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• The supply and fit of carpets, vinyls and luxury vinyl tiles 
to all areas of the home

• Professional and courteous fitters
• Furniture moved and old flooring lifted and disposed of

• Leading brands and manufacturers
• Made to measure blinds and curtains

• Always offering beautiful home accessories

THE STREET, CHARMOUTH.  01297 560505 

S h o r e l i n e  W i n T e r  2 0 2 3

Friendly Café 
located in the 
centre of the 

Village serving 
breakfast,  

lunch, cakes & 
cream teas.

Friendly Café 
located in the 
centre of the 

Village serving 
breakfast,  

lunch, cakes & 
cream teas. 

01297 561600

At Fortnams we go the extra mile from 
start to finish, and as a bonus we now 
offer 360 degree online marketing tours 
with integrated floorplan all as part of 
our service. 

Contact us now for a no obligation free 
valuation to discuss 
your plans & update 
what YOUR home is 
now worth.

DEMAND FOR 
PROPERTIES 
OUTSTRIPPING SUPPLY 
IN CHARMOUTH & 
SURROUNDING AREAS

The property market has experienced an 
unprecedented rise in prices in recent 
months with excellent local sales for us 
here at FSB. This remains buoyant with 
many properties achieving higher than asking price due to 
very high demand for our coastline community.

Coastal & Countryside specialists for W.Dorset & E.Devon 
offering Estate Agency Services for the last 40 years!

The Charmouth Team Teresa, Sam, Beki and Judy

We would like to introduce to you Samantha Martin - our new additional experienced 
negotiator who joined our team last year!

CHARMOUTH 
STORES

Don’t forget us for your  
Christmas food and drink

Open until 9pm every night

The Street, Charmouth. Tel 01297 560304

Amazing range in store
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editorial 

All Shoreline iSSueS cAn be Seen online AnD in Full colour At  
www.chArmouth.org/chArmouth_villAge/Shoreline-mAgAzine/

What next for Shoreline?

We have been giving a great 
deal of thought to the future 
of Shoreline. We have also 

talked to many people who will sadly 
miss the regular appearance of the 
magazine - but no-one has a solution, 
nor indeed the time and skills to help.

We have tried, unsuccessfully, to expand 
the team over the past 3 years and 8 
issues, but now we have decided that 
we are unable to continue the heavy 
commitment on our own. 

In the absence of anyone being interested 
in assuming responsibility for the 
continued publication of the magazine in 
its present format, this issue will be the 
last. 

One thought we had was that a 
‘Charmouth Parish Magazine’ could 
take Shoreline’s place with the following 
suggested attributes: 

•	 A much simpler format (A4 or A5), 
perhaps created with Microsoft Word 
or Publisher.

•	 A variable size depending on the 
number of contributions

•	 Continue to be a free issue 
publication published monthly or 
quarterly, possibly delivered by 
volunteers within the village

•	 Continuity of advertising to cover 
printing costs

•	 Continuity of Local Contacts and the 
Village Diary pages

•	 ‘Toolbox’ available of details 
of contributors, subscribers, 
and advertisers subject to their 
agreement.

•	 Some initial funding may be available 
to cover setup costs but then it 
should become self-funded.

What is needed, as soon as possible, 
is someone to co-ordinate details of the 
replacement publication and to recruit a 
new team to spread the load. 

Perhaps an informal open meeting within 
the village may be worth organizing as 
a start? Readers interested in attending 
such a meeting are invited to email: 
 
editor@shoreline-charmouth.co.uk 

We will then help to organise the meeting 
at an appropriate venue, depending on 
the number of readers’ responses.

liz and roger Sansom

Special thanks are due to our 
proofreaders, Ros Cole (issues 43-46 

and previously) and Sally Dolan (issues 
47-50), who both added the final bit of 

professionalism to each issue before 
 it went to the printers.

SUBSCRIBERS

Some subscribers to Shoreine have 
paid for future copies beyond issue 50.

After publication of this last issue we 
will be refunding these subscriptions 
on a pro-rata basis for those issues we 
will not be publishing.

As we continue to seek a positive future for Shoreline, discussions are 
taking place with another local publication which is also reviewing its 
future. There may be some synergy between that magazine and Shoreline, 

leading to the possibility of some future joint enterprise. 

The	business	models	of	each	publication	are	somewhat	different	but,	if	these	 
differences	can	be	reconciled,	both	publications	may	stand	to	benefit.	

Any news of a positive outcome to these discussions will be communicated to  
Shoreline contributors, advertisers and subscribers via e-mail and posts on the Village 
Facebook noticeboard.

The lead article from Shoreline Issue 1, Storm Force 12!, 
is reproduced to the left showing that extreme weather 
conditions are not unique to today’s weather patterns.

Jane	Morrow’s	first-ever	editorial	is	reproduced	below	and	
readers are invited to recall her enthusiasm that led to the 
establishment of this well-loved magazine. We can only 
regret that, owing to many understandable reasons, the 
willingness to help produce it has not survived the years.
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Parish Council news
•	 Thank you – It has been a very busy summer at 

Charmouth Beach and although the Council found itself 
short	of	staff,	the	existing	staff,	Dave,	Alan	and	Steven,	as	
well as the returning Seasonal Beach Assistant, George, 
worked “above and beyond” to ensure standards continued 
to	be	met.	The	Parish	Council	would	like	to	thank	the	staff	
publicly for their continued hard work.

•	 exciting opportunity – Charmouth, along with Swanage 
and Bude, has been allocated a considerable sum of 
money from DEFRA via Dorset Council as part of the 
Coastal Transition Accelerator Programme. At the time of 
writing we are waiting to hear more!

•	 Play equipment – Some of you, probably the younger 
members of the community, will have noticed that some 
new play equipment has been installed at the Playing 
Field in Barrs Lane. The new tower system replaces the 
old wooden equipment which was donated by the Fayre 
Committee back in 1995 and had unfortunately come to the 
end of its safe life. In addition, a basket/sensory swing has 
been installed to provide deep pressure and proprioceptive 
input to the body through its swinging motion. It can also 
help improve balance, coordination and body awareness. 
The swing is made to accommodate children of varying 
ages and with the design and size of the basket swing seat 
offering	extra	security,	this	swing	is	also	a	great	idea	for	
children with additional physical needs or those who need 
more assistance.

•	 Dog PSPo consultation – Following the recent 
consultation, Dorset Council is to consider the proposal that 
the restrictions at Charmouth remain the same as currently.

•	 Parish Councillors – The Council is delighted to have 
co-opted a new member of the Parish Council – Sally 
Roberts moved to Charmouth last year, having lived in 
Lyme Regis for 20 years. She brings life experience as a 
humanities teacher to the role and will sit on the Foreshore 
and Planning Committee initially. Sally is welcomed 
wholeheartedly.

The Council now has Councillors in 9 of the 11 possible 
spaces. The current Councillors are a dedicated team 
and	committed	to	making	improvements	that	benefit	
parishioners. The Parish Council is a formal, legislated body 
in the third tier of Local Government and therefore is a bit 
more restricted than informal organisations. Please don’t 
let	this	put	you	off;	things	may	take	more	time	to	implement	
but it is still possible to make changes for the good of the 
village.	If	you	are	interested	in	finding	out	more	about	what	
being a Parish Councillor entails and would like to shape 
Charmouth for the future, please contact the Clerk, Lisa 
Tuck	for	an	informal	chat	or	browse	our	website	to	find	out	
what we do www.charmouthparishcouncil.gov.uk. 

Formal elections will take place in May next year and so 
now, in the run-up to the election, is an ideal time to be 
co-opted to see if the role is for you in the run up to the 
election. We really look forward to hearing from you!

Charmouth Parish Council

A VIEW FROM WESTMINSTER

Since my last column for Shoreline, there have 
been	several	significant	developments	for	our	
coastal communities, including Charmouth. 

It was announced in late September that this seaside 
village	will	benefit	from	this	investment	of	approximately	
£3 million to improve the resilience of local heritage and 
tourism assets under the Coastal Transition Accelerator 
Programme: Additional Projects. After working closely 
with DEFRA (Department for Environment, Food and 
Rural	Affairs)	and	the	Environment	Agency,	I’m	glad	to	
have secured this investment, which will go towards 
improving the resilience of local heritage assets and 
car parking areas in Charmouth. We should not forget 
that, Charmouth is rich in heritage assets, and when the 
tourist season arrives, it is one of the main destinations 
along our Jurassic Coast. I look forward to supporting 
and being involved with these local projects as they 
develop. 

