical in
places but it helps to demonstrate just what can be achieved when observer,
telescope, camera, and computer software are combined.
Roger Sansom, Editor

Christmas and New Year
rubbish and recycling

Notes From an Expat!

M

y move North had been an embryonic
idea of my son and his partner and
myself so that I could be closer to them
the nearer I got to 90 and needed help from
friends to go to hospital etc. We had explored
various McCarthy & Stone developments (flats
owned here, not leasehold, being a plus) and
settled on one here in Kinloch View, Linlithgow
because the site has beautiful, extensive
gardens in which residents can sit.

With Christmas Day, Boxing Day and New Year’s Day
falling on the weekend this year, your rubbish and
recycling collections over the festive period will be
on your usual day of the week.
Refer to your calendar or visit dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/
check-your-bin-day to check your
collection days.

Festive recycling
Many households produce extra waste over
Christmas, but much of it can be recycled using your
kerbside Recycle for Dorset service.
Remember that you can recycle:
• cooked and uncooked food, using your food waste bin
• wrapping paper (not foil or glittery paper, please)
• cardboard and recyclable packaging (not polystyrene)
• Christmas cards and envelopes.
Please help our crews by putting your glass out for
collection before Christmas.
This ensures you have as much space as possible
in your glass box, helping prevent overspilling
containers, and reduces the amount of extra glass we
collect over the busy festive period.

I was determined to sell my beloved little house to a permanent resident
so when Lucy popped up and really wanted it I was delighted and the deal
went through very quickly.
Humpits from Beaminster were chosen because I liked the name and they
were excellent, even driving my car all the way as well, as my son had
come down in his car to bring me and Sooty here. It was fun passing them
on the motorway somewhere near Birmingham with my little car in the slip
stream of the van! We had to help the lad who had driven it unwind his
legs the next morning as his knees had been under his chin all the way!
I have a delightful large sunny two bedroom two bathroom flat with views
over the Loch. The other residents are extremely friendly with social
activities if you wish to use them. Whist once a week (I know it is not
bridge but it is very competitive and great fun!) and a monthly supper club.
I work in the local museum once a week (not as good as Lyme’s!) and the
Oxfam shop, but best of all I see my son (with his screwdriver!) and Mary
frequently and from time to time have a meal with them.
Since I arrived the weather until now has been glorious and I have spent
many hours sitting in the garden reading and chatting and really getting to
know people.

See what items can be recycled at the kerbside at
dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/which-bin

Linlithgow is very different from sleepy Charmouth, about the size of
Bridport: busy at weekends with children and visitors from Edinburgh and
Glasgow and “staycationers” but far, far fewer than the “grockles”.

Christmas trees

It is a very ancient town with very beautiful old buildings and the famous
palace where Mary Queen of Scots was born. St Michael’s church next to
the palace has a magnificent modern stainless “crown of thorns” designed
by Sir Basil Spence to replace a crumbling spire. 10 minutes drive away
through beautiful scenery is C13 Blackness Castle built on a promontory
out into the Firth of Forth. On a fine day you can see all three bridges
across the Forth. And a further 10 minutes is Hopetoun house,reputedly
Scotland’s most beautiful stately home.

Dorset Council does not collect Christmas trees of
any kind with rubbish or recycling at the kerbside.
You can recycle your real Christmas tree by:
• home composting it
• cutting it up and placing it in your garden waste bin
• taking it to a household recycling centre
• booking a Christmas tree collection with a Dorsetbased charity or service (check local availability)
Dorset Council Recycling

Am I selling it to you?! Visitors welcome, probably in the Spring now.
Of course I miss Charmouth. Tangible things like the milk being delivered
from a local dairy, hanging the washing out, picking Chris’s figs, the sea
in a good raging storm. Also the people: Guang (how lucky to have him)
and the surgery just up the road, Louise who will always find a space to
cut your hair and all the lovely young staff at Nisa. Plus of course all my
personal friends who gave me many happy years in Charmouth. You all
know who you are.
Pam Shirley

PLEASE SUPPORT SHORELINE’S ADVERTISERS
SHORELINE WINTER 2021 / ISSUE 44

27

St Andrew’s Community Hall
have a new seamless, we hope, booking system to ensure
St Andrew’s Community Hall is We
we meet all our new health and safety regulations which Faye
will walk you through.
open for business!

T

As some of you may have
noticed, the wall around the
small car park has been
accidentally knocked over
after a game of bridge!

This year we sadly lost our grand
Chairperson, Steve Pratt, and a small
team have been overseeing the hall
and ensuring it’s run as smoothly as it
did so well under his helm.

We are in the process of
ensuring it is rebuilt to the
existing style.

his is a wonderful community
resource which has been run
by dedicated volunteers over
many, many years.

Nick Beardwood as vice chair has
been elected as the new chairperson.
Our treasurer, Jeff Prosser, has stepped down after 20 years.
As a community we are truly indebted to him for all that he has
undertaken, not just managing the finances, but all the small but
necessary jobs ensuring the structure of the building is sound,
all health and safety issues of the building and topping up the
electric meter - to name a few! Many thanks to Jeff from our
committee for all that he has done and he will be greatly missed.
An unsung hero that we would like to give a shout out to!
Also as a point, we are indebted to many local trades people
in our lovely village who give us their time and support in
maintenance of this 1930s Arts and Crafts building at favourable
rates. You know who you are and we appreciate this in the
support of our Community Hall.
Simon Farrington has kindly agreed to be the new treasurer
and we ask, as a nod to recent times and to make the role of
the treasurer easier, if ‘group organisers’ kindly pay by BACS /
Electronic payment when they book the hall.
Please see Faye Butcher at Abode in The Street for further
details or the website http://standrewscommunityhallcharmouth.
co.uk

Charmouth Events Committee
The Charmouth Events Committee was almost entirely
depleted by a rash of resignations over the Covid period
when events just could not happen. Peter Noel and Phil
Tritton have stepped into the breach to try and get events
happening again while Allan Gore, the Events Chairman, is
looking for longer term volunteers.
We were all set to put on a firework display at Charmouth
foreshore when severe weather washed away lots of
shingle resulting in dangerous drops and a potentially
unstable wall. Charmouth Parish Council deemed the
risk too great so we have cancelled the November 6th
fireworks and aim to run this instead on New Year’s Eve.
Better news regarding the Christmas lights and trees:12
lamp post displays have been ordered and will be put up
at the end of November. These will be a different design
to last year. Christmas trees and lights will be put up in the
village centre by Charmouth Parish Council at the same
time so that we once again have a festive looking village
during December. The money to pay for all the lights and
trees is kindly donated by Charmouth Traders. Aiming for a
festive event in the village – look out for news!
Phil Tritton
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As is the nature of things at
the moment, this may take a
few months to arrange.
The committee has recruited
some lovely new trustees
to oversee the whole committee and the hall continues to be
managed, we hope with safe hands.
During the lockdown we have refurbished the main hall floor
which is particularly exciting for our village badminton players
and other areas continue to be modified, as and when finances
and time permit.
The small club room is a welcoming space that has been
updated and is homely and ideal for small groups or gatherings.
Cleaning of the hall has been top priority particularly this year,
and we hope that groups using the halls will continue to leave
the space clean for groups following on. This is an important
part of community service that requires all our efforts.
Thank you very much for your continued support.
Angela Beardwood (Secretary)

