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• The supply and fit of carpets, vinyls and luxury vinyl tiles 
to all areas of the home

• Professional and courteous fitters
• Furniture moved and old flooring lifted and disposed of

• Leading brands and manufacturers
• Made to measure blinds and curtains

• Always offering beautiful home accessories

THE STREET, CHARMOUTH.  01297 560505 

S H O R E L I N E  S U M M E R  2 0 2 2

Chilled Food

Freshly Baked Bread

Cigarettes and Tobacco

Frozen Food

Lottery

Cakes and Biscuits

Logs and Kindling Wood

Hot Pies and Pasties

Local Products

Contactless Payments

Independent

Greetings Cards

Bean-to-cup Coffee Machine
NEW - now includes decaff

Fresh Fruit and Vegetables

Confectionery

Soft Drinks

Spirits

Open until 9pm

Charcoal

Groceries

Chilled Wine, Beer and Cider

Seasonal Products

Friendly Staff

Batteries

Craft Beer 

Great Wine Selection

Cash Machine
NEW - now free to use

Local & National Ales

Scratchcards

Gluten Free Section

Medicines

Fresh Flowers

Ice Cream

Free Delivery Service

Part of the Nisa Family

Charmouth 
Stores

Hundreds of 
co-op lines 

in store

The Street •  Charmouth •  01297 560304

LOTS OF 
OFFERS

Friendly Café 
located in the 
centre of the 

Village serving 
breakfast,  

lunch, cakes & 
cream teas.

Friendly Café 
located in the 
centre of the 

Village serving 
breakfast,  

lunch, cakes & 
cream teas. 

01297 561600

At Fortnams we go the extra mile from 
start to finish, and as a bonus we now 
offer 360 degree online marketing  
tours with integrated floorplan all as 
part of our service.  

Contact us now for a no obligation free 
valuation to discuss 
your plans & update 
what YOUR home is 
now worth.

DEMAND FOR 
PROPERTIES 
OUTSTRIPPING SUPPLY 
IN CHARMOUTH & 
SURROUNDING AREAS

The property market has experienced an 
unprecedented rise in prices in recent 
months with excellent local sales for us 
here at FSB. This remains buoyant with 
many properties achieving higher than asking price due to 
very high demand for our coastline community.

Coastal & Countryside specialists for W.Dorset & E.Devon 
offering Estate Agency Services for the last 40 years!

The Charmouth Team Teresa, Sam, Beki and Judy

We would like to introduce to you Samantha Martin - our new additional experienced 
negotiator who has joined our team this year!
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Editorial 

THE SHORELINE TEAM 2022

Roger Sansom 

Editor, Design and Layout

Liz Sansom 

Assistant Editor, Treasurer

Vacancy 

Advertising Manager

Vacancy 

Features and interviews

editor@shoreline-charmouth.co.uk
The Editor, Shoreline,  

Bracoden, Lower Sea Lane,  
Charmouth, DT6 6LR

Shoreline, winner of  the Dorset People’s 
Project Award 2014

Charmouth’s Ukrainian Link
Page 5

Boleyn to Bullen
Page 6

Story of a Fossil
Page 32

Shoreline Creatures
Page 29

Street Party
Page 20/21

Beware the Tide
Page xx

CLHS Jubilee Exhibition
Page 15

Beware the Tide
Page 31

Knit and Natter
Page 22

Ramblings
Page 17

Revenge of the Butterflies

I knew I shouldn’t have blamed those 
butterflies for a 
possible delay in 
publication of  issue 
44! (See editorial in 
issue 45)

Two days before issue 
45 was delivered from 
the printers and 5 days 
before publication, 
Liz and I both tested 
positive for Covid-19, 
thereby disrupting our distribution plans 
since we didn’t test negative for 14 days.

We are grateful to our friend and 
neighbour, Mary Saunders, who 
immediately stepped in and became our 
‘emergency distribution agent’ and, once 
again, our readers were unaware of  our 
second near miss!

On a more serious note, readers may 
have noticed a move towards more colour 
pages as our efforts have progressed. It 
has always been our ambition to publish 
a full-colour issue but so far the cost has 
limited our scope. 

As we get more experience and our loyal 
advertisers continue to offer support, we 
have been able to cautiously use some 
of  the reserves we inherited from the 
previous team to gradually increase the 
colour pages. 

This issue, which is the Jubilee special, 
was a reason and an opportunity to go 
full-colour but, as it is a summer issue, we 
also had to pay for an extended print run. 

However, when we approached the 
Charmouth Traders they generously 
contributed sufficient funds to produce 
the extra 1000 copies usual for a summer 

issue. We are grateful for this, particularly 
since it was our personal decision to go 
full-colour rather than being constrained 
by the advertising income.

For the future we estimate that the 1000 
print run issues could be produced in 
full-colour with just a few more colour 
advertisements. 

So, to end with some simple maths!

More advertising + more subscribers 
= more colour

We hope you enjoy reading this issue.

Roger and Liz

Woodstone Fossil
Page 25

50s Fashions 
Page 24

Parallel Lines
Page 26

We would also like to record our thanks 
to Ros Cole who, for each of  the 4 issues 
we have produced to date, has done a 
great and timely job of  proofreading the 
magazine for us.

Cover photograph by: Jacob King/PA Wire/PA Images
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Parish Council News
Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Celebrations – The Parish Council 
took part in the National Beacon Lighting event. Geoff  Davis, 
whom many of  you will know, played the specially written bugle 
call “Majesty” prior to the lighting and the whole event was really 
well attended and received.

Queen’s Green Canopy – The Parish Council organised several 
tree planting sessions as part of  the Queen’s Green Canopy 
project. Volunteers attended and planted trees at the Playing 
Field and Foreshore. These have been registered on the official 
online site as part of  the initiative.

Parish Councillors - The Council currently only has 7 
Councillors of  the 11 possible spaces. The current Councillors 
are a dedicated team and committed to making improvements 
that benefit parishioners. The Parish Council is a formal, 
legislated body in the third tier of  Local Government and 
therefore is a bit more restricted than informal organisations. 
Please don’t let this put you off, things may take more time to 
implement but it is still possible to make changes for the good of  
the village. 
 
If  you are interested in finding out more about what being a 
Parish Councillor entails and would like to shape Charmouth for 
the future, please contact the Clerk, Lisa Tuck for an  
informal chat or visit our website to browse what we do 
www.charmouthparishcouncil.gov.uk. We really look forward to 
hearing from you!

Seasonal Beach Assistant - The Parish Council has once 
again, with financial help from Dorset Council, been able to 
appoint a Seasonal Beach Assistant to cover Thursday-Monday 
evenings at the Foreshore during the main holiday season.

Charmouth Parish Council

GOOD FOR CHARMOUTH 
From Charmouth Parish Council’s 

Environment Group

SOUTH WEST IN BLOOM 
Charmouth has been entered for this year! The competition, run 
by the Royal Horticulture Society, is one of  eighteen regional/
national competitions that make up Britain in Bloom.

As it is our first year there is much to 
learn. We have entered the Pennant 
Class and will be mentored by a local 
Britain in Bloom judge who will guide 
us through the process. We hope to 
establish a benchmark from which to 
grow and improve in future years.

The Judges will be keen to see 
the many environmentally friendly 

improvements the Parish Council are making – these include 
assessing mowing and strimming regimes to leave wilder areas 
where appropriate, aiming to stop the use of  herbicides in 
weed removal, a compost area in the Playing field. They will be 
shown the village planting projects which are the Queen’s Green  
Canopy trees at the playing field and cemetery, the Foreshore 
hedging around the reed bed at the beach and west green area, 
perennial planting in the street planters and the photographs 
of  the crocuses donated by the Rotary Club, that flowered 
beautifully this spring.

A large part of  the Britain in Bloom campaign is looking at how 
local communities manage their environments now and for the 
future. Charmouth has many concerned individuals who are 
keen to keep our village looking attractive and are establishing 
environmentally friendly projects and improvements. We have 
invited groups in the village to take part in this exciting project so 
we can all work together in years to come. If  you would like to be 
directly involved and we have not contacted you, please contact 
the Parish Council (clerk@charmouthparishcouncil.gov.uk).

BIG GREEN WEEK
24 September to 2 October

The event, which will be discussed for approval at the next 
Committee meeting, will be aimed to showcase community 
action projects to tackle Climate Change and protect our 
Environment. Please look out for posters and notifications of  this 
and other events happening during this week.

COMMUNITY GARDEN
Could Charmouth have a community garden?  We are starting 
to explore this idea and we know it is popular as residents 
of  Charmouth suggested it during the Neighbourhood Plan 
preparation.

We see it as a place to grow vegetables, fruit and flowers and 
for people to meet up, be together, feel relaxed and be active 
outdoors …… and all while doing something worthwhile and 
enjoyable. Collating ideas from everyone who is interested will 
be an important part of  the planning and setting up process.

More information www.rhs.org.uk/get- involved/community-
gardening

Environment Group Charmouth Parish Council 
www.charmouthparishcouncil.gov.uk
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Letters
Keep CALM and carry on

This is a thank you to the people and businesses in 
Charmouth and Broadwindsor along with many in 
Kent.

Our son Patrick (Paddy) took his own life in 2019. We wanted to 
do something in memory of  our son - a man who stood tall and 
helped everyone he could.

The pandemic hindered our plans, but in May 2022 we managed 
to go ahead with Patrick’s Memorial Football match held in Kent. 

The response was enormous. 
It showed how much Patrick 
was loved and respected by 
so many people. The match 
between the two teams Patrick 
played for ended with a raffle 
and an auction afterwards. 

The day raised over £9000 
pounds it was an amazing 
amount of  money. The response 
was overwhelming - seeing 
how much our son meant to so 
many people.

We have lived in Charmouth 
for 6 years and, although people didn’t know Patrick, they 
contributed and supported us. 

A special thanks to: 

Nisa (Alan and Maria Tritton)   
The Pharmacy (Guang Yang)
Morgans (David and Susie Leach) 
Broadwindsor Centre (Sarah and Colin Williams)
Earth Design, who all donated raffle prizes. 

Also many thanks are due to the people in Charmouth who 
donated raffle prizes.

The money has gone to CALM (Campaign Against Living 
Miserably) and Dads Unlimited. Dads Unlimited is a local 
charity in Kent and their money will enable them to carry on the 
amazing work they are doing for  mental health.

Thank you so much.

Paddy and Sheila Sullivan

The Campaign Against Living Miserably (CALM) aims to unite 
the UK against suicide and other mental health issues.

For more information about CALM please visit their website at:

https://www.thecalmzone.net/

Paddy is a valued member of  the Charmouth Changing Spaces 
team and was one of  eight very talented local artists who took 
part in the Jubilee Art Exhibition.∩

Charmouth’s Link with Ukraine

Neil Mattingly is well-known to readers of Shoreline 
as being Charmouth’s brilliant historian, 
frequently contributing in-depth articles about 

Charmouth’s rich history. 

What is less well-known 
is that his daughter-in-
law, Daria, is a Ukrainian 
from Kyiv and who is 
deeply and personally 
involved in fund raising 
for humanitarian aid and 
supplies, desperately 
needed in war-torn 
Ukraine.

Dr Daria Mattingly has 
a Ph.D from Cambridge 
University and currently 
lives in Bradford on Avon. 

She has friends and 
family all over Ukraine 
and in Kyiv and knows 
what they need and how 
to get it to them. 

Daria and family 

The Ukrainian Territorial Army who are civilians recently 
pressed into military service need the most support. Their 
urgent requirement at present is for vehicles for medical 
evacuation.

Daria, her husband Paul, and two other friends have 
recently driven two 4x4 vehicles loaded with aid to Ukraine 
where they are already being used to transport personnel 
and the injured.

Many Shoreline readers may wish to show support to the 
Ukrainian people but not sure how best to do this. One of  
Daria’s friends, Matthew Bates, has set up a crowd funding 
site to enable donations to be easily made online at the 
following link: 

https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/matthew-bates-1

Alternatively, donations can be sent or delivered to The 
Editor, Shoreline, Bracoden, Lower Sea Lane, Charmouth 
DT6 6LR and we will forward them to Daria.

‘Fallen Angel’ by
Paddy Sullivan
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From Anne Boleyn to Jane Bullen

The name Bullen is very unusual and you 
would be right in thinking that it sounds 
very similar to that of Boleyn. For the 

family of Ann Boleyn were originally known as 
Bullen. 

Ann Boleyn 

Their descendants came to live in Charmouth at 
the beginning of the 19th Century, when Simeon 
purchased the village’s finest house - The Old 
Manor in 1803, opposite the Church. They were 
to be the dominant family for nearly two centuries 
with their wealth and influence, although today 
there are no lanes or buildings named after them. 
Their family history is fascinating and 
encompasses a number of key events in the 
country’s past. 
The Bullens of Dorset trace their ancestry from 
Simon Bullen of Salle, in Norfolk, who, in the 
thirteenth century, married the heiress of Robert 
Malet from him descended Jeffrey Bullen, Lord 
Mayor of London (1456), the father of Thomas, 
Earl of Wiltshire, and grandfather of Lord Rochford 
and Queen Ann Boleyn. From William, a brother of 
the Lord Mayor, branches of the family spread to 
Lincoln and to Ireland; of the latter family, Jeffrey 
Bullen, Governor of Kinsale, under the Earl of 
Essex, claimed kinship with Queen Elizabeth.
It was William Bullen of Cathanger in Fifield, 
Somerset, who held an estate under the Wyndham 
family in the 17th Century. He was kinsman of 
Bullen Reymes, brother in law of Wyndham. It was 
Bullen Reymes and William Ellesdon of Charmouth 
who helped Lord Berkely escape after the Battle 
of Worcester, which led Wyndham to come to 
Ellesdon to arrange the escape of King Charles II 
from Charmouth in 1651. Unfortunately it had to be 
abandoned after Stephen Limbry, whose boat was 
to take the King across to France was locked up by 
his wife and arrived too late to assist. 

Bullen Family Tree 

Simeon Bullen (1747-1822) 
I have attempted to create a family tree for the 
Bullen Family from all the information I have 
gathered to make sense of their connections with 
Charmouth over two centuries. It has been difficult 
as two members emigrated early to America. 
The key figures were Simeon and his son John, 
who both lived at The OId Manor House. Simeon 
was born in 1747 in the village of Seavington 
St. Mary, near Ilminster in Somerset to Richard 
and Elizabeth Bullen. He was one of at least 
four children they were to have. His father was a 
wealthy Yeoman who was to live on until 1786 in 
the village. One of his brothers, John was to make 
his fortune in Weymouth as a Naval Surgeon. 
He was to marry Ruth Liddell from a wealthy 
Newcastle family and have two successful sons. 
Richard Bullen who was born in Newcastle in 
1779, and educated at Wadham College, Oxford, 
served as captain in the 2nd Royal North British 
Regiment of Dragoons — the Scots Greys. 

Admiral Charles Bullen

His brother, Charles was to become famous as 
an Admiral in the Royal Navy. He served with 
Horatio Nelson on HMS Britannia at the Battle of 
Trafalgar in 1805 and went on to be knighted and 
receive many honours. He would have known his 
uncle, Simeon and family well and at one time 
lived nearby at Burton Bradstock, before retiring to 
Weymouth. 

Simeon Bullen was to become very wealthy 
accruing a number of farms and properties in 
Dorset. In 1775 he was 28 when he married 
Elizabeth, the daughter of William Fitzherbert of 
Chideock. The Land Tax Rates for that time show 
him living there with his wife and her parents who 
were major land owners. He was to purchase a 
considerable number of farms in Stoke Abbott, 
Whitchurch Canonicorum and Catherston. Later 
he purchased the Manor of Marshwood from Lord 
Paulett including its ancient Manor House and a 
number of farms. During the years that he spent in 
Chideock he and his wife were to have their sons 
baptised at the church: William in 1776, Simeon in 
1778 and John in 1780.

In June 1803 he purchased the Old Manor House 
in Charmouth at an Auction held at the Coach 
and Horses opposite after seeing it advertised 
in the local newspaper. The building which still 
stands, although refronted, had for centuries been 
the house where the Lord of the Manor would 
have lived. In a detailed survey of the estate in 
Charmouth for 1783 it is described as the 

Manor House Auction in 1803 

“Mansion House with its 3 rods and 25 
perches of gardens”. The Estate had been 
auctioned in 1788 and was virtually split in two 
with the grounds to the north of The Street being 
described as Backlands, being bought by the 
Village’s Curate, Brian Combe and those to the 
south known as Sealands by Lieutenant James 
Warden, who was to briefly live there until his 
death in a Duel in 1792. The Manor House was 
then bought by Robert Davey, a local builder who 
is shown paying 7s 4d land tax on it in the following 
year. There is a gravestone in the church showing 
recording his death in 1803 aged 59 years.

The land tax for the following year show that 
Simeon Bullen is the new owner of the Manor and 
his family were to occupy it for the next 80 years. 

We are very fortunate that both Simeon and 
his son, John’s wills have survived. They are 
extremely comprehensive and give us an insight 
into their lives. Simeon’s will reveals him owning a 
large number of farms and buildings in surrounding 
villages which he leaves mainly to his son, John. 
He was to leave his large Estate at Marshwood to 
his eldest son, William Fitzherbert Bullen. Sadly 
he was to predecease his father and it was to be 
inherited by his own son, John Tatchell Bullen 
in 1822, who was to take on the title of Lord of 
the Manor of Marshwood. It is fascinating to see 
that after various bequests to his many nephews, 
nieces and friends that the largest is to his son, 
Simeon. He was to be left £5,000 - a considerable 
amount in those days. What is more interesting is 
that he had emigrated to Canada before the death 
of his father and was living in Delaware in Ontario, 
Canada. It was there that he married Elizabeth 
“Eliza” Tiffany on 24 December 1834. They had six 
children in 15 years. He was to become a wealthy 
land owner, never returning to England and died 
on 30 April 1855, having lived a long life of 77 
years. It is difficult to fathom out why he left this 
country and is a question still to be answered. It is 
his younger brother, John who inherits most of the 
father’s estate.