There’s also been positive news at nearby West 
Bexington, where Wessex Water has completed an 
£800,000 scheme to cut the discharges of untreated 
storm water on the Jurassic Coast. The new pipeline is 
designed to protect the villages of West Bexington and 
Swyre,	but	it	will	also	play	a	significant	role	in	improving	
water quality along West Dorset’s coastline. This 
investment is one of a package of investments scheduled 
by the water company: in the next round of investment, 
West Dorset is set to receive a share of £900m from 
2025	to	remove	phosphorous	from	storm	overflows.	
It follows a meeting I had with Colin Skellett, CEO of 
Wessex Water, where I made it clear to him that more 
needs to be done to tackle pollution entering our rivers 
from the company’s waste recycling centres and storm 
overflows.	

In other news, I’ve been directly involved with the 
implementation of a new single-use plastics ban, which 
will greatly reduce the amount of plastic pollution 
entering our rivers and oceans. Under the Environmental 
Protection	Regulations	2023,	the	supply,	sale	and	offer	
of a range of single-use plastics has been banned from 
1st	October.	This	includes	plates,	bowls	and	trays;	cutlery	
and	balloon	sticks;	and	polystyrene	food	and	drinks	
containers. 

Since the ban has been enforced, I’ve visited West 
Bay to evaluate the impact. It’s good to see such a 
reduction already in the amount of litter on the beach and 
esplanade, and I am grateful to all our local businesses 
for complying with the regulations. This ban is a major 
step towards the Government’s target of eliminating 
all avoidable plastic waste by 2042, but it is clear that 
there is more to be done. That’s why I’m calling on food 
retailers and supermarkets to tackle the plastic blight of 
every aisle. In each store there is a sea of plastic which is 
non-reusable, unrecyclable, and unnecessary. It is in the 
interests of food retailers and supermarkets to voluntarily 
reduce – and ideally end – their reliance on single-use 
plastic packaging.

It’s	also	worth	mentioning	briefly	my	support	for	the	
re-designation	of	Church	Cliff	Beach,	Lyme	Regis,	as	
a bathing beach. The good people of Lyme Regis have 
been	without	a	designated	bathing	beach	at	Church	Cliff	
Beach since 2015, when it was de-designated by the 
Environment Agency. I believe that re-designation will 
bring	innumerable	benefits	to	the	local	community	and	
economy, and I have reiterated this to the Environment 
Agency. As always, if you would like to contact me, 
subscribe	to	my	newsletter,	or	find	out	more	about	my	
work you can get in touch by email: hello@chrisloder.
co.uk

Chris loder MP
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The End of  An Era!

After 50 issues and 15 years, regrettably the time has 
come for Shoreline to cease publication. 

Towards the end of 2020, Jane Morrow and her team, who had 
produced the magazine for 12 years, decided they were unable 
to continue to produce further issues for various understandable 
personal reasons. 
Roger and Liz Sansom managed to ‘keep the show on the road’ 
for a further 8 issues. But, without other help coming forward, the 
difficult decision was made that they could no longer do the work 
of the former team of four!
Thanks are due to the advertisers who have enabled the free 
issue magazine to continue, the regular contributors who have 
helped fill the pages, and the many readers who have enjoyed 
reading Shoreline over its 15 year life.
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The Abbot’s house - The house of Five Centuries - part 3The Abbots house - The house of Five Centuries - part 3

Although i had entered the Abbots house in the 
past for one of their delightful themed suppers, it 
was still something of a mystery to me. After some 

years of research, i presented a copy of my booklet to the 
current owners, nick and Sheila Gilbey, who made me very 
welcome and provided me with additional information on 
the more recent history of the house. They then gave me a 
guided tour of the property and allowed me to take some 
photographs. i have used some of these in this article as 
the interior is not normally seen by the public. The Gilbeys 
have restored the house to a very high standard and i was 
astonished by how much has survived from its original 
construction in 1525. The view of the exterior does not 
do it justice, as so much is hidden. There are a number 
of impressive windows and doorways that had been 
previously blocked in. if you could remove the partitions 
and two previous extensions of 1815 and 1939, most of the 
fine	16th century house could still be seen.

I am strongly under the impression now that the name “The 
Abbots House”, instead of “The Queens Arms” is perfectly 
correct. It was no doubt intended to be lived in by Thomas 
Chard towards the end of his life, which would explain 
the quality of materials and workmanship employed in its 
construction.	His	cousin,	Raffe	Tybbe	was	Steward	of	the	
village, no doubt occupying his house. 

Thomas spent a fortune on improvements to Charmouth before 
King Henry VIII seized Forde Abbey. This is clearly seen in 
the English Heritage listings of the George, Charmouth House 
and the Old Manor. The roofs and other features date their 
construction to the early 16th century. Another building now 
sadly lost was the former “Rose and Crown” whose deeds held 
in	the	Record	Office	at	Taunton	date	back	to	before	1561	when	
it was owned by the Abbey. Its name was to changed over 
the centuries and it was lately called the “Wander Inn”. It then 

went	into	decline	and	was	finally	demolished	in	2003	with	the	
two	properties	Swiss	Cottage	and	Red	Bluff	now	occupying	
the former site. The famous author, Hutchins, in his History of 
Dorset writes that the village Church, then called St. Matthews, 
was rebuilt at the beginning of the 16th century as a result of a 
bequest. In 1525 the village had a population of at least 200, 
based	on	the	Lay	Subsidy	Roll	of	that	year.	Raffe	Tybbe	was	
one of the 23 taxpayers, which indicates its importance.

In the authoritative Royal Commission Survey of Historic 
Monuments there is a long detailed listing of all the original 
features of the Abbots House noted in their survey of 1950. 
The Commission chose the four most important examples 
of mediaeval secular buildings in the county and provided 

floor	plans	of	them	as	they	would	have	originally	appeared.	
It wrote that “The most complete building of the same type is 
the Queen’s Arms Hotel at Charmouth, which retains all the 
evidence	of	the	original	internal	arrangement;	it	had	a	hall	with	
a withdrawing-room at one end and screens, buttery, pantry and 
kitchen at the other end.” I was excited to see that one of the 
other four chosen was nearby at Abbots Wootton, near Wootton 
Fitzpaine. It was almost the contemporary of the Abbots House 
with	similar	surviving	plank	and	muntin	panelling,	fireplaces	and	
panelled ceilings. It too had once been the Grange House for a 
large estate belonging to the abbey at Abbotsbury, just as the 
Abbots House had a similar association with Forde Abbey. 

In my researches I was very fortunate to purchase a rare copy 
of the Memoirs of Thomas Chard D.D. Last Abbot of Forde 
Abbey. It provided valuable information about him and his 
family, the Tybbes. It seems that he was eager to spend the 
abbey’s vast reserves and income on new buildings before 
it was seized by King Henry VIII. As well as improvements in 
Charmouth he carried out similar projects in places associated 
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with his family. These included the south transept and porch of 
St. Michael’s Church at Awlicombe in 1532 and St. Michael’s 
Hospital and Chapel in Honiton in 1530. The latter is especially 
interesting as it still stands on the edge of the town in superb 
condition and provides an insight as to how the Abbots House 
must have looked originally. This is especially the case with its 
decorative windows. They are identical to those that can no 
longer be seen on the exterior of the Abbots House which were 
filled	in	long	ago.	This	has	helped	greatly	in	my	attempt	to	reveal	
how the house would have looked in 1525. I have created a 
composite picture by placing the original door in the centre and 
the windows back where they would have been to provide an 
impression of how it would have once appeared. 

In the past I have questioned whether King Charles II actually 
stayed at the inn in 1651. It did not make sense that such a 
fine	building	should	have	ended	up	as	an	inn	when	there	were	

at least three nearby. These were the George, The Fountain 
(Charmouth House) and the Rose and Crown (demolished). My 
researches relating to the Abbots House revealed that it had 
earlier been owned by the wealthy Limbry family who rented it 
to George and Margaret Wade whose names appear in records 
of	the	time.	This	is	the	house	with	five	chimneys,	second	only	
in grandeur to the Manor House, occupied by William Ellesdon 
in the Hearth Tax list for the village in 1664. It was the Limbry 
family who sold it in 1673 to John and Elizabeth Stoakes, 
relatives of Margaret Wade for just £140. They in turn soon 
afterwards sold it to the wealthy widow, Eleanor Floyer. It was 
her daughter, Grace who was to marry the minister, John Brice. 
He subsequently left it as a bequest to the Congregational 
Church with an endowment. 

It	was	not	until	1930	that	it	was	finally	sold	by	them	and	
converted into a hotel, which it has been until recently. As the 
building was the manse for the minister for over 250 years, 
little was spent on it apart from an extension by Rev. Benjamin 
Jeanes in 1815 for a school room. It is for this reason that so 
much of the original interior has survived to this day. 

I	have	really	enjoyed	finally	tracing	this	house	back	to	when	it	
was built in 1525, which is coincidentally almost 500 years ago. 
I especially wish to thank the present owners, Nick and Sheila 
Gilbey for all their assistance with this article.

Charmouth	can	be	very	proud	of	possessing	one	of	the	finest	
mediaeval buildings in the country. The reference in the 1564 
Survey of it being the “Fairest House in the Town” must still ring 
true after all these years. 