CHICAGO BRIDGE
SATURDAY 8th JANUARY 2.00pm

Village Hall, Wesley Close
£5 to include
Delicious afternoon tea
Prizes, raffle.
For tickets ring 01297 560251 or 561405
Charmouth & District Twinning Association

Charmouth Heritage Coast Centre

W

e had a busy end to the season
with all our fossil walks fully
booked until the end of the
October half term. We were able to
carry out the Great British Beach
Clean and Great Global Nurdle Hunt
in September and October and more
events will be planned so keep an
eye out for posters on the village
noticeboard, our Facebook page,
twitter and website.

Despite Covid we have seen over 50,000 visitors through
the door so far this year! Still not close to our pre-Covid
figures but none the less a busy year. This doesn’t include all
the participants on our fossil walks or the school groups we
welcomed. It has been great
getting the schools back
out there doing geography
and rockpooling as well
as the fossil walks. We are
continuing with our virtual
zoom sessions and have
reached out to schools as far
as Bolton and Yorkshire.
We have welcomed several
new volunteers to the Centre
who are helping within the
visitor centre and on our
guided walks and school
groups. We are slowly
reintroducing our volunteers’
events too including some
indoor lectures over the winter. If you would like to volunteer with
us next season please get in touch with us, you can pop in or
send us an email info@charmouth.org

We have remained busy in the Autumn so plan ahead if you
would like to participate on our events. All fossil walks need to
be booked in advance through our website events calendar.
Walks for school holidays have sold out 2 months in advance!
The Heritage Coast Centre is still operating a one-way system
and limiting visitor numbers. Until December 20th we are open
Friday, Saturday, Sunday and Mondays. From December 20th
we are closed for the Christmas period so do visit our gift shop
before then for those dinosaur and fossil related Christmas
presents! We have a small selection of our items available
through the online shop. We also have a range of coastal gifts,
walking guides and local history books.
We have our own
charity Christmas
cards again this year
£4.95 for a pack of
ten. There are two
different packs to
choose from and the
images were taken by
two of our volunteers
who both live in
the village. https://
charmouth.org/chcc/
We are not running any fossil walks between Christmas and
New Year due to the tides. From January keep an eye out on our
website calendar for 2022 opening times. The Centre will reopen
from Friday 7th January.
From everyone at CHCC we wish you a Merry Christmas and
Happy New Year!
Alison Ferris.

Phil Davidson, Geological Warden at Charmouth
Heritage Coast Centre says: The best place to look
for fossils is in the loose material on the beach and
NOT in the cliffs. The cliffs are very unstable and you
should make sure you keep your distance from them.
Rockfalls and sticky mudslides should be avoided
as they can cut off the beach on an incoming tide.
Always check the tides times before going out fossil
hunting.

Super Hot Local Firewood
Prime Coppice Woodland

Locally produced quality firewood, oak timber and
coppice woodland products. Competitive prices.
Hardwood logs - Ash & Oak fully seasoned to keep you
warm all winter and delivered to your door!
We use our heavy horses to sustainably extract timber from
our own working woodland here in West Dorset.
Buying wood from us keeps logs local, keeps you warm
and helps regenerate our local woodland economy!

Ring Kit on 07778 525816

www.primecoppice.com
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Heaps and Heaps of Seaweed

ometimes, after heavy seas or storms, great mounds
of seaweed can be seen along the beach. But have
you ever looked more closely?

This year in the middle of March, great mounds of seaweed
appeared all along the shore. I went to have a look, and was
surprised to find that nearly all the seaweed was Knotted
Wrack Ascophyllum nodosum along with tufts of the small
reddish-brown filamentous alga Polysiphonia lanosa which is
often found attached to A.nodosum. Few examples of other
species were to be found other than some Bladder Wrack Fucus
vesiculosus. The surprise was because Knotted Wrack is rarely
found locally and then only as an occasional small individual.
Knotted Wrack is nearly always found on sheltered shorelines
where it can be really abundant and dominate large rocky areas.
So where did all this particular seaweed grow originally, before
gales ripped the fronds from their substrate and carried them all
the way here?
Ascophyllum nodosum
is a large brown
seaweed - dark olivegreen to paler goldenbrown. The species
has long narrow fronds
without a midrib, with
large egg-shaped air
bladders at regular
intervals along the
middle of the frond,
which gives it the
alternative common name of Egg Wrack. One air bladder is
formed per year. The fronds are tough and leathery, branching
dichotomously (i.e. fronds divide evenly into two) at irregular
intervals, and are typically between 0.5 and 2m in length and
attached by a holdfast to rocks and boulders. The species grows
slowly and fronds can be up to 15 years old before breakage.
Then in the middle of May great piles of seaweed were again
washed up. When examined this time, the heaps included a wide
variety of types and species of seaweed.
The majority were
species of kelp –
those large tough
brown weeds such as
Laminaria digitata (Oar
Weed) and Saccharina
latissima (Sugar
Kelp) which mostly
grow below low water
mark. Other common
species found were
wracks such as Fucus
vesiculosus (Bladder Wrack) and F.serratus (Serrated Wrack).
There were also several species of small red weeds and the
occasional green specimen such as Ulva lactuca (Sea Lettuce).
And although I looked through the heaps, I couldn’t find any
Ascophyllum (which does not prove there was none).
On some of the weed a lacy mesh-like growth could be found:
this is known as Sea Mat, or sometimes Sea Moss – a type of
Bryozoan. A Sea Mat is a colony of individual animals called
zooids, which certainly don’t look like animals, and don’t look
like much at all until you use a magnifying glass which allows
you to see the pattern made by their growth, and thus identify

them. For example
Membranipora
membranacea has
a rectangular boxlike pattern, whilst
Electra pilosa looks
like oval boxes with tall
spines giving it a hairy
appearance.
More heaps were
cast up in September,
this time containing a large proportion of an invasive brown
seaweed called Japanese Wireweed (Sargassum muticum). This
was not known in the UK until 1973 and has been spreading
since. Locally, the first time we saw Wireweed was perhaps
five or six years ago on Broad Ledge in Lyme Regis where it is
now well established, so much so that some rockpools appear
to have little else in them. In the last couple of years a few
examples have been found growing in pools and off the ledges
around Charmouth but luckily not yet to a great extent. It is fast
growing, competing with local species, and can blanket out other
seaweeds and other rockpool inhabitants. Its long stringy bushy
branches can grow to over 1m in length, with very many tiny
spherical air bladders on little stalks, which is the best way of
identifying this seaweed.
There are approx. 700 species of seaweeds around the British
Isles, though not all can be found in this area. You might be
surprised how many species you can find on our shore whether
living, or in the heaps cast up. Have a look! Don’t forget the
magnifying glass.
And while you are looking at the different seaweeds, don’t forget
to look out for all the little creatures which are to be found in and
around, not forgetting all the birds which can find a good meal
from them.
Eden Thomson
A version of this was originally written for the Newsletter of the
Friends of Charmouth Heritage Coast Centre and reprinted with
their permission.