St. Andrew’s Church has an impressive marble 
memorial to Simeon and his wife by the Pulpit 
which reads:

From Anne Boleyn to Jane Bullen
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Simeon Bullen Memorial 

“In memory of SIMEON BULLEN, esq, 
for many years a respected inhabitant of 
this parish who died March 1,1822, aged 
75 years; Also of ELIZABETH, wife of the 
above, and only daughter of WILLIAM 
FITZHERBERT, esq, of Chideock in this 
county,/who died Feb.21,1819,aged 81 
years. Their remains are deposited in a 
vault in the chancel of Chideock church”.  
There is also a marble memorial to Simeon and 
his wife Elizabeth in St. Giles Church in Chideock 
where they were buried by her parents: William 
and Ann Fitzherbert.

John Fitzherbert Bullen (1780 – 1852) 
On the death of Simeon Bullen in 1822, his 
Manor House and most of his extensive Estate 
in surrounding villages passed to his son, John. 
He would have been aged 42 at the time and 
appeared to have never married. He had been well 
educated and trained as a Solicitor with a practice 
at no. 3 New Inn, Wych Street, Strand in London. 
It was he who chose to divide the large Manor 
House into two parts. When he was residing in 
Charmouth he would be in the western section and 
a relation in the other. It had earlier been his niece, 
Eliza Fitzherbert Bullen Symes, whose husband, 
Jonathan had left her and emigrated to America 
and later his nephew, Captain Charles Bullen.

Whale on Charmouth Beach

In 1840 he appears in a newspaper report on 
the appearance of a huge Whale on Charmouth 
Beach. As Lord of the Manor of Whitchurch and 
Marshwood, the beach belonged to him and it was 
cut up and hauled to his house where it proved 
to be very popular as a tourist attraction until the 
smell from the rotten flesh became too much. The 
1851 Census shows him aged 76, as a retired 
Solicitor, with his niece, Mary Ann, aged 44 and his 
nephew, John aged 14 staying with him. Charles, 
then a Lieutenant in the Royal Navy and his wife 
Mary live in the other part. 

Although already very wealthy from the inheritance 
from his father, he was to purchase many more 
local farms during his long life time. This was 
clearly shown in his extensive Will of 1852,which 
details all his properties and wealth. He left the 
Manor of Marshwood to his nephew John Bullen 
Tatchell for his life and then to his son of the same 
name. Other members of his family received 
some of his farms in Marshwood and Whitchurch 
Canonicorum which included Befferlands, 
Lougharris and Cookney. There were also farms at 
Laverstock and Stoke Abbot. He appears to have 
had three houses opposite the Inn in Charmouth, 
which were left to his three nieces, Mary Ann, 
Emma and Matilda Bullen. The Manor House 
where he was living at the time of his death was 
divided into three with his nephew, Charles having 
the middle section, his nephew Simeon John 
Fitzherbert Bullen for his life and the western end 
to his great nephew John Bullen Symes. He also 
left substantial cash bequests totalling £2000 to 
relations and friends as well as £350 to Taunton 
Hospital. The Poor of Charmouth and Marshwood 
were to receive £500 for a fund to distribute 
blankets and warm clothing each year. 

The most amazing entry is that to his nephews 
who would have to change their name to Bullen if 
they wished to receive their inheritances or receive 
nothing if they don’t. In this way as he never 
married he was able to perpetuate the surname 
of Bullen. Although John died at the Manor in 
Charmouth, he was in fact buried with his parents 
at St. Giles Church in Chideock where there is 
a marble memorial to him. He is recorded at St. 
Andrew’s in Charmouth on his parents marble 
memorial and also a plaque on the organ which he 
donated to the church in 1846.

Plaque on Organ given by John Bullen in 1846 

Captain Charles Bullen (1810-1885) 
The next member of the Bullen family to feature in 
the History of Charmouth was Charles, who was to 
live most of his life at the Manor House when not 
at sea.

He was born in 1810 at Laverstock House, 
near Crewkerne in Dorset to William and Mary 
Fitzherbert Bullen. He would no doubt have 
known his Grandfather, Simeon who was living at 
Chamouth Manor until his death in 1822. This was 
the same year his father was to die aged just 46 
and his brother, John Tatchell Bullen was to inherit 
his father`s considerable estate at Marshwood. 
He no doubt was inspired by his famous Uncle, 
Sir John Bullen (1769-1853) who he would have 
known very well. He rose through the ranks to 
Captain and in 1848 married Mary Ann Baker 
from Langton Court in Monmouthshire. The young 
couple moved to Charmouth and lived in part of 
the Manor House with his uncle John, who by then 
was retired from his work as a Solicitor in London.

The 1881 Census has Charles now a Commander 
and local Justice of the Peace. He dies in 1884, 
aged 75 – and his wife shortly afterwards. They 
were to have no children and his Will leaves his 
Estate to his nephew, John Symes Bullen. 

The local newspaper has the following obituary 
to him: “Commander Charles Bullen, R.N. 
Retired, Justice of the Peace for the 
County of Dorset died on the 2nd March 
at Charmouth. He was promoted for his 
services on the coast of Syrian and at the 
bombardment of St. Jean D’ Acre (Syrian 
and Turkish Medals clasp for Acre). The 
gallant officer also served during the 
China War. His remains were interred in 
a new vault built at the east end of the 
Parish Church. The shops were closed 
during the ceremony and the clergy of 
the neighbouring villages, tradesmen 
and some of his tenants of the decease 
attended the service”.

There is a memorial plate in St. Andrews Church 
which reads as follows: 
In memory of CHARLES BULLEN, 
Captain in the Royal Navy a Justice of the 
Peace for Dorset and MARY ANNE 
(BAKER) his wife. They resided for many 
years at the Manor House in this parish, 
and died at a ripe old age, honoured and 
beloved by all their neighbours. The 
remains are interred in the Churchyard 
adjoining Christmas, 1885. 

Charles Bullen Tomb

His grave is a very prominent sarcophagus tomb at 
the rear of the church with the Bullen Coat of Arms 
carved into its stone top. It records both his and his 
wife’s lives.

Pulpit

The present impressive Pulpit was installed at St. 
Andrew’s shortly after his death. 
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Eliza Fitzherbert Bullen Symes (1805-
1881)

Eliza Symes Grave

Whilst looking at the memorials to the rear of St. 
Andrew’s Church I was excited to see a large 
stone cross with an inscription below it which 
reads: In memory of Eliza Fitzherbert Symes, 
wife of J. Wyatt Symes Esquire, who fell asleep 
February 20th 1881, aged 76 years. This answered 
immediately some of the questions that have 
arisen since researching the Bullens. She was in 
fact the granddaughter of Simeon and niece of 
John Bullen who lived at the Manor House and 
it was her son, John who was to continue the 
families link with the village. She had married 
Jonathan Symes, who ran the Albion Brewery in 
Bath and it was there that they were to have two 
children: Mary Ann in 1844 and John in 1847. For 
some unknown reason he left them and emigrated 
to the United States where he set up a Root Beer 
Business in Sonora, California. In 1855 she is 
listed as Mrs Bullen Symes in the Directory and is 
living in the village. The 1841 Tithe Map had her 
as the owner of the house known today as Monks 
Rest which she was renting to William Roberts in 
that year. She may well have been living there. 
Though by 1861 she was with her brother Captain 
Bullen in a part of the Manor. By then she was 
aged 54 with her daughter, Mary Ann aged 17.

It is interesting to see that her husband, Jonathan 
Wyatt Symes never remarried and when he died 
on the 20th March 1881 it was just 4 weeks after 
Eliza had died the other side of the world. They 
both left an estate of just under £3000 to their 
children Mary Ann Nicholls of Newcastle and John 
Bullen Symes of Charmouth.

Colonel John Bullen Symes Bullen - 
Senior (1847-1936)

It is the famous Charmouth Historian, Reginald 
Pavey who describes this gentleman as “The 
Squire” It was very apt as during his long life he 
was to inherit substantial estates in the area and 
with this wealth build a fine mansion that still 
stands in the neighbouring village of Catherston.

John’s early life was far from what he was to attain 
during his 90 years on this earth. For not long 
after he was born in Bath in 1847, his father left 
his Mother and sister and emigrated to California, 
never to return. He was to spend most of his 
childhood in Charmouth where his Uncle Charles 
occupied the other part of their House – The Old 
Manor. He would have just known his great uncle 
– the wealthy John Bullen. It was he who was to 
leave much of his vast estate to him on his death 

in 1852 as long his parents changed his surname 
to Bullen, which is why his name is so unusual. 
It wasn’t until 1868 by Royal License that this 
was achieved on his 21st Birthday and he was to 
come into his inheritance. He went to Sherborne 
School and later joined the 16th Queens Lancers 
and served in India for many years and later 
transferred to the 15th Kings Hussars and in 1893 
was promoted to Colonel.

Colonel Bullen beating the Bounds outside the George Inn

In 1884 he married the rich heiress, Mary 
Blanche Townend Hall. They were to have a son 
and sadly both died two years later. She was to 
leave her husband £66,000 and a fine collection 
of old Masters that she had inherited from 
her grandfather, the famous collector Thomas 
Townend Hall. He remarried Frances Mary Perry, 
22 years his junior in 1891 and they were to have 
six children(3 boys, 3 girls).

Colonel Bullen and family outside the Manor House 

They were to be bought up in the fine Manor 
House and Estate at nearby Catherston which 
he had bought in 1889 from the Trustees of the 
Hillyard family who had previously owned it. He 
still retained the Manor House at Charmouth until 
his death and it was where his manager John 
Gillingham lived and he also bought the Old Mill 
there. The 1901 Census shows him aged 54 as a 
retired Colonel living with his wife, Frances aged 
32 and their children with a number of servants at 
the Manor. He was to become Deputy Lieutenant 
of Dorset, at one time Sheriff of the county and 
served as Justice of the Peace for many years. 
He hunted regularly and followed more than 40 
packs including the Cattistock, Blackmore and 
Conley Vale locally. On his retirement he took up 
permanent residence of Catherston Lewston and 
became Lord of the Manor of Marshwood and 
Lord Paramount of the Hundred of Whitchurch 
Canonicorum.

It was Colonel John who was to virtually rebuild the 
ancient building with a more contemporary front. 
He re-erected the late 16th Century stone porch at 
the east end of the property. In 1895 he built the 
“matching” stable-block a hundred yards to the 
east. 

Over the pulpit in Catherston Church is a brass 
plaque to Colonel John Symes Bullen 1847-1936 
who restored the manor; it was placed in his 
memory by his wife.

Colonel John Bullen Symes Fitzherbert 
Bullen – Junior (1897-1966)

Colonel Bullen 

It is rather confusing distinguishing the father from 
the son as both had exactly the same unusual 
surname. It was the son who was to inherit the 
estate on the death of his father in 1936. He was 
born in Dublin in 1897 and the 1901 Census for 
Catherston show him aged 4 living there with his 
parents at the Manor, which was where he was 
to reside for most of his life. At the age of 17 he 
sailed to New York to visit his brother, Henry who 
was living in Wyoming. He went on to serve as a 
Lieutenant with the Royal Field Artillery from 1914 
until 1920. He later married Anne Harris St. John in 
1933 at Beaminster. 

Their first son, Anthony was born in 1934. With 
five farms making up the 1000 acre estate, two of 
which were farmed by Colonel Bullen, it left plenty 
of grazing near the house, as well as Stonebarrow 
(now owned by The National Trust) overlooking 
Lyme Regis Bay, for the stud grazing and, with 
two dairy herds and sheep, it was ideal for cross 
grazing.

With a total of six children, Anthony, Michael, 
Charlie, Jennie, Jane and Sarah. All were to 
become brilliant high achieving riders, winners of 
innumerable international awards.

His wife, Anne Bullen was a brilliant artist, who 
used her talents to illustrate numerous children’s 
books including Ponycraft, which showed her 
genuine understanding of horses. In the twentieth 
century, it became the focal point of the Catherston 
Stud which was started in 1929 to breed, train and 
sell ‘top class children’s ponies’.

In 1954 the three daughters of Colonel Bullen were 
at the Royal Agricultural Show to give the Queen a 
four year old Dartmoor pony for Prince Charles. 

Eventually, the Stud moved to Brockenhurst in 
the New Forest, where it was run by Jane‘s sister 
Jennie (Mrs Loriston-Clarke), it continued to be 
called the Catherston Stud. In 1968, Jane Bullen 
was a member of the British Equestrian Team (with 
Captain Mark Phillips) which won a Gold medal at 
the Mexico Olympics. 

In 1959 the Bullens sold the Manor and Estate of 
nearly 1000 acres. The Manor was divided into 
seven houses, and the Stables into six flats; ten 
houses were built in Lower Catherston Road and 
Manor Drive; and the surrounding acres were 
sold to two farming families, the Loosmores of 
Charmouth and the Whites of Catherston.

John was to die in 1966 aged 70. His wife, 
Anne had died in 1963 and both are buried in 
the Churchyard at St. Lawrences. Their time in 
Charmouth and Catherston is still remembered 
with their famous Stud which continues to this day. 

 Neil Mattingly        www.freshford.com
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View from the Bench

When will we learn? The late great Edwin Starr was one of  
many who wrote (in 1970): 

War, huh, yeah
What is it good for
Absolutely nothing
…
Oh, war, I despise
‘Cause it means destruction of innocent lives

War means tears to thousands of mothers’ eyes
When their sons go to fight
And lose their lives
…
Oh, war it’s an enemy to all mankind
The point of war blows my mind
War has caused unrest
Within the younger generation
Induction then destruction
…
(War) it ain’t nothing but a heart breaker
(War) it’s got one friend that’s the undertaker
Oh, war, has shattered many a young man’s dreams
Made him disabled, bitter and mean
Life is much too short and precious
To spend fighting wars these days
War can’t give life
It can only take it away
…
Oh, war, huh good god why’all
What is it good for you tell me
Say it, say it, say it, say it

(War) huh good god why’all
What is it good for
Stand up and shout it nothing

We may be able to do little or nothing to stop politicians waging 
war in our names, but we can do so much to alleviate its 
consequences.

Great Britain generally, and Dorset in particular, have a 
questionable record in helping resettle those displaced and 
affected. My family history includes British refusal to admit my 
refugee grandparents into the UK in 1939 when they fled from the 
dictator that was Hitler. For Hitler 50 years later, we have Putin. The 
Prime minister talks a good talk when he says we will welcome 
up to 200,000 Ukrainian refugees. According to the BBC, 60,000 
have arrived in the UK.1 Is that walking a good walk?

By 26th May 2022, the Dorset Echo reported2 that just 293 
Ukrainian refugees had arrived in Dorset under one or other of  
the Government sponsorship schemes. Shame on them. Could 
and should we do more than donate cash and invite them into 
our homes?

My grandparents did not want bureaucratic government schemes 
to regulate through visas, sponsorship schemes, and charity 
of  the population offering to share their homes to provide 
government with a cut price subsidy for discharging their human 
responsibilities. 

They wanted the chance to arrive, work, pay their taxes and 
support their families in a famously tolerant society. They, and 
our Ukrainian aspirants, are the victims of  war, the “enemy to all 
mankind”. Let’s make our politicians stop their sound bite rhetoric 
and lip service policies, and replace them with commitment and 
action to allow blameless refugees the chance my grandparents 
wanted, and as was taken here in beautiful West Dorset by those 
skilled and hard working immigrants, who alongside their local 
British colleagues, built for us our wonderful new home here in 
Charmouth. They have settled and integrated in this beautiful area, 
embracing our values and enriching our lives and community, as 
did my grandparents, my parents, and I, when eventually allowed 
to settle here.

Allan Gore

References: 
1  28th May 2022 at https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-61548979
2  https://www.dorsetecho.co.uk/news/20165127

‘Royal Knitting’ Display 
in Dorset Libraries

Earlier this year we started our ‘Royal Knitting’ Project, inviting people 
to knit and craft items to celebrate HM The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee, 
publicising it across Dorset and 
BCP. We have done similar 
projects before, but this one 
was special as HM The Queen 
is Royal Voluntary Service’s 
patron. We have had some 
beautiful items coming in, made 
and donated by RVS volunteers 
and clients, and people out in the 
community who have this special 
talent and wanted to be part of this celebration. We would like to thank 
everybody who has so kindly and generously contributed to our project.
We are currently setting up our display at Dorchester Library & Learning 
Centre, and it will then ‘tour’ a number of Dorset Libraries before the 

items will be sold to raise money 
for Royal Voluntary Service in 
Dorset and BCP. We are hoping 
to promote the Home Library 
Service at the same time, which 
is provided by Dorset and BCP 
Library Services and delivered by 
RVS volunteers free of charge to 
anybody who cannot easily get 
to the library; books and talking 
books are chosen for each 
person individually according to 

their personal preferences and delivered every 3 weeks, combining the 
provision of new and interesting reading materials with a regular visit by 
a trusted volunteer.
For more information on ‘Royal Knitting’ or the Home Library Service, 
please contact Maria Jacobson, RVS Service Manager Dorset and BCP 
Home Library Service, on 01305 236666 or e-mail maria.jacobson@
royalvoluntaryservice.org.uk. 

The ‘Royal Knitting’ display will be visiting  
Lyme Regis Library from 7th to 19th November 2022
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News from St. Andrew’s Church

Changing Spaces

Restoration & Renewal - Summer Update

Music in the church came back strongly after the 
pandemic, with a programme of Lunchtime Concerts 
held on the last Tuesday of the month (from May to 

October) together with a new innovation, a trial Sunday 
afternoon piano recital. Joyce Clark delighted an audience 
of around 40 with a one hour piano recital on May 29th. 

Joyce will be returning 
with the Beacon Trio for 
a Lunchtime Concert 
on 26th July as we go to 
press.

The Jurassix shanty 
singers entertained 
more than 60 members 
of  the audience for 
the May Lunchtime 
Concert, whilst the 
June Lunchtime 
Concert presented a 
Saxophone and Piano 
Duo.

Over the Jubilee weekend, from 2nd to 5th June, an Art Exhibition 
was staged in the church with a special preview evening on the 
first day. 

Eight local artists displayed their paintings and Chris East 
showed some of  his collection of  fossils. This was very popular, 
with approximately 120 people visiting during the preview. 
Almost £600 was raised for Charmouth Changing Spaces funds.