If	you	wish	to	find	out	more	about	this	and	other	houses	in	the	
village I recommend my website: www.freshford.com. 

neil Mattingly. 
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i never used to be a runner. 
i’d never felt the need 
to pound the streets 

and hills in the lycra-clad 
pursuit	of	fitness,	fun	and	a	
sense of achievement. But 
all that changed.

After spending my working life 
teaching Early Years, running 
a special needs nursery in 
Stoke Mandeville and raising 
my own three daughters, re-
tirement was looming. It was 
time for a change, and we 
moved to Charmouth in 2012.

I	wanted	to	get	fit,	so	our	daughters	encouraged	me	to	down-
load the NHS Couch to 5k podcast. It steadily takes you through 
alternately walking and running, gradually increasing distances 
until, much to my surprise, I found that I could actually run 5 kilo-
metres. Not only that, but I enjoyed it!

But what next? There are only so many routes that you can run 
around in Charmouth, and hills are unavoidable. I tried going 
over	to	Lyme	which	had	longer	flat	routes	but	running	over	
Fernhill to get there was a challenge in itself and I confess that I 
occasionally phoned my husband to get a lift back.

Then a parkrun was started up in Seaton. A weekly 5km run 
which, although you are timed, is not a race. You are running 
against yourself and seeing if you can improve. I was made very 
welcome and suddenly found myself running with 200 other 
people rather than jogging around Charmouth or Lyme Regis 
with only the early morning dog walkers for company.

One Christmas my daughters bought me entry into the Wey-
mouth	10k,	my	first	competitive	race.	The	following	year	they	
gave me entry into a half marathon race in Yorkshire. It was on 
Easter Monday but instead of a sunny spring morning it was 
snowing and zero degrees! To help to train for it I joined up with 
a group that I had met during parkrun, Axe Valley Runners, who 
are based in Seaton.

So, what is my next challenge? Well to celebrate my 70th 
birthday,	Weldmar	Hospicecare	have	offered	me	one	of	their	
(scarce) places to run in the London Marathon in April 2024! 
It’s a daunting prospect to run the equivalent of Charmouth to 
Taunton. I might not win the marathon but just getting to the end 
will be a success.

I’ll be raising money for 
Weldmar Hospicecare, 
our local Dorset-based 
charity. If you can, 
it would be great if 
you could show your 
support and make a 
donation. 

For more details go to www.justgiving.com/page/dianalondon-
marathon2024 or scan the QR code.

If you see me out training through the long winter months a 
shout of ‘Come on Diana’ would be much appreciated! 
Thank you.

Diana Burn

Run Diana Run!

i caught the ‘bird-watching 
bug’ when i was quite 
young and now almost 

70 years on i have not 
progressed much. i 
struggle to name some 
small brown birds and i 
can’t	tell	the	difference	
between a marsh tit and 
a willow tit. one of these 
comes to my bird feeder 
but i can’t tell which one.

One of my earliest memories was looking out of my bedroom window in my 
parents’ house in Aldershot. Four beautiful jays were in our garden, I still recall 
the thrill of seeing them. Such a sight was too good not to share and I felt sure 
Dad would want to see, with no thought that he had got back from a show 
about 3 hours ago. For those of you who don’t know, my Dad, Arthur English, 
was an actor and comedian. In their bedroom Mum woke first and after seeing 
the funny side poked Dad several times to get up. At last he followed me to 
my bedroom, stood for 2 seconds looking out the window, then turned to go 
back to bed. When he got to my door he stood still for a moment. The penny 
dropped. Those beautiful birds were having the time of their lives in his veggie 
patch. He opened the window and shouted loudly to go away, well, words to 
that effect!! It must have worked, I never saw them again.

Jays are without doubt the most beautiful of the crow family. Oddly, I have 
never yet seen one in Charmouth. I live a couple of miles out so I suppose 
that is near enough. Jays have an extraordinary habit called ANTING. They lie 
with their wings out on an ants nest letting the ants crawl all over them. Having 
seen this I can tell you it is quite alarming.

Bird-watching cuts across many barriers. If you go for 3 weeks to the Outer 
Hebrides, you’re a bird-watcher. If you go for a couple of hours in the local 
hide, you’re a bird-watcher. By the way if you do this when it is not a hot day I 
suggest wearing something warm, a flask and a cushion. If you look out your 
kitchen window at the sparrows on the bird table, you’re a bird-watcher.

Watching sparrows has an advantage. If something different turns up you will 
spot it. You may not know what it is but you will know it is different, as did I 
when I saw a tree sparrow with its chestnut cap and white collar, very much 
rarer than a house sparrow. One bird often confused with the sparrow is the 
dunnock. It has a grey neck, pinkie/orange legs and a fine delicate beak. 
Rather than feeding on bird tables they tend to peck around underneath. 

Keep an eye on the sky too. Many birds fly overhead and unless you look you 
won’t know they are there, unless of course they are geese then you will hear 
their wings and they tend to sing as they go. Well, sing, no one has told them 
they can’t sing!! I have seen, red kites, peregrine falcon, lapwings, heron, 
cormorant and many others flying over. One bird I’m hoping to see is the sea 
eagle. That is not as daft as its sounds as they have been reintroduced in the 
Isle of Wight and one was seen last year over in Devon. It must have flown 
over Charmouth to get there. 

A bird I was thrilled to see in my garden recently was the grey wagtail; in fact 
there was a pair. That is not the black and white one you often see in car 
parks; they are pied wagtails. The grey wagtail is sometimes mistaken for the 
yellow wagtail; the grey wagtail has a yellow belly and grey back, whereas the 
yellow wagtail is mostly yellow top and bottom. Whatever wagtail, they all do 
the same thing, run along the ground a bit, stop then wag their tails. We are 
not sure why they do this and I have often thought if I learnt wagtail language 
and asked them ‘‘why do you wag your tail?’’, they would answer, ‘’because I 
can!!’’.

Happy bird watching.

Tony english

Bird Watching Bug
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Charmouth Community library

The library celebrated its 10th 
anniversary as a Community library 
at the end of July with an afternoon 

tea, despite the most awful weather 
imaginable!	Difficult	to	believe	we	have	
been going that long. 

The library participated in the Charmouth entry to ‘South West 
in Bloom’. While the village has not yet heard the results, The 
Royal Horticultural Society and South West in Bloom have 
presented the community library with a separate ‘It’s Your 
Neighbourhood Award’ as part of the process, at a level of 4 out 
of 5. 

During the summer, we received two water butts as part of the 
Green Charmouth initiative, for which we are very grateful. 

Over the last couple of years we have run several Lego days, 
attended by a number of children, both local and visitors. In the 
last Shoreline, and via other publicity, we made it known we were 
seeking to make a collection of our own Lego as our borrowed 
Lego was going back to its owner. As a result, we have had 
several donations of pieces and of money to purchase pieces. 
In particular, we would like to thank the David Bettes Bequest 
(see separate article).  In September, Richard Main (President) 
and Jim Moseley (President Elect) of The Rotary Club of 
Lyme Regis, came to the library to present us with a wonderful 

amount and range of 
Lego pieces which 
will be very much 
appreciated and 
enjoyed by our young 
friends. These had 
been purchased with 
the bequest, using 
a ‘shopping list’ 
provided by our Lego 
coordinators. 

We are still seeking a volunteer Digital Champion to provide 
locals with advice on software, website services, online 
services like shopping and banking, devices (laptops, printers, 
smartphones, tablets), social media, apps or anything similar. 
Please talk to a library volunteer for more information. 

Being a Community Library means that while the books, book 
circulation service and IT are provided by Dorset Council along 
with a few hours from a Council librarian, the library is run as a 
charity;	we	own	the	building	and	land	and	so	have	to	pay	all	bills	
and maintenance. This year as well as hiring out the Clematis 
Room for meetings and events, and running a well-stocked 
second hand ‘bookshop’ in the Clematis Room and on occasion 
elsewhere, we have had Plant and Book Sales, interesting talks, 
and a new jigsaw library – just right for those wintry days. 

Run by volunteers for the last 10 years, our Community Library 
is open four days a week – Monday and Wednesday afternoons 
14.00 to 16.30), and Friday and Saturday mornings (10.00 to 
12.00).  As a library member you can borrow books of all kinds, 
fiction	and	non-fiction,	for	adults	and	for	youngsters.	Several	
Book Clubs are supported, and you also have access to audio 
books, DVDs, online magazines etc. There is often a choice of 
reading on paper or digitally. Provided items are returned on 
time, most borrowing is free. 

By	the	time	you	read	this,	the	Post	Office	is	likely	to	be	being	
operated from a mobile van. The Library would like to thank you 
all	for	your	support	of	both	the	Post	Office	and	the	library.	

A	leaflet	is	available	giving	more	information	about	the	
community library. Why not become a Friend of the Library and 
help support the long term existence of the library in our village? 
Think about the next 10 years.