SITUATIONS VACANT
(only volunteers need apply!)

Charmouth Local History Society
Membership Secretary needed to communicate with our
existing members and to seek out new members.
Liaison with the Treasurer for handling subscriptions.
Should be familiar with spread sheet or database software.
More information from: helenparkerhistory@btinternet.com

Charmouth Village People
Volunteers needed to set up a rota of people willing to
drive members of Charmouth Village People to and from
Wednesday afternoon monthly meetings at the Village hall.
More information from:Judith Howells: jude57@btinternet.
com

VISIT THE HERITAGE COAST CENTRE
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Charmouth Memories - Pat Stapleton
LIFE AT THE COURT HOTEL 1969 to 1984

P

at Stapleton shared her memories of her time at the
Court Hotel with Mary Saunders. Mary has transcribed
Pat’s memories for Shoreline:

“And there was a large window we always called the Fern
Window, because there were two layers of glass with ferns in
between. It was rather attractive.”
“We were very aware of the division in the village. It was
geographical. The villagers all lived down the bottom and new
residents at the top, and there was a feeling of them and us. And
there was the local Dorset accent we were very aware of. You
could understand it. It wasn’t too bad.”
“Apart from that, we’d get a lot of gossip from Mrs Gollop in the
kitchen. She was quite a large lady, and she knew everyone in
the village, and who was going out with whom. She endeavoured
to appear rather jolly, but she was really a bit bitter - her
husband was an electrician and he got electrocuted. She had
one son, who gave Penny all his Westerns (paperbacks). She
absolutely loved Christopher, who was about 3 at the time.”
“Mrs Gollop and Mrs Smith, who was quite a serious lady, kept
us going. Without them it would have been difficult - we’d no
experience! Mrs Smith worked upstairs, Mrs Gollop ran the
scullery. Mrs G was excellent, a great character, and she and her
husband used to watch the otters playing in the river.”
“Another lady, Mrs Cook, did the washing up and she had her
own territory, not taking orders from Mrs Gollop. Mrs Cook
remembered seeing the first car drive through the village.:

Photo caption: Ken, Pat and Nicholas (back row) with Penny and Kate (front row)

“We came to Charmouth from Kings Langley. We were en masse
with four children, my husband redundant, looking for a Post
Office, needing a business and a home. We saw the rundown
Court and for some reason we bought it. That was 1969. It was a
shambles, but big enough for us.”
“We had no experience, but plenty staying in hotels all over the
world working for Pye. I was a Cambridge graduate in Natural
Sciences, had been a WREN, and Ken worked for Pye from the
time he left school. The change to Rediffusion ended all that.”

“Ken and I did all the cooking, max 25 guests. Holiday makers,
yes. Yes, we had all our children at the time, running about.
Ken had to stop some guests leaving with stuffed suitcases
full of our towels. Some regulars, whose surname was Smellie,
introduced themselves as Mr and Mrs Smiley!”
“Oh, yes, before the A35 was built, our hotel had all the
bedrooms on the front, and all the traffic had to come through
the village, and residents said, ‘This is worse than London — all
this traffic outside’.”

“When we first arrived, well, we had to cover all the brown paint
that had been covering everything. And each of the rooms
where residents had lived had a gas fire, and a gas ring which
folded up out of the way and came out by the hearth rug — it
was amazing, just all entirely open and they used them for
boiling the kettle and what have you. Anyway, we removed those
pronto, and after that we weren’t quite so worried.”
“However, we were worried by the roof because it was several
buildings combined and in it there were alleyways, you might say,
and when it tipped down with rain, as you know which it does
here, it came through, and at one point it flooded down the main
staircase.”
“The other thing, we had quite a considerable cellar and there’s
a tunnel down one side where a stream runs through from
further up the hill, coming in one end and going out the other.
And the cellar was full of water.”
“We had a very large kitchen and a very large fridge, the size of
a wardrobe. It was made of wood, and apparently Mrs Stewart
had had it sent down from London. It worked perfectly well —
electric, but rather expensive to run!”
“Then there were the fire precautions. The Government decided
they weren’t adequate in hotels and flats and what have you, so
we had the Fire People round, and had to have fire doors, and
the second staircase we were afraid would have to be covered
in, which we didn’t want, and wasn’t.”

The Court Hotel in 1984

“Eileen ran the Oak for years, and it was more of a village
club than anything else. People almost lived in it, including my
husband! He used to complain about the traffic in the summer
because he had to wait to cross the road.”
My husband died very early, 57 - and I didn’t feel I could do the
place on my own, so it was sold to someone else who’d been
a district nurse in Bridport, and she realised there was a need
for a residential home. She and her husband, who was a builder,
ran it quite successfully but they had a mortgage and couldn’t
support themselves, so it was taken over and sold to its present
owner.”
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Charmouth FC

C

harmouth FC, better known as the Robins, have seen
their little Robin rise from the ashes like a phoenix
after taking the difficult decision to fold last season.
With struggling numbers of players and committee alike we
had no alternative and with the onslaught of Covid it was
decided this was best for the club. In a strange way it was
the best thing we could have done.
Charmouth FC has a rich history dating back to 1904 and, when
the community saw the club had folded, the rallying call for help
to rebuild the club this season was met with great aplomb. Initial
committee meetings were well supported, and we now have
a settled committee with a passion for the club. There are not
enough words to thank everyone who has supported the rebuild
and without them this could have never happened.
The rebuild went from strength to strength when we welcomed
new managers Johnny Vaughan and Simon Mason who took
the bull by the horns in rebuilding the squad. We have welcomed
players old and new and built a squad to make the Robins fly
once again.
People power was driving the club in the right direction, but
we had to make the call to the local community once again for
financial support for new kits and training equipment. The local
community being as great as it is, business stepped forward to
support the endeavour. Our thanks go out to Charmouth Stores
(Main Kit Sponsor), Doodle Cloud Ltd (Away Kit Sponsor) and
the Royal Oak for sponsoring the training jackets. It just shows
what a great community we have, and our thanks ring out to all
our supporters and sponsors.
We had always said we would take this one step at a time and
when it came to the first game of the season and the whistle
rang out to start the game, a great feeling of pride for what had
been achieved washed over with great joy.