A welcome return to the Free eXchange café was attended by 
many people in the church on June 18th. 

Joyce Clark

It’s lovely that things are beginning to return to some 
sense of normality again after two long and difficult 
years. This has enabled the church to be in more regular 

use again and not just for Sundays. The Free Exchange 
café made a welcome return in 
June and the six month season of 
lunchtime concerts has started back 
too, on the last Tuesday of each 
month. 

The art and fossil exhibition over Jubilee 
weekend was absolutely fabulous. We 
gave thanks for the service of  Her 
Majesty Queen Elizabeth at a special 
service on 5th June, which also provided 
a fitting occasion to dedicate the new 
bell system. As well as the sound of  the 
bells, the sound of  champagne corks 
popping was also heard!

It’s also very pleasing to report the 
progress being made regarding the work necessary to restore, 
re-order and renew the church building. By the time you 
read this, work may well have begun on restoring the outside 
of  the building (Phase 2a), thus enabling the conversation 

about how to sensibly renew the inside of  it to gather even 
further momentum. We are so fortunate to have the care and 
commitment of  John Smith, the Project Manager, and the 
Changing Spaces Team. Three cheers for them all! Hip, hip…..

The church building is an important 
place and not just for the events referred 
to above; it’s where important milestones 
are celebrated (like birth and marriage) 
and where we remember before God 
those we have loved and lost. It’s a 
place where, week by week, prayers are 
offered for this community and the wider 
world. It’s a place that reminds us that 
we are not alone, that there is something 
greater than ourselves, which came 
before us and will remain after us. The 
church is a sacred space, offering the 
opportunity for prayer, for silence and 
contemplation, a place to rest, reflect and 
remember. It belongs to the whole village, 

and we hope the plans we have for it will enable it to continue to 
be all these things and much, much more besides.

Revd Chris Martin

Since my spring update, I can report some very positive 
news!!!! 

Firstly, the Diocese of  Salisbury has approved our Faculty 
application so we now have permission to proceed with 
phase 2a of  our project and get the external repairs to church 
underway.  The goal being to have the work completed in time for 
this coming winter!! 

Secondly, after an extensive tendering and due diligence 

process, the church has selected a very experienced local 
conservation contractor to undertake these works. The church 
team are looking forward to welcoming the team to St Andrew’s 
to help address a number of  issues with the fabric of  the church.

Looking ahead, the team are starting to look at the needs for 
phase 2b which include reordering the interior space & renewing 
its facilities to make it a comfortable and inviting ‘hub’ for the 
community of  Charmouth. 

John R Smith - Project Manager 

Free eXchange café
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Wedding Bells

Jonathan and Anne’s wedding - 14th May 2022

Mid-may seemed like a good bet weather-wise and 
we were not disappointed as it was such a beautiful 
sunny day. Family and friends gathered from near 
and far to wish us well. We were all so happy to be 
together.  

St Andrew’s church looked lovely in the spring 
sunshine, complemented by blue and white flower 
arrangements and church bells. Our thanks to 
everyone who helped, even in small ways, behind 
the scenes and special thanks to Sarah for a 
memorable service and Edward for his skilled piano 
accompaniment.  Thanks to our golfing friends for the 
guard of  honour and all those who came to wish us 
well. 

The reception at Bridport golf  club was a memorable 
time that just went too quickly. The photo of  us was 
taken on the 6th tee - it’s not often that we look like 
this on the golf  course!

Once the young children found a bunker it became a 
sandpit for the afternoon. What fun they had!

Anne and Jonathan

The Post Office is operating in 
Charmouth on two days only, 
at the Library on Thursdays 
between 10:15 - 13:00 and 13:30 
- 15:15 each week and we’ve 
now managed to open up on 
Fridays at the Hollands Room 
10:00 - 15:00.

 

Steve Smith 
Sub-Postmaster, Crewkerne Post Office

We wanted to get something 
in Charmouth to recognise Queen 
Elizabeth II’s Platinum Jubilee 2022.

Donations were invited and spent 
on 25 RBL lamppost signs, which 
were installed for 2 weeks around the 
Jubilee weekend, 3 roses and a garden 

plaque to commemorate this amazing achievement. 

The plaque was placed on a stake and set in the small corner 
garden on Lower Sea Lane with one of the 3 roses, ‘The Platinum 
Jubilee’. This small garden area is where you will find a stone 
plinth in the wall placed for Queen Elizabeth II Silver Jubilee 
and where we placed our village Tommy to remember all those 
lost and wounded serving our Country. (See pages 20/21 for 
photographs.)

The other two roses, ‘The Queen Elizabeth II’ and ‘The Duke of 
Edinburgh’ will planted at the Council offices in October. The 
council are going to donate a small plaque for these roses. Ben 
Perry, Tim Holmes and I are grateful for the generosity of the 
people of our small village who helped us to achieve our aim. 

Linda Bearpark

Jubilee
mini-report

Charmouth Community 
Library and Clematis Room

The Community Library is still open three days a week for a 
total of  7 hours. Staffed totally by volunteers, we will always 
do our best to help. As a library member, you can borrow 
books physically or digitally. Why not come and talk to us 
about what the library can offer you? 

Have you looked in the window to the right of  the front door? 
The Stitch and Knit Group always puts on a lovely display 
of  craftwork, usually depicting something topical. Do please 
have a look.

Stitch and Knit meets weekly on Tuesday mornings in the 
newly revamped Clematis Room. The Clematis Room can 
be hired for regular or one-off  sessions. When the library 
is open and if  not otherwise occupied, the Room holds an 
excellent and now well-organised collection of  second-hand 
books and jigsaws.

A leaflet is available giving more information about our 
services. 

And don’t forget, the Post Office is available in the building 
on Thursdays offering a full range of  postal services. It is 
open 10.15 to 13.00 and 13.30 to 15.15. Note that there is no 
library service on Thursdays. 
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National 
Coastwatch
Lyme Bay QAVS 

Enquiries to:

Colin Horlock, Lyme Bay NCI 
Deputy Station Manager  

(Charmouth Sector)  
email: colin.horlock@nci.org.uk  

tel: 01297 560838 
mobile: 07754 761901

Charmouth Village People

EYES ALONG THE COAST

We are one of  57 stations around 
the coast of  Britain and I am 
one of  nearly 2600 volunteers 
keeping both a visual watch and 
a listening ear over the air waves.

We report direct to HM 
Coastguards and work closely 
with them and the other 
emergency services.

National Coastwatch, as we now 
like to be called, has been in 
existence for over 25 years and 
is embarking on an ambitious 
plan to:

1. Establish NCI’s role in sharing information on water and 
coastal safety. We are already providing current weather 
information at regular intervals in answer to frequent 
requests and radio checks for all local vessels.

2. Collaborate more closely with partners in the search and 
rescue community. We recently had an exercise with 
the Lifeboat crew from Lyme Regis practising various 
scenarios.

3. Expand our coverage around the coast in areas of greatest 
need. Seven more stations are under active consideration 
and we have plans to upgrade our main station at Hive 
beach.

4. Implement technology that enhances our operations and 
keeps us relevant. Here at Charmouth we have already 
upgraded our telecommunications, the weather system, 
radios and optics thanks to a generous resident .

5. Win the hearts and minds of the public nationally and 
locally. Hopefully we are doing this!

Our greatest need now is more local volunteers so that we can 
increase our watch cover and justify the help and support we 
receive from the Charmouth Parish Council.

If  you are interested in becoming an NCI volunteer please call at 
the Lookout on the seafront when we are on duty between 11am 
and 3pm weekdays and 10am to 4pm at weekends and we will 
show you what we do. Or contact me as I live in the village - my 
details are below.

Colin Horlock

We are now back in full swing, and feel we are all grateful now the 
restrictions have been lifted. It made for a very isolating time for many of 
the older village residents, so let’s hope we are over the worst, bar the 
fact food and other commodities have drastically increased in price, so no 
more lobster and champers, in my dreams in any case!

Charmouth Village People monthly meetings. 
The main event so far, has been the Jubilee party. It was a big success 
with 62 attendees, the food was plentiful, and the wine flowed: we never 
quite got around to tea and coffee. We have also had several speakers 
attend the monthly meetings covering games, crafts and a particular 
favourite was Tony English the son of Arthur English, the actor. He told 
us about his father’s life and acting career and people have requested he 
returns to deliver a second session.

We are trying to find new and “different” speakers and activities. We 
have Animals2USouthwest attending. They will be bringing some exotic 
animals to the hall and explaining how they started the business and 
allowing people to interact with the animals, if they want to! 

Day Trips. 
We have increased the number of trips that we have organised and 
have been to Bath, Glastonbury, Wells, Buckfast Abbey, Dartmouth and 
Brixham, with shopping opportunities included. The trips are open to all 
local residents to ensure they are viable. It would be silly to go with a 
half empty coach, if people would like to go. We have had to write a “Trip 
policy”, as we have seen coach costs rise dramatically, and previous late 
cancellations have left the CVP having to heavily subsidise the coach 
cost, which we can only do a few times before our account would be 
empty. On a positive note, the trips are very popular and enjoyed by all. 

What is the Charmouth Village People Group? 
Several people have said they didn’t know of our existence or what 
we were about. So, I am not going to tell you right now what we are! 
Generally, the initial idea was to have regular meet-ups, trips and events 
for older members of the community. 

In the future, should we on occasion, be more open as to who can 
attend events and meetings, assuming we have additional support and 
appropriate space, etc? The Jubilee party and the Animal visit are two 
events where I was approached for tickets/seats by a wide demographic 
of the village. Do we organise some events open to a wider demographic? 
The Committee intends to meet to discuss how we move forward before 
September and possibly rebrand ourselves and explain what we can 
provide in the village. 

Most importantly is your input, what do you want from the group, would 
you be willing to help at events? What is missing in the village right now 
that people would want to attend?

Looking forward. 
The group meetings will start again in September, I will notify people of 
the exact date and will report our findings from the committee meeting.

I know its summertime but…I am already looking at a December trip 
and have rung several garden centres and hostelries near Tavistock 
Christmas Market, to see if they will have events and Christmas menus. 
It wasn’t until the third phone call that a very dubious-sounding Landlord, 
just kept saying,” Yes…. right… okay…dunno.” I had visions of him 
coming off the phone and shouting “Some mad woman from Charmouth 
just rang about Christmas!!”  I will hold fire for a while before ringing 
again, but the coach is booked!!!

Have a good summer.

Judith, Kath and the Committee (Liz and Chris)

For any further information or to express your thoughts about how we 
could move forward please contact:
Judith Howells 07906 840950   jude57@btinternet.com 
Kath Harper 07803 131757
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Charmouth Gardeners

PLEASE SUPPORT VILLAGE EVENTS

Charmouth Changing Spaces
LUNCHTIME CONCERTS

August 30th  The Whitchurch Trio
September 27th  Katarina Kovac
October 25th  Richard Fereday

at St Andrew’s, Charmouth 12.30pm

Charmouth Cubs celebrated 
the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee by 
having an evening of challenges 
based on the figure 70. 

This included each Six, as a team, 
trying to: tie 70 knots; hula hoop 
70 times; make the figure 70 out 
of natural materials; pass a football 

70 times, without losing control of it; and score 70 points 
at archery and indoor kurling, although not at the same 
time!

All in all, it was a really enjoyable evening and a fitting way 
to celebrate the Platinum Jubilee of her majesty, who is 
Patron of the Scout Movement in the UK.

Charmouth Cubs - Kevin Payne

Jubilee
mini-report

The ever-popular Annual Village Show returns to Charmouth on 
Saturday 13th August, opening to the public at 2.30pm. Both the 
Community Hall and the Village Hall will be filled with entries 
into the 85 classes ranging from fruit, veg and flowers to knitting, 
jam, cakes and photos. 

It’s a traditional, 
fun, community 
day for everyone 
to enjoy. Why 
don’t you have 
a go this year? 
The classes are 
FREE to enter 
and the Schedule 
gives you all the 
details you need.

From a single rose to a ‘Red, White and Blue’ patriotic floral 
arrangement or your best five tomatoes to a novelty, wonky 
vegetable there’s bound to be a class you can enter. For the not 
so green-fingered there are plenty of  opportunities for you to 
display other talents. The Handicrafts Section includes classes 
for knitting, painting and needlework. In Home Produce the 
classes include jam, chutney, bread, sausage rolls, biscuits and 
cakes. There are many budding photographers in the village 
- how about entering your photos? Children have their own 
Section for painting, baking, creating 
a poster etc. Children are also 
welcome to enter any of  the adult 
classes.

The Schedule, Rules and Entry 
form, which details all the classes, 
are available from Fortnam, Smith 
and Banwell Estate Agent’s office in 
Charmouth and must be returned by 
Weds 10th August. More information 
can be obtained from the Show 
Secretary, Diana Burn 01297 
560757.

Even if  you can’t enter anything this 
year please come along and enjoy 
the day - maybe you’ll get some ideas for next year! Entry is £2 
(to cover both halls), children free, refreshments will be available 
in the Village Hall.

Diana Burn

Charmouth Traders Update
At the Charmouth Traders AGM on 6th June Phil Tritton was 
re-elected as Chair, Peter Noel as Treasurer and Teresa Noel 
as Secretary.

It was agreed to fund the printing cost of  an extra 1000 
copies of  the summer Shoreline issue as it was felt that this 
excellent village magazine should be available to summer 
visitors as well as locals.

It was agreed that a guide to Charmouth should be 
reintroduced for 2023. Phil Tritton will explore possible 
designs.

The Charmouth Christmas lights and trees will once again be 
funded by the traders this year.

The Charmouth website continues to attract a large number 
of  ‘clicks’ and features much local information as well as 
information for visitors. 

The 2023 Charmouth Calendar is selling well. Make sure you 
get your copy before they sell out! All profits go towards the 
Christmas Lights.

Party in The Park IS BACK!
Nearly three years since our last Party in The Park we are 
planning one on Saturday August 6th. It will be held on Barrs 
Lane playing fields and will feature The Headrush as our 
headline band with a DJ and disco as well. A bar and bbq 
are planned as well as a stall selling sparklers, glow sticks 
and finger lights. The event will start at 5pm and finish with a 
grand firework display at 10pm.

If  you haven’t already volunteered please email Phil Tritton at 
phil.tritton@gmail.com letting me know where you would like 
to help – bar, bbq, gate, setting up and/or clearing up.

Provisional timings:
Start   End
17.00 - 18.00 IPOD music
18.00 - 19.15 DJ
19.15 - 20.00 The Headrush
20.00 - 20.45 DJ + announce raffle draw 
20.45 - 21.30 The Headrush
21.30 - 22.00 DJ
22.00 - 22.15 Fireworks

As ever, we need good weather so if  the weather looks 
uncertain keep an eye on Facebook and in local shops for 
updates.

We are aiming to run firework events at the foreshore in 
November and on New Year’s Eve. 

Charmouth Events Committee
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 Charmouth Pharmacy

Guang and his team helping to 
care for our community.

Find all your health needs and  
holiday essentials in store

Tel: 01297 560261

SMALL BUSINESS OFFICES  

TO LET

Tel: 01297 560033
07758 708802 

The Court - Charmouth

Nick Shannon
Furniture maker and restorer

ROADSTEAD FARM, CHIDEOCK

Tel: 07425 172486 e-mail: njshan5@gmail.com

Call for quotes on handmade kitchens, tables, shelving, 
furniture for house and garden, shepherds huts and much 

more….using environmentally friendly timber.

PLEASE SUPPORT SHORELINE’S ADVERTISERS

Interested in the Arts?
Come and join us for our monthly 
mix of  talks. 

September to June. Bridport Town 
Hall 2.00 for 2.30

Tea and Coffee available!  New 
members are always welcome. It is 
a great way to make new friends. 
We do arrange occasional outings to 
places of  interest.

Our programme until Christmas 

September 15th:  Frozen Breath of  the Polar Night: An In-
troduction to Art Nouveau Glass.  Speaker: Justine Hopkins

October 20th:       ‘A Sleuth’s Guide to Architecture’: The 
Story of  an Elizabethan Master Mason in the West Country. 
Speaker: John Davies

November 17th:   Sadlers Wells – The Theatrical Mother-
ship. Speaker: Nigel Bates

December 15th:    Lucian Freud: The Art of  the Man.  
Speaker: John Iddon

Membership £50 per annum.  Visitors always welcome £7.50
For more information see our website: www.taswestdorset.org.uk

or email  info@taswestdorset.org.uk

Domestic & Commercial Carpets & Upholstery
Carpet Moth Treatment

All work fully insured
Members of the National Carpet Cleaning 

Association (NCCA) 
www.cleanliving-sw.co.uk

Clean Living
Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning

01297 792103 or 07970 060449
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Charmouth Local History Society

Thanks to the grant 
provided by the National 
Lottery Heritage Fund 

the Local History Society 
emerged from the Covid-19 

pandemic with a very active programme of events and the 
continuing development of the new website. Also the first 
Village Echo was published since 2020 and distributed to 
members.

Echo 48 contains articles about three very different periods of  
history. An article by Neil Mattingly about Charmouth’s Manor 
House was prompted by an antique wine bottle found by Chris 
and Karen East in their garden. Chris realised that the coat of  
arms on the bottle was that of  the Ellesdon family, once Lords of  
the Manor for the village. Captain William Ellesdon, who played 
a major role in Charles II’s aborted attempt to sail to France 
from Charmouth in 1651, had bought the Manor House just 
three years earlier. 

Two further articles, by Stan Dolan, analyse the mysterious 
whereabouts of  two places, Dunium mentioned by the Greek 
mathematician Ptolemy and Carrum mentioned in the An-
glo-Saxon Chronicles. Were either or both of  these places near 
Charmouth?

The first talk on 29th April entitled ‘Dorset’s Celtic Past’ was 
given by Committee member Stan Dolan and was attended by 
around 50 people. This was the first time the History Society had 
used the excellent audio-visual equipment both provided by and 
operated by Heather Salmon.