Do	come	and	talk	to	us	about	what	the	library	can	offer	you.		As	
volunteers we will always do our best to help.

eden Thomson

DAVID BETTES BEQUEST
The late David Bettes, a past President of The Rotary Club 
of Lyme Regis, left a sum of money to the Club to be spent 
as determined. Knowing David’s interest in the education 
of young people, the Club decided to split the monies 
between Lyme Regis Library and Charmouth Communi-
ty	Library.	Discussions	with	the	appropriate	library	staff	
followed.

The	Club	agreed	to	purchase	several	specific	packs	of	
Lego for Charmouth Community Library. The volunteers 
there have found it particularly enjoyed by younger children 
and a useful early learning tool, with a number of Lego 
days being very popular and instructive. 

Being a Community Library means that the library is run 
as a charity. This charity owns the building and land, and 
thus has to pay all bills and maintenance. The David Bettes 
Bequest from the Rotary Club of Lyme Regis has therefore 
been very warmly received. 

David and his wife Margaret lived for many years in The 
Wellhead on The Street.

Article from The rotary Club of lyme regis, adapted 
by eden Thomson
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Free eXchange Café

news from St Andrew’s Church

hello! i’m the revd Ginny luckett 
and i’m delighted to be able to 
contribute to Shoreline on behalf 

of St Andrew’s because there is a lot 
going on.

Firstly, the CEILING! If you have not been 
into the church lately, please come and 
have a look, because a largish chunk of 
plaster has come down from the ceiling 
and we now have super-strong safety 
netting covering the rest of the ceiling just 

in case any more decides to fall. Our church architect, Marcus 
says, Victorian ceilings coming a bit loose in places is quite 
common, so he was nowhere near as surprised as we were! 
Thankfully, it came down in the night when the church was 

closed - there is a God after all! We have 
started	a	big	fundraising	effort	so	if	you	
would like to support the refurbishment of 
the inside of the church then please use 
your phone camera on the QR code (left) to 
find	the	link	to	our	giving	page	and	please	
give generously. Thank you. 

Secondly, Thanks for all those involved 
in our summer concerts, the Free eXchange Café and our 
community café as well as those involved in our worship 

services. There is a lot of life in St Andrew’s with new things 
happening every month. We had a good opportunity to take 
stock and celebrate at our recent Harvest Service (see opposite 
page) as we were able to welcome Ali Taylor to speak about 
the vision and hopes we all have to enable St Andrew’s to 
be a community space with a café at its heart, where all are 
welcome. It’s a bold vision and there is lots to do but we are 
grateful for so much community support and encouragement. 
I	remain	filled	with	hope	that	it	will	come	to	pass	and	I	join	my	
prayers with those of many others who look forward to the vision 
becoming a reality. 

Lastly, Remembrance and Christmas. Please join us and the 
rest of the village as we remember all those who gave their 
lives during the two world wars and as we pray for peace in our 
troubled times. The service starts at 10.35am on Sunday 12th 
November at the Memorial with a procession along the main 
road to the church. We are grateful to all those who are taking 
part in the procession and the service. Then at Christmas, St 
Andrew’s will join in with all the festivities with a Carol Service 
6pm on Sunday 17th December - all welcome, the ever popular 
Children’s Crib Service at 3pm on Christmas Eve - come 
dressed as your favourite nativity character and join in the 
fun!	and	finally,	our	chilled	and	festive	Soul	Soak	Christmas	
Communion 5pm on Christmas Eve. See you then! If not before. 

revd Virginia luckett

A Free eXchange Café 
with an Unexpected Twist 
Just when you think you 
have organised everything 
and all is under control, 
something happens to scup-
per your plans. That was 
the case for the last Free 
eXchange Café of 2023 on 
the 9th September. 

With only an hour or so 
before the Café was due to 
open, an issue was identi-
fied	with	the	church	ceiling	

that meant the team had to rearrange its standard format in the 
church and set up the event in the church grounds. 

With great team work, the cafe was set up quickly and in time 
for visitors to exchange some pre-loved items, have a chat, a 
cuppa with a piece of home-made cake and bask in some won-
derful late summer sunshine. 

A massive shout out to the team of volunteers who made this 
happen and of course the 109 visitors (previous attendance was 
101) who visited St Andrew’s Church. 

Here’s to next year, a repaired church ceiling and a new series 
of Free eXchange Cafés

John Smith

All Shoreline iSSueS cAn be Seen online At  
www.chArmouth.org/chArmouth_villAge/Shoreline-mAgAzine/
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Harvest Festival  
at St Andrew’s  

Charmouth 2023

Displays by Jenny Holding, Anne Kirton and Caroline Bovill 
Photography by Roger Sansom
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Date for your New Year Diary:

 ‘Wit and Wisdom Quiz’
 Quiz Master Steve Pile

 Friday evening 8th March 2024
 All proceeds go to the Weldmar Hospice

 Details to be announced nearer the date

 Contact Chris Bateman (mobile 07912324804)  
for more information 

Luckley House Concert

The	first	Changing	Spaces	event	since	the	‘roof’	
(or more accurately, the ceiling) fell in, took 
place on the 21st october when The luckley 

house School choir from Wokingham entertained us 
with a long-planned concert of music. The damage 
to the ceiling occurred just six weeks before the 
concert was scheduled and it was feared that the 
event would have to be cancelled, or at least an 
alternative venue found.

Once the ceiling’s safety was ensured, despite a ‘blitz’ of 
publicity throughout West Dorset and East Devon only 55 
visitors were present to enjoy this spectacular occasion. 

The performers comprised 19 students, with several of 
them being members of county and national youth choirs 
and orchestras. Hua-Lin Cheng very ably accompanied 
the students on the piano under the musical direction of 
Janice Ellwood.

The performance displayed all the vitality, enthusiasm 
and joy of youth, whilst achieving a high professional 
standard. The programme ranged from the sedate pre-
cision of Bach to a wonderful, passionate rendition of a 
medley of songs from Les Misérables.

At the end of the concert the audience gave the choir a 
well-deserved standing ovation. They further demonstrat-
ed their enjoyment with a generous donation totalling 
more than £400, which was shared between the School 
and Changing Spaces.

roger Sansom

All Shoreline iSSueS cAn be Seen online At  
www.chArmouth.org/chArmouth_villAge/Shoreline-mAgAzine/

Junior Athletic Club – 5 years young!

As	the	old	expression	goes	‘doesn’t	time	fly	
when you are having fun’. Well, yes i tend to 
agree. 

It’s been just over 5 years since I tentatively set up a 
‘pop up’ Junior Athletics Club in the village not really 
knowing what the reaction would be from the young 
people of Charmouth. To my surprise I had a great 
reaction. So much so I am delighted to say it is thriving, 
having delivered over 150 classes and coached over 50 
junior athletes. The club is still going strong delivering 
twice-weekly Funetics classes in the village, which 
includes a brand new after-school weekly athletic class at 
Charmouth Primary School. 

Funetics is a fun and inclusive kids athletics programme, 
created by England Athletics, to help 4- to 11-year-old 
children across the country to learn, develop and practice 
running, jumping and throwing skills all year round, for 
a	healthy	confident	future.	Funetics	provides	a	safe,	fun	
and nurturing environment for children to develop funda-
mental	movement	skills	and	confidence	to	help	support	
them	in	different	sports	in	the	future.

My	aim	for	the	not-for-profit	club	was	always	clear	
and that was to provide new and inclusive sporting 
opportunities for young people in a rural community 
setting such as Charmouth. With the kind support of 
England Athletics, the Parish Council and of course the 
many parents you who have trusted me to help their 
children to experience the wonderful world of athletics 
can I say a big thank you. I would also like to say many 
thanks to my young coaching leader Alexis Watson who 
helps me out each Saturday. 

Here’s to the next 5 years!

Coach John 
Founder and Coach of Charmouth Junior Athletic Club 
(C.J.A.C)
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have you noticed how memories can be triggered by 
unexpected events? There’s no doubt it happens.

One afternoon in early October this year, as I walked the 
couple of hundred yards from home to the village shops, a 
thunderstorm struck. The storm was out at sea, so there was not 
much	rain,	but	the	spots	were	heavy,	the	sky	briefly	turned	black	
as	pitch	and	the	firmament	was	shattered	by	lightning	and	great	
crashes of thunder.

I dodged into Charmouth Stores. By the time my shopping 
was done, only a few minutes, peace had returned. I stepped 
outside, looking up and down The Street. There were parked 
cars of course. When is Charmouth ever free of parked cars? 
Otherwise I might have been alone in an empty village. Not just 
empty but scrubbed clean, abandoned.

