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S H O R E L I N E

Charmouth
Stores

Chilled Food

Fresh Fruit and Vegetables

Craft Beer
Great Wine Selection

Freshly Baked Bread

Confectionery
Soft Drinks

Frozen Food

Spirits

Lottery

Open until 9pm

Local & National Ales

Charcoal

Logs and Kindling Wood

Groceries

Scratchcards

Hot Pies and Pasties

Chilled Wine, Beer and Cider

Gluten Free Section

Local Products

Seasonal Products

Medicines

Contactless Payments

Friendly Staff

Independent

Batteries

Greetings Cards

LOTS OF
OFFERS

The Street

THE STREET, CHARMOUTH. 01297 560505

Cash Machine
NEW - now free to use

Cakes and Biscuits

Bean-to-cup Coffee Machine
NEW - now includes decaff

2 0 2 2

carpets, vinyls and luxury vinyl tiles
• The supply and tofit allof areas
of the home
Professional
and
courteous fitters
•
Furniture
moved
and
old
flooring
lifted and disposed of
•
Leading
brands
and
manufacturers
•
• Made to measure blinds and curtains
• Always offering beautiful home accessories

Hundreds of
co-op lines
in store
Cigarettes and Tobacco

S P R I N G

Fresh Flowers

Friendly Café
located in the
centre of the
Village serving
breakfast,
lunch, cakes &
cream teas.

Ice Cream
Free Delivery Service
Part of the Nisa Family

• Charmouth • 01297 560304

01297 561600

Coastal & Countryside specialists for W.Dorset & E.Devon
offering Estate Agency Services for the last 40 years!
DEMAND FOR
PROPERTIES
OUTSTRIPPING SUPPLY
IN CHARMOUTH &
SURROUNDING AREAS

At Fortnams we go the extra mile from
start to finish, and as a bonus we now
offer 360 degree online marketing
tours with integrated floorplan all as
part of our service.

The property market has experienced an
unprecedented rise in prices in recent
months with excellent local sales for us
The Charmouth Team Teresa, Sam, Beki and Judy
here at FSB. This remains buoyant with
many properties achieving higher than asking price due to
very high demand for our coastline community.

Contact us now for a no obligation free
valuation to discuss
your plans & update
what YOUR home is
now worth.

We would like to introduce to you Samantha Martin - our new additional experienced
negotiator who has joined our team this year!
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Editorial
Butterfly Wings
There is a saying, that many of you will
be aware of, that one flap of a butterfly’s
wings on the other side of the world may
have a small but completely unpredictable
effect on the future state of the
atmosphere and thus weather patterns.
It is unfair to blame such
beautiful creatures for the
largely man-made cause of
ever-more extreme weather
events. However, an
unplanned and unexpected
phenomenon 6000
miles from Charmouth
nearly caused a delay
in the publication of the last
edition of Shoreline.
As usual we contacted Keith at Axminster
Printing to confirm the quantity we
In these days of ever-increasing conflict,
violence and so many *!ANGRY!* people
around the world, Liz and I consider
ourselves to be very fortunate to be living
in the quiet, friendly and welcoming village
of Charmouth. There are, no doubt, very
many such places all over our country
but we have never regretted discovering
Charmouth.
There is an apocryphal story about a
fictitious resident of a fictitious village
who, when asked how long they had lived
there replied, “I’ve been here for 20 years
and I hope to be considered part of the
community quite soon!”. Taking over the
management of Shoreline seems to have
saved us about 19 years!
I have to say that Liz and I quickly found
a wonderful welcome in Charmouth when
we finally took up permanent residence in
2018 and before then, during our frequent
earlier visits.

needed and to ask when they would need
final copy for delivery by 1st December.
We received a cryptic message asking
us to telephone and it soon became clear
why Keith was anxious to talk to us!

Keith had to make some urgent
contingency plans, including purchasing
a new machine. This machine, whilst quite
capable of producing Shoreline only
operated at half the speed of the Minolta
machine.

Axminster Printing use a Minolta printing
machine for Shoreline and their supply of
toner from the Minolta factory in Japan
was suddenly in doubt.

However, thanks to Keith’s contingency
plans and our early completion of the final
copy, we managed to achieve publication
on time. Phew! - that was close.

Minolta had three factories in which they
produce the toner. In August 2021 one
of their factories exploded. No problem
of course since they had two backup
factories.

Readers never realised that a ‘butterfly’ in
Japan may have delayed the appearance
of the previous issue of Shoreline here in
Charmouth.

But no, the Japanese authorities were
ultra-cautious and decided to close the
other two factories as well, no doubt on
Health and Safety grounds. Result - no
toner supply could be guaranteed!

But they may notice that the gap
between ‘deadline’ dates and publication
dates have increased a little - for future
contingency purposes.
Roger Sansom

Despite having some close friends at our
home in Poole we can honestly say that
we could number more friends here in the
first 6 months than we had gained after
25 years in our previous neighbourhood.
For what it is worth, my own personal
recipe for a happy village life is:
•

Don’t be critical of others;

•

Don’t seek sympathy from others;

•

Always wear a smile for others;

•

Always say ‘hello’ to others;

•

Always try to help others;

THE SHORELINE TEAM 2022

•

Always try to find time to listen to others.

Roger Sansom

So far, so good!
Roger Sansom

Editor, Design and Layout
Liz Sansom
Assistant Editor, Treasurer
Vacancy

Your Shoreline team is planning a Platinum Jubilee
special issue for publication on 1st August, deadline
27th June, which will be the first issue after the June
Jubilee Bank Holiday weekend.
We would like to invite readers to submit any recollections of
Royal events from the 1953 Coronation onwards. Also, please
let us have reports and photographs of any Jubilee events to be
held in June.
Please send your memories including pictures where available,
to editor@shoreline-charmouth.co.uk or to The Editor, Shoreline, Bracoden, Lower Sea Lane, Charmouth, DT6 6LR

Advertising Manager
Vacancy
Features and interviews

editor@shoreline-charmouth.co.uk
The Editor, Shoreline,
Bracoden, Lower Sea Lane,
Charmouth, DT6 6LR
Shoreline, winner of the Dorset People’s
Project Award 2014

ALL SHORELINE ISSUES CAN BE SEEN ONLINE AND IN FULL COLOUR AT
WWW.CHARMOUTH.ORG/CHARMOUTH_VILLAGE/SHORELINE-MAGAZINE/
SHORELINE SPRING 2022/ ISSUE 45
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Parish Council News
•

Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Celebrations - the Parish Council are planning to light a jubilee beacon at the Foreshore at 9.45pm on Thursday 2nd
June as part of the nationwide beacon-lighting event.
In addition, trees have been ordered and are awaiting delivery for planting
at the Playing Field and Cemetery. It is hoped that this could be part of the
Queen’s Green Canopy initiative.
The Parish Council is also looking into the possibility of holding a “street
party”, perhaps at the playing field, in conjunction with other community
groups. Obviously, there are logistics to be worked out, but initially we
would be interested to receive feedback of enthusiasm from the village
and whether you would like to be involved, either as part of a community
group or an individual? This will give us an indication of whether such an
event would receive enough help and support to proceed.

•

Dog-related Public Space Protection Order - Do you walk at Charmouth
Foreshore with your dog? Are you aware that the whole area is part of the
Dorset Council Dog-Related Public Space Protection Order? This means
that in line with the map shown on the Council’s website (https://www.
charmouthparishcouncil.gov.uk/file/dog-notice-may-2021.pdf) and
on signage at the foreshore, although dogs are allowed to be off leads on
both beaches during the winter, they should still be on leads all year round
when in the car parks and surrounding footpaths (yellow areas). This is for
the dogs’ safety as well as, obviously, for hygiene purposes.
Unfortunately, people are not following these rules and this is causing
Parish Council staff to suffer abuse when they try to enforce them as well
as a big increase in dog fouling. Parish Council staff are able to enforce
the rules by the issue of a fixed penalty notice and although this is the
last resort, and none have yet to be issued in Charmouth, we will have no
choice for this to be the next course of action with repeat offenders.

•

•

Environment Working Group – Elsewhere in this edition you will find the
first article from the Parish Council’s Environment Working Group, entitled
“Good for Charmouth”. These articles which will be added to the Council’s
website are designed to provide hints and tips on topical issues. The first
one focuses on our sewers, saving water and the River Char.
Charmouth Neighbourhood Plan – As you will have probably heard
and be able to read about in the separate article from the Neighbourhood
Plan Steering Group, Charmouth Neighbourhood Plan was approved at
Referendum on 10th February and will now be referred to by the Parish
Council when commenting on, as well as Dorset Council when determining, planning applications. This is the culmination of 6 years of hard work
by the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group with many hiccups along the
way. Although said many times previously, the Parish Council is extremely
grateful to the Steering Group for keeping this going and formulating a
plan which will safeguard development in Charmouth for many years to
come. It is up to the Parish Council now to use and monitor the plan to
ensure its ongoing success.

Charmouth Parish Council

YOUR COMMUNITY NEEDS YOU!
Do you have resources that could be used in the event of
a village emergency, e.g. flood, storm damage, pandemic,
breakdown of communications?
The type of resources can range from physical items
such as food supplies, medical supplies, 4x4 vehicles,
mechanical equipment such as generators or power tools.
Do you have any specific skills which you can offer in an
emergency such as catering, help with transport, listening
or supporting skills?
If you think you can help, please contact the Clerk, Lisa
Tuck at clerk@charmouthparishcouncil.gov.uk or telephone

01297 560826
4
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GOOD FOR CHARMOUTH
Hints & Tips from Charmouth Parish Council’s Environment Group
Our Sewers, Saving Water and
The River Char
We can all help to reduce the
pollution levels in the River Char.
Whilst pollution is the responsibility
of Wessex Water and the
Environment Agency there are
steps, we as residents and business
owners, can take to help.
The River Char Community Project (www.charvalley.org) is
looking at nature-based upstream solutions to help reduce
pollutants and improve the land around the river to help wildlife
re-establish.
In Charmouth we can play a big role by reducing the pressure
on sewers to try to avoid the increasing need for sewage release
at times of heavy rainfall.
Using less water in the home will significantly reduce the burden
on sewers and also save money, precious resources and cut our
carbon footprint (clean water has a very high carbon footprint as
it takes a lot to clean it). Shorter showers / smaller baths, making
sure washing machines and dishwashers are used on water
efficient cycles are examples.
In the bathroom paper, poo and pee can be flushed down toilets
but put wet wipes (even ones marked as flushable) and sanitary
towels & tampons in the bin.
In the kitchen avoid putting fats, oils and grease down your sink
as these will all block drains over time.
In the garden and outside redirect rainfall to water butts. Keep
ditches, streams, and land drains on your property in good
condition and clear of debris to allow heavy rain to run away
more easily.
Environment Group, Charmouth Parish Council
www.charmouthparishcouncil.gov.uk

Charmouth Neighbourhood Plan

It’s a Yes!
The Referendum, held on the 10th February 2022, resulted
in a majority of over 90% voting in favour of using the
Neighbourhood Plan to help Dorset Council decide on
planning applications within the Charmouth area.
Overall 318 people voted: 289 in favour and 29 against.
Now that the referendum results have been announced
the Plan has full weight in decision making prior to the
formal ‘making’ process i.e. approval by Dorset Council. It is
expected Dorset Council will formally approve Charmouth
Neighbourhood Plan at their next Cabinet meeting on the
1st March 2022.
This result of the Referendum is the culmination of 6
years hard work by members of the Steering Group and
my thanks goes to them, to all those who helped along the
way, to those people who responded to consultations, and
finally to all those who voted ‘yes’ for the Plan. The Plan will
help shape the village’s future, protecting its unique coastal
character whilst encouraging moderate growth.
Andy Bateman – Chair of Charmouth’s Neighbourhood
Plan Steering Group

Letters

A VIEW FROM WESTMINSTER

I

n November 2013, I remember being in Chicago and seeing
a considerable protest with yellow and blue flags. It brought
attention to the situation in Ukraine and the Crimea. On
Thursday evening, 24th February 2022, a similar protest took
place right outside my office on Whitehall, opposite the
Cenotaph. It was a moving protest by hundreds of Ukrainians
again, but this time it was a protest for the British Government
to come to the aid of their families and their country. I stood at
the window and watched the first proper and moving protest
on Whitehall since I was elected, not least when they sang
their national anthem ‘We will lay down our souls and bodies
to attain our freedom’.
I receive almost daily briefings from the Foreign Office on the
latest. And I can tell you this is a very serious situation that poses
many mid and long term risks to us.
Russia has lied on countless occasions. Ukraine surrendered its
nuclear defence on the promise from Russia that it would never be
invaded. The Russian ambassador told the Foreign Secretary that
Russia would not invade Ukraine - but of course they have, with full
force.
I fear that our government’s efforts to reach a diplomatic and
political solution will not be possible. Russia has also told Sweden
and Finland not to consider NATO membership as there will
be political and military consequences. The French Navy has
intercepted a Russian ship in the English Channel on Saturday,
26th February and we know that there are Russian submarines in
the North Atlantic and some close to our waters with considerable
capability.
But we are dealing with a Russia that knows no bounds. A Russia
that clearly is becoming closer with China. And, with vulnerable
countries such as Latvia, Estonia, maybe Belarus and others a
logical follow up, many people from that region will tell you that they
have feared this day for a long time.
In Ukraine, on the television, we have seen real courage from
citizens taking up arms, in a way we would liken to the Second
World War. I find that very moving but it makes me feel that
we should do more to help an innocent democracy. But direct
involvement will trigger a third world war. We will have to contend
with Russia likely provoking our reaction in the coming days and
weeks. It wants us to react. It has provoked us for many years. We
have not been strong enough to stand up against it previously – but
we shall have to reconsider our stance going forward.
As always, please feel free to contact me. To receive my latest
updates from Westminster and West Dorset, please sign up to my
newsletter at www.chrisloder.co.uk
Chris Loder MP

Charmouth Parking Refund Scheme
A reminder that you can park
for two hours in Charmouth’s
Lower Sea Lane car park
and get your parking cost
refunded if you spend £10 or
more in any Charmouth outlet
displaying the ‘P FREE’ sign.
Most outlets in Charmouth
village centre are in the
scheme.

REVIEWS of Issue 44 from readers
I think Shoreline is exceptional. Interesting, informative and well
laid out.
I relocated here just over a year ago and felt compelled to say
so.
I have no idea why it took so long for me to see a copy!
Peter Buxton

Wonderful edition Roger, thank you.
Jo Seaman
Great edition.
Trudi Linda

Congratulations, great edition, have thoroughly enjoyed reading it.
Lisa Jones
Congratulations!!!!!
Really, really, lovely read and so attractive.
Mary Saunders

Shoreline looks really good. My first impression is that it contains more interesting articles than hitherto. Thanks especially
for the well-presented colour photos.
Stan Dolan
It was a great issue, I really enjoyed it (especially your NASA
article!).
Marie Oldham

The new copy of Shoreline looks really good and the splashes
of colour make a huge difference. It will make for very good
Christmas reading for locals and their families. I think it was a
very good move to keep the format for the front cover - it looks
exciting as well as professional, and whets people’s appetites
for what is to follow inside. An excellent edition! I know it will
be much appreciated.
Ros Cole
I finally got round to reading the magazine. Excellent again - so
professional. I’d no idea that Roger was so interested in the
space programme!
Moira Massey
The Post Office is operating in
Charmouth on two days only,
at the Library on Thursdays
between 10:15 - 13:00 and
13:30 - 15:15 each week and
we’ve now managed to open
up on Fridays at the Hollands
Room 10:00 - 15:00.
Steve Smith
Sub-Postmaster, Crewkerne Post Office
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Gabriel Bray - Charmouth`s Famous Naval Hero and Artist - Part 2
At the end of Part 1 of this story in
Issue 44 of Shoreline, Gabriel Bray had
just been awarded a Silver Cup by the
Customs Service in 1784 as a result of
his success in fighting the smugglers.

T

he following year there was a newspaper
report about Blanchard`s famous flight in
a Balloon across the Channel to Dover.
At the end there is a reference to a King`s
Cutter being in the vicinity to witness it. This
must have been Gabriel Bray`s and ties in with
the painting he later that year exhibited at the
Royal Academy - ‘A Representation of Mons.
Blanchard`s Balloon off Dover’.
Here is another representation of the event:

reproduced courtesy the Lighter Than Air Flight Magazine

There are a number of reports of Bray`s successes
with catching smugglers over the years. This is
just one from The Hampshire Chronicle,10th May
1788.
“Some few days since was seized near
Dungeness, and bought into this Port, by the
Enterprise Revenue Cutter, Captain Bray, the
Increase, Arthur Gibbs, Master, a Collier from
Newcastle. They had concealed under a cargo of
coals, 20 bales of Muslins, Crapes, Cottons, and
sundry other contraband articles and is supposed
to be very valuable.”
After commanding the Nimble Cutter we next find
Gabriel Bray based at Lymington, Hampshire,
where he was commander of ‘The Enterprise’, a
Revenue Cutter with 18 men. This is only briefly
before he embarks on a new chapter in his life
when he moves to Fowey in Cornwall. Gabriel
and Mary Bray were to spend the next ten years
there, where they built a fine house overlooking the
beautiful quay.
Smuggling in Cornwall had been going on almost
with impunity throughout the 7 years of war with
France. But in 1799 Napoleon seized power and
would soon be preparing to invade Britain. The
government would need all the money it could
muster to stop him. Two hundred years ago
Fowey was the front line in the government’s fight
back against Cornish smugglers. As war against
Napoleon raged the smugglers were trading
with the French on a huge scale. It was time for
the revenue to act. They sent their best man,
Captain Gabriel Bray to Fowey to wage war on the
smugglers. Bray had already earned a fearsome
reputation fighting smugglers elsewhere. Heavily
armed and well provisioned with the fastest ships,
this new and improved revenue service was a
force to be reckoned with. In just five months three
smuggling vessels were captured. He was to take
command of The Hind, one of the newest and
largest cutters in service, carrying a crew of 41
6
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men. In the summer of 1789, he announced his
appointment to command by placing a notice in the
Sherborne Mercury for five successive weeks.
“Lieutenant Gabriel Bray, Commander of the Hind
Revenue Schooner, in the service of his Majesty’s
Customs, now repaired and ready for sea, takes
this method of acquainting the public, that his
station extends from Portland to St. Ives Bay, and
that he is desirous for the good of the revenue, to
enter into a correspondence with any person or
persons, who will give him information of goods
about to be illegally landed, or where sunk ready
for landing, and will, if the said goods are taken by
him, give to the person or persons who informed
him thereof, one third of his share of seizure
money, besides a present over and above out of
his own pocket. Likewise he promises to conceal
all such persons who shall give information, and
that they shall never appear in case of law suits
in any court. The Port he uses chiefly is Fowey,
in Cornwall, and should any person residing near
there, who cannot write, wish to give him regular
information, Lieutenant Bray can shew such
person a method of corresponding with him just
as clear and intelligible as writing, if the person
will only wait on Lieutenant Bray, at his house in
Fowey, for a few minutes. Hind Schooner, June
15th, 1789.”
The National Archives have a large number of
letters from Gabriel Bray reporting the actions he
was taking against the smugglers. There are also
many graphic reports in newspapers of the time of
his many successes. Here are just a few:
March 5th 1796 Plymouth: “Arrived the Hind
Revenue Cutter, Captain Bray, from a cruise, and
bought in with her the Vigilant, a smuggler Cutter,
belonging to Polperro, laden with about 500 ankers
of spirits, which she captured early this morning a
few leagues west of this port”.