Dorset’s Celtic Past talk 

The starting point of  the talk was a look at a major study of  the 
genetics of  the British population which was published in 2015 
by Oxford University. This showed no evidence of  Celtic ethnicity 
in the British Isles. The talk then concentrated on the influence 
on Dorset of  continental Celtic tribes and, in particular, how the 
special iconography of  the coins produced by the local tribe, the 
Durotriges, had developed from earlier Macedonian coinage.

Some features supposedly typical of  Celtic art and beliefs 
were then shown to have already been evident in Britain when 
megaliths such as Stonehenge and the Boyne valley tombs 
were being constructed. 

A unifying feature of  the talk was Dorset’s place as a gateway 
between Cornwall and the rest of  Britain and between the 
continent and Wales. The talk concluded by looking at the 
linguistic evidence that the word Durotriges was itself  derived 
from the Celtic (Gaullish) for ‘inhabitants of  the gateway’. 

Then, to celebrate the Platinum Jubilee, the Society organised 
a Charmouth Celebrates event at the Village Hall on 3rd June 
with an exhibition of  photographs showing Charmouth past and 
present. The event also featured a number of  local organisations 
including: Knit and Natter, Charmouth Scouts and the Heritage 

Coast Centre, who exhibited their offerings to a large number of  
visitors over a 2-3 hour period.

Charmouth Past and Present photographic exhibition

The pop-up exhibition was successfully transferred to the Com-
munity Library the following day and was viewed by a further 34 
visitors who had missed it at the Village Hall. The Library has 
indicated a willingness to host further pop-up exhibitions.

On 17th June a further talk was given by Bob Machin entitled 
‘The making of a landscape’. This was followed by a talk by Stan 
Dolan entitled ‘Astronomy and Archeology in Wessex’.

The next event will be our AGM on 30th September and will fea-
ture a talk by Neil Mattingly and Phil Tritton entitled ‘Charmouth’s 
Historic Buildings in The Street’.

Stan Dolan and Helen Parker

WANTED - New members
Why not become a member of 
the Charmouth Local History 
Society for the ridulously low 
cost of £6 per household per 
annum? Membership fees help 
us finance exhibitions and 
talks, and keep Charmouth 
local history alive. 

Anyone interested in joining should contact either: 
stan@standolan.co.uk or 

helenparkerhistory@btinternet.com

On June 1st, Charmouth 
Village People had a 1950s party 
for the Jubilee, open to all the 
mature members of the village. 
We had Coronation chicken 
sandwiches, trifle, scones, jam and 
cream, and lots more. We had lots 
of prosecco and wine and never 

got around to tea and coffee! 
We were entertained by the Lyme Bay Moonrakers. For 
the less mature of us, we had Pin the Gem on the Tiara and 
Name the Corgi. 
A good time was had by all.

Judith Howells - Charmouth Village People

Jubilee
mini-report
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Charmouth Twinning Association

Members and friends of  Charmouth Twinning enjoying a 
very pleasant cruise on the River Exe estuary in May

Photo by Bill Burn

Knit and Natter group were 
pleased to be invited to join the 
event in the Village Hall organized 
by Charmouth Local History 
Society to celebrate Her Majesty’s 
Jubilee. Knitted items ready for 
sending to our various charities 
were displayed. 

Centre stage, knitted by Pauline Berridge and assembled 
with help from other members of the Knit and Natter 
group, was the queen! Well done to the History Society 
for organizing a successful event.

Jan Coleman - Knit and Natter

Jubilee
mini-report

Charmouth is twinned with Asnelles, a small town 
on the Normandy coast, between Arromanches, the 
site of the World War 2 Mulberry Harbours, and the 

village of Ver-sur-Mer, the site of the new British Normandy 
Memorial.

We alternate annual visits and in 2020 it was our turn to host 
the French. The visits normally include one special day out and 
in the past we’ve visited SS Great Britain and Stourhead and 
have taken the steam train to Dartmouth. 

In 2018 we stayed closer to home and visited Exeter Cathedral 
and the RAMM museum. We always try to find somewhere 
special for lunch and we ate at Reed Hall, an Italianate building 
in the midst of  Exeter University’s botanic garden.

For 2020 our plan was to take a cruise on the Exe estuary 
before going to the Victoria Hotel in Sidmouth for lunch, with 
time to shop, explore or just chill before returning home. But 
Covid had other ideas! Optimistically we rebooked for May 2021. 
Cancelled again! This year it seemed that we’d finally meet up 
with our French friends again, except . . . a number had medical 
issues or appointments (some, like here, postponed due to 
Covid) and too few could come to make the trip viable.

The last thing we wanted to do was to cancel everything again 

so we decided to offer a subsidised day out to members and 
friends. On a bright May morning 50 of  us set off  to Exmouth to 
board the Stuart Lines boat. For many of  our group it was the 
first time they had done an Exe cruise and they were surprised 
at the vast area covered by the estuary and how much there 
was to see, helped by commentary from the very knowledgable 
skipper. The estuary air gave us an appetite and the Victoria 
Hotel didn’t disappoint. The menu was the one we’d chosen 
originally to be suitably British - a beetroot salad starter, roast 
beef, and pear and thyme tart. Delicious food with excellent 
service.

Our exchange visits are the raison d’être for Twinning but you 
don’t have to take part in these exchanges to become a member. 
Many of  our members are happy to support us at events we 
organise during the year, highlights being our ‘Bastille Day 
barbecue’ in July and our ‘French Food and Wine’ evening in 
November. These are very much social events but also raise 
money to fund the visits by our French partners. 

We’re always happy to welcome new members. If  you’d like to 
learn more please get in touch with me on 01297 560446 or 
Maria Beazley on 01297 561405.

Richard Fereday

Où se trouvent les francais?
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Local Walks
The Monarch’s Way to Charmouth Forest (6.5 miles)

The first half of the walk follows a tributary of the Char through 
delightful Dorset countryside. Navigation is greatly helped by most 
of the gates and footpath signs having the symbol of a galleon and 

The Monarch’s Way in writing. 

The walk can be reduced to 4.5 miles by starting and finishing at Wootton 
Fitzpaine Village Hall car park. From the car park, turn left on the lane 
(Westover Hill) and go through the hedge at a finger post on the right which is 
slightly obscured by the hedge. 

From the centre of Charmouth, walk along and to the end of Barr’s Lane 
(opposite Lower Sea Lane). Continue in the same direction across several 
fields and two footbridges. 

After the second footbridge, cross a small field to a broken kissing gate and 
then diagonally left up a small incline to a farm gate. Go through the gate and 
straight ahead to a second gate. 

Turn left on a small lane (Westover Hill) and, after some 40 metres, turn right 
through the hedge at a finger post.

A clear track is now followed; early on there is a T-junction where one goes 
left, otherwise simply follow your nose. The plethora of The Monarch’s Way 
signs should help. After approximately a mile, Stubb’s Farm is reached and a 
finger post directs you to turn right, over the river for a final time.

Monkton Wylde Lane is soon reached. Turn right on the lane and then enter 
a field on the left. You have now left The Monarch’s Way. Go diagonally up 
the hill, which has great views for a refreshment break. 

At the top of the field go past allotments to reach a lane. Turn left and then 
take the left fork down a wide track which skirts the edge of the forest. After 
just under a mile, the track turns right. Continue to follow the track into the 
forest, eventually turning left onto a road. Soon the edge of the Forest is 
reached and you then turn right up a steep (but short) incline.

The track now levels out and skirts the edge of the forest. Follow your nose 
again as the track descends. Eventually cross a stile and turn left on a track 
which still descends. Continue down until the track becomes unclear as it 
crosses a series of fields. Head for Wootton which can be seen ahead and 
finally pass through a gate into a grassy field leading to the centre of the 
village.

Take the lane leading back to Charmouth and go through a gate on the right 
onto a footpath which crosses a field to rejoin the outward footpath.

The Friends of Charmouth Heritage Coast Centre walks take place on 
Wednesdays throughout the year and explore many parts of the local 
countryside. For more details please email: stan@standolan.co.uk.

Stan Dolan

Ramblings ...

In the Winter 2021 edition of SHORELINE, there were a few notes on 
the varied designs of fonts in local churches and an invitation for 
interested ramblers to see what other features they could discover as 

they walk the Dorset countryside. 

I am pleased to say that one local 
reader, Terry Krasinska, has sent me 
a couple of interesting ‘finds’. The 
photograph shows some detail from 
one of these, the font in the Church of 
St Basil at Toller Fratrum.

This font is believed to be Saxon and 
shows a number of carved figures of 
people and animals. The meaning 
of this iconography is unfortunately 
unclear but several interesting 

possibilities are given in a booklet by Judith Stinton which is available for 
purchase in the church.

Saint Basil the Great was a 4th Century cleric and is the patron saint of 
hospitals. This ties in with ‘fratrum’, the latin for ‘of the brothers’, in the name 
of the hamlet because the brothers were the Knights Hospitaller of St John of 
Jerusalem. 

The Knights Hospitaller were a Catholic military order 
formed at the start of the 12th Century in Jerusalem. 
The city had been captured by the crusaders at the end 
of the First Crusade. The Hospitallers and the Templars 
became the most important military orders in the Holy 
Land. Today, the St John Ambulance organisation 
still uses the Maltese Cross insignia of the Knights 

Hospitaller in the logo on its ambulances.

Toller Fratrum had come into the possession of the Hospitallers by the 14th 
Century. Records of priests in the church go back to appointments made by 
the Hospitallers in 1312.Photo by Sally Dolan
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herringbone

handmade

gifts

textiles

local

art

vintage

1 the arcade  the street  charmouth  dorset  dt6 6pu

coastal creatives charmouth

herringbonecharmouth@gmail.com

A wide range of  beautifully made items from around 
the world. Turkish kilims, hand embroidered cushions, 
Japanese bowls, blockprinted cotton quilts, nightwear, 

clothing and a selection of  jewellery.

Visit us at 33 South Street, Bridport
10am-5pm Monday to Saturday

email us on info@Malabartrading.com 

or call on 01308 425734

M O R G A N S
From newspapers to nails  

everything you might ever need.

8am - 5pm 7 DAYS A WEEK  

4 The Arcade, The Street, Charmouth DT6 6PU
01297 560202

PLEASE SUPPORT SHORELINE’S ADVERTISERS
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1501 Katherine of Aragon, wife of King Henry VIII
Katherine of Aragon, the youngest child of Spain’s rulers Ferdinand and 
Isabella, made the arduous three-month journey to England in 1501, barely 
yet aged 16. Arriving in Plymouth on October 2nd with a convoy of attendants, 
she spent her first fortnight at the Mayor’s House in Notte Street before setting 
off for London, where she was to marry Arthur, son of Henry VII on the 14th 
November in Old St. Paul’s Cathedral. 
On the journey we know she stayed at The Old Deanery in Exeter before 
changing horses in Honiton. En route to Crewkerne, legend has it she stayed 
at the Abbot’s House in Charmouth (previously named the Queen’s Armes 
after her visit). However there is little evidence proving that she stayed here.
Tragically, Katherine’s new husband Arthur died soon after their marriage, and 
just 14 months later she was betrothed to his brother, King Henry VIII. They 
had a daughter, Mary. Henry famously divorced Katherine in favour of Ann 
Boleyn.

Original research for this article by Neil Mattingly  
Editorial assistance from Annabelle Hood.

1533 - 1564 Queen Elizabeth I
In 1170 Richard Del Ester gave his land in Charmouth to Forde Abbey (owners 
of over 30,000 acres in the surrounding counties by the late 13th Century). 
William, their Abbot, created a Borough in Charmouth in 1290 – its burgage 
plots and high stone boundary wall can still be seen today along The Street’s 
north side. The Abbot became Lord of the Manor until 1539 when the Abbey 
was dissolved by Henry VIII’s Reformation. Owned by Tudor rulers, the 
borough of Charmouth was sold by Queen Elizabeth I in 1564 to Robert and 
William Caldwell, who acted as agents for Sir William Petre, who paid just 
£25.5.1d for it. 
A fascinating copy of Elizabeth’s long Charter detailing its properties has 
survived. Immensely wealthy Sir William used his position of Secretary of 
State for Kings Henry VIII, Edward, and Queens Mary and Elizabeth to 
increase his wealth with the dissolution of the monasteries. He commissioned 
a survey of the village in 1564, which records in amazing detail all the houses, 
fields and tenants in Charmouth in that year.

King Charles II’s visits in 1651 and 1671
King Charles II visited Charmouth for one night, staying at the Queen’s 
Armes (now the Abbot’s House on The Street) on the 22nd September while 
attempting to flee the country to France. Although the mission was in the 
end unsuccessful, he did not forget William Ellesdon of Charmouth, who had 
attempted to assist him. 
To reward Captain Ellesdon’s services and loyalty, his Majesty, on his 
restoration, revisited the village of Charmouth on the 2nd July 1671 and granted 
to him and two successive heirs a pension of £300 per annum. 
Ellesdon was presented with a medal bearing the inscription “faithful to the 
horns of the Altar”. The King also gave him a beautiful miniature by Samuel 
Cooper, together with a pair of silver candlesticks, which are believed to be in 
the West Indies, where his descendants settled.

1685 Duke of Monmouth visits
Charmouth by and large welcomed the return of the Duke of Monmouth, 
the illegitimate eldest son of Charles II and his mistress Lucy Walters. He 
unsuccessfully attempted to depose his uncle, King James II in “the Monmouth 
Rebellion”. After declaring himself the legitimate king and gaining support 
from the Protestants opposed to James’s Roman Catholic rule, Monmouth 
set sail from Holland and landed in Dorset in May 1685. The Duke had three 
ships with which to invade, choosing to land in Lyme Regis, as it was near to 
Taunton where he believed he had great support. 

The night before, a number of his followers under the leadership of Thomas 
Dare of Taunton, landed on the beach at Seatown just south of Chideock, near 
Charmouth. Their mission was to seek support in the surrounding villages. No 
doubt Charmouth was amongst them, with later records showing at least 16 
others joined him, out of a population of no more than 250. The villagers would 
have seen the ships pass their shores and well before 10 a.m. on the 11th June 
the Helderenberg, the Pink and the Dogger, which were off Lyme. Near the 
shore the Duke’s ships encountered a boat with three fishermen, who were 
detained aboard the Duke’s ship. It was Samuel Robbins from Charmouth who 
would go down in history by selling his catch to the rebels. The records show 
him later ‘taken at Lyme Regis and sent to Dorchester gaol’, where he was 
tried and hanged at Wareham, even though he was not a supporter.

1789 Visit of King George III to Charmouth
In early August 1789 King George III, recovering from an episode of the illness 
affecting him most of his adult life, travelled to the West Country with Queen 
Charlotte, three of their daughters, Lord and Lady Courtoun, Lady Waldegrave 
and Colonels Digby, Goldsworthy and Gwynne. They spent several days at 
Weymouth, travelling on to Exeter then Plymouth to review the fleet. 
Between Weymouth and Exeter they stopped at Charmouth. ‘The Gentleman’s 
Magazine’ writes as follows:
“At nine o’clock on Thursday last (13 August 1789), their Majesties and suite 
left Weymouth… they proceeded through Upway and Winterburne to Bridport, 
where they were met by thousands of all rank; waggons laden with people 
came from Sherborne, and other parts above 30 miles distant, to hail their 
Sovereigns. They were met at the entrance by the magistrates, and a society 
of near four hundred gentlemen and respectable inhabitants, with white 
wands, bells ringing, etc. Two triumphal arches were erected; one of which, 
at the Town Hall, was in a very good style, with rose wreaths, laurels etc, and 
an inscription. In the evening the town was illuminated: the roads to Axminster 
were… lined with people, pedestrians and equestrians.
“His Majesty and most of his attendants walked up Chideock and Charmouth 
hills, where the country people had a fine opportunity of appreciating the Royal 
Presence… With those nearest him the King talked familiarly, and on those 
at a greater distance he smiled graciously. The villagers at Charmouth had 
erected a lofty triumphal arch of oak-boughs, decorated with a crown of laurel. 
With the curious construction of this rustic arch his Majesty could not help 
expressing his admiration.”

1833 Visit of Princess Victoria to Charmouth and 
Lyme Regis
In July 1833 the 14-year-old Princess set off from Kensington Palace with her 
mother the Duchess of Kent, aboard the yacht ‘Emerald’ on a royal tour to 
acquaint the people of Dorset and Devon with their future Queen. 
‘God Save the King’ was played as the royal party mounted Weymouth’s 
King’s Stairs frequented by King George III on his frequent holidays there. 
They stayed in the Royal Hotel overlooking the beach.
Next they were entertained at Melbury House in north Dorset by the Earl of 
Ilchester, passing Dorchester’s prominent buildings festooned with flowers, 
flags waving, bells ringing and cannon fire as horses were changed en route to 
Maiden Newton and Melbury.
On August 1st they were “enthusiastically received” at Beaminster, then 
Bridport, passing yet more florally decorated triumphal arches both here and in 
Charmouth and Lyme Regis – where the ‘Emerald’ was waiting, ready to sail 
the ‘royal’ party to Torquay then Plymouth. Every boat in port was filled with 
paying spectators.

1954 Queen Elizabeth II
In 1954 Queen Elizabeth II visited the Royal Agricultural Show in Windsor 
where she was presented with a pony, Juniper, for Prince Charles, on behalf 
of the Dartmoor Pony Society. The pony was being ridden by Jane Bullen 
from the Catherston Stud and the presentation was recorded in a charming 
photograph.

Knowing the Queen’s passion for horses, it’s nice to think that she may have 
visited the Catherston Stud at some point to meet the Bullen family. She may 
have gazed over the village of Charmouth to the sea less than one mile away. 
But there is unfortunately no record of her actually having visited Charmouth.

This little story may have only had a fairly tenuous link to Charmouth if it 
hadn’t been for Neil Mattingly’s research into the Bullen family, which it turns 
out has a very strong historic connection with the Village. He has written a 
feature article for this issue of Shoreline ‘From Boleyn to Bullen’ which can be 
found on page 6 of this issue.

[The photograph in question was discovered but the copyright owners, 
Getty Images, were unwilling to permit the image to be published without full 
payment of the reproduction licence fee, even in Shoreline’s special issue to 
celebrate the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee!]