Instantly, and quite irrationally, it brought to my mind a French 
song called Les Petits Cafés. It was all the rage in France in 
1967, sung by Anne Vanderlove, a lilting waltz time chanson, 
evocative of the piano accordion and blue striped sailor shirts. 
It is still a favourite with amateur choirs. It tells of a seaside 
village, closed down for the onset of winter. No more songs, no 
boats, no girls, no more walks at the edge of the sea, shops 
shut and the shutters up at the front of the old café. Thankfully, 
Charmouth never gets quite that winter weary, having The 
George and The Royal Oak for shelter and the Stores open all 
hours. But for just a minute or two, Charmouth had stopped, 
considering what was going on.

My wife and I long ago gave up being Eurotravellers. Driving on 
the wrong side of the road is not for octogenarians. But for more 
than half a lifetime, from Germany through the low countries 
to the north of Spain, although principally along the roads of 
France, we have bashed several generations of our well-worn 
cars. Our simple escapades have been sprinkled with colour, 
not least because it has been our pleasure to arrive on an 
early morning ferry, at out of season times of the year, to make 
our unplanned journeys along byways rather than highways. 
In this way we have breakfasted in many a café unused by 
English tourists and ended up benighted in small towns we had 
previously never heard of.

My postcard shows The Hotel Restaurant de la Poste in 
Joinville,	as	it	still	was	in	1955	on	my	very	first	French	
adventure. The actual photo is probably pre-war. Nowadays the 
restaurant has been reborn as an optical illusion for passing 
motorists, a mural, painted on the entire gable end of the 
building,	now	in	completely	different	use.	In	the	rain-swept	
Charmouth Street, all of this and more came back in a rush of 
precious memories.

I recalled a winter evening when we drove into the square of 
another small town somewhere near Limoges and scanned the 
frontages in the hope of a night’s rest. There was one well-lit 
window, although inside the chairs were already being lifted onto 
tables.

The sign above said ‘Hotel, Café Restaurant’. We went in 
hopefully. In response to my request for a room, the patron 

shrugged and said, “Alors, the hotel has closed for the winter, 
but the rooms are still ready. You can have one if you wish. The 
hotel	entrance	is	next	door.	The	rooms	are	on	the	first	floor.”	And	
he gave us the key.

We chose one with an enormous mahogany Belle Époque bed 
and	matching	wardrobe,	sufficient	to	hold	the	whole	of	Narnia.	
No heating was on, but the supply of bedclothes left no fear of 
being cold. Downstairs again, the patron, who was obviously the 
chef also, politely asked what we would like to eat but clearly 
hoped we would share the family supper, just ready to serve. 
The restaurant was at the rear, but we agreed that he should lay 
a	table	in	the	deserted	café.	By	the	time	we	finished,	every	one	
of the remaining chairs had been put onto their tables and the 
shutters were drawn. Before leaving for the night I asked if the 
car would be alright parked outside. He shook his head. “You 
should move it to the car park along the street,” he said, adding 
ominously “Tomorrow is market day.”

Next morning, we let ourselves out of the front door and stepped 
into a living painting by Bruegel the Elder. At some hour before 
daylight, the market had appeared. The square was heaving. 
Market traders, farmers and smallholders had their stalls in full 
swing and early-bird customers were already busy looking for 
their bargains. We opened the door to the café to be assailed by 
a great blast of heat, noise and Gitanes smoke. Half the market 
crowd was inside seeking early sustenance. Monsieur le Patron 
waved us in, gesturing to a table he had somehow managed 
to reserve for our breakfast. For half an hour or so, we became 
part of the hubbub.

I settled his modest bill and we parted with much genuinely 
warm hand shaking, then it was out into the relatively fresh air to 
continue our wintry meandering into the next little adventure.

Alan Dodson

Small cafés. Tiny adventures.

We	have	finally	started	up	again	and	look	forward	to	
welcoming old and new friends to our meetings. We 
are meeting monthly on Tuesdays from 2pm until 

4pm in the Club room behind St Andrews Community hall, 
lower Sea lane. 

We have already visited Torquay and Trago Mills – scenery and 
shopping in one hit! We held a meeting at the Bank House Café 
and the group decided to hold monthly meetings with speakers 
and tea and cake! We will also be holding other events such as 
a Christmas Party and celebrate events throughout the year. 

Our day trips are popular and the next 
one is on the 5th December to Bourne-
mouth Christmas market. We do need 
to	fill	all	the	seats	to	offset	the	cost	of	
the coach which is now around £500 a 
day. We will have to ask for payment up 
front to ensure we cover the cost, but will 
refund if the trip is cancelled or if due to 
personal change of circumstances you 
cannot travel. 

In November a lovely lady from T Snook 
in Bridport, came and talked about the history of hats and bring-
ing examples to show. 

On January 9th we will be having a Wassailing Celebration with 
food, singing and a toast to the health of the apple trees and to 
welcome in the New Year.

Contact Judith Howells for details about any of the activities and 
future events in the New Year. 

Have a Merry Christmas from us all. 

Judith howells - 07906 840950

Charmouth Village People
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Since the 1890s Charmouth’s traditional village show 
has been drawing the crowds and on 12th August was 
no exception. Both halls in the village were packed 

with people, locals and holidaymakers alike, who had come 
to	see	the	650	exhibits	on	display.

As	well	as	the	usual	flowers,	fruit	and	vegetables	there	was	a	
range of handicrafts including knitting, embroidery, woodwork, 
painting and drawings with a particularly impressive display of 
artwork from Charmouth Primary School. 

The	Village	Hall	was	filled	with	the	aroma	of	freshly	baked	
bread and scones and this year there were eighteen Dorset 
apple cakes inspired by the memory of Pat Stapleton (using 

her recipe) whose family had donated a lovely new trophy to 
the show. Of course, no show would be complete without a 
fine	range	of	jams	and	chutneys.	The	photography	section	
proved popular too. Visitors could also buy refreshments with a 
delicious selection of homemade cakes and hot drinks available.

Thank you so much to the 30 volunteers, the 150 people 
who entered exhibits, the judges and the many people from 
the village who came along to support the show. Everyone 
contributed to make this long-standing traditional show such a 
success.

Diana Burn, Show Secretary

PriZe & TroPhY liST - ChArMoUTh GArDenerS 
VillAGe ShoW 2023 

Wyn	Durbridge	Bowl	 Best	Vase	of	Garden	Flowers/Shrubs;	 Jan	Coleman
Marcel Clouzy Cup Best exhibit in Floral Arrangements  Jan Plummer
BD Founders Trophy Best Dahlia Exhibit   Anthea Gillings
Joe Tisshaw Trophy Best Exhibit of Sweet Peas  Jan Coleman
The Rose Vase  Best one stem Hybrid Tea Rose  Diana Burn
The Richard Wood Cup Best in Rose Classes   Diana Burn
Stan Durbridge Bowl Best Pot Plant    Jan Coleman
Grace Laker Cup  Highest points in classes 7, 27, 28, 29, 30 Ivor Clist
Poppleton Cup  Best Exhibit in Flower Classes  Keith Shaw
Diploma in Horticulture Worshipful Company of Gardeners award  
   for a Worthy Exhibit in Flowers  Angela Turner
George Cup  Best Exhibit in Fruit & Vegetables   Ron Dampier
Diploma in Horticulture Worshipful Company of Gardeners award 
   for a Worthy Exhibit in Fruit & Vegetables Ivor Clist
Thalatta Cup  Best Exhibit in Adult Handicraft   Gerard McKeown
Children’s Cup  Most awards in Children’s section  Finley Kite  
        Arabella Turner
Mattingly Pudding Plate Best Lemon Meringue Pie   Kathy Fereday
The Stapleton Plate Best Dorset Apple Cake   Chris Hinton
Clouzy Cup  Best Exhibit in Home Produce   Vicki Dunstan
Horton Cup  Most points in Home Produce   Vicki Dunstan
Moseley Cup  Best Photograph    Rob Davis
Norah Kidd Trophy Most points in Photographic Section  Vicki Dunstan
RHS Banksian Medal Highest points in Flowers,  
   Fruit & Vegetables Classes   Jo Sage
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CHARMOUTH GARDENERS
Dates for your diary 2024:

All the following talks will take place in the Village 
Hall, Wesley Close. The talks all start at 2.30pm with 
refreshments	available	from	2pm.	Everyone	is	welcome;	
there is a £2 charge for non-members. 

New	members	are	always	welcome;	we	arrange	a	full	
programme of talks, trips and social events as well as 
the Annual Village Show. Annual subscription is £5 per 
person;	contact	the	Membership	Secretary	on	01297	
561625 if you wish to join.

Thursday 18th January. Mr Philip Gamble from Garden 
Reassurance in Lyme Regis will give a talk on “ Colour in 
the	garden	without	flowers”.

Thursday 15th February. Annual General Meeting 
followed by a talk given by Mr Clive Groves from 
Groves Nurseries, Bridport entitled “Trekking through 
the Himalayas through a nurseryman’s eyes”. Plus an 
opportunity to renew subscriptions for 2024-2025.