On Boxing Day 1799 a Customs Preventative boat
from Cassandra near Plymouth sighted a large
vessel in the process of landing goods on the
beach. On approaching, the smugglers opened fire
and one of the boatman, Humphrey Glynn, was
killed. The smuggling vessel was known as the
Lottery of Polperro and a reward of £200 was
offered for information on the offenders and as
expected none was forthcoming. The following
year the authorities were more successful thanks
to Gabriel Bray as reported as follows:
Plymouth, May 14: “The capture of the Lottery
smuggling cutter by Captain Bray is likely to be
the means of bringing to justice the murderers of
Glynn, the Customs House boatman, of Penlee
Point, at Christmas last. One of the crew of the
Lottery was offered to turn evidence, and from
his information Thomas Potter, of Polperro, in
Cornwall, has been apprehended there and
examined in the Guildhall there. The crew of
the Lottery, eighteen in number, are in close
confinement, and it supposed that many of them
are implicated in the crime. The Lottery had
upwards of 700 casks of spirits on board when
taken”.

Falmouth, June 12 1799: “Captain Bray, of the
Hind Cutter, has carried a smuggling vessel laden
with 120 ankers of Spirits, into Falmouth”.

The case against the smugglers ended up in the
Old Bailey in London, with Gabriel its key witness
with the conviction of Potter who was later hanged.
In October 1800 the Brays put their house in
Fowey up for sale. It would seem that it was not to
attract an immediate buyer as it was not until 1807
that they finally sold it and its contents. By then he
had reached the age of 58 and was not in the best
of health and had retired from the Customs with a
pension. They decided to move to a new terrace
house in Newington, South London near where the
Oval Cricket Ground is today. Their good friend,
John Swainson, who held the senior position of
Secretary to the Board of Customs would be their
neighbour. It was his son, Isaac Gabriel Swainson
who was christened in 1794 with the Brays as
Godparents. They must have thought highly of
him as the famous album of watercolours was
to be given to him later in his life. He was to go
on to have a successful career as Comptroller of
Customs in Jamaica.

Deal, September 10th 1799: “The Hind Revenue
Cutter, Captain Bray, is just arrived in the Downs
from Holland. This vessel left the Texel yesterday
morning, and Captain Bray supposes that a severe
action has taken place previous to his departure,
having heard a heavy and constant fire of artillery 9
hours before he started, and which he continued to
hear four leagues at sea, but knows not the issue”.

Another important link with the Swainson family
was with John`s brother Isaac. He was to
purchase the formula for a patent medicine called
Velno`s Vegetable Syrup and make a fortune
advertising in newspapers of the time. Amongst his
endorsements was that from Gabriel Bray writing
from Fowey in 1794 about how it had changed his
life for the better.

July 25th 1797: “A French Lugger privateer, by
the Hind Revenue Cutter, Lieutenant Bray, who
also retook a Sloop which the privateer had before
captured”.
April 1 1799 Plymouth: “On the 26th Ult. was
carried into Fowey by the crew, and taken
possession of by Captain Bray, of the Hind Cutter,
in the service of the Customs, the French Brig,
Fortune, of and from Bordeaux, bound to Dunkirk,
laden with wine and oil”.
8 May 1799 Plymouth: “Arrived, the Hind Revenue
Cutter, Lieutenant Bray, with the Dottery, smuggler,
having on board 400 ankers of spirits. She threw
overboard 200 ankers in the chase”.

“In the spring of 1793, a disease made its
appearance on both my arms. It increased most
rapidly and covered almost every part of my body. I
had sores as large as sixpences. I took mercurials
and could scarcely move from my room without
assistance, and could not put a coat on. I was
advised to undergo a regular course of Velnos
Syrup which began in December. I felt its influence
in ten days and every day gave me additional
strength and vigour. In the space of two months
those persons who saw me in town scarcely knew
me, it was to my feelings a complete regeneration.
By continuing to take a few bottles Spring and in
the Autumn to assure my own mind I will never be
troubled so dreadful complaint. Your obliged and
sincere friend Gabriel Bray”.
The Brays were to spend only seven years in
Newington before their final move to Charmouth
before April 1814, where they appear in the Poor
Rates List. It is difficult to fathom out why they
chose our village to live in as they had no children
and Gabriel’s family were all still living in Deal in
Kent. They initially rented the building we know
today as The Stone House at the top of The Street
from the builder, John Paul.

A short distance further down the hill is to be found
Peria and when it was auctioned with its neighbour
Lutrell House in 1817,the Brays were the proud
new owners. For a short time the existing tenant,
Captain Amos Ferris continued to live there until
they moved in 1820.

The congregation had swelled over the years and
Gabriel designed and had built a gallery in 1817 to
accommodate the increase. Sadly, the building has
gone, but a model was made just before its
demolition and we can still see how it once looked
with a group of panels that he had painted of the
Disciples with Christ in the centre.

The inscription on the top of the tomb is the same
as that as the memorial recording their deaths in
1823 and 1835, respectively. Gabriel and Mary
Bray were to have no children and their estate

An early will by Gabriel in 1817 has Mary Peyton,
Spinster of Charmouth, as a witness. It is this
lady who must have been a close friend of theirs,
for later when she marries Charmouth Parish
Surgeon, Dr Robert Hallett Sweeting in 1823 in
Charmouth Independent Church, it is witnessed
by Gabriel. They later take on the lease of the
Stone House from the Brays where they bring up
their family which includes a son who they christen
Robert Bray Sweeting.
In 1818, Gabriel
Bray designed a
boat filled with airboxes under the
seats and along the
sides and won a
Silver Cup from The
Society for the
Encouragement of
Arts, Manufacturers
and Commerce
for it.
Gabriel left his house and possessions to his wife,
Mary on his death in 1824 and she continued to
live at Peria. It seems that she was to have the
company of Gabriel`s niece, Mary Coles. For she
had lost both her parents in the same year and
was on her own. She had a considerable dowry
and was later to meet Joseph Wilson from Lyme
Regis and marry in the same year. They purchased
an acre of land and built nos. 1,2,3 Hillside on it.
They lived at no. 3 and bought up a family until
her death in 1849. She was buried at St. Andrew’s
church where her tomb can still be seen.
We are fortunate in Charmouth in having a
magnificent marble memorial above the church
entrance to the great man and his wife, which we
show here.

would eventually, on the death of Mary, go to the
four children of Charmouth doctor, Robert Hallett
Sweeting.
It is a strange coincidence that both John and
Margaret Coles died in 1823 within 16 days of
each other. This was also the year in which both
her brothers - Gabriel and John Raven Bray would
die - perhaps there was a family curse!
Tony Robinson produced a ‘Walking through
History’ documentary on Cornish Smuggling in
2013, which featured Gabriel Bray’s exploits in
great depth. It can be seen on DVD, YouTube or
Channel 4 catchup.
Captain Bray also features in the Poldark Books
and appeared as a character in the old series on
television.
It has been great fun researching the history of
this gentleman as his memorial in the church is a
mystery to most people. I do hope in future he is
held in greater regard as the paintings he left us
are now believed as amongst the finest record of
the 18th century Navy. Whereas there are many
paintings of the ships, there are very few of life
on board them. I have also enjoyed combing the
old newspapers, archives, books and websites for
every reference I can find on him. Many of these
are first hand and quite bloodthirsty.
Bringing the story right up to date, Gabriel Bray
(played by Derek Frood) made an appearance in
the 2015/2016 BBC TV series of Poldark.

Gabriel Bray soon made his mark on the village
and shortly afterwards took up the position of
churchwarden at St. Andrew’s. The building we see
today was built in 1836 replacing a much earlier
edifice.

Their grave sadly is just a shadow of what it must
have once been at the corner of the church yard. It
would have been a chest tomb, with four sides
which have since disappeared as has the iron
railings that would have adorned it. These would
no doubt have been cut off during the last war as
part of a drive all over the country for the war effort.

Just go to my freshford.com website if you wish
to see copies of the many paintings that Gabriel
produced and more about his amazing life.
Neil Mattingly
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View from the Bench

TV TIMES: MY 30 YEARS IN TELEVISION
a talk by Eric Harwood on Friday 8th April
at St. Andrew’s Church, Charmouth

Don McLean sang in American Pie:
“A long long time ago
I can still remember how that music used to make me smile
and I knew if I had my chance that I could make those people dance
and maybe they’d be happy for awhile
But February made me shiver
with every paper I’d deliver
bad news on the doorstep
I couldn’t take one more step
I can’t remember if I cried
when I read about his widowed bride
but something touched me deep inside
the day the music died.”
Much has been written about the meanings of the reference
to the music died. First sung in 1971, some say it refers to the
aftermath of death and carnage at the Rolling Stones’ Altamont
concert in California on the 6 December 1969, representing the
death of the innocence of flower power and youth music. An
unforeseen event had changed lives without anyone realising
it had done so. Sound familiar? Who would have thought a tiny
virus in China in 2019, 50 years on from Altamont, would wreak
equally unforeseen but even greater catastrophe?

I

n his own warm and amusing way, Eric will take us
from the back streets of Everton (round the corner
from Cilla Black) in the 1950’s/60’s, moving to Knotty
Ash, land of Ken Dodd fame, and how he became a
journalist before moving on into television. Amazing
coincidences along the way successfully led to his
working at LWT under Janet Street Porter.
Travelling all over the globe, it was a hard hitting ITV film
in the Bronx about mothers and children with Aids which
showed how powerful TV could be, and decided Eric to
make programmes with purpose. A tough Hackney council
estate programme followed, and won an award for best
documentary. It culminated in the tower blocks being blown
up a few years later, such was its impact on the Minister for
the Environment when he went to meet the tenants.
Many other films and documentaries have followed
including Charles Spencer on his sister Princess Diana,
The Boy Whose Skin Fell Off (a very moving film),
Wainwright walks with Julia Bradbury, The Great Wall Of
China, John Lennon and many more.

It may change our lives forever. And it hasn’t gone away. In the
seven days to the 25th of January 2022, the infection rate in
Dorset had risen significantly again to 860 cases per 100,000
people, and at this time of year, that is 100,000 residents without
the influx of massive numbers of tourists likely to start at around
half term. Rates of death and severity may have fallen, but rates
of infection have not.

It will be a fascinating, entertaining and fun evening with
Eric so hope you will be able to join us. Tickets are £7.50 to
include a glass of wine/soft drink. Tickets can be obtained
from Fortnum Smith and Banwell (cheques or cash) or from
Helen Hughes 01297 560487

When if ever will we escape twice yearly necessary and
effective vaccination? Extra personal hygiene habits of hand
washing, sanitisation, face masks and the like remain advocated.
10 years after Altamont, in Hill Street Blues, Sergeant Phil
Esterhaus would tell every shift at the start of every episode
“let’s be careful out there”. Still true today for all of us. These
are all indicators of the respect each of us owe to the safety of
others as they each owe us for our own safety and health.

CHANGING SPACES

And so the points are respect. Respect for ourselves (stay
safe). Respect for our friends and neighbours (be careful). Take
nothing for granted because something will always bite us back.
All of this will keep the home of our fossils and surf safe and
beautiful because, to return to what The Rolling Stones might
have said, “it’s only rock fossils and surf roll but I like it like it yes
I do”. And oh, if bad news is on the doorstep, maybe one of my
latest memes is right when it advises Don McLean’s good old
boys drinking whiskey and rye:
“Just read an article on the dangers of heavy drinking… scared the sh**
out of me… so that’s it. After today, no more reading.”
Only kidding! I remain dry but seeking any recommendations for
good 0% wines!
Allan Gore
8
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Lunchtime Concerts
Lunchtime Concerts are normally held on the last Tuesday of the month
in St. Andrew’s Church, Charmouth. Concerts commence at 12.30pm
with refreshments available from 12 midday. No charge for entry but
donations are invited.
The following lunchtime concerts have been booked, with others still
being arranged:
Tues 26th April - TBA
Tues 31st May - Jurassix Shanty Singers
Tues 28th June - Sax and Piano Duo
Tues 26th July - The Beacon Piano Trio
Tues 30th August - The Whitchurch Ensemble
Tues 27th September - TBA
STOP PRESS - The first Sunday afternoon concert has
been booked for May 29th, featuring pianist Joyce Clark.
Watch out for more details nearer the date.

News from St. Andrew’s Church

I

St. Andrew’s - Then and Now
should first of all like to turn back the clock by 186 years to 1836 when
St. Andrew’s church was built. It replaced the existing St. Matthew’s
church which had been there since around 1300.

In the early 1800’s the congregation was expanding
to such an extent that by 1820 a gallery had been
built to accommodate them. When this proved not to
be sufficient it was proposed, in 1835, that an aisle
on the north side of the church be built. The architect,
instructed to carry out a survey, reported that: “he had
never seen so dilapidated or unsafe a building and that
it was necessary to build a new church”. A total of 334
residents subscribed £1,221 and friends outside the
parish added a further £1,130. The final cost of building
the church came to £3,098, with the shortfall coming
from grants and sale of material from the demolition.

By a fortuitous coincidence, the mother and aunt of the renowned architect,
Charles Fowler, resided in the village at the time and persuaded him to bid for
the design of the new church. His bid was duly accepted by the trustees of
the church, and it was this decision that resulted in the design of the church
we see today. It has been described as having “a 50ft lofty
nave with slender, graceful columns and large areas of
wonderful stained glass redolent of Victorian splendour and
civic pride”.

For anyone concerned about the plans to remove the
central block of pews to open up the space for the benefit
of the whole community, you should be aware that they
are not the pews that were in place when the new church
was built. Thirty years after St. Andrew’s was opened, in
William Hoare’s model of St. Matthew’s church
1866, the whole church was reseated because the existing
set in today’s churchyard, thanks to Bill Burn.
seating which had been reused from the old church was
deemed ‘unsatisfactory’. But, true to the generosity of the parishioners in
1836, the pews to be taken out will be sold to supplement the renovation cost!
Thanks to the foresight of William Hoare, a village carpenter, we know exactly
what the old church looked like since he constructed the most amazingly
Historical research courtesy Neil Mattingly.
Roger Sansom
accurate model of both the inside and outside.

Changing Spaces

T

he Changing Spaces team has now resumed its
regular meetings and has started to plan future
events. We are delighted to start our year with a
fascinating talk by Eric Harwood (see
details to the left) on Friday 8th April
7pm in St. Andrew’s church.

last Tuesday of the month, is expected to start in April. Other
musical Sunday afternoon events are also being planned.
The ever-popular Free Exchange Café will
start again in June where people bring
good quality items for someone else to
take home and enjoy. Coffee and delicious
pastries always make this a fun and social
event.

In late April there will be a churchyard tidy,
although we have some wonderful kind
people who have removed ash saplings
from tombs and cleared brambles and
already made a difference.

Please watch out for posters advertising
these events.

Over the Jubilee bank holiday 2nd to 5th
June, we will be having an Art Exhibition
featuring several local artists with a preview
evening on Thursday 2nd, coffee and cakes Saturday
morning then closing on Sunday 5th.

We are always grateful for help at these
events. Volunteers should contact Helen
Hughes at helenhughes40@btinternet.
com or on 01297 560487. For music events please contact Liz
Sansom at liz@elizabethsansom.co.uk or 01297 560681.

The six month season of Lunchtime Concerts, held on the

Helen Hughes

S

Restore - Reorder - Renew - Project Update

ince my winter update, the team have continued to
move the project forward. Further work has taken
place to meet & engage with local suppliers to learn
about their products and services
that will help us meet the challenges
of the project.
We have also expanded the wider
project delivery team to bring in
specialist conservation professionals:
Sally Strachey to help us repair and
restore our monuments and memorials.
In addition, we have appointed Hills of
Exeter to provide the team with Quantity
Surveying expertise.
I can positively report that our faculty
application for the exterior works is at the final stages of
approval. It is anticipated that we should receive the faculty in
March. Following that, we can start the issuing tenders for the
restoration phase of the project!

Looking ahead to the next few months the project’s priorities are:
Priority 1.– Permission from the Diocese of Salisbury
To develop the faculty application for
Phase 2b – The Reordering & Renewal
Works.
Priority 2. – Restoration Works
To select, approve and enable a contractor
to start Phase 2a of the project.
Priority 3. – Fundraising
A short list of 3rd Party funding
opportunities has been produced.
Applications will now be developed to
seek support to fund the extensive work
programme.
Looking forward to Restoring, Reordering and Renewing St
Andrew’s Church.
John R Smith - Project Manager
SHORELINE SPRING 2022/ ISSUE 45
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CHARMOUTH HISTORY SOCIETY
SPRINGS FORWARD

M

any readers and members of Charmouth Local History Society
(CLHS) will be aware of our good fortune in being awarded
a National Lottery Heritage Grant enabling us to do more in
reaching out to the community.
We gave a short update to members at our AGM in September 2021 that,
despite the uncertainty of ‘Covid’, we as a committee have been working on
our plans for 2022 and beyond.
We moved within ‘The Elms’ to a smaller ground floor room which freed
up more office space for the Parish Council staff. Since January this year,
although snug, we are able to hold our meetings in our new room and
continue to catalogue and organize the archive onto a database. It’s hard to
know how to move forward unless you know what you have.
Our aim is to have at least four events during 2022 along with our normal AGM
where we will launch our new website. In addition, our publication The Village
Echo is being put together and will appear in the spring.
Like many groups in Charmouth we have missed being part of the village
with so many restrictions on what you could or could not do. The simple act
of meeting as a committee, sometimes in the four corners of a garden, has
meant being creative.
The positive from the past two years has been a re-evaluation of what and
how we do things: a tightening of our procedures; returning to our core values
of recording and promoting the history of Charmouth and its surrounding
areas.
Often we are contacted by a media company doing a television program or
film where we sign a non-disclosure agreement sharing our knowledge and

O

information. So be assured if it is on television and has anything to do with this
part of Dorset/Devon then we have been asked to provide some information.
Enquiries and questions not unsurprisingly come from all corners of the world
and, bear in mind, some families are third if not fourth generation visitors and
holiday makers to Charmouth. And we must not forget the many residents of
Charmouth and their descendants who they themselves live abroad.
Membership is therefore open to ANYONE in the world
who has the same aims and values as the society.
The richness of Charmouth history can be summed up in some notes recently
found written by Reginald Pavey (Local Historian and whose work the CLHS is
founded upon), where he recounts a conversation with someone looking into
their family’s history. The links go from Charmouth to France to the Napoleonic
war, to Napoleon’s retreat from Moscow and to Marie Antoinette’s solicitor.
A few lines in some notes and yet there is so much to be researched for a
book or article. This happens all the time. A donation, however small, of some
photographs or a pamphlet, can all of a sudden begin to shine new light on
another part of Charmouth’s past.
Can you help? Yes. If there is something lurking in a box you feel too good to
throw away that may be of interest and is related to Charmouth, we would love
the option to have it. Alternatively, you can help by becoming a member - the
more members we have, the more we can do.
You may not wish to be part of the committee, but would like to help in
some other way then we are looking for helpers at our events. It may not be
glamorous but it is interesting, rewarding fun and very social.
We are looking for someone to help with events, finding and liaising with
groups and individuals to come and give talks or exhibitions. Not an onerous
task but it all helps to be able to cross the T’s and dot the I’s.
Helen Parker, Chair CLHS
helenparkerhistory@btinternet.com

SILLY COW!

ne could be forgiven for expecting Gandalf standing at one of the
entrances to Mews Stone. The jagged rocks, forming an inner
lagoon with deep crystal clear waters, evoke magical scenes from
Lord of the Rings. However, there were no notorious characters in this
tranquil oasis other than grey seals when we paddled through. I thought
these mammals could easily be mistaken for badly stuffed bolsters
plumped up on rocks.

‘No, I didn’t mean you, sorry,’ he
said, but if you look towards the
bottom edge of the cliff, you’ll see
a cow. She must have taken up
abseiling without ropes!’
‘You are joking, aren’t you?’
As we came nearer, there she
was, looking terrified, standing
motionless on a flat boulder.
Would one still be standing after
falling from a clifftop? There were
walkers on the coastal path,
staring down at the poor black and
white spotted cow, bemused at
how she got there. Peter, a born
Samaritan, scrambled ashore to
go and check if the animal was
injured. She didn’t appear hurt, he
declared when he returned.