S

ince opening in June
the Seaside Store has
gone from strength
to strength with over 100
members now signed up.
On any week around 35-40
members regularly shop
with us and find our service
invaluable in these hard
pressed times. Some members
come in later in the day to save any fresh produce from
going to waste.
For anyone who may not be familiar with our store it is very
simple. Each week we purchase around 100 kgs of produce
from the national charity Fareshare who collect surplus food
from major supermarkets which would otherwise find its way
into landfill. In addition we keep a stock of store cupboard
staples such as pasta, beans etc. Members can spend
either £3.50 for 10 items or £5 for 15. However all the fresh
produce such as fruit, veg and bread is free and does not
count towards purchased items.
As well as paying for our Fareshare delivery, almost all of
the remaining money taken goes towards purchasing further
stock to keep our store cupboard topped up. It is becoming
an increasing challenge to keep our cupboard stocked up
as people struggle to deal with the rising cost of food, petrol
and energy and turn to us for support. With Christmas just
around the corner we would welcome any donations as we
expect demand to rise as we move through the winter.
Please contact Lisa or Mary on 07835799469 or email
community@lrdt.co.uk

I

Charmouth Village Hall

t has been a busy time in the Hall during the last six
months - from 25 bookings in May, we have increased to
66 for October! With the lifting of government regulations,
our organisers and group members have shown a
responsible, common-sense approach to organising
their meetings and our caretaker has done a sterling job
of maintaining a safe environment as far as cleaning is
concerned.
All our regular groups are back in full swing except for the choir
which returns in January. We have two new groups – Village
People and the Community tea and cake – which are bringing
the local people back together socially. Three music groups
make regular occasional bookings for practice. Cherubs now
meet throughout the year and not merely during term time
– a lot of desperate mums around? The Friday Post Office
transferred back to the Hollands room in September when our
Hall once again became a centre for weekly artistic creativity.

The season has started strongly with the passion and the
support in the background converting to an unbeaten start in
the league 6 games in. The players are doing the club proud and
there even maybe the early glint of silverware in their eyes.

We are happy to see the return of coffee mornings, quizzes,
speaker meetings and a table-top sale but continue to
recommend ventilation measures, sensible social distancing,
hand sanitising and self testing.

A special thanks go out to Archie (11) and Rosie Whatmore
(8). After their grandfather, Stephen Pratt - a cornerstone of
Charmouth Football club for thirty years passed away, they
decided to take on the challenge of walking Stonebarrow 65
times to mark each of Stephen’s 65 years. They conquered
the challenge with heart and, because of their efforts, they
raised a staggering £4,045 pounds to be split equally between
Charmouth FC and the Weldmar trust. What a great testament
to their Granddad and a very welcome donation to the football
club.

Sadly this year we have lost one of our Trustees, Francis Locke
and also our vice chairman, Jean Kesterton, both very well
known for their dedicated work in our village. They are missed.

Thank you to all who have supported and “Up the Robins!”.

Long may it serve as an important activity centre for village life!

Kevin Pratt
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Fortunately we were able to maintain our finances at a viable
level during the ‘quiet times’ thanks to savings on utilities and
a tiding-over grant from the local Councils. So our fees can
remain at a very reasonable cost, thus making the hall a facility
accessible to a wider range of local residents. Our monthly
lottery also brings in about £470 pa. We’d love a few more
subscribers!
Gill Savage (Treasurer/Booking Sec)

Charmouth Memories
Poppy Dyer talks to:
Mary and Malcolm Macnair
I was recently given the opportunity to go along to Lisa
Charleton’s “Cake and a Cuppa” in Wesley Close Village Hall
and, whilst I was there, I met Mary and Malcolm Macnair who
have been living in Charmouth for over forty-eight years.
Originally from Hertfordshire, Malcolm was in the Navy before
becoming a sales rep and Mary worked in The Bank of England.
After a while, they decided they wanted to move house, but
Malcolm’s job limited them to only go as far west as Exeter. So,
when a house came up to rent in Charmouth, they decided to
pay it a visit, and immediately fell in love with the little village,
moving down here in 1972, with their two-year-old daughter.
As their house was situated on Lower Sea Lane, near the
Chemist, they were quick to get to know people. The first person
Mary met was Trisha Forsey, who was taking her two boys past
the house. They soon became firm friends, regularly taking their
children to the beach together.
Malcolm’s mother owned a hotel in Yorkshire, and this inspired
Mary and Malcolm to start up a bed and breakfast. Still living
in the same house, they bought a four-bed home, the familiar
Hensleigh House, and began to let tourists stay there.
Slowly, over the years, they added rooms onto it until, in the
end, it became a twelve-bed property. During this time word
had spread about it, and when people began to ask for evening
meals, Mary started to cook. But in the end Malcolm became the
chef. After more than twenty-three years, they sold it, and retired
in 1999.
“We were so committed to it that, at times, we missed out on
other things, such as spending time with family and friends”,
said Mary. After selling it, they had very little involvement in what
happened to it and did not mind any adjustments or changes
made.
For five years, alongside running Hensleigh House, they also
ran the Youth Club and still see most of those who attended
it around the village. Now, Mary and Malcolm still live in
Charmouth and have no desire to live anywhere else, as they
are surrounded by friends here, and enjoy how friendly it is.
“It’s interesting to see how Charmouth developed,” said Mary, “I
still remember when certain houses were playing fields for the
school.”

Poetry Corner

KEEP TAKING THE TABLETS
By Peter Crowter

My mother would get so frustrated with me,
Cause I didn’t like taking tablets you see.
If I was off colour or feeling bit low,
She’d say ‘Take an Aspirin’ and I would say ‘No’.
But now I am ancient, my how things have changed,
I’m now popping pills like a man who’s deranged.
If I were an athlete I’m sure I‘d be banned,
All of this drug taking I had not planned.
Mr Yang’s ladies say, ‘He’s here again’
I’m so often down there my pills to obtain.
What happens next well I’m sure you can guess,
They bring me a bag saying, What’s your address?
The bag has got bigger as years have gone by,
It’s lucky the pills I do not have to buy
And even if ‘twas just the prescription charge,
With all of those pills it would be rather large.