Thursday 21st March.	Mr	Steve	Jeffries	from	Dorchester	
with 39 years of horticultural experience will talk on 
“Shrubs for everyone”. 

Karen east

Charmouth Traders was set up 12 years ago to put 
on	the	first	Christmas	Fayre	in	Charmouth.	This	has	
been run nearly every year since and our members 

and advertisers have also funded Christmas trees and 
lights on the shops, Christmas lights on the lamp posts 
in The Street and a very successful website – www. 
Charmouth.com.

This year the Christmas Fayre will be on December 1st with 
events at both pubs, the church, library and village businesses. 
We are hoping for as successful evening as last year.

The 2024 Charmouth Calendar is selling well – an ideal 
Christmas gift! Make sure you get yours from Morgans, 
Herringbone or Charmouth Stores before they run out.

The village website attracts more than 100,000 visits a year and 
gives visitors and potential visitors invaluable information on the 
many attractions in and around Charmouth. Advertising is very 
reasonable at only £35 per annum and to be included potential 
advertisers should contact phil.tritton@gmail.com. We also 
publicise local events and contact details for local organisations. 
Email Phil Tritton with details or amendments.

Charmouth Traders

on 
SAle 

now AT £6.99  

Now in the shops 

so get yours 

before they run 

out!

Charmouth Stores upgrades 
chillers and freezers

Following on from our new look a couple of years 
ago, we have now upgraded our 12-year-old 
chillers and freezers in the shop to larger, more 

energy	efficient	units.	These	units	will	accommodate	
more products so that our customers can have even 
more to choose from. in addition, we have replaced 
our ancient backup fridges and freezers with a cold 
room	and	a	freezer	room,	significantly	reducing	our	
carbon footprint. We are also hoping to install solar 
panels in the area behind the shop subject to planning 
permission.

We	are	very	proud	to	offer	a	personal	delivery	service	to	
people who cannot get to the shop or just prefer deliveries. 
Orders can be telephoned or emailed to us or you can shop 
in store. We do not automatically substitute items and call 
you to discuss alternatives if something is not available. We 
deliver at regular times on Tuesdays and Thursdays. We 
only charge £2.50 per delivery – much cheaper than other 
shops and our personal service is second to none. Call us 
on 01297 560304 or pop in to discuss your requirements.

We have now run Charmouth Stores for nearly 19 years 
and are looking forward to celebrating 20 years in February 
2025!

Charmouth events

This year has been very frustrating as bad weather 
caused both Parties in The Park to be cancelled 
cancelled and also our november 4th	firework	display	

at the beach. Additionally, for various reasons, several 
Movie	Nights	were	called	off.	

However, we are determined to keep staging events in  
Charmouth as these are always very much enjoyed. Unfor-
tunately, Movie Nights will not restart until the New Year as 
the hall sound system is no longer functioning to the required 
standard. 

We	are	delighted	to	be	staging	the	first	pantomime	in	Char-
mouth for many years. Touring Pantos are a professional team 
who will put on 2-hour matinee and evening performances of 
Cinderella on Sunday 3rd December. Tickets are £10 and £12 at 
tickettailor.com.

The Committee are very grateful for the many people who  
volunteer to help at our events – thank you! However, we are 
short of a couple of people to help organise these. We meet 
around ten times a year and if you can help please contact 
Chloe at The Royal Oak. In 2024 we are planning monthly  
Movie Nights, a Party in The Park, Parties in The Hall and an-
other Christmas pantomime. 

Although not on duty yet again this year because of the bad weather, we 
would like to give a special mention to Tim Holmes who has let off our 
fireworks for many years and is now stepping back from this role.
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View from the Bench

The great Bob Dylan sang in 1964 

I’m just average, common too
I’m just like him, the same as you
I’m everybody’s brother and son
I ain’t different from anyone
It ain’t no use a-talking to me
It’s just the same as talking to you

Maybe that is our problem in West Dorset.

Did you know?

1. No single Parliamentary constituency in Dorset has 
elected any MP other than a Tory since a single Liberal 
Democrat was elected in 2010,

2. Richie Sunak’s paper1 published to detail where the 
money for cancelling HS2 would be spent says

a. At paragraph 70 “We are providing £610 million to 
ensure delivery of 39 schemes in the East, South East and 
South West of England” but gives no detail of which if any 
of	those	schemes	is	in	Dorset;	and	

b. At paragraph 71 ”We will deliver rail improvements in the 
South	West”	but	every	single	scheme	identified	lies	outside	
Dorset.

3. Dorset Council’s web site has not amended its assertions 
in the 2022 Bus Service Improvement Plan that:

•	 “this BSIP was not allocated any government bus 
transformation programme funding. The delivery of the 
BSIP programme in full will require external funding to 
be secured” 

•	 “large areas of rural Dorset have no bus service and 
our	communities	therefore	suffer	poor	access	to	daily	
essentials, increasing social isolation and reducing 
opportunities, as well as seeing greater impacts from 
the cost-of-living crisis”

implying therefore that no bus schemes in Dorset will 
benefit	from	Sunak	funding.

4. Dorset	Council	identifies	neither	new	funding	nor	any	new	
plan or protocol for Sunak’s much heralded pothole repair 
programme.

A cynic might ask whether the complacent assumption that 
Dorset will continue to return only Tory MPs to Parliament 
explains why the transport needs of West Dorset have been 
completely left behind. And even this fails to mention the 
disgrace that is South Western Railway!

Bob Dylan continued in the same song:

Well, I don’t know, but I’ve been told
The streets in heaven are lined with gold
I ask you how things could get much worse
If the Russians happen to get up there first
Wowee! pretty scary!

Might that same cynic say, ‘Tories’ instead of ‘Russians’? West 
Dorset streets are not paved with gold. 

The irony is not lost on the writer that this song was called I shall 
be free No 10. Dylan also said that: 

Now, I’m liberal, but to a degree
I want ev’rybody to be free

But	freedom	is	a	little	difficult	when	the	trains	do	not	run	or	are	
late, the bus service comes so rarely you can count the daily 
journeys	on	your	fingers,	the	potholes	are	so	bad	as	to	put	your	
car in the garage for repair, and goodness knows how you get to 
work or school in a timely reliable fashion.

On 12th October 2023, Dorset Council published its proposal 
“Devolution Deal for Dorset” seeking to join with the attempts 
that may be made by Bournemouth, Poole and Christchurch to 
be allowed to elect a mayor and take devolutionary control over 
local budgets. Dorset itself cannot seek a mayor because its 
population is smaller than the minimum criterion allowed. The 
problems however are:

•	 There is no evidence that the urban centres agree to the 
county joining.

•	 There is no evidence that the Government would support 
such local devolution.

•	 Most importantly for this piece, there is no mention of 
transport and its infrastructure being promoted or getting 
an increased budget.

Robert Johnson in Cross Road Blues in 1937 sang:

I went to the crossroad, fell down on my knees
I went to the crossroad, fell down on my knees
Asked the Lord above “Have mercy, now save poor Bob, if 
you please
Yeoo, standin’ at the crossroad, tried to flag a ride
Ooo eee, I tried to flag a ride
Didn’t nobody seem to know me, babe, everybody pass me by

Are we now at a crossroad? All we want is transport 
infrastructure if you please. But nobody seems to know our 
needs, and decision-makers pass us by. I wonder why. 

Isn’t it time that instead of letting ‘them’ pass us by, we make this 
a major electoral issue. Unless my sources are mistaken, we 
have a 15 month opportunity between now and January 2025 
to put this issue in the in tray and see what comes out from 
every single parish council, county council and Parliamentary 
candidate or any mayoral proposal that will be seeking our 
votes. A letter, email or doorstep question to every one of them 
should ask: “And what promises do you propose actually to 
make about roads and transport in West Dorset?” If we don’t 
ask, we can’t complain if the answer we get is nothing.

Allan Gore
1 https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/651d647dbef-
21800156ded73/network-north-transforming-british-transport-print-ver-
sion.pdf
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ramblings ...

local Walks
Uplyme-harcombe (5 miles)

This walk starts from the Uplyme village hall carpark at DT7 
3UY on the B3165. Alternatively, those intending to eat or drink 
at the Talbot Arms could park in the pub car park.

Cross the road and then turn into the clearly marked footpath 
(the East Devon Way) which runs alongside the River Lim. 
Continue on this footpath for just over a kilometre, passing over 
two lanes. Look out for an old mill wheel in the garden of a 
house on the left of the path.

Eventually, a fork in the path is reached. (On the right is a 
footbridge over the river and a footpath which continues 
alongside the river into Lyme.) Take the left-hand path and then 
almost immediately branch right onto a path which leads to a 
gate	into	a	field.	Continue	on	the	footpath	which	goes	uphill	
(Dragon’s Hill). 

At the top, turn left onto a lane leading to Rhode Barton. 
Continue straight on passing to the left of a building. The clearly 
defined	footpath	then	winds	its	way	through	Hole	Common.