Observing us through half-closed eyes, they seemed unfazed by our
presence as we went past, careful not to make any sudden moves or
splashes with our paddles. The weather conditions were perfect that day;
light wind, sea, sunshine, and blue sky. We could have stayed for hours in
this sanctuary, watching the seals from our kayaks, but as they say, ‘Time
and tide waits for no man!’
Leaving the slumbering creatures, we made for Blackpool Sands. By then,
a light breeze had whipped up. I was nervous at the thought of crossing
Dartmouth harbour entrance where traffic of boats power to and fro. In a
14.5-foot kayak, a large wake could turn us over as easily as the delicate
paper boats our friend Vanessa makes.
On our way to Blackpool Sands, we suddenly heard a haunting sound from
across the water. It seemed so evocative of lighthouses on the Brittany
coast. But we were now on the southwest coast of England where the
current doesn’t rip like savage torrents, and whole rocky islands don’t
disappear under huge tides. But then again, the sound was more like an
amplified moo, far removed from seals on Mew Stone. It was too puzzling
not to go and investigate. Peter likes a challenge, which seemed the perfect
opportunity to use his skilful rock-hopping. I followed him, my heart in my
mouth. A quiet river is my preferred playground, as I haven’t mastered the
Eskimo roll just yet, but there is still time. After all, I am only seventy years
old.
As I contemplated my next exploit, Peter shouted: ‘What a silly cow.’ How
dare he refer to me in that fashion. What had I done wrong? When I caught
up with him, I grumbled about the insult.
10
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‘When is milking time? I hope the farmer knows how to abseil,’ I said. Maybe
it wasn’t such a good joke. I was sorry and concerned for the poor cow and
needed a diversion. Peter radioed the Coastal Watch on his mobile VHF radio
to report the casualty. ‘This will be dealt with,’ the operator told him. How often
do they deal with stranded cows on rocks? I wondered.
As we paddled back to Dartmouth, the marooned quadruped was still there.
By then, the tide was rising fast. If only we could have towed her across the
water to safety. Maybe the coastguard had already arranged for the animal to
be lifted out. Later, we called the office, but the operator knew nothing of the
incident.
I hope there won’t be chilling tales from future mariners sailing along the
southwest coast of England, telling people about the ghostly moo of a monster
stranded on a rock, although don’t you think it would make a good story?
©2022 Monique Newby

Charmouth Community Library and Internet Café
What does our library offer?
Our library itself holds thousands of
books and, as books move around the
various community libraries in Dorset,
what is available is always changing.
Plus dozens and dozens of brand new
books arrive every year for our shelves.
There is a particularly good selection
of health and wellbeing books aimed at
both adults and youngsters.
In all there are around 7 million books, audio books, DVDs
and other items on any and all subjects in the complete
LibrariesWest catalogue, any of which can be ordered and
delivered to the library. Online services includes books which
can be ‘borrowed’ just like paper books, and there is also access
to online magazines and newspapers. Your library membership
card allows you to borrow items not just from Charmouth but
from any library within the LibrariesWest area.
Dorset Council provides the books and the technology along
with some administrative assistance, but no funding is received
from the Council. The library is a charity and run by volunteers.
In order to run the building and pay the bills, we are reliant
on fundraising, hire of the Clematis Room, and of course all
donations are welcome. Regular fundraising events include book
sales, with the next Plant Sale expected in May.
There are PCs which can be used, photocopying (10p per side

Dorset Police and Crime
Commissioner
When I met with the Mayor of Lyme Regis and local councillors for the
area last August, I talked about the changes I wanted to see made to
local policing.
Indeed, last Summer I also spent some time with your local area
Inspector and your local MP Chris Loder to see the Forces Summer
Policing plan in action - taking time out to go to ASB hotspots and see
what the police were doing to tackle the issue in the Bridport, Lyme
Regis and Charmouth areas.
I was reassured to see the work that the Force were carrying out and
I know that this year once again, between the Summer Policing Plan
and Op Relentless there will be a concentration of activity along Marine
Parade, Monmouth Beach and at skate park in Lyme Regis.

black and white, 50p colour), sheets can be laminated for 50p,
and you could use our guillotine to cut neat edges.
The entrance lobby offers all sorts of information including
leaflets on health, theatres, concerts, and tourist venues. This is
also where to see posters advertising local services as well as
events.
As well as the Library, there is the Clematis Room which can be
hired for meetings or events whether regular or one-off. When
the library is open, there are second hand books, DVDs and
CDs for sale, also jigsaws (some of which can be borrowed), to
be found in the Clematis Room.
The Clematis Room also hosts the Post Office on Thursdays.
Don’t forget, all banking services as well as the usual PO
services are available here. To avoid queues, come between
1.30 and 3pm. On the first Thursday each month you can talk to
our local PCSO between 10.30 and 11.30.
And on Covid … other than during the first lockdown when
nearly everything was closed, our library continued to provide
borrowing services, whether by being open, or having a weekly
collection service. However, as Covid is still around the wearing
of masks is very much appreciated in the library and the Post
Office.
If you’re not already a member, why not visit, and talk to one of
our volunteers.
Eden Thomson and Rosalind Cole

1st Charmouth Brownies
and Rainbows
Guiding has returned to the St Andrew’s Community Hall,
Charmouth for 2022!
So far this year 1st Charmouth Brownies and Rainbows
have enjoyed a pool party at Newlands, dancing for the
children in need charity and badge, bubbles, star gazing,
learning about guiding and climate change for world
thinking day plus Chinese New Year!
All the girls have been
collecting badges and Alexis
has even earned her gold
award 🥇

I hope that the new spilt command structure, which sees Dorset and
Bournemouth, Christchurch and Poole areas having their own command
teams and officers, has meant that officers spend more time in their own
area, and I hope that some of you have seen more officers out patrolling
and more community engagement happening.

This is achieved for working
hard on skills building and
meeting hours, plus interest
badges carried out at home
from each and every theme.
Alexis has even been
sewing her own badges
on too, which is mighty
impressive. As we say at
Brownies ‘Well done well
done well done Alexis!’.

I am pleased to say that Dorset has seen a rise in officer numbers
and we now have over 1,337 officers serving the public and a new
recruitment drive starts again this week!
I am particularly pleased to see such a full list of engagement
opportunities on your local Neighbourhood Policing Teams’ web page https://www.dorset.police.uk/neighbourhood-policing/bridport/
I would encourage everyone to go along and meet their local
neighbourhood team – they want to get to know you and I want you
to know them, because better community engagement, means better
policing and a safer county for us all.
David Sidwick
Dorset Police and Crime Commissioner

If your daughter would like to join us, we meet in the hall
at 5:30pm on Wednesdays and you can register for this
online at https://www.girlguiding.org.uk/information-forparents/register-your-daughter/
Natty Owl

🦉
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National Coastwatch (NCI)

National
Coastwatch

Lyme Bay QAVS

F

ollowing Mike
and Jo Seaman’s
move to the
Cotswolds Colin
Horlock has taken over
as Station Manager for
Charmouth.
Colin and his wife live
in Charmouth and he
has been involved in the
running of the operation
since its beginning some
six years ago and looks
forward to building on its
success.
Previously, Colin lived at
Hawkchurch for many
years and is now retired
having been a High
Street Bank Manager.

Colin Horlock with Judy Clarke
the Lyme Bay Station Manager

Currently there are 57 Coastwatch Stations around the British
Isles providing the eyes and ears along the coast, monitoring
radio channels and keeping a visual watch. We are trained to
deal with emergencies and report directly to the Coastguards
and work with the other emergency services.

Charmouth Village People

C

harmouth Village People restarted at the Village Hall,
once a month from November 2021, and we were so
pleased to see so many of our old friends. We kicked
off with “The Battle
of the Dorset
Cake”, which
was won by Pat
Stapleton. We had
a craft session and
lovely combined
Christmas party
with the Cake and
Cuppa group in
December, with
the Lyme Luggers
on their ukuleles
serenading us.

We restarted our trips and visited Wells for the day. We then had
a lovely pre Christmas trip to Sidmouth followed by a carvery
meal at the Hare and Hounds, and finished our Christmas
shopping at the Ottery St Mary Garden Centre, just to add a few
more baubles to the tree.
Since the beginning of 2022, we have had a Games Afternoon
thanks to Gill Savage, followed by a talk about Life as an Airline
Pilot and Flight Attendant thanks to Lisa and her husband. There
will be a brief AGM on April 6th, with clothes and accessories for
sale provided by Samantha Ricketts, all welcome!
The big event this year for us, will be our Jubilee Party on June
1st. This is open to local residents but we will limit numbers to
make it a pleasant experience for all. There will be a £5 charge
per head to cover food, etc. Please contact us if you would like
to attend.

The Station works closely with the main Lyme Bay NCI station
at Hive Beach, Burton Bradstock and last year was able to help
HM Coastguard along with the Emergency Services fifteen
times.
As a charity we rely on donations and fund-raising from the
public. We cover all our own expenses, including uniforms, and
travelling to the lookout sometimes from many miles away. We
are very fortunate too in having the support of the Charmouth
Parish Council which is also the landlord for the lookout.
Additionally, we are gifted and loaned valuable equipment from
local individuals and businesses.
Enquiries to:
Colin Horlock, Lyme Bay NCI
Deputy Station Manager
(Charmouth Sector)
email: colin.horlock@nci.org.uk

We have already extended our hours at weekends and are now
keen to increase our hours during the week but need more
volunteers. So, if you are interested do look in, and we will be
only too happy to show you what we do and tell you more about
it. We are there between 11am and 3pm weekdays and 10am to
4pm at weekends.
To find out more, our national website is www.nci.org.uk or,
for volunteering, contact our Lyme Bay Station Manager, Judy
Clarke, email: judy.clarke@nci.org.uk telephone: 07786 354403
Colin Horlock

In 2022 we went by coach to Glastonbury and the Clarks retail
outlet on March 1st, and Bath for the day on March 24th. These
trips were chosen by our group, but all suggestions for the future
will be welcomed.
We are looking at going to Bradford on Avon in May, (date to
be confirmed) and have a long list of other potential trips to be
discussed. Please let me know if you would be interested in
being notified of any future trips.
We intend to continue with meetings every month and a BBQ/
Garden Party in August, so that there isn’t a long gap with no
meetings over the summer.
If you require any further information contact: Judith Howells
on 07906 840950 or jude57@btinternet.com or Kath Harper on
07803 131757 or Kaffdor@hotmail.com

ALL SHORELINE ISSUES CAN BE SEEN ONLINE AT
WWW.CHARMOUTH.ORG/CHARMOUTH_VILLAGE/SHORELINE-MAGAZINE/
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What’s On
Charmouth Village People
All events will take place at the Village Hall from 2.30
pm.to 4.00 pm (except the Jubilee party which will
run from 2.00 pm to 4.00 pm)
April 6th. A very brief AGM will be followed by tea and
cakes, and clothes and accessories for sale from good
quality stores such as Marks and Spencer and Next.
These items are new and at reduced prices as they are
over orders, etc. All welcome.
May 4th. Tony English talking about the colourful career
of his father, Arthur English.Tea and cake. All welcome.
June 1st. Our Jubilee 1950’s Tea Party.
2.00 p.m. to 4.00 p.m. £5 per ticket. Open to local
residents. Limited numbers.
You are welcome to dress in your finest 50’s Gladrags if
you so wish. 1950’s music, Coronation chicken, trifle and
a raffle!
Please contact Kath on 07803 131757 or Judith on
07906 840950 to book a ticket.

Charmouth Gardeners
Thursday April 21st at 2.30 pm.
TALK by Cyril Whitlock from Groves Nursery. Cyril is
a well respected show judge and will share his tips on
entering exhibits in shows. All welcome.
Saturday 21st May at 10am.
PLANT SALE in the Village Hall, donations of plants
welcome between 8.30 and 9.30am. All welcome.
Wednesday 22nd June.
COACH TRIP to Mottisfont. A National Trust property
with an internationally famous Rose Garden which
should be in full bloom.
Saturday 13th August.
CHARMOUTH SUMMER SHOW, more details in
the next edition of Shoreline! The schedule will be
available in July and we hope to have a bumper crop
of entries after Cyril’s talk in April! You do not need to
be a member to exhibit.
JOIN US for talks, outings, social events and discounts
from several local shops. Membership is just £5 a year.
Contact the Membership Secretary 01297 561625

Volunteers wanted.
It would be really helpful if we could encourage people
to sign up to help with Charmouth Village People events.
• We often need extra people to help at events, setting
up the room, serving tea and food, etc.
• Collecting people to bring them to the Village Hall for
meetings and events, normally on a Wednesday p.m.
and taking them home.
• We used to go to Bridport to see films etc, but we are
now short of drivers to take people to these events.
Could you help?
You may be happy to also stay and watch the film or
production yourself.
Contact Judith if you can help on 07906 840950 or
jude57@btinternet.com.

WANTED - Diary Checker
Shoreline is looking for a
volunteer to phone round
and validate the details
for each of the Groups on
page 37.
A one-off task to be done
sometime before the next
issue, but we may ask you
to do it again in the future!
Anyone interested should contact us at:
editor@shoreline-charmouth.co.uk

Knit and Natter
invite you to join them for a
cup of coffee and ‘natter’
on

Saturday 9th April
in the

Village Hall
10.00 – 12.00
Raffle Cakes
Books Toys Tombola
Raising money to buy wool and to donate to the
charities we support - helping with their costs.
We knit for children and families in Iraq, South
Africa and the UK

PLEASE SUPPORT VILLAGE EVENTS
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Martin Taylor

LANDSCAPE LTD
• Grass and Hedge Cutting
• Turfing • Patios
• Seeding • Ponds
• Walls • Fencing
• Drives and Paths

FOR FREE

ESTIMATES

The Court - Charmouth
SMALL BUSINESS OFFICES
TO LET
Tel: 01297 560033
07758 708802

Charmouth Pharmacy
Guang and his team helping to
care for our community.

www.martintaylorlandscapeltd.co.uk
taylor_landscape@sky.com

07831714635 01297 560486

WANTED - Super sleuth!
There is a vacancy on the
Shoreline Editorial team
for a volunteer ‘roving
reporter’ to find and talk to
people in the village who
have interesting stories to
tell,and then to write the
stories up for publication in
a future issue of Shoreline.
Anyone interested should contact us at:
editor@shoreline-charmouth.co.uk

The Arts Society West Dorset
Come and join us for our Summer lectures
Visitors welcome £7.50. 2.30pm Bridport Town Hall
April 21st Lucian Freud: The Art of the Man
May 19th British Travellers in Mexico: Lost Cities and
Surreal Worlds

Find all your health needs and
holiday essentials in store

June 16th Lawrence of Arabia: Excavating a Legend

Tel: 01297 560261

More info on our website: taswestdorset.org.uk

WANTED - AD man or lady!

Nick Shannon

There is a vacancy on the
Shoreline Editorial team
for a volunteer advertising
manager to look after
existing advertisers
and to search out new
businesses willing to
support future issues of
Shoreline.
Anyone interested should contact us at:
editor@shoreline-charmouth.co.uk

Furniture maker and restorer
ROADSTEAD FARM, CHIDEOCK
Tel: 07425 172486 e-mail: njshan5@gmail.com
Call for quotes on handmade kitchens, tables, shelving,
furniture for house and garden, shepherds huts and much
more….using environmentally friendly timber.

PLEASE SUPPORT SHORELINE’S ADVERTISERS
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Landscaping and
Groundworks
Mini Digger
Compact Tractor
For Hire
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My Snowdrop Journey - Roy Beazley
one big traffic jam. We were commuting and the
local train service into London was dreadful. So we
decided to get back to the countryside and settle
for a longer journey on a more reliable service
and moved to a much-neglected house with a
large overgrown garden surrounded by farmland
overlooking Romney Marsh in Kent, where nine
months later our first child was born.

I

t is January 1st and the sky is grey and the
weather mild and damp. To add to the gloom
of Covid a wet December provided the least
sunshine since 1956. As one who has been
prone to suffer from the winter blues there is,
besides my wife, at least one other bright light
in the darkness that lifts my spirits.
Although the main snowdrop flowering season
occurs in February there are early, midseason
and late varieties that can provide interest for the
Galanthophile (snowdrop collector) from autumn
until late March. Beware, dear Reader, this is the
story of how I fell under the irresistible charm of
these beautiful plants and now find myself looking
forward to a time of year that I once used to dread.
Now in my ninth decade, my interest in gardening
was triggered long ago by my mother when I
was about 5 years of age, when to get my sister
and me to appreciate why she would rather we
didn’t play games in her much-loved flower beds
she gave us our own small plots to cultivate. I
grew various cottage garden plants and, being
very fond of salads, a good mix of salad plants
whose growth was much aided by the liberal use
of well-rotted manure from my mother’s chickens.
I don’t remember there being any snowdrops in
the garden then, but I do recall about six or seven
years later trying unsuccessfully to grow them
from packets of dried bulbs. It was much later that
I discovered that unlike most plants they are best
moved “in the green” after flowering when the
leaves are in full growth. Anyway, I suspect that the
bulbs were in the packets for far too long before
being sold.
Although my first employment at age 15 was
in a market garden, at that time I had no idea
what career I might ultimately follow and during
my teens I changed jobs several times until my
choice was narrowed for me by a serious illness
that left me unable to undertake manual work or
work outside in bad weather. Gardening took a
back seat while I began a slow recovery and the
necessary training that would lead to a career in
the law in London. However, I always had a few
indoor plants on the go and after a while I was
back working in the garden when the weather
wasn’t too bad.
I grew up in East Barnet, then a quiet village
in Hertfordshire surrounded mostly by green
open spaces and woodland, where I was able to
roam far and wide with my friends and indulge
my growing interest in the local flora and fauna
(as long as we were home by teatime no parent
worried if during the school holidays we vanished
after breakfast and were not seen again for the
rest of the day). The years passed and by the time
Maria and I were married and living in East Barnet
it had been absorbed into Greater London and was

It was there, under some holly bushes and an ivycovered fallen field maple that I found a few poorly
looking snowdrops in flower that were clearly dying
out for lack of light. I dug them up and replanted
them four inches apart beneath a small crab apple
tree where they could benefit from the dappled
shade that the tree would provide. They thrived
and quickly formed clumps, the thickest of which I
dug up and replanted each year immediately after
flowering, so that eventually there was a beautiful
carpet of them under the crab apple and many
clumps under hedges and along the banks of a
small stream and a pond. When they flowered in
February they announced the end of winter as they
lit up the garden and welcomed the wild primroses
and the daffodils to the party.