Poppy Dyer

Martin Taylor

LANDSCAPE LTD
• Grass and Hedge Cutting
• Turfing • Patios
• Seeding • Ponds
• Walls • Fencing
• Drives and Paths

FOR FREE

ESTIMATES

Landscaping and Groundworks
Mini Digger
Compact Tractor
For Hire

www.martintaylorlandscapeltd.co.uk
taylor_landscape@sky.com

07831714635 01297 560486

And talking of large well, the names of these pills,
Are hard to pronounce and require language skills.
When your medication you’re asked to declare,
Trying to tell them can be a nightmare.
Some in the morning and some more at night,
I try to make sure that the sequence is right.
And here of course memory comes into play,
But that is a story for another day.
SHORELINE WINTER 2021 / ISSUE 44

33

Charmouth Heritage Coast Centre - Volunteers
A Morning in the life of a Volunteer
Of course, you put the fossils on the beach for us to find, don’t you?” or
“Haven’t you got an actual photo of what it was like here at Jurassic times?” or
“Yes, I can see you don’t allow dogs in, but is it OK if I carry him?”
These types of comments are
typical of some visitors to our
Centre and we volunteers spend a
lot of time smiling with explanations!
On the other hand, most visitors are
patient, relaxed and fun. Some are
really knowledgeable and can teach
us a great deal.
At 10.30 the door opens and we
usually start with a drink provided
by one of the permanent duty
Managers - Phil, Ali or Anna.
On a sunny day in mid-summer,
the rush begins and families
enter to enjoy our displays. In
Penny Rose, second from left, answering
‘normal times’ there are activities
questions from young visitors on the beach
for children, including colouring
and investigating. There are also puzzles to fathom out. The favourite is the
sand tray to uncover fossils of all shapes and sizes. I have enjoyed watching
children from 3 years to 93 years engrossed in revealing them – even 16 year
old ‘hoodies’ can sit in silence for half an hour! Sadly, at present all these have
had to be put on hold because of the ‘no touching’ policy.
Then come sales – particularly if there has been a landslip. “Can I buy a
hammer?”. I respond: “Do you know what to look for?”. “Nope, not a clue”.
I explain which rocks to investigate and not to climb or hammer in the cliffs.
I stop when their eyes glaze over. They just want to be on the beach hitting
stones! Pester power is another aspect of this – with children demanding
hammers from reluctant parents. I explain to the children that they are near
the ground, have excellent eyesight and will find far more in the sands and
gravels than mum or dad, and more than by hitting stones, let alone hitting
huge rocks! I get grateful looks from parents but daggers from the youngsters!
Usually, however, children are beaming with pride when we praise them for
finding even the smallest fossil or interesting rock.
The questions keep coming through the morning and many concern the tides:
“I was here at this time last year and there was a lovely beach. Where has it
gone? The sea is up to the cliffs.” or in response to questions about where
to look for fossils, when the tide is coming in: “What has it got to do with the
tide?” or, after explanation, “Well, we’ll just go round the corner to Lyme Regis,
where the sea won’t be up!” or “I want to to book a fossil walk onThursday”
.I reply: “Sorry there is no walk that day – the tide is in.” Answer: “What
difference does that make?”.
One of the beach Fossil Wardens told us how he warned a couple that the
tide was coming in and they should leave the beach. Their response was “Oh,
we were the ones rescued yesterday – you mean the sea’s coming in again
today?” They were both teachers…….!
We do have a pair of binoculars – very useful when the tide is high as on
several occasions we have had to contact the coastguards that some visitors
are getting cut off. Sometimes those rescued are brought in to the Centre to
warm up. We get a good view of rescues when the helicopter lands on the
grass.
The morning goes very quickly, answering questions, selling goods and
identifying buckets full of fossils (often just the brown chert with odd markings,
and rocks which many think is bone! - and letting the owner down tactfully,
after praising them for their finds).
The questions are really the fun part – explaining that we do not put dye into
the sea to make it blue, or that the plants now growing out of the cliffs have
not survived since the Jurassic age. We also have to respond to general
misunderstandings, such as the belief that we run the café, or that the fossil
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shop is ours or that we are responsible for the toilets. We also sometimes
double up as a TIC explaining bus times, where local cafés, places to stay,
tourist events and ATMs are, and explaining routes to neighbouring villages
and towns.
12.30 is about the time of a lull, when visitors are enjoying lunch, so this is a
great time to marvel at the recent finds cabinet, with meticulously cleaned and
displayed Charmouth beach fossils of all kinds found by local collectors aged
five years upwards.
The strangest question I was asked was from a lovely lady who asked where
she could scatter her husband’s ashes. As he was a Geologist, I suggested
one of the cracks up the cliff away from the edge and that in time they would
slide down with landslips, pass all the geological outcrops and eventually
reach the sea. She was pleased and went off to buy herself an ice cream.
To Charmouth villagers, many of these questions may seem ludicrous, but I
suppose if you live in inland, away from the sea, this is all a new experience,
and as we are an Educational Charity (and now nationally recognised as
one by a recent award from The Royal Geographical Society) it is our duty to
explain, or ask one of our Managers to help.
1.30 and the end of a morning duty comes quickly. We are replaced by the
second session volunteers who come from 1.30 to 4.30pm and we relate to
them anything of interest.
So, why not join us as a volunteer, or a Friend? Come and talk to one of us in
the Centre. You would be very welcome! – we have training, socials, outings
and winter lectures and most of all great camaraderie and a lot of fun!
Penny Rose
Acting Chairman of the Friends of Charmouth Coast Heritage Centre and
volunteer.

Charmouth Green Group
Charmouth Green Group is a local organisation aimed
at promoting the protection and enhancement of local
wildlife habitats and helping the community to reduce,
re-purpose and re-cycle waste.
If you want to get involved as a volunteer in any way, big
or small or need help with getting items to the recycling
centre please contact us at Charmouthgreengroup@
gmail.com or join our Facebook group at Charmouth
Green Group.
In July Charmouth Primary School were asked for help
to create the logo for Charmouth Green Group and a
banner for our Facebook Group. We had a very enthusiastic response and lots of wonderful work was submitted
by the pupils which made choosing the winners a very
hard decision.
The input from all the children and the support from the
school staff and Head was really appreciated.
The final winners were Esme Tipping whose art work
was chosen for the banner and Alex McDonald for the
logo. They will be given a tree each as a prize. Charlie,
Freddie, Grace, Leah and Iona, received highly commended and will receive a book on gardening.
Julie Leah

We Remember
Doris Cornish
1927-2021

We will all miss Mum, but we do like to think that she is now
reunited with Dad, which was her heart’s desire. They had a long
and happy life together and we hope that continues wherever
they are. Sleep peacefully, Mum and Dad.
Doris’s family

It is with great sadness and at the same time joy for us here at
Catherston because we have lost our very own Doris Cornish.
She passed away in her sleep on Thursday 19th August. I said
that the joy was for her to be free from pain and she has joined
her beloved husband Eric, whom she missed so much.