Eventually,	the	corner	of	a	field	is	reached	and	the	path	forks.	
(The right-hand fork leads over a footbridge.) Take the left-hand 
path	and	go	uphill	on	the	left-hand	side	of	a	field	until	a	lane	is	
reached. Turn right onto this lane and continue past Harcombe 
Farm.

Very soon, a junction of lanes is reached. Turn sharply left and 
then almost immediately right on an uphill track. Continue in 
a	straight	line	up	Whitty	Hill	and	then	across	a	field	to	a	lane	
at Winter’s Farm. On this stretch of the walk the Cannington 
viaduct can be seen to the south-west.

Turn left onto the lane which immediately forks. Take the right-
hand fork and then the clearly marked footpath on the right. This 
path goes downhill through the garden of a cottage and then 
uphill to another lane. 

View from Carswell Bottom

Turn left onto the lane. Follow the lane (which becomes a farm 
track) with the steep slope of Carswell Bottom on your left. The 
farm track passes through Carswell Farm and, after a further 
kilometre, reaches Uplyme. Continuing in roughly the same 
direction through the streets of Uplyme leads back to the B3165 
(Lyme Road) and the Village Hall.

Stan Dolan

All Shoreline iSSueS cAn be Seen online At  
www.chArmouth.org/chArmouth_villAge/Shoreline-mAgAzine/

Apart from Charmouth itself, there are many places 
within a few miles of Charmouth where it is easy to 
park and which are good starting points for a variety 

of walks. one such walk from Uplyme is described below. 

Many	of	the	walks	from	Uplyme	afford	views	of	the	impressive	
Cannington Railway Viaduct.

 

Photograph Sheila Sullivan

The construction of the viaduct was started in 1901 as a part of 
the Axminster and Lyme Regis Railway, which opened in 1903. 

The viaduct consists of a series of ten arches, each with a 50-
foot span, and carried the railway line 90 feet above the bottom 
of a valley. 

The viaduct is by far the largest to have been built on a light 
railway in Britain but perhaps its main claim to fame is its 
method of construction, being made from un-reinforced concrete 
rather than brick. The arches were made from pre-cast concrete 
whilst shuttering was erected for the piers and mass concrete 
was	poured	in;	the	appearance	of	brickwork	was	created	by	the	
design of the shuttering. The work was carried out without scaf-
folding. Instead, a 1000-foot cableway was suspended over the 
valley on wooden pylons and was used to move the construction 
materials. 

During	construction,	the	western	end	of	the	viaduct	suffered	
from subsidence and one of the arches had to be reinforced 
by pairs of brick arches which can be seen in the photograph. 
Otherwise, the design of the bridge proved successful and the 
connection of the coastal town of Lyme Regis with the main 
railway network played an important role in the development of 
the	region;	bringing	visitors	and	tourists	to	the	town	and	also	
facilitating	the	efficient	transport	of	goods	and	services.

The viaduct, sharp curves and steep gradients of the line placed 
severe restrictions on the rolling stock used on the Axminster 
and Lyme Regis Railway.  Consequently, small Victorian tank 
engines continued to be used until 1963 and the line became 
of great interest to railway enthusiasts. The line was eventually 
closed in November 1965. 
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The Charmouth local history Society was asked by 
our	village	school	to	give	years	3,	4,	5	and	6	a	taste	of	
bygone days. Delighted by this request, we decided to 

use the long medieval wall running north of The Street - our 
oldest relic, and it could be touched!

On a very hot afternoon in May each class took turns to walk 
along Lower Sea Lane, looking at The Old School House (1869 
-1993) where many of their parents may have been pupils, and 
lingering on the corner in front of Charmouth Lodge (1830) 
and	home	to	the	five	Whittington	sisters,	wherein	an	icy	hand	
clutched the throat of a visitor happily playing the piano, who 
then ran out of the house screaming, never to enter again.

A climb up The Street 
took us to The Court 
and under a large 
shady tree we looked 
at the roof.

Evie: ‘I liked the story 
about ghosts having a 
party in the attic’.

Passing through a cool 
lime walk in the back 
garden we came at last 
to the wall, built with 
flints,	stone,	blue	lias	
stone	from	the	cliffs,	
and lime mortar.

Lucy: ‘The wall is 
medieval and a blind woman, who lived there, asked it to be 
higher so no-one could see in. The builder did not do it very well 
as	the	top	and	bottom	look	completely	different’.

Evie: ‘’I thought it was funny that the blind lady didn’t notice the 
wall	was	made	differently’	(So,	trustingly	she	paid	him!).

A young monkey puzzle tree growing in the huge lawn, pointed 
out as a very prickly hazard, then became the focus for boys 
to insert themselves carefully between the branches. Finally a 
chance for much playing on the lawn and rolling down a grassy 
slope.

Returning through the lime walk we came across the grotto, 
facing north for overdressed and corseted Victorian ladies to 
keep cool while watching and playing croquet on the lawn.

They no doubt 
exchanged secrets in 
whispers to avoid the 
echo - enjoyed by all 
of	us	trying	different	
sounds	as	we	filed	
through.

Jess: ‘I liked the 
grotto because of 
all the small details 
made it more 
interesting to look at. 

There were hundreds of pine cones stuck to the cement and it 
made lovely imprints, some still left there’.

And so back to school for cool drinks and home time.

Mary Saunders

Ghosts, a Grotto and the Monks’ Wall

Some research that was done recently in response to 
an enquiry to the Charmouth local history Society 
resulted in the discovery of a curious piece of 

information about St Andrew’s church.

The Dorset Online Parish Clerk website, and sourced from 
the 1895 edition of Kelly’s Directory, states: “The Church of St 
Andrew is built of flint and stone and can accommodate nearly 
500 people.” 

I	found	that	edition	of	Kelly’s	Directory	online	and	confirmed	that	
the	figure	of	500	really	was	as	quoted.

Clearly, someone in 1895 had anticipated the removal of the 
pews, and with standing room only !!! The maximum recorded 
attendance, for a Rembrance service just a few years ago, was 
no more than 200.

Using	the	conventionally	used	scientific	value	that	one	human	
body generates 100W of heat, a congregation of 500 would 
become a heat source generating the equivalent of 50kW. 
This would provide a major reduction in the heating cost of the 
church in cold weather.

The quoted capacity of 500 would probably have been adequate 
for nearly the whole population of the village in 1895, which was 
estimated at 530. Even today it would represent about one third 
of the current day population, estimated at around 1500-1600.

When asked to comment on this discovery, Revd. Chris Martin, 
our	recently	retired	rector,	replied	in	today’s	vernacular;	“If	only!”

roger Sansom

A Congregation of  500!

Andrea Todd Design

Belinda Bawden, 
Dorset County Councillor

Belinda Bawden is the Dorset Council councillor 
responsible for Charmouth and lyme regis. her 
Charmouth surgery dates, which are held from 

2pm to 4pm in the Charmouth Community library, are 
as follows:

•	 Mon 27th November

•	 Mon 18th December

•	 Mon 8th January 2024

Please contact Belinda on 01305 216511 or email 
cllrbelinda.bawden@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk for help with any 
Dorset Council matters.
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 Charmouth Pharmacy

Guang and his team helping to 
care for our community.

Find all your health needs and  
holiday essentials in store

Tel: 01297 560261

Nick Shannon
Furniture maker and restorer

Roadstead FaRm, ChideoCk

tel: 07425 172486 e-mail: njshan5@gmail.com

Call for quotes on handmade kitchens, tables, shelving, 
furniture for house and garden, shepherds huts and much 

more….using environmentally friendly timber.

Martin Taylor 
LANDSCAPE LTD

• Grass and Hedge Cutting  
• Turfing • Patios 
• Seeding • Ponds 
• Walls • Fencing  
• Drives and Paths

FOR FREE  
ESTIMATES

Landscaping and Groundworks 
Mini Digger  

Compact Tractor  
For Hire

www.martintaylorlandscapeltd.co.uk 
taylor_landscape@sky.com

07831714635 01297 560486

PleASe SuPPort Shoreline’S ADvertiSerS

Domestic & Commercial Carpets & Upholstery
Carpet Moth Treatment

All work fully insured
Members of the National Carpet Cleaning 

Association (NCCA) 
www.cleanliving-sw.co.uk

Clean Living
Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning

01297 792103 or 07970 060449

Locally produced quality firewood, oak timber 

and coppice woodland products. 

Competitive prices. Hardwood logs - Ash & Oak 

fully seasoned to keep you warm all winter and 

delivered to your door!

We use our heavy horses to sustainably extract timber 
from our own working woodland here in West Dorset.

Buying wood from us keeps logs local, keeps you warm  
and helps regenerate our local woodland economy!