Until retirement I never really found the time to get
on top of that garden, where the growing medium
was clay, often flooded and always sticky in the
winter and hard and cracked in the summer. But I
planted many trees and shrubs that did well and
provided the snowdrops with the ideal canopy. By
the time it came for us to move on the snowdrops
carried some very special memories which
motivated me to bring some with me to Charmouth.
Here they are thriving, and once again I find myself
eagerly anticipating their annual display.
Until visiting a plant fair in 2018 I had grown only
the common snowdrop Galanthus nivalis and its
double cultivar G. nivalis “Flore Pleno”. There
I came across a specialist grower selling some
very different cultivars and I was amazed by the
size and variety of the flowers and the plants (and
some of the prices!), and I caught the collecting
bug when I bought four of the least expensive,
which I still consider to be some of the best
varieties to grow. Planted in the garden, one did
not reappear next spring, however the snow-white
beauty and size of the flowers of the others made
up for any disappointment and made me want to
learn something of their history and how best to
cultivate them.
It is not known exactly when G. nivalis first arrived
in Britain from its home in the area of southern
Europe centred around Italy, but during the 1500s
it became well established in London gardens and
by the late 1600s it was widespread in gardens
further afield and had begun to naturalise in the
countryside. Bulb merchants began selling them

in considerable numbers for use in landscaping
schemes on country estates where today in
February vast carpets of their descendants light up
woods, copses and hedgerows. By the middle of
the 19th century the existence of another species,
G.plicatus, was known only to a few botanists
and collectors. It is larger than G.nivalis and very
floriferous. Known as the Crimean snowdrop, it
became widely distributed when soldiers serving
in the Crimean war sent bulbs home to their loved
ones, and it is now one of the commonest and
most popular species grown in gardens.
The genus Galanthus contains about 20 species
which originate from southern and eastern Europe,
Turkey, the Caucasus and neighbouring areas
where, from the late 19th century, a few plant
hunters began searching for new species to add
to their collections. Once the different species
were growing in close proximity they showed their
ability to cross freely by producing many hybrids,
and this, together with the natural variability of
the species and the efforts of plant breeders, has
resulted in today’s over 2,500 named cultivars.
Up until the 1990s interest in snowdrops was a
very niche activity carried on by successive small
groups of mostly wealthy people who passed
both bulbs and knowledge down the generations,
but not to the general public. The fascinating
history of these people and their devotion to the
cultivation of their snowdrops over 160 years is
covered in a superbly researched and written book
“The Galanthophiles” by historian Jane Kilpatrick
and Historian of the Hardy Plant Society Jennifer
Harmer, published by Orphans Publishing in 2018.
Each spring for the past 3 years I have bought a
few more cultivars and have planted them in pots
using a soil-based compost with plenty of grit.
Although keeping them in pots for the long term is
not recommended, I do so because our house is
built high above the garden, and when the weather
is not welcoming and the snowdrops are, it is so
nice to have them on the balcony within easy
reach of our armchairs, especially as some have
markings on their inner petals that resemble little
faces. They are gradually increasing, some more
than gradually, and when flowering is over I move
some bulbs down to the garden where I hope they
will eventually form some decent clumps. The pots
then move to a shady corner until the next growing
season.
When buying I have first sought to obtain different
varieties that will come into flower at different
times during the growing season, lasting from
early autumn to late spring. After that there are
numerous variations on the basic flower pattern
of a central ring of three small petals with green
markings and three larger white outer petals to
choose from. The flowers vary in size and shape,
some being doubles, and there is endless variety
in the green or yellow markings on the petals.
Some of the plants are giants compared to other
very dainty cousins, but they are all lovely in their
different ways.
Like anyone with an addiction I’m finding it almost
impossible to nip in the bud the urge to buy more
and, to date, have acquired over 90 species! I fear
that my snowdrop journey may still have a way to
go.
Roy Beazley
SHORELINE SPRING 2022/ ISSUE 45
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An interview with John Berridge - Part 2
At the end of Part 1, Airman John Berridge had
left the RAF to fly Vickers VC10s with BOAC.
I ‘enjoyed’ yet another year of ‘talk and chalk’
training to fly with the VC10 fleet. The flying
training took place at Shannon in southern Ireland.
The biggest difference between flying for the RAF
and BOAC was the in-flight catering - of much
higher quality in civil aviation! At the end of the
course, I was allowed to fly passenger services
under the supervision of a training flight engineer.

My first flight was from Heathrow to Prestwick and
on to New York. The first leg went without incident
and the aircraft was refuelled at Prestwick with an
Atlantic fuel load bound for JFK. We rolled out onto
the runway and were just airborne when the tower
informed us that one of our engines was ‘torching’
out the back of the engine. We realised that all was
not well because it was accompanied with heavy
vibration due to the loss of some turbine blades
(we subsequently found out). We shut the engine
down and carried out the safety drills. The decision
made was to return to Heathrow where the engine
could be replaced. Once we had reached a safe
cruising altitude, we started dumping 20+ tonnes
of fuel so that the aircraft would be down to landing
weight at LHR.
I would just like to point out at this stage that
over 99 per cent of all take offs and landings are
completely incident free!
Time to spare? Go by air! How to be involved in a
right cockup without really trying!
We left Heathrow and flew out to Sydney via
the Middle East and Hong Kong. The flight crew
checked into the Menzies Hotel and were relaxing
when I received a phone call that I was to replace
someone who had been taken ill in Fiji. The
next flight to Fiji was with Qantas the following
day so I arranged a first-class ticket. The flight
was uneventful, and I enjoyed the oysters and
champagne that were on offer. Unknown to me, the
BOAC intended me to arrive in Fiji and immediately
take the BOAC VC10 aircraft on to Honolulu as
soon as I arrived.
I was new to operating in the southern hemisphere
and was unaware that I would be crossing the
date line, as it was at the time. I arrived in Fiji
unaware that I was already into the ‘next day’
and was met by a movements officer who was
expecting me to operate the VC10 straight away,
bound for Honolulu. Instead, as I had been eating
oysters and drinking alcohol, I was obliged to take
12 hours off and went to bed. Thankfully, when I
eventually arrived back at Heathrow my boss said
16
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that no further action would be taken due to the
date change misunderstanding, the signal did not
contain specific information as to my movements
and my being a ‘new boy’ to the Pacific route.
In 1974 BOAC merged with BEA to become
British Airways and it was at about this time that I
converted on to the Boeing 747. At first the B747
was a monster but after you’ve been operating the
aircraft for a while it seems a normal size.
I was scheduled to go on a trip to Nairobi which
meant that I had to leave the house by 8am for a
midday departure. I was in the process of leaving
when the phone rang, and I was told that there
was a delay due to a technical problem and I was
to stay at home until they notified me that the
B747 aircraft was ready to go. So, I got out of my
uniform and started doing jobs around the house.
Lunch time went past followed by dinner time. I
was just getting ready for bed when the phone
rang, and I was told to get to Heathrow as the
aircraft was ready to go! It takes two hours plus
to get to Heathrow from Charmouth but now the
fog was setting in as well. On arrival at Heathrow,
I went to the transport pick up office and called
the operations office, only to be told that they had
failed to call the co-pilot, so I was to come to the
operations office and have a coffee.
The co-pilot eventually called in and we were ready
to go as the Captain was already on the aircraft
with the cabin crew. This is when it was discovered
that after 1am there was no duty driver available
until 5am. Eventually the terminal 4 manager came
in his own private car to pick us up and take us to
the aircraft. We were then able to get underway
to Nairobi. The fog was now getting thicker and
2:30am is not the best time of day to be doing an
‘on limits’ departure, where you can only see two
runway lights ahead during the run. Abandoning
a take-off at 350 tonnes plus and 150 mph or
so in thick fog due to an emergency is not to be
recommended! The ‘on limits’ take-off run seemed
to be taking for ever but eventually the aircraft
rotated and we lifted into a crystal-clear night.
Scary, but we did it!
On another occasion I had driven to Heathrow only
to be told that the flight would be delayed overnight
due to technical problems. We knew that all the
hotels around Heathrow were full and suggested
that we should stay at a hotel in the Guildford
area overnight. An office clerk told us that this was
not possible as the hotel was not ‘British Airways
approved’. The senior Captain did not take too
kindly to being told what he could and could not
do by an office clerk and insisted that we now be
housed at a hotel in central London.

So, we enjoyed a very pleasant evening at the
Cumberland Hotel Marble Arch, retiring to a suite
apiece. How much this was costing the company I
hate to think!
The flight was now scheduled to leave at midday,
so we called a cab and travelled to Heathrow. I
went through security and out to the B747 where
I carried out external pre-flight checks. I had
just climbed up to the flight deck when I felt the
aircraft lurch and thought to myself “that’s odd.” I
descended back to the tarmac and walked round
to the rear of the aircraft only to find that a forklift
truck had punched two holes in the closed freight
door which forms part of the pressure hull.

After a while two Tinsmiths turned up and I asked
how long it would take to repair the damage. They
said, “at least four hours and probably longer.”
This now meant that with a flight time of 9 hours
it would take us well over our flight time limitation
duty period. I returned home to re-join my family
and enjoy a restful night’s sleep in my own bed!
Most of the time flights went like clockwork and
I feel very privileged to have had a job that took
me around the world with an ever-changing view
outside the office window, meeting many people
from different countries. A few of the celebrities I
met were the Duke of Edinburgh, James Mason,
Roy Kinnear, Tony Jacklin, Ozzy Osbourne and
Rod Stewart to name but a few, along with great
fellow crew members. It was a sad day when I had
to retire after 30 years of a wonderful flying life.
This article was previously published in the Golden Cap
magazine and is reproduced here with permission of the
editor.

Would you like
SHORELINE delivered to
your door?
Become a subscriber for £8 a year
(three issues) and, not only will you
get your copies delivered, but your
support will help ensure that the
magazine will continue to be
published three times a year.
If you are interested, please contact:
editor@shoreline-charmouth.co.uk

or write to the Editor, Shoreline,
Bracoden, Lower Sea Lane,
Charmouth DT6 6LR

Laurie-Mai Westbury reports
Liz Sansom went to the Jurassic Coast Inspirational Choir’s (JCIC) Christmas
concert as a member of the audience rather than being a participant for once.
She noticed a young lady making copious notes and asked her whether she
would be interested in writing a report for Shoreline. The result was that we
have now found another young ‘Super Sleuth’ to give a young person’s view of
Charmouth events. Here is 13-year-old Laurie-Mai Westbury’ s report:
I went to see the JCIC’s Christmas
concert at St Andrew’s church in
Charmouth on December 13th to review
it for school and it was amazing! Once
we were seated, the choir master
Edward Jacobs started an interactive
warm up with the choir and the
audience.

HM The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee – Help us to
celebrate by knitting and crafting!
Are you a keen crafter looking for your next project?
Why not join in and help us to create items to celebrate
the big event of the year! You can knit, crochet or sew
members of the Royal Family, their pets, crowns, houses,
bunting, tea cozies or other items for a Royal Tea Party
– no limits to your imagination! Think of sunny days in
June when we will celebrate by organising a special
event or two to show off your donated creations, and let
your imagination take over.
All items will then be sold to raise money for Royal
Voluntary Service and our work in the community.
So please spread the word, get started and let me know
what you are making. Photographs are always great and
look good on our Facebook page.
Any questions please contact Maria Jacobson,
Service Manager, Dorset Home Library Service,
tel. 07786 635154 or e-mail maria.jacobson@
royalvoluntaryservice.org.uk.

We started by singing ‘Ding Dong Merrily on High’ and ‘What
a Wonderful World’ which sounded really nice as it had the
different sections of the choir singing different parts and when
one group were singing, the others were holding long notes.
This was really effective and when they joined altogether at the
end it worked really well. After they had finished warming up we
had a 10 minute break before the start of the performance at 7
o’clock.
Just before they started all of the ladies in the choir presented
Mr Jacobs with a Christmas present which was really kind. They
then started and sang ‘Once in Royal David’s City’, which the
audience were encouraged to join in with making it feel really
joyful. They then sang ‘What a Wonderful World’ which was really
beautiful and calming - it was also thought out well as different
pitches were used throughout the song.
Following this they went on to sing
‘Dream’ and ‘The First Noel’ which
were both equally as good and had
lots of layers. After that there was a
10-20 minute interval during which
my sister and I went to speak to our
grandma (sketched by Laurie-Mai on
the left) and the other ladies in the
choir. After the interval we went back
to our seats and sang ‘This Little
Light of Mine’ and ‘You Fill Up My
Senses’ which filled the whole church
with a lovely atmosphere and great
Christmas spirit.

Charmouth Heritage Coast Centre
Invites you
to become a

VOLUNTEER

with training built in
where you can also enjoy our social events:

3 lectures of interest,
an annual cream tea,
a summer BBQ,
two outings each year
and
general friendship!
If you are interested, please contact the Centre on
01297 560772 or info@charmouth.org
www.charmouth.org

But when ‘Silent Night’ was sung it wasn’t just the night that was
silenced it was also the piano as it was sung ‘a capella’! After
this I wasn’t sure if it could get much better…but it did, as they
went on to sing ‘I only want to be with you’,’White Christmas’ and
‘Touch Me in the Morning’ by Diana Ross! And it got better still
with ‘Christmas Hallelujah’, ‘California Dreaming’ and ‘All Around
the World’.
After their final song, ‘We Wish You a Merry Christmas’, we all
gave them a massive round of applause! It was a phenomenal
performance and I hope to go and watch much more.
Laurie-Mai Westbury
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Local Walks
A circular walk from Charmouth (7 miles)

Continue up the lane (Goodens Hill). Hardown Hill can be seen ahead but
the lane bears R, away from the hill, and eventually meets the A35. Almost
opposite is a lane called Ship Knapp but it is prudent to cross the A35 at the
nearby traffic lights.
A few yards into Ship Knapp take the L fork, signposted St Wites Well. The
sign indicates that the well is 1 mile away but the well, in a small wooden
enclosure, is reached after only a few hundred yards.
Continue along the lane with views of Langdon Hill and Golden Cap to the
left and the sea ahead. At the mediaeval hamlet of St Gabriel’s take a sharp
right turn on a footpath which, according to an information board, leads past
a renovated sheep dip. The footpath leads to the well signposted coastal path
which can then be followed back into Charmouth.
The Friends of Charmouth Heritage Coast Centre walks take place on
Wednesdays throughout the year and explore many parts of the local
countryside. For more details please email: stan@standolan.co.uk.

Photo by: Petrina J. Hughes

T

Stan Dolan

his walk is very easy to navigate. The outward stretch is a river walk
whilst the return leg follows the coastal path and has great views of
Charmouth, Lyme Regis and the many nearby hills. It passes places
of considerable historical interest and some notes on these are given
below.
From the centre of the village, walk down The Street. At the bottom of the hill,
turn left on the lane signposted Catherston Lewston and Wootton Fitzpaine.
Immediately after crossing over the A35, turn R on a footpath. This initially
runs parallel to the A35 but soon leaves the sound of traffic behind and follows
the River Char as it heads NE into the Marshwood Vale.
After roughly a mile, the path crosses to the other bank of the river. A metal
farm gate leads to a footbridge and then the path continues to follow the river
until a lane, called Beckford’s Lane, is reached.
Turn R on the lane into the village of Whitchurch Canonicorum. The walk
continues straight over the cross roads but it is well worth first turning L, to
visit the Church which gives the village its name.

Ramblings ...

S

ome of the features encountered on the walk described above are as
follows.
One of the many interesting buildings you will see when walking down The
Street is on the right-hand side and is called the Abbott’s House. King Charles
II came here in 1651 during his escape to France after the Battle of Worcester.
A guided walk around Charmouth is given in The Charmouth History Trail, a
booklet which can be obtained from village outlets including NISA, Morgans
and the Charmouth Heritage Coast Centre.
At the Church of St Candida and
the Holy Cross in Whitchurch
Canonicorum you will find the resting
places of Sir George Somers, who
colonised Virginia, Sir Robin Day, the
well-known political commentator, and
Georgi Markov, the Bulgarian dissident
who was murdered in London by a
pellet containing ricin.
However, perhaps the most unusual
feature of the church is its foramina
tomb-shrine. The casket inside the tomb
still contains bones and bears the latin
inscription HIC REQUESCT RELIQUE
SCE WITE or Here rest the remains of
St Wite.

In England, the worship of relics was effectively ended during the Reformation.
Other than the royal tomb of Edward the Confessor in Westminster Abbey,
the shrine to St Wite contains the only remaining relic in its shrine to have
survived to the present day.
A variation to the route can take the walker over Hardown Hill. This is one of
Dorset’s few Marilyns i.e. hills with a prominence of over 150 metres. Some of
the paths to the top are very overgrown but lead to great views and a summit
with a number of small disc and bowl barrows.
The official coastal path descends into Charmouth through
a field. One of the gates into
the field contains a pictorial
reference to the Battle of Carrum
in 836. The importance of the
Battle of Carrum is that it is the
first set-piece battle between
Vikings and an army of one of
the British kingdoms. The gate is
part of a sculpture trail along the
coast path and recognises the
claim of Charmouth to be the site of the Viking landing; but is it fact or fiction
that the battle took place here? An article in the next Village Echo will examine
the evidence in detail.
Stan Dolan
Photographs by Petrina J. Hughes

VISIT THE HERITAGE COAST CENTRE
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A wide range of beautifully made items from around
the world. Turkish kilims, hand embroidered cushions,
Japanese bowls, blockprinted cotton quilts, nightwear,
clothing and a selection of jewellery.

Design is simply
fun with words
and pictures.

Visit us at 33 South Street, Bridport
10am-5pm Monday to Saturday
email us on info@Malabartrading.com
or call on 01308 425734

andreatodd@gmx.co.uk Instagram: andreatodddesign

herringbone
coastal creatives

charmouth

handmade
gifts local
textiles art
vintage
1 the arcade the street charmouth dorset dt6 6pu
herringbonecharmouth@gmail.com

MORGANS
From newspapers to nails
everything you might ever need.
8am - 5pm 7 DAYS A WEEK
4 The Arcade, The Street, Charmouth DT6 6PU

01297 560202
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Hippos in Charmouth

CHARMOUTH FREE CHURCH

W

e are fast approaching the season
of Lent, a time for reflection. At the
same time the press, TV & radio are all
speaking of war, violence and human suffering
& discussing the rights and wrongs of it all.

O

n Friday 11th February, Professor Jim Rose entertained and
informed the Friends of Charmouth Heritage Coast Centre with a
talk entitled ‘Charmouth and Climate Change’. It was the first such
talk for Friends in the soon to be post-covid era (at least in Charmouth)
and was attended by a full house at the Village Hall.
The audience’s attention was grabbed from the outset thanks to Bill Burn’s
graphic showing a family of hippopotami wallowing in the mud in the River
Char. It was obviously a fake image since all the people in the picture were
looking out to sea – apart from the big-game hunters in the canoe!
The main focus of the presentation concerned the likely effects around
Charmouth of the predicted climate changes caused by global warming.
However, Jim made it clear that since the presentation was not the result of
focussed scientific study, the content should be taken as indicative only.
Few complex scientific principles are simple to explain but Jim’s presentation
managed to do this very well. He first covered the past 450,000 years through
the use of a series of graphs. It is said that a picture is worth 1000 words and
this section of the presentation proved this without doubt. Having seen these
graphs few people would be in doubt that human activity had caused the
divergence from the historical global temperature trends.

I recently read about a man who was celebrating
his 100th birthday and was being interviewed by
a reporter for a local newspaper. The reporter
asked, “What are you most proud of?”. The man thought deeply for a
moment, then answered, “I don’t have an enemy in the world.”. The
reporter was startled by his response and said, “That is impressive –
how did you do it? How did you live your life having no enemies?”. The
man answered, “I outlived them all”.
We all have been wronged or wounded by someone. Maybe like the
100-year-old man you ignore them and hope to outlive them. Or maybe
you try to seek revenge. Often, we can feel our response to our enemies
is justified. So, when Jesus tells us to ‘love our enemies’, he is turning
what we might call ‘everyday worldly wisdom’ upside down. Instead of
hate, he instructs us to love. Instead of hitting back, he tells us to offer
the other cheek. Instead of judging, he says we should forgive. These
are not easy words to hear, especially if we have been deeply hurt.
If asked to recall the Joseph story, many of us probably think of the shiny
glamour of the Rice/Lloyd Webber musical, Joseph, and the Amazing
Technicolour Dreamcoat. I remember watching the video numerous
times, starring Donny Osmond as Joseph, when my son Sam was little.
We still know all of the songs and the vision of him in a loin cloth was
certainly hard to forget!
However, behind the gloss lies a profoundly human story. Joseph, when
he was a boy, was almost murdered by his jealous brothers. Then he
was sold into slavery and separated from his beloved father, Jacob.