Charmouth’s Royal Visitors
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Jubilee rose

An early sale at the 
Art Exhibition

Charmouth Changing Spaces 
Fossils display

Charmouth Celebrates the Platinum Jubilee

Charmouth Village People’s  
1950s style Jubilee Party

Charmouth Changing Spaces 
Art Exhibition

Georges Close and Millview Street Party 
photo: John McCallum

Jubilee lamp post 
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Jubilee pebblesAn early sale at the 
Art Exhibition

Charmouth Celebrates the Platinum Jubilee

Charmouth Celebrates 
organised by Charmouth Local History Society

Charmouth Local History 
Society’s Photo Exhibition

Knit & Natter’s QE II
created by Pauline Berridge and Linda Holden

Georges Close and Millview Street Party 
photo: John McCallum

Jubilee plaque 
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Poetry Corner

THE QUEEN’S CORONATION

by Peter Crowter

(I was 17 and working on a farm in Kingsdon, Somerset)

I finished cleaning out the pigs and giving them clean bed’ 
When I met Sam who told me that he’d heard the king was dead. 

That means that young Elizabeth will sit upon the throne, 
I wonder if she knows, I ‘spect they’ve got her on the phone.

They said in June was going to be the Coronation Day. 
They’re going to televise it so we heard the palace say. 

My mother said, ‘Here Joe, that means a telly we must buy’. 
He knew ‘twould be expensive but he thought he’d better try.

The village thought they’d celebrate young Lizzie’s special day. 
We had a weekly meeting so each one could have their say. 

Football and sports and a free lunch, a dance and lots of beer. 
A bonfire high on Kingsdon Hill, yes, that’s a good idea.

We started with the football match, the ladies versus men. 
The kids had sports and fancy dress and luncheon followed then. 

We all sat in a big marquee the food and beer were free 
And more fun in the afternoon and then we had our tea.

And while all this was going on some people found the time, 
(Cause if they missed the crowning ‘twould be nothing but a crime) 
To rush off home and see the queen on twelve inch black and white. 

Oh gosh it was exciting and a really lovely sight!

The dance was very popular me and my mate were queer, 
Because it was the first time that we’d swallowed lots of beer. 
The pub was out of bounds to us the landlord wasn’t green, 
Fred Taswell knew that me and Don were only seventeen.

The folk who lived in Kingsdon on that Coronation Day, 
“Twas a day we all remember”, I’m sure they all will say. 

“There never was a day like that when we had so much fun, 
God bless the queen, God bless the queen, God bless us everyone”.  

Charmouth Knit and Natter

Thank you to 
all those who 
supported the 

coffee morning in April. 
We raised an amazing 
total of £577. 

Having this money 
allows for the purchase 
of  wool for members 
of  the group to knit up 
various garments – 
trauma teddies, blankets 
and jumpers for refugee 

children in Iraq; layettes for new born babies in South 
Africa; blankets and jumpers for the Dorset Women’s 
Refuge. 

In addition to knitting we have been able to continue 
supporting Anisha, a young girl in the orphanage run 
by Awaken Love in Uganda, on a monthly basis and 
send funds to Baby Bear to buy additional items to go 
with the layettes such as flannels, soap and nappies. 

Before the coffee morning we had stated that 
we hoped to send a donation to the Ukrainian 
Humanitarian Fund and with several people giving 
additional generous donations we were able to send 
£250 to support the Ukrainians.

The Knit and Natter group meet every Thursday 
afternoon from 2 until 4 in the Club Room of  the 
Community Hall. We would love to see you if  you 
are interested in joining us to support these charities 
as well as having a good natter. Skills in knitting are 
not a requirement – help can be given and wool and 
needles provided.

Jan Coleman 01297 561625

Georges Close and Millview, 
Charmouth celebrated Her 
Majesty’s Jubilee with a street 
party in the Close on Friday 
3rd June. Houses in the Close 
were decorated with bunting 
and 18 residents got together. 

They enjoyed salads, a wicked selection of home-made 
puddings, tasty cheeses and, of course, a toast or two (or 
three) to Her Majesty. With three newcomers in the Close 
since Covid closed us down it was a great chance to get 
together and enjoy each other’s company. The weather 
was superb and we all enjoyed ourselves so much we 
determined to do it all again soon, no excuses needed.

John McCallum - Georges Close Street Party

Jubilee
mini-report
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Luxury car packages for weddings - tailor-made
to suit your big day. Choose from retro american
or classic British - we have a fleet of  quality cars
and limos, including Cadillac, Chrysler, Lincoln,
sunbeam Talbot and a hot pink Jaguar!

% (01297) 552143
enquiries@jeevesweddingcars.co.uk
www.jeevesweddingcars.co.uk

Chauffeured
Wedding Cars

Compost, Top Soil,  
Mulch, Manure & 
Chippings

DELIVERY AVAILABLE

enquiries@chedingtoncompost.co.uk 
WWW.CHEDINGTONCOMPOST.CO.UK

North Buckham Farm,  
Beaminster DT8 3SH

T:01308 863054  
M:07974 943411 
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1950s Fashions

Original fashion design
Copyright © 1950s Brenda Brigers



SHORELINE SUMMER 2022/ ISSUE 46  25

A Feast of  Memory

In the mid-eighties, building on his experience at Hereford 
Cathedral and just before graduating from The Royal 
Academy of Music, our younger son Alan was appointed 

Tenor Lay Clerk (that is to say adult chorister) at St. 
George’s Chapel Windsor Castle.

One benefit was that he had a house in 
the fifteenth century Horseshoe Cloister 
in the castle from which we attended 
numerous royal events. Our favourite 
memory has to be attending Christmas 
Service, sitting in the Quire of  St. 
George’s with Her Majesty and all her 
immediate family. No photos available 
from there of  course but everlasting 
memories.

The following year the service was televised so for the doubtful 
reward of  appearing onscreen with our backs to the camera we 
had to sit in the nave with the Windsor residents.

But for sheer spectacle nothing could match sunny summer 
afternoons watching the annual Garter Day procession from 
the doorstep. Her Majesty with her entourage of  Garter Knights 
processes from the outer ward to the west doorsteps of  the 
chapel just across the lawn from Alan’s door. 

What to remember! Trying unsuccessfully to photograph the 
diminutive Queen Mother without decapitating the towering King 
of  Spain walking beside her; Prince Charles escorting Diana 
dressed for the day in luminous pink with a sun hat straight from 
the Belle Epoque; Harold Wilson and Jim Callaghan as wise 
old men; and of  course, Her Majesty herself  just arm’s length 
away with the Duke, raising the uncertainty whether to take a 
snapshot or bow and let the moment pass.

Alan Dodson

ROYAL

MEMORY

Not all fossils in Charmouth 
come from the beach

A Woodstone was recovered in pieces from a 
building foundation trench in Charmouth late 
in 2021. It has been slowly pieced together, 

dried out and stabilised. After many hours in 
the fossil preparation workshop the oysters and 
ammonites around the log have been exposed.

When found intact Woodstones are layered impure 
limestone nodules which form around driftwood logs that 
became waterlogged and fell to the sea floor in the early 
Jurassic. This gives a grey with green tinged cylindrical 
nodule which becomes slightly squashed when it turns 
to limestone. They are layered and split along these 
layers.

This specimen is about one fifth of  the original nodule 
and is made of  the yellowish weathered limestone 
layers containing about the lowest one third of  the 
original log. During its time floating in the sea the log 
was colonised by oysters. 

When it eventually sank most of  the oysters stayed 
attached but a small debris field of  those that were 
dislodged on impact with the sea floor can be seen.

Separately ammonites died and settled to the sea floor 
and were fossilised in the same area.

The Woodstones are a well-known layer of  nodules 
in the cliffs at Charmouth from the Black Ven Marls 
of  the Charmouth Mudstone Formation. The layer is 
approximately 196 million years old. They are rarely 
found intact, so this is a rare specimen with the whole 
log, with its attached fauna, and whole nodule size clear 
and complete. 

The preservation, however, is poorer than the fresh 
partial nodules found on the beach due to rainwater 
percolating into the nodule. Fresh nodules do not display 
the yellow colours. One section of  the layer containing 
the oysters is missing and despite a rigorous search 
of  the building site spoils could not be found. It is an 
unusual specimen in showing a complete slice though a 
Woodstone.

Heather Salmon

Charmouth Changing Spaces 
held an Art and Fossil Exhibition 
over the Jubilee weekend and 
it was lovely to be part of the 
village celebrations. 

Eight local artists showcased their 
eclectic and colourful pictures 

and Chris East’s fossil collection added a new and much 
appreciated element to the show. 

Preview night was buzzing! Glasses clinked, sales were 
made, the church was festooned with flags, bunting and 
balloons, and the beautiful flower arrangements added 
to the occasion. 

The Exhibition was well supported and we raised the 
sum of £585.51 for our funds. Thank you everyone, 
and Penny Collins for the loan of her card reader, much 
appreciated.

Helen Hughes - Charmouth Changing Spaces

Jubilee
mini-report
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Parallel Lines
A set of railway anecdotes from your Editor.

My first recollection of a life-long interest in railways 
was, as a 5-year-old, sitting at the top of the stairs 
watching my Dad carry my railway baseboard down 

to the ground floor. Unfortunately, when he reached the last 
step of the flight the corner of the Weyroc sheet collided 
rather unforgivingly with a glazed front door. I understand 
the air was ‘blue’ but, of course, I didn’t really understand 
what had happened. I must have thought the breaking 
glass and the ensuing commentary were all part of the 
entertainment.

Over the following 
decade or so my 
layouts evolved from 
a clockwork Hornby 
‘O’ gauge locomotive 
and wagons to a 
Hornby ‘dublo’ electric 
layout. But I always felt 
somewhat unfulfilled by 
the uninspiring repetitive 
single track, round-

and-round operation. After all this was supposed to be fun! So, 
with limited space available, I moved down the gauges from ‘00’ 
to ‘TT’ and ultimately to ‘N’, each move allowing me to create 
ever more complex layouts within the same space. But still I felt 
that something was missing. What is an indoor railway without 
landscaping? However, I had no real artistic talent to resolve this. 
There was then a long period of  ‘nothing’ - but the railway seed 
had been planted and remained there for many years.

When the railway seed finally germinated some decades later, 
it was no longer the ‘model’ variety but ‘miniature’ railways, 
passenger-carrying and built into natural landscaping. I had 
a number of  invaluable involvements with a series of  railway 
projects, gradually working up the gauges. Several of  them are 
described below.

Luscombe Valley Railway – navvying and learning (5” 
gauge).

A friend who is sadly no longer with us, Richard Knott, took 
around 7 years to create the Luscombe Valley Steam Railway 
with the help of  a group of  volunteers. It finally opened for the 
first time in December 1996 and Richard held many public 
open days raising many thousands of  pounds for charities. This 
was the first 5” gauge railway project that I had been involved 
with – navvying and learning about how to create a ‘real’, albeit 
miniature, railway. Every Sunday morning for a year or so with 
pick, shovel and wheelbarrow I helped the rest of  the ‘gang’ 
excavate a ‘cut and cover’ tunnel and deposit the spoil at the 
other end of  the garden to create an embankment. This was a 
labour of  love and a real education to serve me well with my 
future projects.

Poole Park Railway (PPR) – driving in a commercial 
environment (10” gauge)

My first involvement with Poole Park Railway was actually as a 
passenger in the early 1950s after it first opened to the public. 

Some 50 years later I met my good friend Brian Merrifield 
who then owned the railway. We spent many hours talking, 
with me learning about the railway and engineering in general. 
Eventually, I had the opportunity to drive the train once a week 
transporting trainloads of  children and parents around the pond 
in Poole Park. Most of  the time the train was diesel-powered but 
in the early days I was occasionally allowed to drive Arthur, the 
steam locomotive on its rare outings.

I helped organise the 50-year celebrations which the Mayor of  
Poole, our MP and hundreds of  visitors attended. On the day 
there were gas-filled balloons and a celebration cake that my 
wife, Liz, created for the occasion. Keith Guy published a 50-year 
history of  the railway. Happy days, until Brian sold the railway 
when he retired, and I moved on to my next railway project 
moving ‘up the gauges’ from 10” to 1 metre and finally standard 
gauge (4ft 8½in).♥

Vobster Light Railway – designing and navvying (1 metre 
gauge)

A ‘mission’ to reinstate an historic clay tramway across the 
Studland peninsula from Swanage to the Studland ferry never 
really had much chance of  success. But it was fun trying. It 
involved trying to persuade the National Trust to allow us to 
rebuild the tramway across an area of  outstanding natural 
beauty (AONB). Their reluctance to engage with us was strange 
really since they were quite happy to permit oil drilling to take 
place at Wytch Farm on the same peninsula!

However, the point of  mentioning this is that through this ‘non-
project’ I met Henry, who owned a collection of  metre gauge 
industrial locomotives and rolling stock but with nowhere to 
install it. He managed to find a farmer in Radstock who was 
very keen to support a project to install an extension to a nearby 
disused railway line from Radstock to Frome. It was felt that this 
had the possibility of  reinstatement as a tourist line.

The rolling stock, locomotives, rail and sleepers were duly 
delivered to the farm and stored in an adjacent barn. Over a 
number of  years, regular working parties laid the track and 
worked towards the official opening of  the first stage. Then the 

Richard Knott emerging from The Tunnel Waiting for passengers
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farmer pulled out of  the project – and another ‘might have been’ 
railway had to close down.

The Brit Valley Railway – blue sky thinking (another metre 
gauge railway)

Strange to relate, I nearly discovered Charmouth in 2002 but 
only made it as far as West Bay, with no thought of  ever moving 
to West Dorset. I discovered a plan to reinstate the branch line 
from West Bay to Bridport and then, ultimately, to extend it to 
Maiden Newton, rejoining the main line, reinstating a line opened 
in 1857 and closed in 1975.

For several years I assisted with the planning, management of  a 
website and acting as a general sounding board for the team. A 
friend of  mine, Nigel Ewens, led this project with great passion 
and persistence. He is still passionate about it and no amount of  
setbacks and the passage of  two decades have destroyed this 
aspiration of  his. 

We had gained planning permission to achieve the route as far 
as Bridport and gained a generous offer from a local landowner 
to finance the construction of  a park and ride facility near the 
Bridport recycling depot. But, at a potential cost of  at least 
£1 million a mile to lay the track, it should not have come as 
a surprise that little progress was possible when insufficient 
financial support was forthcoming. We sought and gained the 
support of  local MP Sir Oliver Letwin but he advised that finding 
the money would be the problem. How right he was!

Many years have passed and the project has ‘morphed’ into the 
Bridport Community Railway. Anyone interested in finding out 
more should visit: www.bridportcommunityrailway.com 

Parry People Movers (PPM) – the Stourbridge project 
(Standard gauge 4ft 8½in)

One day in 1996 I read that Parry People Movers, a company 
which designed and built lightweight, affordable railcars, was 
planning to bring their experimental vehicle to Weymouth to test 
it out on the disused Weymouth quayside track. 

There I met John Parry MBE, the Chief  Executive, and got 
involved with their future plans, ending up as a director of  the 
company for many years. John retains his enthusiasm for the 
PPM railcars and all things where technology has become too 
sophisticated for its own good! He and I remain firm friends to 
this day although my day-to-day involvement ceased a number 
of  years ago.

A charming artist’s impression of  the Milennium bridge crossing the River Brit at West Bay. 
Courtesy The Brit Valley Railway. business plan.

The high spot of  my involvement came when the company 
sold its first two railcars. for use on the shortest branch line of  
national rail network, linking Stourbridge Town to Stourbridge 
Junction, despite pressures from the major railway rolling stock 
manufacturers and the rail unions. This was a great triumph 
that was to be celebrated and I was duly invited to go to the 
£700,000 contract signing to take some photographs for the 
company newsletter. We then realised that two of  our directors 
had to sign the contract so, fortunately, I was able to provide the 
additional signature. 

Since that date, come rain and snow, over a period of  almost 
16 years, carrying over 6 million passengers, on more than 
1200 trips per week, the Stourbridge Shuttle can boast 
99.9% reliability. But the risk-averse rail operators continue 
to be reluctant to place their trust in the manufacturer of  this 
remarkable vehicle designed by a remarkable man.

Thirsk Garden Railway – my ultimate, ‘Brunel’ scale project 
(and a return to 5” gauge)

All this experience acquired from these various railway projects 
finally gave me the confidence to build my own garden railway, 
having gained many of  the vital skills needed: surveying, civil 
engineering, railway design, bridge building and finally track 
construction and laying. 

The project is much too detailed to be covered in a few short 
paragraphs so I will keep this project for its own article in a 
future issue of  Shoreline.

Roger Sansom○

The Parry People Movers railcar Roger Sansom and John Parry MBE

Ready for the off!Track laying

CLHS organized a free entry  
exhibition of photographs 
showing the people of 
Charmouth celebrating since 
1897. This was the first time 
we had been able to use the 
exhibition equipment, purchased 

with the aid of our National Lottery Grant, on a 
large scale. It enabled us to display a few of the many 
photographs in the CLHS archive complemented with 
some themed photo albums we are collating. All of this 
provided great interest and generated much debate. 

Along with the carnivorous plants, fossils, jewellery, 
prints and over a hundred teas and coffees served, we 
were able to donate £25 from profits to each of the four 
local groups that joined us for the morning: Charmouth 
1st Scouts, Knit and Natter, Friends of the Heritage 
Coast and the Community Library.

The morning ended with a raffle consisting of a £20 gift 
token from Charmouth Nisa Store, four hampers and 
one carnivorous plant.  We hope to repeat this event 
next year with more local groups attending.

Helen Parker - Charmouth Local History Society

Jubilee
mini-report
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Beavers, Charmouth Cubs, Scouts and Explorers take to the water

On a blazing hot sunny day in June, 34 Cubs, Scouts 
and Explorer Scouts from Charmouth visited the 
Weymouth Sailing Academy on Portland for a spot 

of raft building. Run by Weymouth and Portland Adventure, 
the members were split into four teams and given six 
poles, four large blue barrels and sixteen bits of rope and 

challenged to make a sea-
worthy raft.

Perhaps surprisingly, each team came 
up with a fairly reliable craft, although 
the instructors did tighten up a few 
lashings on one of the Cub rafts while 
they were getting into their wetsuits.