The folllowing is a transcript of the eulogy given by Doris’s
family at her funeral. It is then followed by some memories
of Doris written by Bob Hatch. Both items were previously
published in the October issue of the Golden Cap magazine and
reproduced here with permission of the editor.
Everybody here today loved and respected our beloved Mum,
Doris. She was many things to many people; adored wife of
our much-loved Dad, Eric, a mother to her three daughters, a
sister to Eva, Eileen and Joyce, an auntie to their children, a
grandmother of six and a great grandmother five times over as
well.
Mum loved young children and one of Linda’s first memories
is accompanying her to the clinic to weigh the babies. Mum
had lots of friends throughout her life and very many here
in Charmouth and Catherston, where she settled with Dad
following his retirement in 1987. Mum and Dad were active in
this lovely little church throughout their time here and cared very
much about the people around them. They loved nothing more
than to entertain, throw soirées and tea parties, fundraise and
generally get involved with all manner of events. They were both
very, very happy here.
Mum lost Dad over 4 years ago and having enjoyed over 70
years of marriage together, it was, as Mum said, the worst
time of her life. But with the love and support of her family and
friends, she bore the loss with dignity and strength, and we
think Dad would have been very proud of her. The last year of
Mum’s life was very difficult, for her and her family, especially
considering the restrictions of the pandemic.
The Lyme Regis Care Home was extremely caring of Mum’s
needs, and she told us many times how happy she was there
and how kind the staff were to her. We are very, very grateful for
that. However, we do not want to dwell only on her twilight years.
Mum was always up for fun, throughout her whole life! She
involved herself in many things, such as the WI, caravanning,
ballroom dancing, singing and music – as many of you here will
remember. She also gamely went along with Dad’s adventurous
spirit, putting a brave face on dinghy sailing and foreign travel,
even though she didn’t really enjoy either one! Mum was lively,
seldom without a smile on her face and always welcoming and
inclusive, even to those she did not know. Mum was very feisty
too, which occasionally got her into bother, but never for very
long. Whatever her character, she was never, ever, dull. Mum was
indeed, widely loved.

Doris was one of those people you meet and while you were
in her company would make you feel better. She always had
a smile and if you asked her how she was she would say fine
but that was a lie. During a service, if the rector said something
she was not happy with she would say so in the middle of his
sermon to Stephen’s delight, as he would enter into the banter.
Doris was a committed housewife and family person. She and
Eric were married for 70 years and had 3 daughters. Sadly, Eric
passed away in 2017. He was a chemist by profession and
advised many large companies all over the world with Doris in
tow.
They were much-travelled, only to retire to Catherston where
both were active in our church, also they ran a choir for many
years. Doris had a good treble voice and Eric played the piano
which we all enjoyed. They were very, very happy here. Can I
quote the last verse of Hymn 303 Ancient and Modern?
That, having all things done
And all your conflicts past
Ye may o’ercome, through Chris alone
And stand entire at last			
Bob Hatch

SITUATIONS VACANT
(only volunteers need apply!)

1st Charmouth Scout Group
Assistant Leaders for Beavers, Cubs & Scouts needed
to help plan and run weekly meetings. By joining our
established and enthusiastic leadership teams, you will
allow our Sections to offer a greater variety of activities
on meeting nights. No experience needed, just a desire to
help young people from Charmouth and the surrounding
villages develop skills for life. More information, contact:
melanie@atthecoast.co.uk 01297 560393.

Charmouth Village Hall Committee
We are seeking two new members to join the Committee,
which meets twice a year and is responsible for the
smooth running of the hall on behalf of the local
community.
Two new Trustees are also being sought, responsible for
overseeing the committee.
If you are interested please contact: jan.johnstone@
btopenworld.com tel: 01297 560052.
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We Remember
Jean Kesterton
1934-2021
I am writing this tribute to Jean Kesterton using content from
the Eulogies given by her family at her funeral at St Andrew’s
Church, Charmouth on 27th August 2021. Those in the village
who were acquainted with Jean will recognise the person they
knew in the article below. As her middle son, Roddy said, “We
should be thankful that we are here in this beautiful church. I
say this because mum seriously considered burial at sea. So we
could, right now, have been bobbing around on a small boat off
Portland bill. Based on the numbers here today, I’m sure someone would have said ‘we are going to need a bigger boat!” The
church was full of family and Jean’s many friends.

Chairman, Cubs as Akela, Marine Theatre, Village hall committee
and many others. Bowls at Lyme was a particular passion. She
loved playing it, organising it (Ladies captain at one time) and
as referee. And through bowls, sometime after Brian died, she
met Ozzy who was a real gentleman, and they lived very happily
together for 10 years.
Jean always had a great sense of wanderlust and independence, although was also excellent at turning on the ‘frail old
lady act’ when required! Jean and Brian loved cruising in later
life – one round South America when she jumped ship for several days so she could trek to Machu Picchu. Jean was a forthright
woman with maybe a touch of Yorkshire in her. But quirks and
family embarrassing tales aside, she was incredibly generous,
always busy, often helping out somewhere.
Giles, Jean’s youngest son remembered her “I’ll give anything a
go” attitude, despite how mortifying this could be for an adolescent. She signed him up for trampolining but unbeknown to him
had signed herself up too, at approaching middle age! He also
recalled that being an ex-teacher, she was very good a taking
charge and organising things. When they went out as a family
and would be looking for somewhere to park in a busy car park
(especially in Lyme Regis), she would hop out of the car and
organise all the cars in front of them, showing them where to
park to speed things up - the rest of the family cowering in the
car hoping no one took offence!
Jean’s grandchildren said that Jean inspired them to stay curious, and always explore new things, cherish the natural world
and all that we share it with – teaching them about the Jurassic
coast and fossils. She instilled in them the principle of giving
up your time for other people and always be welcoming. She
frequently opened her home to lodgers from the Heritage Coast
Centre and theatre group. She also had a knack for strong arming reluctant teenage grandchildren into volunteering alongside
her – such as serving teas at the Charmouth Village Show.