The following section of the presentation included the anxiously awaited
explanation of the hippos in the Char. Technically, we are at present in an
interglacial period and, during the last interglacial period hippopotamus
remains have been found at Honiton and elsewhere; therefore they are likely
to have ventured into the Char valley and been around Charmouth.

Imagine how difficult this must have been for Joseph. He had been
rejected and left for dead by his brothers. Many years later, during a
famine, Joseph encounters his brothers again. He had the opportunity to
repay them for their wrongdoings: he could have declined their request
for food. Yet, he didn’t; he chose to forgive. He chose a better way.

Next the presentation covered more local environmental changes that would
exacerbate the climate change in our area: farming, building and drainage
being the most significant. The likely effects that we would experience were
then explained which were: changes of sea-level, more frequent extreme
weather events, landslipping and flooding.

The truth is, we all have hurt someone, whether by intent or accident.
We may very well be someone’s enemy. Our human nature causes us
to mess up and to hurt and judge others. No one is innocent. Jesus
challenges us to walk a different path, but this is something we cannot
do on our own. We need God’s help. Remember that Jesus never asked
us to do something he himself had not done. Jesus was crucified by his
enemies, yet, as he was dying, he cried out, ‘Father, forgive them.’ We
are loved by God. We are forgiven by God. We are not judged by God
(thanks to Jesus). And, as difficult as this may be to hear – God loves
our enemies too. God wants us to live a life free from bitterness, anger
and a desire to seek revenge. This is not easy. It is heroic to choose to
forgive instead of seeking revenge. Only God can give us the strength
to do it.

Jim then presented the weather forecast, or more accurately the effects of the
climate forecast, for the Charmouth area:
1. More flooding from greater rainfall will transport material from the extra
erosion inland, out to sea, whilst protecting the coast because of the Char
delta which comprises gravel and boulders.
2. A rise in sea level and the more extreme weather events will increase
wave power. In the area of the delta waves will transport material back to
the coast to form a beach, also protecting the coast in the area of the river
mouth. Unfortunately, there will be more erosion of the cliffs.
But the final take-home message was: “Charmouth is likely to be less stressed
by climate change than many other places”.
An enjoyable evening was had by all, who were able to leave with the
reassurance that the rise in sea-level was not going to be a major problem
in Charmouth, unlike some other coastal locations. However, the most-likely
casualty of the increase in wave power caused by the rise in sea level might
be the Charmouth Heritage Coast Centre itself – but at least there is not much
chance of the hippos returning in the near future!
Roger Sansom
20
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Who is your enemy? Who has hurt you? Do you have the courage to
turn the questions back on yourself and ask: Who have I hurt? Who do
I judge? It truly is not an easy path – but Jesus will walk with us on our
journey.
We’ve all got to start somewhere.
Come & Join us on Sundays in the Club Room at St. Andrew’s
Community Hall, Lower Sea Lane at 11am. We’re a friendly, diverse
bunch and have some great discussions and worship together!
Ali Taylor
alisonctaylor@aol.com

Park facilities open to
non-residents

March 11th 2022!

Opening times may vary.
Please call or check
online for up-to-date
details.

Indoor swimming pool
with sauna and
whirlpool facilities.

Ample Parking - smart
contemporary changing facilities hair dryers & lockers.

Tow Bar & Restaurant
Serving breakfast - lunch - evening
meals.

Also at Newlands

On-site shop - indoor & outdoor
play areas.

New for 2022- Traditional Sunday lunch!
Booking advisable.
Charmouth, Dorset DT66RB
T: 01297 560259 E: enq@newlandsholidays.co.uk www.newlandsholidays.co.uk
@newlandsholiday

@newlandsholidays

Buy a
composter
from £6
A delivery charge of £10
per order applies

Buy one at £6, get a second one at half price

getcomposting.com

Or call 0844 571 4444 quoting reference DOR22L
Shoreline Composter Ad 185mm x 127mm.indd 1

PLEASE SUPPORT SHORELINE’S ADVERTISERS

23/02/2022 10:02:37
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Clean Living
Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning
01297 792103 or 07970 060449

Domestic & Commercial Carpets & Upholstery
Carpet Moth Treatment
All work fully insured
Members of the National Carpet Cleaning
Association (NCCA)
www.cleanliving-sw.co.uk
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0747 866 0608
clare@createabilitystudio.co.uk

OVER 20 YEARS’ EXPERIENCE • BASED IN BRIDPORT, DORSET

Advertise your business in this spot and support
Shoreline village magazine in the process.
It is the income from advertisers that
ensures the magazine continues to
delight both residents and visitors.

Compost, Top Soil,
Mulch, Manure &
Chippings

DELIVERY AVAILABLE

North Buckham Farm,
Beaminster DT8 3SH
T:01308 863054
M:07974 943411

enquiries@chedingtoncompost.co.uk

The magazine is a non-profit making venture and any
profits wil be donated to local charities.
If you are interested in getting more details of
placement and prices please contact:

editor@shoreline-charmouth.co.uk

WWW.CHEDINGTONCOMPOST.CO.UK

ALL SHORELINE ISSUES CAN BE SEEN ONLINE AT
WWW.CHARMOUTH.ORG/CHARMOUTH_VILLAGE/SHORELINE-MAGAZINE/
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Poetry Corner

image courtesy of the Macneil Studio Ltd © Richard Macneil

THE ANGRY SEA

Fireside Companions

by Peter Crowter

by Diana Hunt

The sea was angry, that soon became plain,
Its roar could be heard from Higher Sea Lane.
Three days ago t’was a calm peaceful sight
But it had been upset by a stormy night.

The night comes in. The curtains drawn
They’ll stay like that from dusk ‘til dawn
I think that I will go and see
If there is something I can have for tea.
Beans on toast that sounds just fine

Down on the sea front were seaweed and stones,

Followed by a glass of wine.

Thrown from the locker of old Davy Jones.

Now that I have a full belly

I thought I was safe as I sat on my trike,

I think I’ll see what’s on the telly.

The tide was retreating and now past its spike.
I watched long grey ridges swell up from the deep,
And as they got closer more threatening and steep,
Coming on faster curled over they broke,
Tumbling foam spraying wisps of white smoke.

I sit by the fire and chuck on a log
Who wants a cuddle? Oh, it’s the cat AND the dog,
Trying to get round me to grab the best place
They jump on my lap and stare at my face.
I finally give in and give up my chair
They both call a truce and decide that they’ll share.

Faster the waves came till they were no more,

Now, where is the best place for me to sit?

Collapsing and spreading across the flat shore.

I’m not very toasty as I’m back a bit

White veins like marble but soon to retreat

Away from the glowing hot welcoming embers

See them surrender as new waves they meet.

I’ve given the best spot to other family members.
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‘POLIO PLUS’ Bringing Colour to Charmouth

s we enjoy the onset of spring
in Charmouth many of us,
hopefully, will see thousands of
purple crocuses beginning to bloom at
various locations around our village.
Why?

The purple crocus has been taken as
the symbol of Rotary International’s
campaign to rid the world of polio. These
crocuses were presented to Charmouth
Parish Council by The Rotary Club of
Lyme Regis to help spread awareness
of a campaign that has seen cases of
this despicable disease fall from 800,000
worldwide in 1986 to just 2 today.
So when you see these purple crocuses
in full bloom please reflect on the huge
amount of work done by thousands of
Rotarians and others around the world to
get so close to eliminating this disease,
and remember the dozens that have
given their lives in this battle.
John McCallum
Rotary Club of Lyme Regis
Once the Rotary Club had handed the
bulbs over to the Charmouth Parish
Council a group of residents set about
planting the crocuses around the village.

Many thanks to everyone involved.

M

POLIO PLUS

ost of us have heard of
POLIOMYELITIS, but it is likely that
only the older ones in our community
will have actually encountered the effects
of polio on children - crippling paralysis and
collapsing lungs, death. More will be aware of
the Paralympian (wheelchair basketball) and
broadcaster, Ade Adepitan, who contracted
polio in his birth country of Nigeria. Polio is a
highly infectious illness with truly awful effects
which have been recognised as far back as
ancient Egypt and feared in every country in
the world. However, it wasn’t until 1955 that
a safe and effective vaccine was discovered
and developed by Jonas Salk and then an oral
vaccine by Albert Sabin in 1960.
In the intervening years millions of people
worldwide, mostly children, were infected,
hundreds of thousands were crippled, and
thousands died. In 1916 an outbreak in the
USA killed 6,000 people, 2,000 in New York
City alone and in 1952, 57,000 people in the
USA were infected with polio, of which 21,000
were paralysed, 3,000 died, most of whom
were children. Some 120,000 people are living
in the United Kingdom with varying degrees of
paralysis or muscle weakness from childhood
polio, which research shows very often gets
worse as they age.
The advent of the oral vaccine changed
everything. This was a weakened live polio
virus that was dropped on to a sugar cube
and administered orally. Before a vaccine was
introduced in the 1950s, epidemics would result
in up to 7,800 cases of paralytic polio in the
UK each year, with up to 750 deaths. Once a
vaccine was routinely available, cases of polio
rapidly fell to very low levels. The last outbreak
of polio in the UK was in the late 1970s, and the
last case of naturally occurring polio in the UK
was in 1984.
In 1979 Rotary began its fight against polio
with a multiyear project to immunise 6 million
children in the Philippines, and then, in 1985
Rotary International launched PolioPlus, the
first and largest Internationally coordinated
private-sector support of a public health
initiative, with an initial target on $120million.
There are over 1 million Rotarians throughout
the world, and the campaign was taken up
enthusiastically, including by The Rotary Club of
Lyme Regis. Then in 1988 Rotary and the World
Health Organisation launched the Global Polio
Eradication Initiative. By then polio had been
eradicated from UK, US & Canada, Argentina,
Australia and New Zealand. There were, in
1988, an estimated 350,000 cases of polio in
125 countries.
Other governmental and NGOs quickly
joined the campaign and cases dropped
rapidly worldwide and in 1994 it was declared
eliminated from the Western Hemisphere.
In 1995, in one week, health workers and
volunteers immunised 165 million children in
China and India and in 2000 over 550 million
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children were immunised using the oral
vaccine. A child who is given the vaccine has
its little finger coloured with an indelible dye,
which is why the purple crocus became the
symbol of Rotary’s Polio eradication campaign.
The number of countries being certified as
polio free was falling dramatically to four by
2006 - Afghanistan, Pakistan, Nigeria and
India.
By 2009, Rotary’s overall contribution to the
eradication effort had reached $800 million,
but in addition there were a great deal of
volunteer hours contributed in vaccinating
and organising vaccination campaigns. The
PolioPlus campaign does so much more than
vaccination. It helps fund clean water and
mosquito nets in areas where the vaccine is
being administered, together with additional
medical treatment, such as vitamin A drops
given at the same time as the oral polio
vaccine. Surveillance techniques developed for
polio are used throughout the world to detect
and counter outbreaks of other awful diseases,
such as yellow fever and ebola. In other words
a huge help to millions of people, mainly
children, in our poorest communities.
In January 2009 the Bill and Melinda Gates
Foundation pledged $350 million and issued
a challenge to Rotary to raise a further $200
million by the end of 2012, a target that
was surpassed 5 months early. The Gates
Foundation then indicated they would match
new Rotary funding on a 2 for 1 basis. By 2020
SE Asia, India and the whole of Africa was free
of the wild polio virus, leaving only the border
region between Pakistan and Afghanistan as a
problem area.
Since January 2021 no child has been noted
as having been paralysed with wild polio virus,
which is unprecedented. So, there is cautious
optimism, but the programme to vaccinate
as many people on both sides of the border
continues.
It is mainly women who undertake the
vaccinations in these countries. If women do
not administer the vaccine then women in the
communities will not take it and so children will
also be denied. Female health workers can
have access to houses where men will not be
able to go. Coupled with an agreement with the
Taliban this has speeded up the vaccination
programme. There are frequent reports of
health workers and their guards being killed in
this area, heroes all of them, but the campaign
continues.
New vaccines, focus on female vaccine
administrators and political agreements are
making inroads in this last stronghold of the
virus. “Keep going!” is the message, we are
getting closer!!!
John McCallum
Rotary Club of Lyme Regis

LOCAL CHOIR IS RELAUNCHED!
A familiar choir has returned, post pandemic with a new name and vision.
The Jurassic Coast Inspirational Choir is the new name for the Charmouth
& Bridport Pop & Rock Choir. Still based in Charmouth and rehearsing on
Monday evenings at the Village Hall or St. Andrew’s Church, it currently has
around 30 members; and there are spaces for more enthusiastic singers.

See Laurie-Mai Westbury’s review on page 17, of
the Christmas concert held on 13th December.

The group is very friendly and the music, extremely varied, with a real mix of
enjoyable numbers. If you would like to sing popular, meaningful and emotive
songs by Diana Ross, Stevie Wonder, Adele, Andrew Lloyd Webber, Carole
King, Abba, Bob Dylan and many more …. this could be the choir for you! The
organisation’s new motto really does encapsulate what it is about … “Singing
is our passion, community our connection.”

The relaunched choir’s rehearsals include vocal coaching tips, and the sessions are now geared to working towards some
exciting performances later in the year. An open rehearsal for invited family and friends is also scheduled.
If you would like to know more or would like to book a free taster session, please contact either Edward Jacobs, Musical
Director/Choir Manager edjacobs143@outlook.com (01297) 552143, or Jan Coleman, Assistant Choir Manager/Members
Liaison bjcole2man@gmail.com (01297) 561625.

Get composting
Spring is a perfect time to think about making compost for
our gardens, hanging baskets and window boxes.
Composting is great for the environment. It improves soil helping to create healthy plants and reducing the need to
water and fertilise. It’s easy to make, can save money and
you only need a small outdoor space.
Dorset Council is offering compost bins at prices as low as
£6 and there is an extra buy-one-get-one-half-price deal
(plus delivery). This is for a limited number of bins so hurry
whilst the offer lasts! See getcomposting.com for details.
Free compost bins are also offered to schools. We offer up
to two compost bins and two caddies, plus a visit from a
team member. Visit dorsetcouncil/recycle for more details.
Like any recipe, your compost relies on the right
ingredients to make it work. Good things you can compost
include teabags, plant prunings, cut flowers, vegetable
peelings and fruit waste (add citrus peelings sparingly).
These are considered “Greens”. Greens are quick to rot
and they provide important nitrogen and moisture. Other
things you can compost include cardboard eggboxes and
scrunched up paper, which are considered “Browns”. They
provide fibre and carbon and also allow important air
pockets to form in the mixture.

Going with “The Flow”
Gentle movement classes
in Charmouth and Lyme Regis
Tripudio classes are aimed at people unable to take part in strenuous forms
of exercise and have been designed to be taught to groups, individuals and
bespoke classes.
All ages and all abilities are welcome. No sitting or lying on the floor! Classes
can be done seated or standing.
Has your health been affected by Covid? Perhaps you are not as mobile as
you used to be. Do you have chronic illness or chronic pain? Do your ankles
swell, or would you just like to keep moving in a fun and friendly environment?
If you can answer, yes, to any of the questions, then Tripudio movement
classes may be just right for you.
People who have conditions such as multiple sclerosis, fibromyalgia or
lymphedema should exercise and keep moving, but the nature of these
conditions often prohibit strenuous forms of exercise.
Tripudio, however is within the reach of those who cannot even stand safely
and comfortably for any length of time as the movements can be performed
either standing or seated. No Tripudio movement involves lying or sitting on
the floor.
Tripudio stretches focus on releasing tension fascia and scar tissue, which are
thought to inhibit lymphatic health. Using music throughout the class adds a
fun dimension to the concept.

Twigs, grass clippings and leaves can also be added, but
they will take a long time to break down if large quantities
are added at one time.

The aim is to build a strong core whilst strengthening the legs and upper body.
The movements are non-weight bearing and low impact to avoid fatigue and
overexertion of the venous system. Classes start and end with a gentle warm
up and relaxing cool down sequence called “the flow”.

Items that are best avoided are meat, fish, dairy and any
cooked food. Dog poo or cat litter, as well as diseased
plants and pernicious weeds (e.g. bindweed), should be
also be kept out.

Tripudio movements also focus on the postural muscles of the spine and core
strength postural muscles of the neck and shoulders. Exercises designed to
improve balance and gait are part of the session. Memory games come in the
guise of learning sequences and remembering dance moves.

The compost is ready when it’s brown and crumbly. Dig
into the soil in early spring or late autumn to improve the
soil structure and act as a slow release fertiliser.

There is the bonus of social interaction within the group. Plenty of fun, and the
opportunity to meet new people. This time of movement, music and laughter
nurtures the health and well being of each individual.

The Recycling Team, Dorset Council

Booking is essential as numbers are limited in each class. Internet
classes are available.○To book or for more information email
patriciawilliams.tms@gmail.com Mobile 07936 820284
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Charmouth Scout Group News
News from the Charmouth
Scout Group and Seagulls
Explorer Unit
Volunteering is Good for You, and needed by us!
Over the next few months, the Charmouth Scout Group will be
implementing a major recruitment campaign to find additional
adult helpers to secure the future success of its sections.
According to Melanie Harvey, Joint Group Scout Leader, “Over
the next few months we will be saying ‘Good bye’ to three of
our current leaders. If we cannot find a new leader to run our
Beavers (aged 6 & 7) the Colony will, sadly, have to close at
the end of July. We are losing help from our Scout (10 – 14)
and Explorer (14 -17) sections, and this will severely restrict the
activities we can offer each week and at weekends/camps.
“Volunteering works both ways. Young people get to do more
things and adults gain a real sense of personal achievement.
Independent research has shown that helping with the Scouts
is really rewarding and volunteers feel they are really making a
difference.
“We want to hear from anyone who feels they can help the
Scout Group in any way. That ranges from working with one of
the sections, helping to plan activities and maintaining things
in the background. They don’t have to be the adventurous type,
we need people with a host of skills and interests such as:
crafts or woodworking; community matters; cooking or wildlife
and conservation. The list is endless. There must be lots of just
retired people in Charmouth who have the very skills we need are you one of them?

Regis, and one of his members of staff, half the Cubs set about
making vegetarian sushi rolls – which proved very popular. The
other half of the Pack practised bowing when greeting each
other, writing their names in Korean and finding key cultural
locations on a large map. They also played some traditional
games supplied by the South Korean Tourist Board. The
following week, the Cubs swapped activities.
To tick off another section of their World Challenge badge, the
Cubs decorated masks and held a mini Mardi Gras carnival
parade in the HQ. And, of course, they made and ate pancakes!
World Scout Jamboree attendees start their fundraising
Staying on the theme of South Korea, the five members of
the Scout Troop and Explorer Scout unit who were selected
to represent Dorset at the 2023 World Scout Jamboree have
started their fund-raising in earnest. Bags of clothing have
been appearing in the Scout Hut and some really nice cakes
were baked and sold at the Mountain Bike Challenge. Various
sponsored events have already been planned along with some
Quiz nights in local venues.