It was then time to launch, followed by a variety of games involving various 
members of the crews performing different activities while trying not to fall into 
the water. This being accomplished, everyone then dived in anyway.

All in all it was a great morning activity session, and I am sure they will all be 
back for a full day’s programme in the near future with WPA.

Not to be outdone, the 
Beavers spent the following 
Monday evening learning how 
to stand-up paddle board on 
the lagoon at West Bay. So 
good were they at standing 
up that the instructors took them part way down the river in the direction of the 
brewery.

Kevin Payne, Cub Leader

Beaver Colony stages its own extinction rebellion
Beaver Scouts from 1st 
Charmouth recently staged 
their own extinction rebellion 
by making and holding up a 
series of banners designed to 
help them find a new leader 
and avoid the closure of their 
Colony.

Each contained the words 
necessary to spell out ‘Please 
help save us from extinction’. 

Unfortunately, their current leader is stepping down and, as no one has come 
forward to take over, the Colony is set to close at the end of July.

According to joint Group Scout Leader, Karen Southcott, “This is a great 
opportunity for someone to make a really valuable contribution to the local 
community. The 16-strong Colony of 6 to 8 year olds has two regular adult 
helpers and lots of parents who help at weekly meetings, so we only really 
need someone to coordinate them.”

“No experience is necessary - just a desire to work with young people – 
and there is no upper age limit, so it might appeal to a recent retiree or 
a grandparent. Alternatively, it could be a younger adult looking to get 
volunteering or youth work on their CV.”

“New leaders will benefit from participating in an award-winning online and 
hands-on training scheme, helping them to develop practical skills like First 
Aid and transferable assets such as communication and leadership.”

“To help plan activities, any new leader would have access to over five years’ 
worth of previous programmes plus the full support of the other leaders and 
helpers within the Scout Group.”

Anyone interested should contact Karen on 07799 500720 or via karen.
southcott@btinternet.com so they can come along and find out just how 
rewarding working with Beavers can be.

Charmouth Scouting

On Jubilee Saturday, Charmouth 
Community Library hosted the 
Local History Society display of 
photos and other items. A wide 
variety of plants could be purchased 
in the Courtyard, while second-
hand books, jigsaws and preserves 
were available in the Clematis 
Room. 

On Jubilee Friday, the Library also had a book stall in the 
Village Hall. Overall, we had dozens of visitors and raised 
a good amount of money for our funds. Thanks to all who 
visited or participated in any way.  

Charmouth Community Library

Jubilee
mini-report

Charmouth 1st Brownies 
 and Rainbows

Over the Queen’s platinum jubilee, Charmouth 1st Brownies and 
Rainbows had been planning their big jubilee party by learning all 
about the Queen and what she does for her people. They also learnt 
about how she is the patron of the girl guiding community. But not only 
have they learnt about her, they have been creating and crafting their 
decorations to decorate St Andrew’s Hall so the party could be held 
there.

The girls made bunting, tissue paper flowers, and upcycled plant pots, 
a mural of the Queen, handmade commemorative medals of clay, and 
so much more. Over the past few weeks the girls spent time planning 
their party with the leaders, what foods to serve at their party, who to 
invite, and what the invitations would consist of.

The party was held at St Andrew’s hall 
on Wednesday the 8th June at 6 o’clock. 
We invited many different people from 
the village. The leaders and some of 
the girls arrived at the hall early to help 
set up the hall for the big jubilee party. 
The girls started to decorate the room 
and the tables were laid out with the 
centre pieces that were made during the 
previous weeks. After the tables were 
ready the girls started to butter bread and 
fill them with different kinds of fillings, and 
chocolate strawberries and scones were 
displayed on the buffet tables.

We played wonderful music 
and everybody arrived and 
was seated, and thoroughly 
enjoyed the fantastic 
feast. The room was alive 
with chatter across the 
generations. After we had 
finished eating, Brown Owl 
took to the stage and told 
the guests about the girls’ 
promises. A number of girls 
took their promise around the 
toadstool and their family and 
friends cheered.

A tremendous time was had by all and another lasting memory was 
formed. It was a very fitting evening for Her Majesty’s platinum jubilee.

Laurie-Mai purple Westbury
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SHORELINE CREATURES

Charmouth Heritage Coast Centre

Invites you
to become a

VOLUNTEER
with training built in

where you can also enjoy our social events:

 3 lectures of interest,
an annual cream tea,

a summer BBQ,
two outings each year

and
general friendship!

If you are interested, please contact the Centre on

01297 560772 or info@charmouth.org
 

www.charmouth.org

The Burrowers

Sediments are excellent substrates for animals to 
burrow into by using a variety of techniques to form a 
home, with food and water available.

On British beaches and estuaries, sediments vary from 
very clean sand through to black mud full of  organic matter. 
Black mud may smell foul to us, but is home to trillions of  
microorganisms and rotting organic matter - food for creatures 
that live on or within it. More commonly there are sediments 
between the extremes such as muddy sand, or sandy mud. All a 
marine creature needs to survive is shelter plus water containing 
oxygen and food.

In Charmouth, the sand is usually clean and shifts along the 
beach from west to east. It contains little organic matter and 
is generally made up of  mineral particles including silica, 
limestone, iron pyrite, tiny pieces of  shell, seaweed fragments 
and anything else that has been ground down by the action of  
the waves. It is salty and contains plenty of  microorganisms that 
can’t be seen with the naked eye.

On some beaches there are signs of  lugworms with their 
U-shaped burrows, one part for the inflow of  water (shown by 
a shallow depression) and the outflow part to get rid of  faecal 
waste found in small spirals around the exit. As lugworms tend 
to prefer a stable beach with sediment containing more organic 
matter, they are not commonly found on Charmouth beaches. 
However, there are many more creatures that burrow: other 
species of  marine worm, crabs, shrimps, sea urchins, molluscs 
(particularly bivalves) and others.

Burrowing differs from boring. Boring involves the use of  
abrasion (Piddocks bore holes in rock using their shells) or 
dissolution (sponges bore holes in rock using acid). Burrowing 
is a process which may use a fleshy foot (e.g. bivalved molluscs 
such as razor shells), specialized paddle-shaped spines (like 
some sea urchins), moving legs (e.g. some crabs or shrimps) or 
sinuous body movements (like some marine worms)

To varying degrees, sand and other apparently firm sediments 
have useful physical properties which cause them to become 
liquid when agitated. If  you stand on some firm sand not too far 
from the water’s edge and jiggle your foot, the sand becomes 
more liquid and your foot will start to sink. This property 
is thixotropy (decreased viscosity when applied stress is 
increased) and is utilized by burrowing creatures. A mollusc’s 
fleshy foot will ‘jiggle’ and then become almost anchor-shaped 
to pull the creature down into the sand. This can be done very 
quickly as you will discover if  you ever try to dig out a razor clam 
when it’s burrowing into the sand.

Perhaps more common than present-day burrows on 
Charmouth beaches are the fossilized burrows from many 
millions of  years ago. These are ‘trace fossils’ which represent 
what animals have left behind and include footprints, trails 
and burrows. Some, particularly those of  hard flint, are very 
persistent on the beach.

We find trace fossils in greensand and flint (Cretaceous period) 
and in grey mudstones and limestones (Jurassic period). 
Sometimes when people on fossil-hunting walks say they 
can’t find any fossils, it’s fun to point out that they are actually 
standing on a large boulder full of  trace fossils. You need to 
know what they are to appreciate them in the rocks or loose on 

the beach. Once you start seeing them, they are common but 
some are mistaken for belemnites or even teeth!

A bowlful of  burrows from 
Charmouth is shown in the 
illustration and these are 
mainly in flint (Cretaceous). 
These are casts of  burrows; 
the original animal died or 
left its burrow and sediment 
was swept into the hole by 
the sea. This could have 
been slightly different from 

the surrounding sediment; ultimately these trace fossils become 
weathered out from the rock and appear as tube-like structures 
which may branch. Other Cretaceous burrows on the beach can 
be seen in boulders of  greensand (Cretaceous) and known as 
Thalassinoides which are quite large in diameter (2 – 20 mm 
diameter, often oval) and caused by crustaceans of  the crab 
family.

The other illustration 
shows Jurassic (mainly 
Liassic) burrows known as 
Chondrites thought to have 
been produced by a marine 
worm (sipunculid) which 
caused branching, almost 
root-like burrows about 1 
– 6 mm round in diameter. 
These are at varying angles 
and you may see tube-like 

structures or oblique or cross-sections. The burrows are usually 
lighter than the surrounding grey rock as shown.

Trace fossils are interesting and useful because they can tell us 
a lot about animals’ environments and information about how 
they lived all those millions of  years ago.

Rosalind Cole
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Charmouth Heritage Coast Centre

Lyme Regis Fossil Festival 

What a busy spring we have had! We have been 
active at the Lyme Regis Fossil Festival and the 
celebration of the new Mary Anning statue unveiled 

in Lyme. The Lyme Regis Museum is hosting her only 
known portrait and one of Mary’s rare ichthyosaurs until 
September so do visit the Museum and see this. You might 
spot a Charmouth Crocodile there too! Our half term visitor 
numbers were high, and we saw our busiest day since 
before covid, and this year we have had over 30,000 visitors 
so far.

Seashore safari 

Looking forward to the summer we are running fossil hunting 
walks every day but as always, these book up far in advance so 
book early to avoid disappointment. We also have our new 2022 
seashore safari events running in Charmouth over the summer 
holidays, one in July and two in August. Again, book early to get 
your spaces! 

ALL SHORELINE ISSUES CAN BE SEEN ONLINE AT  
WWW.CHARMOUTH.ORG/CHARMOUTH_VILLAGE/SHORELINE-MAGAZINE/

We have, after a two-year hiatus, reopened our fossil dig tray and 
theatre in the Centre. Both were always popular and are now 
open to be enjoyed again! The film show is 17 minutes long and 
introduces you to finding fossils here at Charmouth. There is a 
small cost of  £1 per adult, 50p per child. 

The Boxing Day Ichthyosaur

We have a few new fossil displays in the Centre. Some rarer 
pieces of  fossil wood, including preserved resin, seeds, leaf  
and burnt wood from a Jurassic forest fire! We also had a new 
cabinet built to house an ichthyosaur found on Boxing Day in 
2013. Interestingly its head has been preserved the wrong way 
up from the rest of  the body! We thank the Friends of  CHCC for 
funding the build of  the cabinet by a local craftsman. 

As always, we have new products in the shop from colour-in your 
own dinosaur t-shirts to Dr. Dean Lomax’s Prehistoric Pets book. 
We also have Jurassic Coast Pint glasses with fossils etched 
into them! We are adding new lines to the online shop too.  

Looking ahead to the Autumn we will be running a beach clean 
in conjunction with a student from Charmouth Primary School. 
This will coincide with the Great British Beach Clean, so look out 
for our posters and social media for details. Come November our 
Jurassic Art & Craft Fayre is set to take place again and details 
will be released in due course. For all the latest events keep an 
eye out on our website www.charmouth.org/chcc and our twitter 
and Facebook pages.

Ali Ferris. Charmouth Heritage Coast Centre. 
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If you live by or visit the coast it 
is definitely worth knowing about 
tides – not only is it interesting, but 

it could save your life. Sometimes the 
sea will be at the top of the beach, 
sometimes you might have to walk 
out across the beach some distance 
before you get to the sea. In some 
areas of the country, that could be a 
very long distance indeed. 

The tide comes in twice every day and 
goes out twice every day. That makes 
it sound relatively simple, but no. It’s 
a gradual process – the tide does not 
suddenly go from being in to being out or 
vice versa, it is constantly rising or falling. 
And while it might be Low Tide here, it 
will be High Tide somewhere else – even 
Southampton.  

How does this come about?  Tides are 
mainly caused by the gravitational pull of  
the moon and the sun, and the rotation 
of  the earth. However other things also 
affect tides: the tilt of  the earth, even the 
slight pull of  distant planets. Astronomers 
can predict tide times and heights very 
accurately. 

If  the sun is in line with the moon (either a 
full moon or no [new] moon), then the pull 
is stronger, and the sea bulges upwards 
farther. As the moon goes around the 
earth in approximately 28 days this bigger 
pull happens about fortnightly, and on 
opposite sides of  the Earth. This results 
in Spring Tides (nothing to do with the 
season), when we have higher High Tides 
and lower Low Tides i.e. the water comes 
farther in and goes farther out. Half  way 
between, with the sun and moon at right 
angles, known as quarter moon, there 
is less pull and so we get smaller tidal 
ranges known as Neap Tides.

These water ‘bulges’ pass us by twice 
a day, so we get two High and two Low 
Tides daily, with successive Highs at an 
average interval of  a bit over 12 hours. 
This means that times of  High, or Low, 
water moves on a bit every day. It also 
means that the height of  tide changes 
every day. The amount the sea rises and 
falls in one 6-and-a-bit hours is called the 
tidal range. 

So, what about here in Charmouth?  One 
noticeable thing here is that at Spring 
Tides (every 2 weeks when the tidal 
range is greatest), the Low Tide is around 
the middle of  the day, or night. That makes 
for good fossil hunting or simply having 
more space on the beach.  That of  course 
means that when there are Neap Tides, 
High Tide is near the middle of  the day 
and so there is much less beach. Not so 
good for spending time on the beach. 
This year (2022) the greatest tidal range 
was 4.27metres, (with a High of  4.61m 
and Low of  0.34m); while the smallest 
range was just 0.56m (High of  2.66m and 
Low of  2.10m). As this change between 
Low and High water has to happen in 

about six hours, you can see that when 
we have Spring Tides the water must 
come in, or go out, much faster in order to 
change height by several metres. 

As you can see from the following photos, 
the difference between High and Low 
Water can be significant. High Tide often 
means there is virtually no beach at all. 
You don’t want to be caught somewhere 
along the shore with the tide coming in 
as there is the risk of  being cut off, for 
example by being the wrong side of  a 
headland. There is no escape off  the 
beach if  trapped – attempting to climb the 
cliffs or mudslides is just not possible. 

 
West Beach-High Water Spring Tide–no beach.

 
West Beach-Low Water Spring Tide-with plenty of beach.

It is always therefore a good idea to 
check tide times before spending time 
on the beach, remembering that during 
your time there on any day, the amount 
of  beach available will change, perhaps 
considerably. However, you need to know 
that the heights of  tide are predictions 
rather than actual heights. Sea level 
is affected by weather and may well 
be higher, or lower, than predicted. The 
strength and direction of  the wind makes 
a difference and it’s not just the wind now, 
but the wind can have an effect even a 
day or so later.  A strong onshore wind 
(blowing from the sea to the shore) does 
not just push water towards the shore, 
but is also likely to create waves which 
can be unpredictable and therefore 
dangerous. High air pressure means that 
the sea level will be lower than predicted, 
while low air pressure means sea level 
will be raised. 

One common request is whether it is 
possible to walk to Lyme Regis along the 

shore?  There is no hard and fast safe 
answer to this. In general, the walk should 
only be done when the tide is on the way 
out and when it is nearing low water. But 
be warned - there are some Low Tides 
which are not in fact low enough even at 
Low Water to get there safely!  However, 
if  you are only here for a day or so you 
might not realise whether today’s Low 
Tide is really low enough. And some 
guidebooks suggest that you can walk 
along two hours either side of  low water 
– not true!

So due to the variability of  the tides and 
the changing effects of  weather such 
as wind and air pressure, it is always 
best to seek advice. Ask in CHCC 
(Charmouth Heritage Coast Centre) 
at the foreshore, or at NCI (National 
Coastwatch Institution) which can be 
found in the Lookout on the Green behind 
CHCC. Please also remember that the 
shore is rough and rocky, slippery and 
muddy (wear decent footwear), and if  you 
end up looking for fossils it’s easy to lose 
track of  time. The incoming tide covers 
the beach faster than you might expect 
so there is the risk of  being cut off  by the 
rising water, while the cliffs and thick mud 
can make it impossible to get to safety. 
There are two promontories between 
Charmouth and Lyme Regis, plus large 
rock and mud falls spreading across the 
beach can create additional temporary 
headlands. Remember – there is no way 
off  the beach between Charmouth and 
Lyme Regis

As noted above, there are some Low 
Tides when the tide does not go out far 
enough to safely walk to Lyme Regis. 
Compare the West Beach at a Low Neap 
Tide in the photograph below, with the 
photograph of  the same beach at a Low 
Spring Tide in the photograph further 
above.

 
West Beach - Low Water Neap Tide – very little beach. 
And yes, this really is low tide! Definitely no walking to 
Lyme Regis. 

Enjoy your time on the beach – 
and please stay safe.

Eden Thomson

Don’t be caught out by the tide!
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xxxFrom Discovery to Display - The Story of a Fossil

Each fossil specimen on display in 
a museum or for sale starts with 
a lucky find. The beaches in Lyme 

Regis and Charmouth yield a plentiful 
supply of fossils as cliffs crumble, fall 
and waves wash, erode and sort.  

The easiest-to-find fossils are washed from the 
Charmouth Mudstone and can simply be picked 
up from the shingle on the beach. Beautiful 
golden ammonites, belemnites, crinoid stems and 
occasional marine reptile bones can all be found 
simply by carefully searching the appropriate 
patches of shingle. There is a good mock-up 
of the beach in the Charmouth Heritage Coast 
Centre showing exactly what to look for and 
where. Usually, a wash and a scrub to remove 
the salt and mud then, provided they are kept 
dry, a beautiful specimen is ready for display in a 
collection. Sometimes following a storm quite large 
specimens can be found this way but usually they 
are partly still encased in limestone.

There are three typical reasons for carrying a 
geological hammer. Geologists use them to break 
a fresh surface, so the true colours of the minerals 
in a rock are clear which aids identification. The 
other main use is to reduce a sample to a suitable 
size for carrying back for study. This is the most 
common use for palaeontologists. In this part of 
Dorset one type of limestone, if hit correctly, will 
split beside the fossils revealing their beautiful 
calcite shapes on a freshly split surface. Most of 
the other hard rocks do not contain fossils at all. 
Other rocks break through the weak hollow centres 
of the fossils destroying, rather than revealing, 
them.  However, there is a primal joy in hitting a 
rock and the stress relief should be celebrated and 
the links to our long-dead ancestors of working 
with stone enjoyed.