Jean Doreen Sheriff was born in the city of London, one of
5 children. She was evacuated for the 2nd World War with her
brother Terry, to St Just in Cornwall. There she gained her love
for the countryside, and learning. After the war she returned to
London, but very much missed the countryside. She trained as a
teacher and teamed up with one of her lifelong friends, Margaret. Together they travelled, danced, and socialised. Some years
later, in her early 20’s, she met, and married Brian Kesterton.
They settled in Surrey – Molesey and Esher where Jean gave
birth to Bruce, Roddy, and Giles.
Besides teaching and managing the home, Jean found time
for numerous social engagements and hobbies. Sculpture,
sugar craft (some truly amazing cake creations), gardening
and camping to name but a few, besides keeping family pets,
especially dogs. For her 60th birthday she was bought a Formula
Ford driving experience at Castle Coombe racing circuit which
she loved. Her curiosity and zest for life was encapsulated in her
slightly unorthodox 80th birthday celebrations, which were spent
with family at Center Parcs, swimming, cycling, mini-golfing and
bowling. Jean loved partying and would reliably out-party friends
and family many decades her junior, putting guests at ease.
In the early 90’s Jean and Brian made Charmouth their home,
for their retirement years. They were struck by how well they
were accepted by the locals, helped by Jean’s ‘can do’ and ‘get
involved’ attitude, and willingness to talk to anyone. She joined
Bowls, Charmouth school - as reading listener and Governor,
Heritage Coast Centre, the Charmouth Gardeners, latterly as
36
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Jean leaves behind a large family of 3 sons and 9 grandchildren.
She will be sorely missed by all.
I think most people reading this will recognise Jean from this
account and recall occasions of very interesting conversations
with her and her healthy disregard of conventional rules. I, for
one, remember when she told me that, recently, when she went
on a world cruise (before her international travel insurance went
up because of her age!)she had several gentleman admirers
on this cruise who vied to sit with her at meals and followed her
about. So, one evening, she told me that she gathered them
together and told them that she was not wealthy and had no
intention of marrying any of them!
Penny Rose

Did You Know?
All past issues of Shoreline can
be downloaded from: https://www.
charmouth.org/charmouth_village/
shoreline-magazine/ and in full
colour. They can also be accessed
using the QR Code to the right:

VIEW PREVIOUS ISSUES IN COLOUR

Shoreline Charmouth - Village Diary
Adult Art Class

Mon 9.30am-12.30pm (term time
only)

Village Hall, Wesley Close

Trudi Ochiltree
07812 856823

Badminton Club
(experience required)

Mon 8.00 – 10.00pm

Community Hall, Lower Sea Lane

Simon Farrington
07870 662823

Badminton (social)

Tues 7.00 – 10.00pm

Community Hall, Lower Sea Lane

Charlie Portlock
cmportlock14@outlook.com

Beavers Scout Colony
(ages 6-8)

Mondays 5.30 – 6.45pm

The Scout Hut, Barr’s Lane

Melissa 07412 265203

Bowls Club
Summer:
Winter Short Mat Bowls:

melissajohnsonhills@hotmail.co.uk

Sun, Tues, Thurs 2 – 5.00pm
Tues 2 – 5.00pm

Playing Field, Barr’s Lane
Community Hall Lower Sea Lane

Mike Jackson-Bass
01297 560484
mjbass@waitrose.com

Brownies (ages 7-10)

Wed 5.30 – 7.00pm
(term time only)

Community Hall, Lower Sea Lane

Debbie Thatcher

Bridge Club
(partners can be provided)

Thurs 7.00 – 10.30pm

Community Hall, Lower Sea Lane

Stephen Penny
07753 493512

Charmouth Local History
Society

No regular meetings at present

Phone for information

Helen Parker 561580

Charmouth Twinning
Association

No regular meetings at present

Phone for information

Peter Bonner 560251

Charmouth Village People
(Fun Activities)

1st and 3rd Wednesday each
month 2-4pm

The Village Hall

Judith Howells 07906 840950 or
Kath Harper 07803 131757

Charmouth Village People:
Meet Ups (Social afternoons)

Every Friday 2-4pm

Bank House Café

Judith Howells 07906 840950 or
Kath Harper 07803 131757

Cherubs
(Toddler Group 0-4 year old)

Wed 9.30 – 11.30am

Village Hall, Wesley Close

Kerry Whatmore
07858 910086

Cub Scout pack
(ages 8-10½)

Thurs 5.30– 6.45pm

The Scout Hut, Barr’s Lane

Morris 07734 321904 morrisevans@
hotmail.co.uk or Kevin 07976 534517
payne.kevin@gmail.com

Explorer Unit (ages 14-18)

Wednesday evening 6.30-8.00pm

The Scout Hut, Barr’s Lane

Clare 07932 089602
claremackenney@yahoo.co.uk

Gardeners

Outings, talks and social events

Village Hall, Wesley Close

Penny Rose 561076

Green Group

Call for details

1stcharmouthguides@gmail.com

Julie Leah
charmouthgreen group@gmail.com

Guides

Email for information

Email for information

Debbie Thatcher

Knit and Natter group

Thursday 2 – 4pm

St. Andrew’s Community Hall

Jan Coleman 561625

Line Dancing

Mon and Tues afternoons from
2.00-3.15pm

Village Hall, Wesley Close

Andrea Harfield
01297 561083

Parish Council Meeting

4th Tuesday of every other month
7.30pm

The Elms, The Street

Lisa Tuck 01297 560826

Rainbows (ages 5-7)

Wed 5.30 – 6.30pm
(term time only)

Community Hall, Lower Sea Lane

Debbie Thatcher

Stitch and Knit

Tuesdays 10.30 – 12.30pm

Charmouth Community Library,
The Street

Pat Keogh 01297 489571

Scout Troop (ages 10½-14)

Thurs 6.45– 8.15pm

The Scout Hut, Barr’s Lane

Alex 07922 078093
turningstones@talk21.com

Charmouth Lawn Tennis Club

Kevin Clausner 07860

Tennis Club

1stcharmouthguides@gmail.com

clerk@charmouthparishcouncil.gov.uk

1stcharmouthguides@gmail.com

249443
www.charmouthtennisclub.org

Wyld Morris
dancing practice

Wed 7.15pm

Pine Hall,
Monkton Wyld Court

Briony Blair 01297 489546

With apologies for any errors or omissions. Please send any corrections to editor@shoreline-charmouth.co.uk
Some of these groups are on hold at the moment due to covid-19. Please contact their leaders for the latest information
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Shoreline Charmouth - Local Contacts
EMERGENCIES POLICE

Police, Fire, Ambulance or HM Coastguard

999 or 112

PCSO Amanda King 6090 for Community Police issues (ask by name)

101

Non urgent call number for reporting incidents / enquiries

101

Bridport Police Station, Tannery Road

101

FIRE and RESCUE

West Dorset Fire and Rescue Service — Group Manager

01305 252600

HM COASTGUARD

Sidmouth Road, Lyme Regis (Not 24 hours)

01297 442852

DOCTORS

The Charmouth Medical Practice, The Street, Charmouth

01297 560872

The Lyme Practice, Lyme Community Medical Centre, Lyme Regis

01297 445777

NHS Direct — 24-hour Healthcare Advice and Information Line

0845 4647

Dorset County Hospital, Williams Avenue, Dorchester

01305 251150

Bridport Community Hospital, Hospital Lane, Bridport

01308 422371

DENTISTS

Dorset Dental Helpline

01202 854443

PUBLIC TRANSPORT

National Rail Enquiries — Information on Timetables, Tickets and Train Running Times

08457 484950

National Traveline — Information on Bus and Bus/Rail Timetables and Tickets

08712 002233

Gas

0800 111999

Electricity (Western Power Distribution)