“Anyone interested should contact me on: 07890 540979 and
find out more about how they can get involved. I look forward to
hearing from you!”
Charmouth Scouts dominate District Mountain Bike
Challenge

Building bird feeders, bug hotels and barn owl boxes
Lego, old cardboard trays and plastic containers were all used
when the Beavers were asked to be as creative as possible
when it came to building bird feeders. One was even decorated
to look like a bird, complete with two wings, feet and eyes plus a
very large beak!
Riders from Charmouth almost swept the board in the District
Scout Mountain Bike Challenge. Amber won the under 12 girls
section; Frank won the Explorer Scout race and Charlie came
second in the under 12 boys. Four other members also recorded
good times over a tough, muddy and hilly 7-kilometre course at
the back of Broadwindsor.
Cubs learn a little about South Korea and celebrate Mardi
Gras
With the next World Scout Jamboree due to be held in South
Korea in 2023, the Cubs have been learning about Korean
customs, culture and cuisine. Following a demonstration by
James McCarthy from the Red Panda Restaurant in Lyme
26
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Not to be outdone, the Scouts have been building bug and bee
hotels as part of their Green Challenge, and the Explorer Scouts
have knocked up two barn owl boxes. These were presented to
the Dorset Wildlife Trust in March, along with the 20 dormouse
boxes that members of the Group made during lock-down.
Explorers turn to baking upside down
As part of their ‘ready, steady, cook’ challenge the Charmouth
Seagulls came up with a variety of different dishes including a
pineapple upside down cake baked in the microwave.
Kevin Payne

W

One Man’s Clutter

e live nowadays in a throwaway world. Ten minutes sitting
in your car at the Bridport Recycling Centre provides more
astonishment and entertainment than an evening’s television.
Downsizing by older generations is considered the perfect opportunity
for getting rid of all you don’t want. Of course, in reality it’s impossible.
My wife and I made the gesture when we first came to Charmouth in
millennium year. In practice we’ve lived in our pint pot alongside the rest
of the quart ever since.
Our box room may be crammed with clutter but I can’t convince myself it’s
useless because there is a life story in every bit of it. Somewhere in there is
the Zeiss camera I bought in 1956, £22 second hand which needed a lot of
saving, but which later took my first ever colour photo. I still have that too.
There is the slide rule that saw me though my undergraduate years, the
souvenir booklet of a school trip to France in 1955, a cube of jasper which I
used as a paperweight and the mortgage agreement for the first home of our
own (£1250 in need of excessive TLC). There is even a lump of rock, quite
rare and a must-have for any serious collector of geology samples. It was
given to me by a late old friend and mentor named Arthur when he retired in
the early eighties. I’ve kept it safe ever since.

Arthur was a quiet, pink cheeked little man, a truly old fashioned gentleman
scientist. He had gained two honours degrees in his thirties after fighting
through Italy with the allies during the Second World War. Like me he was
a perpetual student of anything, which perhaps drew us together, and an
inspirational teacher. His garden flat was insulated with old books and he was
immensely knowledgable. In the long summer vacations his wife would take
her holidays with an old girl friend while Arthur tramped the dusty roads of
Italy and Sicily in a suit complete with collar and tie, armed only with his little
suitcase and a 35mm camera. He was passionate about the ancient world and
Mediterranean archaeology. He also had in-depth understanding of Italian and
Sicilian bus timetables because he never learned to drive.

Arthur identified the rock he gave me as Miss Phillips’ Conglomerate, found on
one of his frequent field trips to Malvern. Dorset women hold Mary Anning as
their scientific Victorian heroine, elsewhere it might be Florence Nightingale or
Mary Somerville. In my part of the world that role model of the period is Anne
Phillips, a rather stern and heavy lady judging by the few existing images of
her. From 1829 until her death in 1862 she was housekeeper, companion and
scientific assistant to her brother John who was a prominent early geologist.
Together they studied the Malvern Hills, the spectacular ridge more than twice
the height of Golden Cap at its highest point, which is the north-south divide
between the counties of Herefordshire and Worcestershire.
The accepted geological authority in this country at that time was Sir Roderick
Impey Murchison, 1st Baronet Murchison, Fellow of the Royal Society and
holder of many other honours. Among his claims to fame was the recognition
of the Silurian Period of geological time beginning about 444 million years
ago during which primitive ocean life developed dramatically. Silurian rocks
were formed from the sediments of warm, shallow oceans. They create the
landscape on the Herefordshire side of the Malvern Hills. On the eastern side
they have eroded away. Murchison pronounced, and it became accepted
knowledge, that the granite-like hills had burst up out of the Silurian sea during
massive underwater volcanic activity, a sort of ancient Krakatoa in reverse. In
1842 Anne Phillips proved him wrong.
That summer she discovered an exposure which was clearly a fossil beach
of the Silurian sea complete with shells, sand and crucially fragments of the
hills, all laid against the igneous rock of the ridge. This conglomerate proved
without any doubt that the hills were there first. Indeed much of the ridge is
Precambrian, compared to which the Jurassic is a mere infant. In her honour
Anne’s find was given her name and has been the subject of scholarly debate
ever since. During the twentieth century the conglomerate was found in
several other locations on the hills but, despite Anne’s careful descriptions
in her field note books, so many changes to the landscape have occurred
since her lifetime that it is impossible to know exactly where she stood that
day in 1842. Students have pored over her note books, drawings and letters
with microscopic attention. Among many, but not all of them, there is general
agreement that the most likely spot was a small quarry, long ago worked out
and overgrown, on the hillside near the West Malvern road. But we can never
be absolutely certain.
As for me, you might guess, I failed at the time to ask Arthur exactly where he
found the sample I now have. Anne’s exposure was probably quarried away
in her own day but I live in hope that my rock is from somewhere near that
mystical spot which has now disappeared forever.
Alan Dodson
This piece is reworked from an item in “Talking On The Beach”
by Alan Dodson: Amazon, March 2021

Charmouth Girl Guides
• We have celebrated Chinese new year by checking out our
animal, learning to write the Chinese sign and playing some
Chinese games along with tangrams.
• We are attending a division evening with the Royal Navy on
fitness and wellbeing as well as looking forward to Mothers
Day & Easter themes.
If you are interested in guides (aged 10 – 14 ) please
contact Debbie Thatcher on 07977 035768 or email
1stcharmouthguides@gmail.com .
The guides have been busy.
• Since Christmas we have been planting trees with other units
in the division for the Queens Canopy. These were restoring
hedges in Misterton on the Dorset/ Somerset border.
• We have been exploring World Thinking Day themes & looking
at the other guiding countries and the history of guiding and
what the promise and laws mean to us.

We meet fortnightly at Wootton Village Hall. If anyone is
interested in joining us please register your interest at www.
girlguiding.org/information-for-parents/register/your/daughter
through the Girlguiding website.
We would love to see you. If you have a skill that you could
share with the girls please let us know.
Debbie, Sharon & Rosie
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SHORELINE CREATURES

inhabits. Bored shells or rocks with little keyhole-shaped holes
about 0.2 mm can be found on the beaches of Charmouth and
Lyme. In rocks and pebbles these bored areas cause weakness
and so hasten erosion.
In sheltered and/or deeper parts of the sea, sponges can form
beautiful, branching, plant-like structures and some species
are much more complex giving more room for the holes and
specialized cell areas which filter the sea water. More throughput
of sea water means more oxygen and more food so some
sponges can grow quite large. Some form vase-like structures
while other species may look more like cylinders or spheres,
sometimes with a stalk.

A collection of Cretaceous sponges

P

Sponges

erhaps best known as colourful bathroom accessories
or something you might use to clean the car, sponges
are really useful around the home. However, real
sponges are strange and rather basic multicellular animals
with no definite tissues or organs, but they do have some
specialized cells. Many have no particular shape and some
will take on the shape of the objects they adhere to.
Interestingly sponges can be ‘dismantled’ by passing them
through a sieve. They can reassemble themselves into the basic
form and a perfectly good sponge is recreated!
Sponges, mostly marine, can be found along the UK coast,
usually on the lower part of the shore covered by the sea
most of the time. They have a variety of shapes and a variable
structure supported by fibres or spicules commonly made of
silica or calcium carbonate. Sponges can be bright and beautiful
colours while others are rather drab. A real bath sponge (or
make-up sponge) is usually orange-brown in colour and this
is the fibrous ‘skeleton’ made of spongin. These sponges are
farmed commercially and come from the Mediterranean.
The simplest sponges are really basic! Imagine a sack with
holes in it, then consider water passing in through the fabric of
the sack and passing out through the hole in the top. A basic
sponge is rather like that! There are more complex forms (or
‘grades’) of sponge which have more folded areas of cells
which filter the water. Water containing oxygen and food (minute
organic particles, plankton etc.) passes into the body through
the holes (pores) and the food is filtered out by specialized cells.
The water and waste then pass out through the hole (osculum)
at the top.
Put a lot of basic sponges together and you have an encrusting
layer attached to hard surfaces. The breadcrumb sponge
(Halichondra panicea) can be found on shells and boulders on
stable beaches and other hard structures such as Swanage Pier.
Different species of sponges have different habitats and one
species (Suberites) is often found on the shell (mobile home) of
a hermit crab. The crab uses its pincers to place bits of sponge
on the shell which are good camouflage. For the same reason,
other species of crab can place bits of sponge on their own
backs.
Some other sponges have a very different habit. Clione uses
acid to bore into structures such as pieces of rock or shells and
create small holes and channels which the sponge network
28
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The calcareous sponges tend to be paler than the silica ones
and are mostly shaped like small vases or cups. Sponges with
silica spicules are important for the formation of silica nodules
in chalky deposits. Silica formed the very hard flints during the
Cretaceous period and, on Charmouth beach, fossil sponges
can be found. These look like chalky spheres or other wonky
shapes, easily mistaken for pebbles. In some specimens the
exhalent pore (osculum) can be seen and some show detail of
the inhalant pores. These sponges are about 100 million years
old but are not all well-preserved, having been rolled around
among other pebbles for long periods of time. Although they are
interesting, they are not particularly prized by fossil collectors.
Although sponges can be regarded as primitive creatures, they
are an important part of the marine ecosystem, having their
effects on flow through the water column, on other marine
creatures and on structures such as rocks and piers. They can
sometimes bind areas of small pebbles together so can help to
stabilize areas of coast. The boring sponges however, can do a
lot of damage by speeding up erosion. Despite their simplicity,
sponges are a successful group, being found from the Cambrian
period (over 500 million years ago) right up to the present day.

Holes and channels made by boring sponges in Jurassic limestone

Rosalind Cole

SITUATIONS VACANT
(only volunteers need apply!)

Charmouth Heritage Coast Centre
Two Trustees needed to make up our current complement.
Grant application knowledge especially welcome.
For more information please contact:
Charmouth Heritage Coast Centre on 01297 560772
or email info@charmouth.org.

Charmouth Heritage Coast Centre

W

e saw a positive end to 2021 with over 55,000
visitors to the Centre despite being closed for 5
months. We also saw a busy Christmas week with
over 600 visitors all seeking a hot drink after their daily
walks and fossil hunting.
We are looking forward to a more ‘normal’ year this year with
the appointment of two seasonal staff who joined us at the
beginning of March. As well as increasing our fossil walk
numbers, we are aiming to get our seashore activities back on
track after a year hiatus. While we were able to carry out beach
cleans during 2021 our rockpool and citizen science surveys
took a back bench while we negotiated our way through the
pandemic on reduced staff. This year we hope to reintroduce
seashore safaris both in Charmouth and Lyme Regis. As always,
our events remain popular so do make sure to book ahead
through our website calendar: https://charmouth.org/chcc/
events-calendar/
We saw a rather washed-out half term with the storms
cancelling many of our fossil walks, but the Centre remained
busy, and visitors were determined to make the most of their
stay! We have added new dinosaur footprints to follow around
the one-way system for visitors and we have several new
additions to our gift shop including some new Jurassic Coast
geology pint glasses from the Lyme Regis Brewery.
We are welcoming several new fossil displays this year. Fossil
collector and preparator Andy Cowap has recently changed
over his cabinet in Collectors’ Corner to display all new fossils,
including some stunning fish with predatory bite marks in them.
We have also been busy building a new cabinet for a new
ichthyosaur to be displayed in our education room. We hope
this will be ready around the Easter period. Other specimens
are always being added so do keep popping in to see the latest
additions.
As always, we welcome new volunteers whether you would
like to help in the Centre or outside on one of our events or
schools. No previous experience or fossil knowledge is needed
as training will be given. Contact Ali Ferris ali@charmouth.org or
01297 560772.
Ali Ferris.

Phil Davidson, Geological Warden at Charmouth
Heritage Coast Centre says: The best place to look
for fossils is in the loose material on the beach and
NOT in the cliffs. The cliffs are very unstable and you
should make sure you keep your distance from them.
Rockfalls and sticky mudslides should be avoided
as they can cut off the beach on an incoming tide.
Always check the tide times before going out fossil
hunting.
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The Tourist Trap - treat them well

hen I first visited Charmouth
more than fifty years ago I
thought it was full of miserable
old people. Now, I’ve become one.
But not quite as miserable as some
of those I regularly hear complaining
about tourists.

including namesake Chloe, Jason and
Fleur.
The pub has enjoyed a wide variety of
landlords from the days when Jeff and
Carol made it such fun place to enjoy
a drink and a meal. But it’s difficult to
remember a time when the food has been
better.
A short walk along the street and you will
see Chloe’s mum, the ever-busy Maria,
running the Charmouth Stores (Nisa) with
husband Al. Both seem to thrive on hard
graft and have managed to hire a team of
pleasant and helpful staff, including first
‘Saturday jobs’ for young residents.
Bumbles gift shop, opened by Carol, wife
of Phil Tritton is next door, consistently
good for both taste and price. It was
the Trittons who in 2005 relaunched
this reliable village shop, which has
been on the same site since 1806, as a
convenience store.
When I first saw that it would be open
each day until 9 p.m., I thought: ‘That will
never last.’ But it has - and has been such
a success it’s used for late shopping from
many miles around.

Tourists, eh? The lifeline of this village.
Yet each summer we are treated to heavy
sighs and general complaints in shops by
locals waiting for service.
As families hand over big orders with
cash and credit cards and pack several
bags, there can be an impatience which
sometimes just seethes and, at others,
overflows.
I spend some of the year in another
village called Swallowfield, Berkshire,
which has a slightly bigger population
than Charmouth’s official 1,646. There
is just one shop, which includes a post
office, now reopened after six months
closure.
And this is typical of villages across
England - including Dorset. But not
Charmouth. Those who live here do
appreciate, in the main, that it’s a special
place.
But not enough credit is sometimes
given to businesses which only survive
and thrive thanks to the annual boost of
income by visitors.
Each time I’m here, I love to enjoy the
array of shops, pubs and café, owned
and run by some wonderful, upbeat, hardworking people.
Starting at the top of the village, there’s
the splendid Royal Oak, given the kiss of
life by the youth and energy of Tom and
Chloe, supported by ever cheerful staff
30
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I’ve overheard the sheer joy of tourists,
arriving on one of our caravan parks,
celebrating the good fortune of being
able to shop for first night provisions at 7
or 8 o’clock in the evening.
The bakers are next, run by Liesa and her
personable son, George, who regularly
puts in 14 hour shifts in the summer
months, to produce delicious bread and
cakes. When eating at the Pilot Boat,
Lyme Regis it’s always good to see ‘The
Charmouth Loaf’ advertised as a side
order.
There’s usually a small scrum on a
summer’s morning, with the smell of
freshly made bacon baps filling the air,
with the ever-cheerful Lorraine dishing
them out. The wait to be served is worth
it to hear the compliments of visitors
enjoying the moment.
The old site of the bakers’ shop is
Herringbone, owned and run by artist
Anna. It stocks fabulous local produce
and artwork from inventive residents.
Great value, too.
Steve and Gill Pile ran the Post Office
from here for 20 years, but finally
fell victim as part of what seems a
nationwide campaign to wreck our post
offices.
Steve stayed until he was 70 to try and
get us a new sub-postmaster, but the Post
Office ‘rules’ were too compromising to
any would-be applicant. Not to mention
their much-flawed Horizon IT system
under which you could - and still can - be
falsely prosecuted.

For a man who was once a good
cricketer, Steve delivered the equivalent
of a winning six by letting his building
to Herringbone, which is a particular
favourite for visitors when purchasing
gifts, from local honey to paintings by
village artists.
The estate agent Fortnam Smith and
Banwell is next door, cleverly run by
Theresa Noel alongside Judy and Beki.
They have stayed in the village through
40 years of rises and slumps in house
buying. No-one can predict the future, but
Covid has produced an unforeseen boom
in those who want to buy next to the sea.
And why not? The lesson of the last half
century is that many who buy here end
up contributing hugely to the village’s
business and social life. Fresh faces and
new thinking have kept the place alive
and we should always be open to them.

“But not enough credit is
sometimes given to businesses which
only survive and thrive thanks to the
annual boost of income by visitors.”
And how about Morgans, such an
Aladdin’s cave of items? Around 10,000
different ones at the last count. We’ve
been lucky over the decades with owners
like Geoff and Pauline and Ian and Alison.
Yet again, it is good fortune to have David
and Susie.
They took over the business not long
before the Covid outbreak and have
worked tirelessly to hang on in there and
make a go of it, aided by good staff like
the helpful and ever reliable Andy.
I’m always delighted to queue behind
tourists who are spending freely. τThis
shop and the new owners deserve every
penny with the work and risks they’ve
taken.
Across the road is another man who has
become a firm favourite in the village:
Guang, owner of the pharmacy, who
delivers calm advice with his expert team
and has been of great comfort to tourists
with health troubles.
It is remarkable to have had such skilled
and popular pharmacists over the years.
The late Francis Lock was equally calm
and helpful. Before him, there was the
ebullient Mike Davies, and his muchmissed widow, Mary, who died recently.
Right next door, which was the old
chemists, is Abode, reliably serving
the village with carpets and all types
of flooring. Andy - whose parents were
the first owners of the village’s cafe,
converted from a bank - and Faye are in
their seventh year of business and have

built an enviable reputation for service
and quality.
Next to them, the hairdresser, The Salon,
owned and run charmingly by Louise with
a total of seven staff. My brother-in-law,
a former British ambassador who stayed
with us and busily travelled the world at
the time, could hardly believe his luck in
getting a great cut from Harry when he
hardly had time to fix an appointment in
London.
Then there’s The Bank Café, bravely run
by Sally and Wendy who always put good
home cooking ahead of over-booking.
The frustrations of lockdown were put
aside by developing an outside area, with
comfortable seats and umbrellas.
I’ve enjoyed many a Saturday morning
coffee with the newspapers while treating
myself to a grandstand view of passing
village life.
I can remember when this place was,
indeed, a bank - Lloyds - open three days
a week with a couple of helpful staff
drafted in from Lyme Regis. But the days
of familiar and friendly banking have been
culled and replaced by glossy TV and film
advertisements promising, with no sense
of irony, to be ‘by your side.’
There’s the Charmouth Fish Bar and
Pizzeria, with owner Sue Harvey
transforming the old place with its onetime narrow corridor in to a double fronted
building in elegant grey with folding front
glass doors and a seating area up front.

opposite, where Dean delivers good
hospitality along with a wide range of
beers as benefitting a ‘free house’.
The pub glows in winter with an open fire
but comes alive in the summer by offering
just as warm a welcome to tourists. My
daughters and granddaughters have
enjoyed sitting on the tables outside in
the garden on a summer afternoon and
watching the antics of pets in the garden.
All this is in a village which would struggle
to keep open more than a couple of
shops without the influx of “those damn
tourists” who arrive in their thousands
from April to September, spend their
money and enjoy what is on offer.
And that’s not all. A doctor’s surgery, with
April as manager, always trying to be
helpful and fitting in patients who need
medical attention when far from home,
despite the weight of work.

wonderful things: Bymead House, a
nursing and residential home kept by
manager Amy Blacklock with many local
staff. Always awarded high rating by the
Quality Care Commission, it remained
Covid-free.
Ironically, tourists do remember it. Paying
residents include those who have enjoyed
holidays in Charmouth. Perhaps they, too,
recall how well they were treated by local
shops and businesses?
I know that there are some full-time
village residents who haven’t a clue what
I am writing about, because they rarely
set foot in The Street, still less use the
fantastic array of shops we have at our
disposal.
But can I ask that next time you’re in
a long queue this holiday season think
kindly and gratefully towards those buying
and enjoying themselves?

How about Lisa Tuck, who has been
parish clerk for more than a quarter
of a century, always offering support
and advice from The Elms, never
discriminating between visitor and local?
The Library, kept alive by volunteers,
also hosting our pop-up Post Office on
Thursdays along with The Hollands Room
on Fridays, cheerfully being kept alive
by Steve Smith a sub-postmaster from
Crewkerne.