When a specimen is found in limestone that does 
not split in a helpful way it is usually from a hint of 
the fossil showing on the surface. The key thing 
then is knowing which type of limestone it is. Many 
layers contain a multitude of broken fossils; only a 
few contain quality fossils which can be extracted 
with the right sorts of tools. There is a big step 
change in commitment from looking for those loose 
fossils to looking for the right sort of rock that, 
might, contain whole and extractable fossils. This 
really needs an understanding of some geology 
and local rock formations. There is also a sizeable 
financial investment in the tools needed to extract 
the fossil from these rocks.

The fossils as found: the edge of a nautilus  
and an ammonite

Richard Edmonds spotted this example on the 
beach in 2020 and kindly drew my attention 
to it knowing that I was making a study of the 
nautilus fossils from these beaches. This had the 
potential to be a very useful example with the 

ammonite providing precise dating for the nautilus. 
Ammonites evolved rapidly and each type can 
define a very narrow window in time. The fossils 
were in a large rock weighing about one tonne 
several hundred metres from the nearest car park.

Fossil preparation starts on the beach by removing 
as much material as possible using hammers and 
cold chisels. Planning which tools to take out on 
the beach is important. The right tools make the 
job easier, but they must be carried and taking too 
many limits the weight of the fossils that can be 
carried back. The timing and height of the tide is 
also important; extracting a fossil on a falling tide 
is safest and, if all goes well, gives access to the 
flatter sandy beach for bringing it back at low tide. 
If the extraction takes longer than planned, it is still 
possible to get off the beach with the fossil before 
the tide gets too high.

Knowing the types of fossils, it is possible to 
estimate how far they extend into the block and 
remove material appropriately. This usually means 
creating a line of weakness with hammers and 
cold chisels where you want the rock to split, each 
time checking to see that the rock is not cracking 
in the wrong direction.  If the rock cracks through 
the fossil it can usually be stuck back together later 
in the workshop. Meanwhile on the beach a break 
can help show exactly where the edges of the 
fossil lie during removal of excess rock. However, 
if this can be avoided it is better. For large fossils 
there is no alternative but to break them into 
sections for recovery from the beach.  Often, 
passers-by are interested and like to enquire 
about the process of fossil extraction, but work 
must be paused for their safety while explanations 
are made. The obvious effort involved can be 
estimated from the frequent comments to the effect 
that “you get a lesser punishment for murder these 
days”.

Rock broken in two after an hour or so of work

After a few more hours of ever more careful 
trimming the rock containing the fossils was small 
enough for two of us to carry off the beach. Lizzie 
Hingley, another local fossil preparator, kindly 
helped me carry this one. The local collectors often 
help each other with recovery of specimens. Lots 
of pauses were needed along the way. Eventually 
the rock was loaded into the car.  This is another 
consideration in that a large heavy rock in the 
car can do quite a lot of damage when going 
over a bump in the road. Those who have seen 
the television programme of “Attenborough and 
the Sea Dragon” will know that larger items are 
retrieved by boat. Moving heavy weights around 
always needs careful thought and planning to 
avoid injury.

 
Much reduced rock but still weighing 46kg

The process then moves to the workshop where 
the tools designed for preparing fossils are 
all powered by compressed air. A compressor 
followed by filters to remove dust and moisture 
is needed to protect the small-scale air-scribes 
and air-pens from damage. Some developed from 
dental tools and others from industrial engraving 
tools, but all specially adapted for fossil extraction. 
Each works best within a narrow range of air 
pressures, often different for different tools, which 
needs to be controlled with valves.

A selection of air-pens and points

The air tools come in a variety of sizes with 
different tips starting with large tools to remove 
in a controlled way the excess rock. This process 
produces a lot of dust, so dust extraction is 
essential. Rock dust is heavy so downwards 
extraction is preferred where gravity helps the rock 
dust move away from the preparator. Some people 
prefer to wear dust masks and they can be very 
helpful when working on a large item too heavy 
to move to the dust extraction area. Rock is not a 
pure chemical and the rock from the Charmouth 
area often contains fool’s gold (iron pyrite). Both 
rock dust and iron pyrite dust are dangers to health 
and so high-quality dust extraction is a necessity.

More of the fossils starting to show after  
removal of surrounding rock
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We always prepare fossils from what we can see 
slowly revealing further hints of the fossil. It is like 
unwrapping a Christmas present but very slowly. 
Early on it is clear which type of fossil you have 
but is it all there? Following round and defining the 
outline of the fossils shows the outer whorl of the 
ammonite is present but, most often, it is the centre 
that is missing. Sometimes a missing portion is 
interesting, showing evidence of predation. Other 
specimens are covered in shells and worms that 
lived on the surface of the shell or grew on it after 
death. Decisions must be made at each stage- 
what to save and what to remove or what the 
specimen might best be used to show. In this case 
being able to simply identify which nautilus and 
which ammonite would have been useful research 
information but as the cleaning process continued 
both the specimens seemed intact.

Working close to the fossil surface uses tools that 
remove a smaller amount of rock. The same more 
delicate tools are essential towards the centre 
of the specimen where one slip is enough to 
destroy the thin shell. Spiralling in and against all 
expectation the shell continued turn after turn. The 
centre of the nautilus was very deep and narrow 
but kept continuing. There was a pause while I 
fashioned a special long bit to finish chipping off 
the rock deep in the centre, but, happily, the spiral 
continued.

Part way through the fossil preparation  
following the spirals in

The final stages are very delicate using an air 
abrasive. This uses the compressed air, which 
must be very dry, mixed with abrasive particles 
to remove the final layers of rock from the fossil 
surface. There is a whole range of abrasives from 
the aggressive aluminium oxide to soft plastic 
beads. Usually, the best abrasive for the limestone 

fossils from our beaches is iron powder. Using a 
handpiece with a fine jet to control exactly where 
the mixture of compressed air and iron powder hits 
the rock and slowly the fossil surface is revealed 
in fine detail. This must be done in a cabinet to 
contain the abrasive and with dust extraction to 
remove the fine rock dust. Without dust extraction 
the cabinet quickly fills with a fog of fine rock 
particles and the clear vision needed for this 
delicate step is lost.

Most of the fossils prepared and only the centres  
waiting for very delicate finishing

It is not unusual to move back and forth 
between the air-pens and the air-abrasive. The 
best approach depends on keeping a clear 
understanding of where the fossil surface is so 
that the last layers of rock are removed gently. 
The last part is slow and the chances of making 
a mistake get higher with the delicate and thin 
shell near the centre. Most unusually both of these 
fossils continued all the way to the centre. At the 
end of this process the weight had halved from that 
brought off the beach to just under 23kg.

The finished Ammonite Nautilus pair, along with a 
step-by-step video of the preparation and a similar 
ammonite, before preparation starts, is on display 
in The Charmouth Heritage Coast Centre.

It is not uncommon for the centres of ammonites to 
need some reconstruction work to make them look 
perfect. But in this case, it was not needed.

In all, this example took many hours on the beach 
and nineteen further days in the workshop. As 
a retired person collecting and preparing fossils 
largely for interest these were not intense days. A 
commercial fossil preparator would have taken less 
time but still would have taken some days. 

The cost of the local specimens available in shops 
and online is not due just to the skill in finding the 
fossils but getting them off the beach and then 
prepared in a well-equipped workshop. People 
often ask for things they have found to be prepared 
but please consider the cost of the equipment 
needed, the skill and the time taken. In most cases 
people are advised that it is not worth preparing 
the item. This means that the commercial value 
of the finished product will be less than the cost 
of preparing it even if the hidden part is complete. 
Often the hidden portion is partly missing, crushed 
or otherwise damaged. Most fossil preparators have 
a long queue of things waiting for their attention. 
It is not uncommon to arrange for preparation to 
be undertaken but to stop when the cost (usually 
calculated in hours) reaches a certain value. 

Fossils found in the softer shale layers can be 
prepared in a similar way after slow careful drying. 
The air-pens are the same, but a softer medium is 
needed in the air-abrasive mixture. Crushed walnut 
shell works well but bicarbonate of soda is preferred 
by others. The latter needs very dry air which needs 
an extra drying stage added to the compressor. 
Such a system can be seen at the Etches Collection 
workshop where the fossils are mostly extracted 
from the shale layers at Kimmeridge. 

For anybody interested in cleaning their owns finds: 
A method like that used by Mary Anning can be 
used to remove limestone from fossils. This is done 
with careful use of a light geological hammer, very 
small cold chisels and hard steel pins which can 
be mounted in a pin vice. The next step up is an 
electrical engraving tool which is noisy and starts to 
introduce the risk of rock dust. Always wear a dust 
mask. Beyond that the investment in a compressor, 
air filters and dryers and a proper palaeontological 
air pen is a bigger step. The local suppliers of all 
these items are a company called Zoic PalaeoTech 
who have a large range of equipment for sale to suit 
all levels of experience and a helpfully informative 
website.

Heather has one of the several well-equipped fossil 
preparation workshops in the village and many 
years’ experience of collecting and preparing fossils 
both here and abroad.

Heather Salmon

Phil Davidson, Manager for Geology and Paleon-
tology at Charmouth Heritage Coast Centre says:

“The best place to look for fossils is in the loose 
material on the beach and NOT in the cliffs. 

“The cliffs are very unstable and you should make 
sure you keep your distance from them. Rockfalls 
and sticky mudslides should be avoided as they can 
cut off the beach on an incoming tide. 

“Always check the tide times before going 
out fossil hunting.”
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‘I’ve got bad news for you,’ Susan 
announced, perched on a sit-on 
mower, ‘I’ve never allowed it for the 
past fourteen years.’ 
There was a tone in her voice that 
conveyed strong disapproval. She 
couldn’t have chosen a worse time 
to stipulate the forbidden deed to 

dampen Gemma and Steve’s holiday mood. What did she mean by bad news 
the two campers thought, astounded at such a burst of anger?
The outraged Susan then set off as if she had got the green flag on the 
lawnmower’s starting grid, leaving the two campers smarting as if they had 
been stung on their bums by a bumblebee. 
What were they to do? Was Susan about to evict them from her precious field 
with a coarse grass that had never fully recovered from the trampling of herds 
and the bare earth of several flattened molehills? And the game of dodging 
dog poo across the field wasn’t their preferred option for playing croquet on 
the lawn!
When they first arrived, the farmer had introduced herself softly as Susan, 
seemingly at ease in her man’s grey trousers, tugged in her wellies and a crisp 
white short-sleeved checkered shirt that struggled to contain her generous 
bosom. Her hairstyle suggested she might favour a barber rather than a 
hairdresser salon. Maybe one of her brothers was handy with a pair of sheep 
shears? Looking at Susan’s stoop, Gemma imagined her like one of the 
milkmaids who once carried heavy pails of milk with a wooden yoke across 
their shoulders.  
Susan had led car and caravan into the field as if wanting to re-enact the 
red flag rule of 1864 for any self-propelled road vehicle to be preceded by a 
person walking at least 60 yards ahead with a red flag. 
Shame that in this magnificent view across the valley stretching far and wide 
to the sea, where silence was only interrupted by the distant sounds of mooing 
cows, the bleating of baby lambs or the screech of a pheasant, Gemma and 
Steve had unintentionally tampered with Susan’s grassy empire. They had no 
idea about the farmer’s stupid rule? She never mentioned it when they booked 
a pitch. 
But Gemma and Steve were in for another surprise when they found a grave 
behind trees, shading their caravan. It was covered with fresh soil, headed 
with a varnished wooden cross and crowned with a heart-shaped stone with 
the inscription painted in white, ‘Rest in peace Granddad with love’.
Gemma said to Steve, ‘And if it isn’t granddad’s body buried there but some 
camper? Were they safe to stay in her field for breaking the farmer’s fourteen-
year rule?
The following day, Gemma and Steve saw the damage. The grass must have 
trembled, being scalped by the vicious blades of Susan’s chariot. Why project 
such fury on the site that may have been the goose that laid golden eggs? 
The two campers mulled the question over dinner as to how far the woman in 
man’s trousers would go to defend the honour of the farm? She had told them 
it had been in the family for generations and passed on to her two brothers 
and herself. 
Gemma, who had read all the Agatha Christie books, wondered if the missing 
holidaymaker they saw mentioned in the local paper could be the corpse in 
the grave? Maybe Susan may have been pushed to commit this heinous crime 
and wrapped the camper’s body in the groundsheet he had used on the site. 
Were they next to join granddad’s grave for breaking her ruling? 
Surprisingly, Susan overlooked her 14-year golden rule of no groundsheet on 
pitches. The fistful of twenty-pound notes athletic Steve handed her distracted 
her from her ridiculous ruling.  
When Steve and Gemma drove past her cottage with their caravan in tow 
a few days later, Susan looked like thunder. Steve and Gemma wanted to 
tell the woman that the grass isn’t always yellower on the other side of the 
eco-groundsheet they had laid down, but they decided to drive off before it got 
ugly. 
Meanwhile, the police are still looking for a missing man last seen somewhere 
in the Charmouth area. 
© June 2022 Monique Newby

The Red Flag

Service holds its annual awards ceremony

Dorset & Wiltshire Fire and Rescue Service held its annual awards 
ceremony on Thursday 12 May.

After two years of online ceremonies due to the coronavirus pandemic, 
2022 saw a welcome return to a physical event, held for the first time at 
Tidworth Garrison Theatre.

The event recognised staff achieving 20 years and 40 years of 
public service. There were also presentations of Chief Fire Officer’s 
Commendations, recognising meritorious conduct that is above and 
beyond the call of duty, by staff, volunteers, partners and members of the 
public, as well as awards for Making a Difference, Young Achiever and 
On-Call Employers.

Long Service and Good Conduct Medals were presented to staff on behalf 
of HM The Queen by the Lord Lieutenant of Wiltshire, Mrs Sarah Rose 
Troughton, and the Deputy Lieutenant of Dorset, Mrs Catriona Payne. 

Other distinguished guests included the High Sheriff of Wiltshire, Lady 
Lansdowne; Danny Kruger MP; members of Dorset & Wiltshire Fire and 
Rescue Authority; and representatives of partner agencies including the 
Army and Wiltshire Police.

Chief Fire Officer Ben Ansell said: “After two years of online ceremonies, 
it was wonderful to bring everyone together to celebrate the depth and 
breadth of work being delivered by all parts of our Service, across our 
prevention, protection, emergency response and corporate functions. 
We are truly ‘OneTeam’, working together to be trusted community 
leaders, supporting individuals, businesses, groups and partners to be as 
safe as they can be across the constituent authorities of Bournemouth, 
Christchurch & Poole, Dorset, Swindon and Wiltshire.”

He added: “As well as recognising the achievements of our staff, it has 
been an opportunity to personally thank the families and friends who have 
supported them and the work of our Service.  It is often this support that 
has enabled the quite outstanding achievements to take place.”

Details of medal and award recipients for this year can be found at www.
dwfire.org.uk/awards-ceremony-2022 

For further information, please contact:

Louise Knox 
Senior Communications Officer 
Dorset & Wiltshire Fire and Rescue Service

tel 07841 951111 
www.dwfire.org.uk 
@DWFireRescue

Pic shows (l-r) Firefighter Andrew Morel and Temporary Watch Manager Sean 
Gillings (2020 recipient), both of  Charmouth fire station.
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At the bottom of  one of  the display boards alongside this bridge 
over the  River Char is a tiny notice which reads: 

The Lower Char Community Project was formed in early 2022 
with the aim of  helping our river recover to the point where we 
will not have to ask “Is this water safe to swim in?” Our goal is to 
bring the community together in a shared push to revive, protect 
and celebrate our beautiful river.

We plan to:

• find out where the pollution is coming from, whether from run-
off  from the land, leaking septic tanks or sewage spills

The Lower Char Community Project

Photo by Dana Assinder

• raise funds to train volunteers in testing the water quality of  
the River Char with West Country Rivers Trust and measure 
pollution levels in the river on a regular basis

• hold community arts and citizen science events to celebrate 
and explore our river and research initiatives to encourage 
wise and informed water use (which will also reduce your 
water bills!)

• link up at a later stage with the River Char Community Project 
which is working along similar lines on the Char tributaries to 
the north of  the Charmouth Parish boundary. 

A major problem for Charmouth is that surface water from 
many houses in the village passes directly into the sewage 
collection pipes rather than into the surface water road drains. 
The result is, during heavy rain an enormous amount of  extra 
water flows into the combined sewer and ends up at the 
sewage treatment works, triggering a storm overflow which 
prevents sewage from backing up into our houses and flooding 
them. These overflows happen in heavy rain on average about 
15 times a year at the pumping station and about 60 times a 
year from the sewage works. Clearly the overflows from the 
pumping station are worse because the screened but untreated 
sewage goes into the river, down to Charmouth pool and then 
across the beach, which is why it’s extremely unwise to swim or 
go in the river after heavy rain. The situation is exacerbated by 
the increase in population during the tourist season. 

Recently Wessex Water gave us a tour of  their water recycling 
plant and we are working closely with them: 

• to explore ways of  helping residents to install water butts and 
pumps to water their gardens rather than letting the rainwater 
amplify the foul water. 

• to create reedbeds to hold, filter and purify the polluted 
overflow before it enters our river and also create a rich and 
biodiverse habitat for wildlife.

• to investigate how to protect local homes from flooding as 
summer storms and other extreme weather events become 
more common. 

If  you would like to make the Char a healthy river to swim in 
again, please join us via our website www.riverchar.org/join or 
email rivercharmonitoring@gmail.com 

We’ll send you occasional newsletters and let you know about 
ways that you can help. 

If  you’re able to support us with a donation, please visit  www.
riverchar.org/donate – thank you!

Edited by Chris Lakeman-Fraser

Martin Taylor 
LANDSCAPE LTD

• Grass and Hedge Cutting  
• Turfing • Patios 
• Seeding • Ponds 
• Walls • Fencing  
• Drives and Paths

FOR FREE  
ESTIMATES

Landscaping and 
Groundworks 

Mini Digger  
Compact Tractor  

For Hire
www.martintaylorlandscapeltd.co.uk 

taylor_landscape@sky.com

07831714635 01297 560486
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We Remember - Pat Stapleton

My mother was born 
Patricia Ann Cruxton 
in 1924 at Sutton 

Coldfield, Warwickshire.