0800 365900

Water (Wessex Water)

08456 004600

Floodline

08459 881188

Pollution (Environment Agency)

0800 807060

Charmouth Pharmacy, Mr Yang, The Street, Charmouth

01297 560261

Boots the Chemist, 45 Broad Street, Lyme Regis

01297 442026

Lloyds Pharmacy, Lyme Community Care Centre, Uplyme Road, Lyme Regis

01297 442981

Charmouth County Primary, Lower Sea Lane, Charmouth

01297 560591

The Woodroffe School, Uplyme Road, Lyme Regis

01297 442232

CHURCHES

St Andrew’s Parish Church, The Street, Charmouth. Revd Chris Martin

01297 561065

CHARMOUTH HALLS

Village Hall, bookings Gill Savage

01297 560615

St Andrew’s Community Hall, bookings Faye In Abode

01297 560505

Youth Club Hall, bookings Polly Wild

07890 629117

Charmouth Library (up to 20) bookings Jill Lewis

07954038297

Charmouth

07736 825283

Chairman — Peter Noel

01297 561017

Clerk — Mrs L Tuck, The Elms, St Andrew’s Drive, Charmouth

01297 560826

Heritage Coast Centre, Lower Sea Lane, Charmouth

01297 560772

Beach Attendant, Charmouth Beach

01297 560626

Councillor — Daryl Turner – cllrdarylturner@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk

01297 443591

County Hall, Colliton Park, Dorchester — All services

01305 221000

HOSPITALS

EMERGENCY

CHEMISTS

SCHOOLS

BEFRIENDING
COUNCILS
CHARMOUTH PARISH

DORSET COUNCIL

DORSET’S PORTAL FOR COUNTY/DISTRICT/TOWN/PARISH COUNCILS AND OTHER AGENCIES www.dorsetforyou.com
LOCAL M.P.

Chris Loder, House of Commons, SW1A 0AA or e-mail chris.loder.mp@parliament.uk

0207 219 3912

CITIZENS’ ADVICE

St Michaels Business Centre, Lyme Regis (Wed 10am-3pm)

01297 445325

45 South Street, Bridport (Mon-Fri 10am-3pm)

01308 456594

POST OFFICES

37 Broad Street, Lyme Regis

01297 442836

LIBRARIES

The Street, Charmouth

01297 560640

Silver Street, Lyme Regis

01297 443151

South Street, Bridport

01308 422778

South Street, Axminster

01297 32693

Bridport Leisure Centre, Skilling Hill Road, Bridport

01308 427464

Flamingo Pool, Lyme Road, Axminster

01297 35800

Newlands Holiday Park, Charmouth

01297 560259

CINEMA

Electric Palace, 35 South Street, Bridport

01308 424901

THEATRES

Marine Theatre, Church Street, Lyme Regis

01297 442394

Arts Centre, South Street, Bridport

01308 424204

Guildhall, West Street, Axminster

01297 33595

Guildhall Cottage, Church Street, Lyme Regis

01297 442138

Bucky Doo Square, South Street, Bridport

01308 424901

SWIM / LEISURE

TOURIST INFORMATION
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Axminster Printing Co Ltd
Not just a Printing Company....

01297 32266

Established in 1969

W I N T E R

2 0 2 1

BYMEAD HOUSE
Nursing & Residential Home

PRINTING & DESIGN SERVICES
Leaflets, Posters, Booklets, Books, Labels, Tags, Menus, Banners, Magazines,
Canvas’s, Order of Services, Headings, Business Cards, Appointment Cards,
Compliment Slips, Headed Cards, Bookmarks, Invoice and Order Forms,
Delivery Forms, Folders, Vouchers, Loyalty Cards, Wedding and Business
Stationery, Plans, Prints (any Size up to A0) and so much More....

STATIONERS

• Stationery for School or College
• Postage and Packaging Supplies
• Filing Products
• Paper, Writing and Drawing Instruments
• Notebooks & Invoice Books

ARTS & CRAFTS SUPPLIES
We have a range of card making supplies from firms such as Hunky
Dory, Trimcraft and Crafts Too - from card blanks, card toppers,
glitters, printed papers, rubber stamps and stamping accessories.

Bymead House is a medium sized Nursing and Residential family
run home in the picturesque seaside village of Charmouth. Our
philosophy focuses on personal choice, individual freedom and
comprehensive care which is shared by all our staff and is reflected
in the home’s calm and friendly atmosphere. At Bymead quality
care and a home from home is truly embraced. We offer a highly
professional and exclusive care service for the elderly with a
personal touch.
Recently awarded GOOD following our CQC Inspection under the
new regulations.
For further details or to arrange a visit please contact the Registered
Manager Amy Blacklock on 01297 560620.
Bymead House, Axminister Road, Charmouth, DT6 6BS.
manager@bymead.co.uk

Website: www.axminsterprinting.co.uk Email: sales@axminsterprinting.co.uk
Address: Axminster Printing Co. Ltd. West Street, Axminster, Devon EX13 5NU

All the local news 24/7

www.bymead.co.uk

We’d like to wish all our customers a very Merry
Christmas and a happy and healthy 2022.
Thank you for your continued support and
patience over the past year.

lyme-online.co.uk

The appointment book is filling up fast so do get in touch
ASAP if you’d like to book for hair services
or eye treatments for the festive season.

Soft Furnishings

OUR OPENING HOURS ARE:

curtains, blinds, loose covers, cushions

Tuesday 9.00 - 5.30
Wednesday 9.00 - 5.00, Thursday 9.00 - 7.30
Friday 9.00 - 6.30, Saturday 8.30 - 1.30.

Jillian Hunt
07792 287701

alterations to curtains and clothes

Please note we are closing at 1.00pm on Christmas Eve
and will reopen on Tuesday 4th January

Jillian Hunt Seamstress

Shetland House, The Street, Charmouth

curtainscharmouth@gmail.com

01297 560221 Whatsapp 07852 505834

www.curtainscharmouth.co.uk

Find us on Instagram Lou.t_thesalon
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W I N T E R

2 0 2 1

With flexible levels of service ranging from booking agent to full property
management, we pride ourselves on working in partnership with our owners
and tailoring our services to provide a professional, personal package to suit all
requirements. With a commitment to quality, our portfolio of over 300 properties
includes everything from modern seafront apartments to thatched rural cottages.

BOOKING AGENT WITH TARGETED MARKETING OF YOUR PROPERTY | HOUSEKEEPING | KEY HANDOUT
MAINTENANCE, INCLUDING 24 HOUR EMERGENCY COVER | LINEN PROVISION | WELCOME HAMPERS

Why not ask us for a free consultation and financial assessment.

lymebayholidays.co.uk | 01297 443363
40
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