Virtually everyone who stays with us
wants fish ’n’ chips at some point - and it
is always first-class. To stand outside on
a warm summer’s evening watching the
expectation of those on their first visit to
the village is a pleasure.

And a church which is open to locals and
tourists alike, thanks again to volunteers
of Changing Spaces, who have raised
so much to keep this historic building.
Churches in many such villages as
Charmouth are forbidding places, kept
permanently locked. Not so here, where
exhibitions, concerts and friendly faces lift
the spirits.

And if you have half an hour to wait,
there’s always The George virtually

There’s also a business of which I
have had no experience, (yet!) but hear

Charmouth: A blend of businesses, residents and tourists.

They are the reason you have the
pleasure of being able to visit so many
thriving shops in this buoyant village of
ours. And remember: Whatever you do,
unlike the tourist you see in front of the
queue, every day can seem like a holiday
for those lucky enough to live here.
Garth Pearce

Which is better for
Charmouth?

Please send your comments to:
editor@shoreline-charmouth.co.uk They may be published in the Letters column..

BUY LOCAL OR BYE-BYE LOCAL!
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Poppy Dyer meets the Charmouth Fire Service

Fire fighters from left to right are Paul Grinter, Ray Dyer,
George Skewes (kneeling), Me, Sean Gillings, Andy Morel,
James Lathey (kneeling). And in the cab Ben Perry.

T

hose who live locally will know
of Charmouth Fire Service. But
what do they actually do? What
does being a firefighter involve? This
particular crew is made up of Ben
Perry, Ray Dyer, George Skewes, Paul
Grinter, Andy Morel, Sean Gillings
and James Lathey who are all On
Call firefighters living in and around
Charmouth.
On Call firefighters are paid professionals
who do the same work as a wholetime
crew, but are able to have other jobs
and commitments too, responding to
emergencies when their alerter goes off.
With flexible hours, around two thirds of
the firefighters in Dorset and Wiltshire are
on call.
Sean Gillings has worked as a firefighter
for 23 years, alongside being a local retail
business owner. He was first introduced
to the fire service by Terry Grinter in 1998
and since then has been on hundreds of
shouts, ranging from road traffic collisions
to blazing fires and cliff rescues. One
of his most memorable shouts was on
his 40th birthday, when numerous people
were stuck in floodwater at Weycroft. After
rescuing them, the crew were dispatched
to more flooding in Wilmington and ended
up spending the whole day sorting out
floods in East Devon, reaching as far as
Ottery Saint Mary. Sean was also one
of the firefighters sent to help out at the
infamous Novichok poisoning in Salisbury.
The crew and he left Charmouth in the
early hours and didn’t get home until
the late evening, making it one of their
longest ever shifts.
Andy Morel, who has been a member
of the crew for over 20 years alongside
owning “Abode” was also sent to this
shout. He remembers that they had to
be fed by the anti-terrorism police, and
although their tea was a little ‘ropey’, the
coffee was excellent, and even with the
glare of the world’s media on them, it
was eventually sorted out. One time, he
was dispatched to a very hot thatched
roof fire near Dorchester at around six in
the morning, a shout in which breathing
apparatus had to be used. Eight hours
32
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later, they were just putting away the last
of their kit back into the fire engine when
they were called to a pub roof fire just two
miles away. The officer in charge, John
Stamp, told the crew with a rather unique
choice of language, that they should
probably get a move on. Fortunately, both
the roof and pub were saved. He joined
Charmouth Fire Service after former fire
fighter Roger Stork suggested it, as Andy
was originally working full time in Honiton
at the time, before he made the decision
to move to Charmouth.
Paul Grinter has always enjoyed helping
people and ten years ago, he followed in
his father’s footsteps and joined the fire
service. He vividly remembers helping
to put out the arson-attacked Parnham
House which was severely damaged by
the fire, allegedly lit by its former owner.
It took four days and over twenty five
appliances to put it out.
James Lathey, who owns an exterior
property maintenance business, was also
there. Charmouth was the fifth fire engine
to arrive to tackle the forty-foot flames.
James has been a member of the fire
service for six years after spotting the
opportunity when he moved to the village
with his wife. His parents and siblings all
work for the NHS, so he grew up with a
service minded family.
Ben Perry has been a firefighter for four
years alongside being a gardener for
a private estate. He vividly remembers
his first ever shout – a road traffic
collision involving four vehicles and nine
casualties. As it was his first shout, he
really was dropped in the deep end, but
was lucky to have a decent crew on his
side. He joined Charmouth Fire Service
because he loved the village, and felt that
this way, he was able to offer something
back to the village and play an active part
in the community. Ben says that they have
to work pretty hard every now and then,
but there’s nothing like stripping a thatch
roof, with breathing apparatus on, to get
your blood pumping.
George Skewes joined Charmouth Fire
Service as an on-call firefighter three
and a half years ago. He then made
the decision to apply to be a whole time
firefighter at Redhill Station, where he
now works, as well as Charmouth. He
decided that he wanted to join the fire
service so he could help the community
and learn new skills. He once had to
rescue Chase, a German shepherd,
who had somehow made his way onto a
conservatory roof, and couldn’t get back
down. To this day, nobody knows how he
got up there.
Ray Dyer is the most recent firefighter,

joining at the age of forty six, two and
a half years ago. Alongside this, he is
a self-employed electrician. One of his
most memorable shouts was a night
cliff rescue where three people and a
dog had been cut off at Black Ven by a
storm surge. Tim Holmes and he had to
make their way along the base of the
cliff to reach them, whilst getting battered
by huge waves. After ensuring that the
casualty and dog were safe and secure,
Tim and Ray judged that it was too
dangerous to walk back along the beach,
so they requested helicopter support,
which was already there rescuing the
other two casualties, and the casualty,
dog, Tim, and Ray were winched up off
the cliff by the helicopter and recovered
to the car park.
Almost all of the crew describe Wareham
Forest Fire as the most tiring shout.
It started off as a small heath fire on
the eighteenth of May 2020 caused by
several abandoned disposable barbecues,
but in no time the whole forest was alight.
Fifty crews and seventy appliances were
sent there, plus a helicopter, as well as
twenty-two over the border crews.
Just a few days in, one of the fire engines
was set alight whilst driving between
two blazing patches of trees. The crews
fought the burning forest solidly for two
to three weeks, doing twelve hour shifts
every day and surviving off fish and chips
supplied by a local chippie. Unfortunately,
one of the deep fryers in the chippie van
caught on fire whilst it was there, so that
had to be put out too! Four million litres
of water later and the forest fire was
eventually put out on the fourth of June,
2020. Overall, six hundred and fifty acres
were lost.
Despite having a crew of seven,
Charmouth Fire Service are actually
five members short of a full station
complement, so are always on the lookout
for new firefighters, especially those
from Charmouth, Wootton Fitzpaine,
Whitchurch Canonicorum, Morcombelake
and nearby areas.
If you are interested in joining Charmouth
Fire Station, further information can be
found on the Dorset & Wiltshire Fire and
Rescue Service website, dwfire.org.uk
or why not pop down to Charmouth Fire
Station at 7pm on any Monday for a chat?

Poppy Dyer

Poppy is currently at
Woodroffe and hopes to
become a journalist. I’m
sure readers will agree
that she is well on her way!
Roger Sansom, Editor.

COASTAL COMMUNITY CUPBOARD
…WHAT A
DIFFERENCE
A YEAR
MAKES!

T

his time last year the country was in a lockdown and
Coastal Community Cupboard was born! The brainchild
of Charmouth resident Lisa Charleton and Lyme resident
Mary Ward, Coastal Community Cupboard began life as part
of Lyme Regis Development Trust in February 2021. Its simple
mission was to bring people together with a series of projects
and initiatives designed to combat isolation in our communities,
provide healthy affordable food and encourage a sense of
social cohesion at a time when life is coming under seemingly
endless pressure.
It all began with Soup’n’Soul. Launched in Charmouth,
Soup’n’Soul transformed simple soup and bread into
something far more important than the sum of its parts. Each
week, over seventy portions were delivered to residents of the
area. For many it was the only physical contact they had with
anyone. Consequently, the doorstep conversations with the
volunteers became as important as the portion of soup and
bread!
As lockdown eased a little
Lisa and Mary were focused
on their flagship project – The
Seaside Store. This was a
project designed to combine
food affordability whilst also
saving on the enormous
amount of food wasted
every year. After opening its
doors in June 2021, it quickly
established itself as a hugely
welcome boost to the many
local people and families
struggling on tight budgets.
Officially known as a social supermarket it is a simple but
effective and sustainable means of easing food stress for
many people. Having joined as a member, which is free, people
can then choose 10 or 15 items for £3.50 or £5 respectively.
All the fresh produce such as fruit, veg, eggs and bread, is free
and not included in the paid items. The result is that members
can substantially supplement their weekly shop for a very
modest sum. It also attracts those who come simply to ensure
nothing is wasted at the end of the day.
Most of the produce is purchased from the national charity
Fareshare who collect surplus stock from most of the major
supermarkets. This is produce that would otherwise find its way
into landfill so by using this perfectly good produce, members
are also saving a significant amount of food from being just
dumped! In addition there is a store cupboard of staples
such as pasta, beans, etc. Being a not-for-profit enterprise, the
money spent by members is used to keep the cupboard topped
up along with any donations received from local outlets such
as Nisa, Morrison, Tesco Express and the Co-op.
Not content with all this and following the end of Soup’n’Soul a
new social enterprise has been running in Charmouth. Called
Cake’n’Cuppa this is also a very simple but effective initiative
which does what it says on the tin. Every two weeks in the
Village Hall here in Charmouth a group of volunteers make tea
and cake for any resident who simply fancies socialising for an
hour with other residents and having a good old natter whilst
enjoying a cuppa and a piece of delicious homemade cake!

It may seem such a simple thing
but for many the last couple of
years have undermined their
confidence and desire to get
about and socialise, so this
simple provision provides a
safe, friendly and inviting space
for them to come and find their
voice again!
It has been quite a year and it’s
not over yet. Based in the Hub,
Church Street in Lyme the girls
are planning the opening of a
new community café called “The
Old Schoolhouse Community
Café”. Following the principle
of food and friendship this will be a place to build on the spirit
which guides all their projects and will provide a community
space along with good, affordable, food. Planned to open in early
March, hopefully it will be up and running by the time you read
this!
Of course, none of these projects could ever operate without
the help of the brilliant volunteers, the many generous donations
and the goodwill of our community who see and understand
the importance of that special but sometimes indefinable thing
we call community. So, an enormous thank you to all who have
helped and supported to make these things possible and, as life
begins to return, Coastal Community Cupboard will continue to
serve this amazing community.
If you would like more information please contact Lisa or
Mary on 07835799469 or email community@lrdt.co.uk

Reduce your food waste, help
combat climate change and save
money!
At a time when we’re all trying to play our part in tackling
Climate Change, there’s one easy action we can take – and
it will also save us money!
The edible food we throw away contributes to climate
change. We are wasting not only the food but the valuable
resources that have gone into creating it too - from fertilisers
and water that was used for growing it, to the greenhouse
gases created from its production and transportation.
Here are some handy tips on how to reduce your food waste:
Get your portions right – It’s very easy to cook too much
pasta and rice. A quarter of a standard mug of uncooked
rice or two generous handfuls of uncooked pasta per
person are a good rule of thumb when estimating quantities
required. Store food correctly – food lasts longer if stored in
the right places. Bread is best stored in its original packaging
in a cupboard or in a bread bin, not the fridge. Potatoes
should be kept in a breathable bag/sack (not plastic
packaging) and stored in a cool, dark place.
Get the best use out of your Fridge/Freezer – Setting your
fridge down to 5 degrees will keep food fresher for longer.
All kinds of foods can also be frozen, right up to the ‘use-by’
date, including milk and bread.
For more hints and tips visit www.lovefoodhatewaste.com
Dorset Council Waste Team
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Silver Award Winner

Dorset CAN and the ...

Local Businesswoman Sophia Campbell
wins Silver award for best product

GREAT BIG
DORSET HEDGE

D

orset Climate Action Network (Dorset CAN www.dorsetcan.org) are
launching the Great (or Gert as we are in Dorset) Big Dorset
Hedge. This project aims to enhance the existing hedgerows
that Dorset is so well known for and to create a healthy, well-managed
network of hedges, stretching across Dorset. Our aim is to help every
community to get involved with closing gaps in the connections and
creating new ones, with local volunteer groups of young and old getting
involved, and local contractors being employed, united by a common
desire to see nature recover, creating new homes and habitat for our
depleted and endangered populations of insects and birds and small
mammals. Nature recovery is a critical part of the fight against climate
change and creating hedgerows is a key part of this strategy.

Hedgerows act as a jack-of-all trades by providing
environmental services. They act as a corridor and habitat

T

he Best Business Women Awards have spotlighted
incredible business women from across the globe and
are designed to recognise the achievement of those
women across a wide range of industries.
Pushing through the pandemic, these women continued to drive
their businesses forward. The 2021 Awards ceremony was held
at the Hilton, Wembley towards the end of last year. The judges
were impressed by the creativity, tenacity and great business
acumen demonstrated in the finalists selected.
Local West Dorset
businesswoman, Sophia
Campbell from Woven Farewell
Coffins, has been awarded Silver
in the Best Product Category.
Woven Farewell Coffins is a
willow coffin business that
contributes to the momentum
of sustainable funerals and
empowered families, through
using local materials and by
welcoming families to come and
get involved in the coffin creation.

linking woodland, gardens, ponds, and rivers and provide a
home, shelter, food and mates for insects, birds and mammals,
reptiles, and amphibians. For humans they support our physical
and mental health, providing visual enjoyment, producing
chemicals that improve our mood and absorbing pollution. They
offset climate change; they absorb huge amounts of carbon,
provide flood prevention and soil protection, cooling and shelter
protecting crops and livestock. The increased biodiversity
hedgerows provide also increases natural wildlife pest control
effectiveness for crops enabling reduced use of pesticides.

Current problems with hedgerows. In the last century,

tens of thousands of miles of ancient hedgerow were ripped out
to enable increased intensive agriculture to feed our growing
population. Many remaining hedges are in poor condition,
reducing their ability to deliver environmental services. Farmers
and landowners are now changing hedgerow management
practices – reducing the frequency and extent of flailing,
new planting to close gaps and improve hedgerows, hedge
laying, and good management will help to regain a healthy
network. Much of this is funded by government grants (HEDGE
FUNDS!). These grants acknowledge the key role of farmers
and landowners and the financial impact on them. Some grants
enable the employment of contractors, but many will require the
support of volunteer groups to succeed.

How will Dorset CAN’s Great Big Dorset Hedge
campaign work?

Debbie Gilbert, organiser of The Best Business Women Awards,
said: “The 7th year of these prestigious awards has proved to
be the most challenging for business owners worldwide. The
entries were judged by a panel of business experts who had
a tough job reading hundreds of entries. To be a finalist in this
competition is a major achievement and a mark of quality. The
businesswomen selected have been chosen for their business
acumen, determination, creativity, and tenacity. All our finalists
are all shining examples of being successful entrepreneurs who
have proved their success to our judges.”

We plan to: Help strengthen the existing network of hedgerows
across Dorset including in towns and villages like Charmouth
and identify areas for new hedging or where existing hedging
needs improving. All hedging will be mapped, and new hedging
added to the map. We are liaising with existing environment
groups, tree planting groups, landowners such as farmers,
Parish Councils, and private residents to identify ongoing
projects to add to the map and where help is needed for new
projects. We also plan to liaise with larger bodies such as the
National Trust and Wildlife Groups.

On winning the award, Sophia Campbell commented: “I’m
delighted to have been selected as a finalist! I’m passionate
about helping broaden authentically sustainable opportunities
within funerals and supporting families to have more
involvement with the funeral process. This involvement is
particularly important in the wake of the pandemic when options
and opportunities were much more restricted. As a young
businesswoman within the funeral industry, I feel honoured to
have been recognised and celebrated in this way.”

How can you help us / can we help you?
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Please let us know if you are already doing or planning hedging
projects and would be happy to add them to our map. Please
join us. We will need help with all aspects of running the
campaign.

Contact us at: gertbigdorsethedge@gmail.com
Julie Leah

We Remember We Remember
TREENA KEMP

The holiday was not just sport, we loved going up into the mountains and meeting the locals. We enjoyed our evenings with the
Portuguese, such warm gentle people.’
Treena seems to have been very keen on conversation, as
there were occasions when she would take hours to walk
anywhere because she would constantly stop to talk with
people along the way. She also kept all of her receipts, for
everything she bought. It is fortunate that Mandy is extremely
experienced in finance so as to be able to trail through all that
she has left behind, for years!
Many people have shared about how caring she was to
people who were struggling, sometimes effectively welcoming
her daughters’ friends into the family, showing interest in
others over herself, and giving time to everyone she was with.

T

In 1997, Treena and Ray moved to Charmouth, where they
became heavily involved in the community here. Growing older
clearly didn’t diminish the infectious nature of Treena’s smile,
as well as her sense of humour and fun. Throughout her life,
Treena took care of her appearance, enjoying the ritual of doing
her makeup and preparing herself to face the world, to live for
the sake of others. In Charmouth, Treena worked at the White
House Bed and Breakfast and then at the cafe on the beach
for a couple of years. She also supported Ray for seven years
whilst he lived with Alzheimers.

It was in during these formative years that Treena met the young
Ray Kemp, with whom she became childhood sweetheart.
When queried about his feelings towards Treena, Ray would
reply to people that she was the one for him, and that she was
without doubt the “prettiest girl in the village”. When Ray played
for football for Fulham, he would get the train back to see her
on the platform, before having to rush back to play later that
day. I wonder if she had any idea back then that they would be
happily married for fifty years. It was on 28th March 1964 that
they both tied the knot, and it seems that they were a devoted,
strong couple during that whole time.

Her neighbour wrote:

reena Anne was born on 24th June 1943, daughter
to Muriel and Arch Larkin, and she was one of three
daughters, alongside Monica, who passed away a
couple of years ago, and Glenys, who lives locally. She
grew up in the Kent village of Pembury, where she attended
Primary School. Eventually, she continued her education at
Tunbridge Wells Grammar, which is the same school that
the famous tennis player, Virginia Wade, also attended.

After settling in Pembury, there was some time before
an opening came up for buying the local florists and
greengrocer, which Ray was keen to do, and brought Treena
along for the ride. Treena worked with a team of others to
manage the floristry side, and by all accounts, loved this job.
They were also heavily involved in their local cricket club,
immersed in the community in numerous ways, making the most
of ordinary time in precious ways.
During their life together, Treena and Ray brought into the world
their daughters, Mandy, born in 1967, and Sarah, born in 1970.
They have both remarked on the almost habitual faithfulness
that Treena had for Ray, being almost wired towards him, sharing
in his joys and interests, whilst also being her own personality,
the life and soul of the party, and being well-known by people in
the community. Family holidays were spent at Revelshay Farm
in Bettiscombe, as avid campers. Ray and Treena loved going on
holiday to the Algarve with Treena’s sister, Glenys, and her much
loved late husband, Bryan.
The boys would go off and play golf and Treena and Glenys
sunbathed and then went off to Club Barrington for swimming
lessons. Glenys says: “After a while we discovered that we could
play tennis at the John Lloyd Tennis Centre. We had not played
for years and Treena was amazing with her wonderful forehand.
I think we were still inspired by Virginia Wade who was a pupil
at our school for a while, we won all the local tournaments that
year.”
We all loved these holidays and as soon as we returned Treena
would be booking up the next one and so we were lucky enough
to go twice a year for many years. Mandy and Sarah joined us
once. We often met up with other friends from Kent and Sussex
too.