Intelligent and academic she 
was lucky enough to attend 
the Sutton Coldfield Grammar 
School for girls. She told me 
that they were expected to 
study science and do well in a 
way that might not have been 
the case if  it had been co-ed. 
She loved her school and did 
well becoming head girl and 
excelling in all the sciences.

A love of  the arts was satisfied 
by the ‘3 Arts Club’, which she and her younger brother, Donald, 
founded. The group remained friends forever and though 
dispersed around the world continued to meet until a few years 
ago. In 1941 she and Donald spent the summer touring with a 
marionette show from Colwyn Bay to Liskeard performing at, 
amongst other venues, the Pump Room in Bath.

My mother left school in 1943 and rather than be assigned war 
work she decided to enlist in the WRNS. Her talent for science 
was recognised and she was trained as radar mechanic. On 
completing the course she was asked where she would like to 
serve, she chose Scotland and so was promptly dispatched to 
HMS Hornet, the Coastal Forces base at Gosport. Here she 
checked and repaired radar sets on all the MTBs (motor torpedo 
boats). These small, fast and maneuverable craft were stationed 
at home but struck out at the enemy rather like the RAF forces. 
After a few weeks a flotilla of  American PT boats arrived and 
to the surprise of  the crews she was sent out to check their 
equipment. She in turn was shocked to find that the boats had 
fridges and coffee machines, not quite the wartime austerity she 
was used to.

In June ’44 the harbour became increasingly full of  naval craft 
until you could have crossed from one side to the other stepping 
from deck to deck. My mother was then transferred to the 30th 
flotilla, based at Lowestoft. When she arrived on the evening of  
the 5th of  June every street was packed with army vehicles, next 
morning all had gone, D-day had begun. Here, at HMS Mantis, 
patrols continued. When free my mother sailed on the broads 
and at infrequent parties discovered gin and lime. One of  the 
boat crews had the chance to disembark in France and brought 
back tiny bottles of  scent for their ‘wrens’.

After the war my mother continued her academic career at 
Newnham College, Cambridge. She was one of  a handful 
of  women studying Natural Sciences. She said that the 
atmosphere was slightly strange as the students were a mixture 
of  people who had served during the war and school leavers. 
She loved the University, enjoyed May Balls, and threw herself  
into her studies.

To complete her Cambridge experience she took up rowing and 
in 1948 was part of  the Cambridge University ladies rowing 
eight who beat Oxford that year.

After graduating my mother worked briefly as a teacher but 
didn’t enjoy the job complaining that the male teachers were 
more childish than the boys. So when, in 1951, the opportunity 
of  a job at PYE Cambridge came up both the work and a return 
to that city attracted her.

PYE were developing television technology, which shared 
much of  its basic design with radar, this suited my mother 
perfectly. She started as a graduate apprentice but soon 
became a development laboratory engineer. The small research 
department she joined was friendly and inclusive. My father 

worked for PYE and so they met and while traveling for the firm 
developed a relationship.

Trade fairs were important, many countries were investing in 
their first tv networks. So at a time when most people were not 
traveling abroad my mother was lucky enough to demonstrate 
PYE apparatus in cities across Europe including Brussels, 
Copenhagen and Milan. Their gear was delayed in Italy giving 
the team a chance to visit Venice. They also went to Baghdad 
and as far afield as New Zealand, my mother traveling out via 
Asia and back via America.

With PYE my mother visited the Festival of  Britain, 
demonstrated an early videophone in 1952 and watched their 
pioneering coverage of  the Queens Coronation in colour.

My parents decided to marry in 1955 and both moved to 
Associated Rediffusion, one of  the new ITV companies, who 
launched to air on 22nd September 1955. Back then Rediffusion 
covered Wimbledon and my mother told me how nice it was, on 
her break, to watch the tennis and eat strawberries.

In the late fifties my mother left Rediffusion to start a family. It 
had always been her wish to have four children, being one of  
four herself, and she carried the plan through with Nick, Penny, 
Kate and Chris.

In 1968 Rediffusion lost its franchise and my father was made 
redundant. Rather than continue his tv career my parents 
decided to find a small business to run together. After a long 
search they bought The Court Hotel in Charmouth and we 
moved in during the summer of  ’69 [See Shoreline issue 44].

The next few years were very hard work in which the whole 
family was involved but the huge benefit was that we spent lots 
of  time with my father. During this period fire precautions where 
established, the health inspectors told us we had to cover the 
beautiful kitchen floor in horrible concrete, VAT was introduced 
and cheap Spanish holidays changed the trade forever.

Sadly my father developed cancer and after a long illness he 
died in 1983. This was a sad step change for my mother and we 
moved out of  the hotel and across the road to Langley House 
in 1985. My mother taking over The Little Dairy delicatessen in 
Lyme Regis, which she ran for several years.

After my father died my mother enthusiastically joined many 
village groups. She served on the Parish Council (being a 
member of  the foreshore committee), was on the Charmouth 
British Legion Committee and that of  the Charmouth Wrens 
Association. She also served as a trustee of  what had been the 
Shoe and Stocking charity. In the 90’s she joined the committee 
of  the Dorset Cambridge Society. She also volunteered at the 
primary school helping children to practise their reading.

During the 80’s the parish council decided to help educate 
the public about the joys and dangers of  fossil hunting on 
our unstable cliffs. My mother and others thought that the old 
cement factory would be a good site for this enterprise and they 
bravely climbed a ladder up into the disused first floor. There 
amongst much dust they started what is now the successful 
Heritage Coast Centre. She worked as a volunteer in the centre 
for many years. She was also a founding member and on the 
committee of  the Charmouth Local History Society.

Eleven years ago ill heath forced my mother to use a wheelchair. 
Despite this set back she did her best to continue living her life 
as fully as possible.

My mother was definitely a glass half  full person who took every 
opportunity that presented itself  and thus led a very rewarding 
and rich life. She is irreplaceable and will be sorely missed.

Penny Stapleton
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Shoreline Charmouth - Village Diary
Adult Art Class Mon 9.30am-12.30pm (term 

time only)
Village Hall, Wesley Close Trudi Ochiltree  

07812 856823

Badminton Club  
(experience required)

Mon 8.00 – 10.00pm Community Hall, Lower Sea 
Lane

Simon Farrington  
07870 662823

Badminton (social) Tues 7.00 – 10.00pm Community Hall, Lower Sea 
Lane

Charlie Portlock 
cmportlock14@outlook.com

Beavers Scout Colony  
(ages 6-8)

Mondays 5.30 – 6.45pm The Scout Hut, Barr’s Lane Karen 07799 500720 
karen.southcott@btinternet.com

Bowls Club 
Summer: 
Winter Short Mat Bowls:

 
Sun, Tues, Thurs 2 – 5.00pm  
Tues 2 – 5.00pm

Playing Field, Barr’s Lane 
Community Hall Lower Sea 
Lane

Mike Jackson-Bass  
01297 560484
mjbass@waitrose.com

Brownies (ages 7-10) Wed 5.30 – 7.00pm  
(term time only)

St Andrew’s Community Hall, 
Lower Sea Lane

Lorraine Thom 07888 695022
LorrT6@aol.com

Bridge Club 
(partners can be provided)

Thurs 7.00 – 10.30pm Charmouth Community 
Library, The Street

Stephen Penty
07753 493512

Charmouth Local History 
Society

No regular meetings at 
present

Phone for information Helen Parker 561580

Charmouth Twinning 
Association

No regular meetings at 
present

Phone for information Peter Bonner 560251

Charmouth Village People
(Fun Activities)

One Wednesday per month. 
Please call Judith for details

The Village Hall Judith Howells 07906 840950 or Kath 
Harper 07803 131757

Charmouth Village People: 
Meet Ups (Social afternoons)

Every Friday 2-4pm Bank House Café Judith Howells 07906 840950 or Kath 
Harper 07803 131757

Cherubs 
(Toddler Group 0-4 year old)

Wed 9.30 – 11.30am Village Hall, Wesley Close Kerry Whatmore
07858 910086

Cub Scout pack 
(ages 8-10½)

Thurs 5.30– 6.45pm The Scout Hut, Barr’s Lane Morris 07734 321904 morrisevans@hotmail.
co.uk or Kevin 07976 534517 payne.kevin@
gmail.com 

Explorer Unit (ages 14-18) Wednesday evening 6.30-
8.00pm

The Scout Hut, Barr’s Lane Clare 07932 089602
claremackenney@yahoo.o.uk

Gardeners Outings, talks and social 
events

Village Hall, Wesley Close Penny Rose 561076

Green Group Email for details Julie Leah
charmouthgreen group@gmail.com

Guides Email for information Email for information Debbie Thatcher
1stcharmouthguides@gmail.com

Knit and Natter group Thursday 2 – 4pm St. Andrew’s Community Hall Jan Coleman 561625

Line Dancing Mon and Tues afternoons from 
2.00-3.15pm

Village Hall, Wesley Close Andrea Harfield 
01297 561083

Parish Council Meeting 4th Tuesday of every other 
month 7.30pm

The Elms, The Street Lisa Tuck 01297 560826
clerk@charmouthparishcouncil.gov.uk

Rainbows (ages 5-7) Wed 5.30 – 7.00pm  
(term time only)

St Andrew’s Community Hall, 
Lower Sea Lane

Lorraine Thom 07888 695022
LorrT6@aol.com

Stitch and Knit Tuesdays 10.30 – 12.30pm Charmouth Community 
Library, The Street

Pat Keogh 01297 489571

Scout Troop (ages 10½-14) Thurs 6.45– 8.15pm The Scout Hut, Barr’s Lane Alex 07922 078093
turningstones@talk21.com

Tennis Club Charmouth Lawn Tennis Club Kevin Clausner 07860 249443
www.charmouthtennisclub.org

Wyld Morris  
dancing practice

Wed 7.15pm Pine Hall,  
Monkton Wyld Court

Briony Blair 01297 489546

With apologies for any errors or omissions. Please send any corrections to editor@shoreline-charmouth.co.uk 
Some of  these groups are on hold at the moment due to covid-19. Please contact their leaders for the latest information
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Shoreline Charmouth - Local Contacts
EMERGENCIES POLICE Police, Fire, Ambulance or HM Coastguard 999 or 112

PCSO Amanda King 6090 for Community Police issues (ask by name) 101

Non urgent call number for reporting incidents / enquiries 101

Bridport Police Station, Tannery Road 101

FIRE and RESCUE West Dorset Fire and Rescue Service — Group Manager 01305 252600

HM COASTGUARD Sidmouth Road, Lyme Regis (Not 24 hours) 01297 442852

DOCTORS The Charmouth Medical Practice, The Street, Charmouth 01297 560872

The Lyme Practice, Lyme Community Medical Centre, Lyme Regis 01297 445777

NHS Direct — 24-hour Healthcare Advice and Information Line 0845 4647

HOSPITALS Dorset County Hospital, Williams Avenue, Dorchester 01305 251150

Bridport Community Hospital, Hospital Lane, Bridport 01308 426202

DENTISTS Dorset Dental Helpline 01202 854443

PUBLIC TRANSPORT National Rail Enquiries — Information on Timetables, Tickets and Train Running Times 08457 484950

National Traveline — Information on Bus and Bus/Rail Timetables and Tickets 08712 002233

EMERGENCY Gas 0800 111999

Electricity (Western Power Distribution) 0800 365900

Water (Wessex Water) 08456 004600

Floodline 08459 881188

Pollution (Environment Agency) 0800 807060

CHEMISTS Charmouth Pharmacy, Mr Yang, The Street, Charmouth 01297 560261

Boots the Chemist, 45 Broad Street, Lyme Regis 01297 442026

Lloyds Pharmacy, Lyme Community Care Centre, Uplyme Road, Lyme Regis 01297 442981

SCHOOLS Charmouth County Primary, Lower Sea Lane, Charmouth 01297 560591

The Woodroffe School, Uplyme Road, Lyme Regis 01297 442232

CHURCHES St Andrew’s Parish Church, The Street, Charmouth. Revd Chris Martin 01297 561065

CHARMOUTH HALLS Village Hall, bookings Gill Savage 01297 560615

St Andrew’s Community Hall, bookings Faye In Abode 01297 560505

Youth Club Hall, bookings Polly Wild 07890 629117

Charmouth Library (up to 20) bookings Jill Lewis 07954038297

BEFRIENDING Charmouth 07736 825283

COUNCILS

CHARMOUTH PARISH Chairman — Peter Noel 01297 561017

Clerk — Mrs L Tuck, The Elms, St Andrew’s Drive, Charmouth 01297 560826

Heritage Coast Centre, Lower Sea Lane, Charmouth 01297 560772

Beach Attendant, Charmouth Beach 01297 560626

DORSET COUNCIL Councillor — Belinda Bawden– cllrbelinda.bawden@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk 01297 443739

County Hall, Colliton Park, Dorchester — All services 01305 221000

DORSET’S PORTAL FOR COUNTY/DISTRICT/TOWN/PARISH COUNCILS AND OTHER AGENCIES www.dorsetforyou.com

LOCAL M.P. Chris Loder, House of Commons, SW1A 0AA or e-mail chris.loder.mp@parliament.uk 0207 219 3912

CITIZENS’ ADVICE St Michaels Business Centre, Lyme Regis (Wed 10am-3pm) 01297 445325

45 South Street, Bridport (Mon-Fri 10am-3pm) 01308 456594

POST OFFICES 37 Broad Street, Lyme Regis 01297 442836

LIBRARIES The Street, Charmouth 01297 560640

Silver Street, Lyme Regis 01297 443151

South Street, Bridport 01308 422778

South Street, Axminster 01297 32693

SWIM / LEISURE Bridport Leisure Centre, Skilling Hill Road, Bridport 01308 427464

Flamingo Pool, Lyme Road, Axminster 01297 35800

Newlands Holiday Park, Charmouth 01297 560259

CINEMA Electric Palace, 35 South Street, Bridport 01308 424901

THEATRES Marine Theatre, Church Street, Lyme Regis 01297 442394

Arts Centre, South Street, Bridport 01308 424204

Guildhall, West Street, Axminster 01297 33595

TOURIST INFORMATION Guildhall Cottage, Church Street, Lyme Regis 01297 442138

Bucky Doo Square, South Street, Bridport 01308 424901
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Website: www.axminsterprinting.co.uk  Email: sales@axminsterprinting.co.uk
Address: Axminster Printing Co. Ltd. West Street, Axminster, Devon EX13 5NU

PRINTING & DESIGN SERVICES

Axminster Printing Co Ltd 01297 32266

Not just a Printing Company.... Established in 1969

Leaflets, Posters, Booklets, Books, Labels, Tags, Menus, Banners, Magazines, 
Canvas’s, Order of Services, Headings, Business Cards, Appointment Cards, 
Compliment Slips, Headed Cards, Bookmarks, Invoice and Order Forms, 
Delivery Forms, Folders, Vouchers, Loyalty Cards, Wedding and Business 
Stationery, Plans, Prints (any Size up to A0) and so much More....

We have a range of card making supplies from firms such as Hunky 
Dory, Trimcraft and Crafts Too - from card blanks, card toppers, 
glitters, printed papers, rubber stamps and stamping accessories.

STATIONERS

ARTS & CRAFTS SUPPLIES

• Stationery for School or College 
• Postage and Packaging Supplies
• Filing Products
• Paper, Writing and Drawing Instruments
• Notebooks & Invoice Books

All the local news 24/7
lyme-online.co.uk

Soft Furnishings
curtains, blinds, loose covers, cushions

alterations to curtains and clothes

Jillian Hunt

07792 287701

Jillian Hunt Seamstress

curtainscharmouth@gmail.com

www.curtainscharmouth.co.uk

BYMEAD HOUSE
Nursing & Residential Home

Bymead House is a medium sized Nursing and Residential family 
run home in the picturesque seaside village of Charmouth. Our 
philosophy focuses on personal choice, individual freedom and 
comprehensive care which is shared by all our staff and is reflected 
in the home’s calm and friendly atmosphere. At Bymead quality 
care and a home from home is truly embraced. We offer a highly 
professional and exclusive care service for the elderly with a 
personal touch.

Recently awarded GOOD following our CQC Inspection under the 
new regulations.

For further details or to arrange a visit please contact the Registered 
Manager Amy Blacklock on 01297 560620.

Bymead House, Axminister Road, Charmouth, DT6 6BS.

manager@bymead.co.uk

www.bymead.co.uk

A selection of eye treatments are now 
available with Molly including:- Eyelash lift 
& tint, eyelash tint, eyebrow shaping, tint-

ing & waxing & eyebrow lamination. 

For more information and pricing  
call or pop in!

OUR OPENING HOURS ARE:
Tuesday 9.00 - 5.30

Wednesday 9.00 - 5.00, Thursday 9.00 - 7.30
Friday 9.00 - 5.30, Saturday 8.30 - 1.30.

Shetland House, The Street, Charmouth 

01297 560221 Whatsapp 07852 505834
Find us on Instagram Lou.t_thesalon
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Bumbles is a unique gift
shop located directly next

to Charmouth stores.
Selling a range of

beautiful gifts, candles,
jewellery, scarves, Italian

clothing and cards. Gift
vouchers available for

the perfect gift! 
 

bumblescharmouth@gmail.com 

@bumblesofcharmouth

@bumbles

Follow us!

01297 560 304

About us!

With flexible levels of service ranging from booking agent to full property 

management, we pride ourselves on working in partnership with our owners 

and tailoring our services to provide a professional, personal package to suit all 

requirements. With a commitment to quality, our portfolio of over 300 properties 

includes everything from modern seafront apartments to thatched rural cottages.

Why not ask us for a free consultation and financial assessment.

lymebayholidays.co.uk | 01297 443363

BOOKING AGENT WITH TARGETED MARKETING OF YOUR PROPERTY  |  HOUSEKEEPING  |  KEY HANDOUT  

MAINTENANCE, INCLUDING 24 HOUR EMERGENCY COVER  |  LINEN PROVISION  |  WELCOME HAMPERS