“Treena and Ray ran the Football hula hoop at the annual Charmouth Fayre
- she loved helping the children win a football. She helped Ray organise the
annual Christmas Carols at our Christmas lunches at The George. One year
Ray knocked a plate off the wall she was beside herself and purchased a new
one to replace the Broken one.
“Treena was a very active member of Deano’s Diva’s skittle team playing in
Lyme and Charmouth. She was a good player. Treena organised and dressed
the tables for our Sunday lunches at the Community Hall. Latterly she enjoyed
a daily ice cream down the front chatting away to everyone. In fact when she
walked to the village it took her ages as she stopped and chatted to everyone.
I’ve known Treena for well over 17 years she made me and my mum very
welcome when we moved next door: she welcomed us with some of her home
made scones.
“She was an extremely private and independent lady but was always ready for
a chat and a good laugh. She loved pottering a round her garden and her trips
to Wetherspoons in Bridport and she loved telling me about her adventures.
She always took part in Halloween - she enjoyed the children visiting. Her
neighbours will miss her very, very much; her infectious smile sense of humour
and fun loving character. She truly was a lovely, lovely neighbour.”
Pauline says:
“The first thing that struck me was the amazing relationship she had enjoyed
with her husband Ray. They were not only man and wife but best friends too
having met whilst they were still teenagers. Over the coming months she really
opened up to me and told me all about their lives together, from Ray’s football
to her florist shop and how the birth of their two daughters made their lives
complete.
“I enjoyed coming to see her, having a chat and a giggle about life and the
trials and tribulations of growing older! She really started to come out of her
shell over the last few months. She had tried a few different groups in the area
and we had plans to attend a few more.
“It was quite a surprise to hear about Treena’s hospital admission and I was
so, so sorry to hear that she had passed away. She was a lovely lady. I’m sure
that she is now happily reunited with her beloved Ray and watching over their
lovely family.”
The above tribute to Treena Kemp was provided by her family and is
printed here with their approval.
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We Remember
GEOFF RESTORICK

round one table, the biggest ‘rogues’ from Bridport sat round the next, half the
delinquents from Crewkerne at the bar and a great train robber’s wife sat in
the next room! He said he blamed Geoff for the biggest hangover he’d ever
had but it was the best party he ever went to. Many of you here today will also
have attended!
Geoff stayed in the motor trade and made many many friends over the years,
always ready to help anyone if he could. On his retirement the business
stayed in the family and Geoff was still there, coming for a cup of tea and
offering advice.
Geoff was interested in all things local and was Vice Chairman of Misterton
Parish Council.
Geoff loved his family - his children, 16 grandchildren and 22 greatgrandchildren.

Geoff was born in Charmouth, Dorset on 15 June 1942, the younger son of
George and Renie Restorick.
He grew up in Charmouth, attended the local primary school, then to
Woodroffe School at Lyme Regis. He didn’t like it much and got sent to St
Michael’s Senior School, also in Lyme Regis.

Geoff and Pat were married for 52 years, and Geoff never really got over
her passing. He missed her terribly and would still buy gifts for her at every
Christmas, birthday and valentine’s day.
Geoff certainly had an eventful life. You will all have your own memories of
times with him.

He was pleased about that as many of his friends were already there. Geoff
had many childhood friends that he had great times with, and kept in touch
with them throughout his life.

Charlie remembers many a time as a teenager coming home in the early
hours to find his dad in the workshop, cigarette in his mouth with a 2-inch ash
hanging off it, trademark bobble hat, spraygun in his hand, still working.

He was part of a skiffle band called The Red Planet Skiffle Group sometimes
playing locally.

Another memory of Geoff, in later years, is the day he got into his Mini to get
something from the back and got stuck. No one realised he was stuck so Keith
and Viv both drove past, saw him waving his arms and waved back to him and
drove on. Eventually Jonny heard him shouting and he said he’d been shouting for ages. Jonny and Jake tried to get him out, but he couldn’t bend his legs
so was well and truly stuck. In the end they had to pull him out through the
boot whereupon his trousers promptly fell down. They’ll never forget that day
and still chuckle about it.

He was a part time fireman and vividly remembered the day a fisherman
was washed up and they had to carry his body across the beach. He loved
remembering the times he and his friends would race around the cycle track
they made near Wootton, calling it the Charmouth Tracking Club, and also
coming down over Stonebarrow Lane in a go-kart, somehow stopping at the
bottom.
Geoff worked for his father when he left school but decided the butchery
business wasn’t for him and got a job at Whellars Motors in Yeovil and then
Southern Tiling also in Yeovil. Most nights he would go back to Charmouth to
see his girlfriend Pat, and they would later be married. They became parents
of a baby girl Vivienne and moved to Tatworth where they had another girl,
Carolyn. After a couple of years, they moved to Misterton and had 2 more
children Lesley and Charlie. Geoff was also a proud father to Kerry and
Martyn.
Geoff was always interested in cars and drove in various rallying events in
his younger days in his Anglia and then his Mini. He would spend weekends
taking part in or attending rallys with Nigel & Wendy and Barry & Maureen
among others. Vivienne remembers her mum regularly making a fry up for
16 people at times, and they’d all go off to watch Geoff, sometimes walking
through trees and undergrowth to find a good spot to watch, with Vivienne &
Carolyn shouting ‘PUT YOUR FOOT DOWN DAD!!’ as he raced past.
In time Geoff left Southern Tiling and became a full-time motor trader, repairing
vehicles and selling cars. He remained friends with his former workmates at
Southern Tiling for the rest of his life. A memory from Jenny who recalls going
out when he took his Mini out for a spin one lunchtime along the Sherborne
dual carriageway. The Mini was so low to the ground that to her it seemed they
had broken the land speed record, but it was great fun and they lived to tell
the tale.
She also says: ‘until we meet again my good friend Geoff, rest in peace’. Geoff
later gave up selling cars and carried on with vehicle repair and recovery work.
He did recovery work for many years, with Andrew working for him and most
of the boys went out with him at one time or another. One time Jonny went
out with him and was told to ‘STAY IN THE LORRY’ but, being young and not
doing as he was told, Jonny got out and fell straight down a drain and the
policeman attending the incident had to pull him out.
Talking of policemen, one in particular recalled Geoff’s 60th birthday party at
the ‘King Willy’ pub. He remembers there was him and the rest of the CID sat
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Another trouser incident happened when he was at a neighbour’s funeral, who
was being buried in one of his fields. As Geoff couldn’t walk far, he had a lift
back up the field with the tractor and trailer. When he got off the trailer his trousers fell down. He hurriedly tried to pull them back up but then saw the widow
watching. She told him it was the funniest thing she’d seen in years and it had
cheered her day.
Geoff enjoyed his days out in his later years, particularly going to Monkey
World or trips to Charmouth and Lyme Regis, and going to West Bay for an
ice cream and burger. Until lockdown he still went regularly to town where
he would stop and chat with Marie and the girls in Mortimers or Superbuy,
among others. He was always bringing something back as could never resist
a bargain.
Geoff loved his Minis from a younger age and was a member of East Devon
Mini club and Mini Mooners among others, at various times. His love of Minis
rubbed off onto other family members, Lesley, Andrew and Chrissy and he
was always there with interest and advice.
Geoff loved animals and would always be bringing back a kitten or puppy
when he was younger because it needed a home. Pat wasn’t always best
pleased and ended up telling him ‘Don’t you bring home any animals!!’ whenever he went to visit anyone. He once went out to recover a car and ended up
adopting 2 ponies that needed a home. He could never say no to giving any
of them a home. He fed the wildlife around him and loved to watch
the wildlife visiting.
Geoff was a kind man who had many friends and made friends for life.
How do you say goodbye to him? The answer is we don’t, he lives on in all our
treasured memories.
He will be missed by many.
The above tribute to Geoff Restorick was provided by his family and is
printed here with their approval.

Shoreline Charmouth - Village Diary
Adult Art Class

Mon 9.30am-12.30pm (term
time only)

Village Hall, Wesley Close

Trudi Ochiltree
07812 856823

Badminton Club
(experience required)

Mon 8.00 – 10.00pm

Community Hall, Lower Sea
Lane

Simon Farrington
07870 662823

Badminton (social)

Tues 7.00 – 10.00pm

Community Hall, Lower Sea
Lane

Charlie Portlock
cmportlock14@outlook.com

Beavers Scout Colony
(ages 6-8)

Mondays 5.30 – 6.45pm

The Scout Hut, Barr’s Lane

Melissa 07412 265203

Bowls Club
Summer:
Winter Short Mat Bowls:

melissajohnsonhills@hotmail.co.uk

Sun, Tues, Thurs 2 – 5.00pm
Tues 2 – 5.00pm

Playing Field, Barr’s Lane
Community Hall Lower Sea
Lane

Mike Jackson-Bass
01297 560484
mjbass@waitrose.com

Brownies (ages 7-10)

Wed 5.30 – 7.00pm
(term time only)

Community Hall, Lower Sea
Lane

Debbie Thatcher

Bridge Club
(partners can be provided)

Thurs 7.00 – 10.30pm

Charmouth Community
Library, The Street

Stephen Penty
07753 493512

Charmouth Local History
Society

No regular meetings at
present

Phone for information

Helen Parker 561580

Charmouth Twinning
Association

No regular meetings at
present

Phone for information

Peter Bonner 560251

Charmouth Village People
(Fun Activities)

1st and 3rd Wednesday each
month 2-4pm

The Village Hall

Judith Howells 07906 840950 or Kath
Harper 07803 131757

Charmouth Village People:
Meet Ups (Social afternoons)

Every Friday 2-4pm

Bank House Café

Judith Howells 07906 840950 or Kath
Harper 07803 131757

Cherubs
(Toddler Group 0-4 year old)

Wed 9.30 – 11.30am

Village Hall, Wesley Close

Kerry Whatmore
07858 910086

Cub Scout pack
(ages 8-10½)

Thurs 5.30– 6.45pm

The Scout Hut, Barr’s Lane

Morris 07734 321904 morrisevans@hotmail.
co.uk or Kevin 07976 534517 payne.kevin@
gmail.com

Explorer Unit (ages 14-18)

Wednesday evening 6.308.00pm

The Scout Hut, Barr’s Lane

Clare 07932 089602
claremackenney@yahoo.o.uk

Gardeners

Outings, talks and social
events

Village Hall, Wesley Close

Penny Rose 561076

Green Group

Email for details

1stcharmouthguides@gmail.com

Julie Leah
charmouthgreen group@gmail.com

Guides

Email for information

Email for information

Debbie Thatcher

Knit and Natter group

Thursday 2 – 4pm

St. Andrew’s Community Hall

Jan Coleman 561625

Line Dancing

Mon and Tues afternoons from
2.00-3.15pm

Village Hall, Wesley Close

Andrea Harfield
01297 561083

Parish Council Meeting

4th Tuesday of every other
month 7.30pm

The Elms, The Street

Lisa Tuck 01297 560826

Rainbows (ages 5-7)

Wed 5.30 – 6.30pm
(term time only)

Community Hall, Lower Sea
Lane

Debbie Thatcher

Stitch and Knit

Tuesdays 10.30 – 12.30pm

Charmouth Community
Library, The Street

Pat Keogh 01297 489571

Scout Troop (ages 10½-14)

Thurs 6.45– 8.15pm

The Scout Hut, Barr’s Lane

Alex 07922 078093
turningstones@talk21.com

Charmouth Lawn Tennis Club

Kevin Clausner 07860 249443

Tennis Club

1stcharmouthguides@gmail.com

clerk@charmouthparishcouncil.gov.uk

1stcharmouthguides@gmail.com

www.charmouthtennisclub.org

Wyld Morris
dancing practice

Wed 7.15pm

Pine Hall,
Monkton Wyld Court

Briony Blair 01297 489546

With apologies for any errors or omissions. Please send any corrections to editor@shoreline-charmouth.co.uk
Some of these groups are on hold at the moment due to covid-19. Please contact their leaders for the latest information
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Shoreline Charmouth - Local Contacts
EMERGENCIES POLICE

Police, Fire, Ambulance or HM Coastguard

999 or 112

PCSO Amanda King 6090 for Community Police issues (ask by name)

101

Non urgent call number for reporting incidents / enquiries

101

Bridport Police Station, Tannery Road

101

FIRE and RESCUE

West Dorset Fire and Rescue Service — Group Manager

01305 252600

HM COASTGUARD

Sidmouth Road, Lyme Regis (Not 24 hours)

01297 442852

DOCTORS

The Charmouth Medical Practice, The Street, Charmouth

01297 560872

The Lyme Practice, Lyme Community Medical Centre, Lyme Regis

01297 445777

NHS Direct — 24-hour Healthcare Advice and Information Line

0845 4647

Dorset County Hospital, Williams Avenue, Dorchester

01305 251150

Bridport Community Hospital, Hospital Lane, Bridport

01308 422371

DENTISTS

Dorset Dental Helpline

01202 854443

PUBLIC TRANSPORT

National Rail Enquiries — Information on Timetables, Tickets and Train Running Times

08457 484950

National Traveline — Information on Bus and Bus/Rail Timetables and Tickets

08712 002233

Gas

0800 111999

Electricity (Western Power Distribution)

0800 365900

Water (Wessex Water)

08456 004600

Floodline

08459 881188

Pollution (Environment Agency)

0800 807060

Charmouth Pharmacy, Mr Yang, The Street, Charmouth

01297 560261

Boots the Chemist, 45 Broad Street, Lyme Regis

01297 442026

Lloyds Pharmacy, Lyme Community Care Centre, Uplyme Road, Lyme Regis

01297 442981

Charmouth County Primary, Lower Sea Lane, Charmouth

01297 560591

The Woodroffe School, Uplyme Road, Lyme Regis

01297 442232

CHURCHES

St Andrew’s Parish Church, The Street, Charmouth. Revd Chris Martin

01297 561065

CHARMOUTH HALLS

Village Hall, bookings Gill Savage

01297 560615

St Andrew’s Community Hall, bookings Faye In Abode

01297 560505

Youth Club Hall, bookings Polly Wild

07890 629117

Charmouth Library (up to 20) bookings Jill Lewis

07954038297

Charmouth

07736 825283

Chairman — Peter Noel

01297 561017

Clerk — Mrs L Tuck, The Elms, St Andrew’s Drive, Charmouth

01297 560826

Heritage Coast Centre, Lower Sea Lane, Charmouth

01297 560772

Beach Attendant, Charmouth Beach

01297 560626

Councillor — Daryl Turner – cllrdarylturner@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk

01297 443591

County Hall, Colliton Park, Dorchester — All services

01305 221000

HOSPITALS

EMERGENCY

CHEMISTS

SCHOOLS

BEFRIENDING
COUNCILS
CHARMOUTH PARISH

DORSET COUNCIL

DORSET’S PORTAL FOR COUNTY/DISTRICT/TOWN/PARISH COUNCILS AND OTHER AGENCIES www.dorsetforyou.com
LOCAL M.P.

Chris Loder, House of Commons, SW1A 0AA or e-mail chris.loder.mp@parliament.uk

0207 219 3912

CITIZENS’ ADVICE

St Michaels Business Centre, Lyme Regis (Wed 10am-3pm)

01297 445325

45 South Street, Bridport (Mon-Fri 10am-3pm)

01308 456594

POST OFFICES

37 Broad Street, Lyme Regis

01297 442836

LIBRARIES

The Street, Charmouth

01297 560640

Silver Street, Lyme Regis

01297 443151

South Street, Bridport

01308 422778

South Street, Axminster

01297 32693

Bridport Leisure Centre, Skilling Hill Road, Bridport

01308 427464

Flamingo Pool, Lyme Road, Axminster

01297 35800

Newlands Holiday Park, Charmouth

01297 560259

CINEMA

Electric Palace, 35 South Street, Bridport

01308 424901

THEATRES

Marine Theatre, Church Street, Lyme Regis

01297 442394

Arts Centre, South Street, Bridport

01308 424204

Guildhall, West Street, Axminster

01297 33595

Guildhall Cottage, Church Street, Lyme Regis

01297 442138

Bucky Doo Square, South Street, Bridport

01308 424901

SWIM / LEISURE

TOURIST INFORMATION
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S H O R E L I N E

Axminster Printing Co Ltd
Not just a Printing Company....

01297 32266

Established in 1969

S P R I N G

2 0 2 2

BYMEAD HOUSE
Nursing & Residential Home

PRINTING & DESIGN SERVICES
Leaflets, Posters, Booklets, Books, Labels, Tags, Menus, Banners, Magazines,
Canvas’s, Order of Services, Headings, Business Cards, Appointment Cards,
Compliment Slips, Headed Cards, Bookmarks, Invoice and Order Forms,
Delivery Forms, Folders, Vouchers, Loyalty Cards, Wedding and Business
Stationery, Plans, Prints (any Size up to A0) and so much More....

STATIONERS

• Stationery for School or College
• Postage and Packaging Supplies
• Filing Products
• Paper, Writing and Drawing Instruments
• Notebooks & Invoice Books

ARTS & CRAFTS SUPPLIES
We have a range of card making supplies from firms such as Hunky
Dory, Trimcraft and Crafts Too - from card blanks, card toppers,
glitters, printed papers, rubber stamps and stamping accessories.

Bymead House is a medium sized Nursing and Residential family
run home in the picturesque seaside village of Charmouth. Our
philosophy focuses on personal choice, individual freedom and
comprehensive care which is shared by all our staff and is reflected
in the home’s calm and friendly atmosphere. At Bymead quality
care and a home from home is truly embraced. We offer a highly
professional and exclusive care service for the elderly with a
personal touch.
Recently awarded GOOD following our CQC Inspection under the
new regulations.
For further details or to arrange a visit please contact the Registered
Manager Amy Blacklock on 01297 560620.
Bymead House, Axminister Road, Charmouth, DT6 6BS.

Website: www.axminsterprinting.co.uk Email: sales@axminsterprinting.co.uk
Address: Axminster Printing Co. Ltd. West Street, Axminster, Devon EX13 5NU

All the local news 24/7
lyme-online.co.uk

manager@bymead.co.uk
www.bymead.co.uk

A selection of eye treatments are now
available with Molly including:- Eyelash lift
& tint, eyelash tint, eyebrow shaping, tinting & waxing & eyebrow lamination.
For more information and pricing
call or pop in!

Soft Furnishings
curtains, blinds, loose covers, cushions

OUR OPENING HOURS ARE:
Jillian Hunt

Tuesday 9.00 - 5.30
Wednesday 9.00 - 5.00, Thursday 9.00 - 7.30
Friday 9.00 - 6.30, Saturday 8.30 - 1.30.

07792 287701
Jillian Hunt Seamstress
alterations to curtains and clothes

Shetland House, The Street, Charmouth

curtainscharmouth@gmail.com

01297 560221 Whatsapp 07852 505834

www.curtainscharmouth.co.uk

Find us on Instagram Lou.t_thesalon
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S H O R E L I N E

S P R I N G

2 0 2 2

About us!

Bumbles is a unique gift
shop located directly next
to Charmouth stores.
Selling a range of
beautiful gifts, candles,
jewellery, scarves, Italian
clothing and cards. Gift
vouchers available for
the perfect gift!

01297 560 304

bumblescharmouth@gmail.com

Follow us!

@bumblesofcharmouth

With flexible levels of service ranging from booking agent to full property
management, we pride ourselves on working in partnership with our owners
and tailoring our services to provide a professional, personal package to suit all
requirements. With a commitment to quality, our portfolio of over 300 properties
includes everything from modern seafront apartments to thatched rural cottages.

BOOKING AGENT WITH TARGETED MARKETING OF YOUR PROPERTY | HOUSEKEEPING | KEY HANDOUT
MAINTENANCE, INCLUDING 24 HOUR EMERGENCY COVER | LINEN PROVISION | WELCOME HAMPERS

Why not ask us for a free consultation and financial assessment.

lymebayholidays.co.uk | 01297 443363
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