Super Hot Local Firewood
Prime Coppice Woodland

Ring Kit on 07778 525816 

www.primecoppice.com

Paddy Sullivan
Charmouth-based Fine Art Artist

commissions painted of landscapes,  
seascapes, portraits and animals

07584 302589
patricksullivan19@gmail.com

Available from 
local outlets at 

£7.99.
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herringbone

handmade

gifts

textiles

local

art

vintage

1 the arcade  the street  charmouth  dorset  dt6 6pu

coastal creatives charmouth

herringbonecharmouth@gmail.com

M O R G A N S
From newspapers to nails  

everything you might ever need.

8am - 5pm 7 DAYS A WEEK  

4 The Arcade, The Street, Charmouth DT6 6PU
01297 560202

PleASe SuPPort Shoreline’S ADvertiSerS

Small BuSineSS OfficeS  

tO let

Tel: 01297 560033
07758 708802 

The Court - Charmouth

Far from the Madding Crowd ...

Newly available holiday cottages from April 2024

Sleep three, six or nine guests. 

Dog-friendly	with	private	gardens	&	off-street	parking.	

Five minutes drive to Seatown and  
walkable to shops & restaurants. 

No deposit required until April 2024

Contact: Alison 07786 980008
Alison@cottagesdorset.co.uk 

More information www.cottagesdorset.co.uk
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PleASe SuPPort Shoreline’S ADvertiSerS

Stamford House Dental Practice
Silver Street, Axminster, Devon EX13 5AH
www.stamfordhousedentalpractice.co.uk

stamfordhouse@yahoo.co.uk
Dr S Govender BDT CUMLAUDE (UDW),  

BDS(WITS) PGCCE, FHEA, M-SC Implants

•	 Dental Implants
•	 Quick Straight Teeth
•	 Sports Gum Shields
•	 Same Day Emergency 

Appointments
•	 Teeth Whitening
•	 False teeth
•	 Cosmetic Dentistry

01297 33373
NEW PATIENTS WELCOME

Compost, Top Soil,  
Mulch, Manure & 
Chippings

DELIVERY AVAILABLE

enquiries@chedingtoncompost.co.uk 
WWW.CHEDINGTONCOMPOST.CO.UK

North Buckham Farm,  
Beaminster DT8 3SH

T:01308 863054  
M:07974 943411 

CHARMoUTH AlMSHoUSe CHARITY... 
YOU MAY KNOW OF SOMEONE WHO NEEDS ASSISTANCE…

PERHAPS THE ALMSHOUSE CHARITY CAN HELP…

ITS AIMS:

1. To assist with students’ books, equipment and travelling expenses where they are a necessary part of the course.
2. To help those who are in financial difficulties due to theft, loss of job, accident, desertion or a death.
3. To pay towards travelling expenses to hospital and/or funeral expenses.
4. Annually to issue grocery vouchers or similar to those deemed in need.
5. To give school uniform grants for students leaving primary and going on to senior school. Also for pupils starting in 

reception.
To be eligible for help, beneficiaries must live within the Charmouth Parish boundary.

Charmouth Almshouse Charity

The Charity was founded in 1642 by Robert Salter who left £300 for the purchase of land for the poor. Over the years there have been several 
other endowments for the village, all operated and accounted for separately until 1921 when on amalgamation they became Charmouth United 
Charities. In 1994, on the advice of The Commissioners for Charities, the name was changed to The Almshouse Charity (the largest of all the 
endowments), thus simplifying accounting and records.

The Charity is overseen by a group of nine Trustees headed by the Chairman, Mr Richard Wyatt and Secretary, Mrs Anthea Gillings. Two of the 
Trustees are members of the Charmouth Parish Council. 
For further information please contact the Secretary: 01297 560465 email: gilly@swansmead.co.uk
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All Shoreline iSSueS cAn be Seen online At  
www.chArmouth.org/chArmouth_villAge/Shoreline-mAgAzine/

CHARMOUTH LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY

wAnTeD
A volunteer to act as Membership Secretary for the 
Charmouth Local History Society.

Tasks include:

•	Maintaining a membership database

•	Communicating with the membership from time 
to time mainly via email

•	Liaising with the Treasurer regarding 
membership subscriptions

•	Developing ideas with the rest of the Committee 
for actively promoting membership

Anyone interested in taking on this role should contact 
the	Chair	of	the	Society	in	the	first	instance	by	email	at	
helenparkerhistory@btinternet.com

how Charmouth Saved the Monarchy

At the Charmouth Local History Society AGM on 22nd 

September, Stan Dolan gave a very well attended talk 
concentrating on arguably the single most important historical 
event in our village’s history, the escape of Charles II at the end 
of the Third Civil War. 

The audience were very appreciative of both the content of the 
talk and the appearance of several important personages from 
the time, in full costume complete with basket of oranges! 

A fun and informative evening was had by members and visitors 
alike, with‘nibbles’ washed down with glasses of Prosecco, 
generously provided by Neil Mattingly.

One member summarised her comments about the talk as 
follows:

Did we save the monarchy?

The history society presented a evening of discovery, and 
drama. It was well attended. The evening explored the part 
Charmouth played in assisting King Charles II to escape and 
how this played its part in saving the British Monarchy.

Excellent evening, ‘bafta’ awards to actresses and actor and to 
producer/director Stan Dolan for his detailed and interesting 
research. And yes, we did save the monarchy. 

Sheila Sullivan

neil Mattingly’s latest book gives the reader a 
unique window onto how the picturesque village 
of Charmouth would have appeared to a visitor a 

hundred years ago.

We have to thank the Bridport photographer, Claud Hider 
for providing a visual tour of Charmouth through a series of 
postcards that he began to sell from 1922. This was also the 
year he established his shop and studio at 42 South Street in 
Bridport. He toured the immediate countryside in his Model T 
Ford automobile and recorded all that he could see that would 
be saleable in postcard form. 

Neil Mattingly and Ken Farmer have managed to collect over 
1500 of these so far. Claud published over 200 postcards of 
Charmouth alone soon after opening his shop. William Holly 
who	ran	the	village	post	office	on	the	Street	became	his	outlet	
for these, which he displayed on a rack outside. Claud initially 
teamed up with fellow photographer, Henry Lawrence and 
began numbering the postcards using their initials. He later 
altered this to his own name with a number and a description 
which appeared on the front. The earliest number so far found 
for Charmouth is H.L.17 dated to 1st September 1922 and the 
last number found so far is HIDER 1125.

They have become very sought after as they are of very high 
quality and the more animated ones command a high price 
today. They reveal a long lost era in both Bridport and the 
surrounding villages. Many are small works of art which can 
be	greatly	enlarged	yet	still	maintain	their	high	definition.	There	
were other photographers at the time producing postcards, but 
the sheer quantity and variety of Claud’s work stand out. 

Neil has chosen a hundred from his collection which represent 
the village at that time.They follow a route around the village 
and then along the beach and associated buildings and events 
that Claud recorded. He has carried out considerable research 
into each image to provide valuable information about the 
subjects. He hopes that the reader will conclude, as he does, 
that	Claud	Hider	left	us	a	magnificent	legacy	in	the	many	
hundreds of postcards that he produced.

The book is published by Charmouth Local History Society at 
£7.99 and is available from outlets in Charmouth or direct from 
the Charmouth Local History Society at:  

info@charmouthlocalhistorysociety.org.uk

It will make an ideal Christmas present for friends and relations.
More details from: neil@freshford.com

Charmouth - 100 Years Ago
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Those Were the Days

The originals of these photographs (on glass plates), and many others, were kindly donated  
to the Charmouth Local History Society by the Hansford family.

Maggy the Milkmaid at Champernhayes Mill

Grass Cutting at Wootton Fitzpaine Mackerel Fishing at Charmouth

Sheep Washing at Wootton Fitzpaine

J Studley - Sheep Shearing Timber Hauling at Wootton Fitzpaine

Haymaking at Wootton Fitzpaine



24   SHORELINE WINTER 2023/ ISSUE 50

Charmouth blooms 
 with a silver lining

Charmouth’s	first-time	entry	in	the	competition	
proper of Britain in Bloom earned a silver award.  
even more pleasing was the recognition of the 

excellent volunteer work undertaken by a small team 
at the library and some residents of St Andrew’s house 
who were both awarded ‘it’s Your neighbourhood’ 
certificates.	This	is	a	category	within	the	overall	village	
entry and is open to individual public buildings and 
small groups of residential properties. 

It would be a great testament to the community spirit in the village if 
more groups geared up for ‘It’s Your Neighbourhood’ nominations. Help 
and advice are available for small-scale plantings which could supple-
ment regular weeding and cleaning activities. Certainly the judges would 
be very keen to see this type of input.

There are three broad categories assessed, Horticulture, Environment 
and Community. As well as commending the library and St.Andrew’s 
House, the judges liked the community orchard planted in the playing 
field and the management of the reed bed on the foreshore. Morgans 
store also was recognized for its colourful displays which have thrived 
well into autumn, but it was felt that more businesses could join in with 
a cohesive colour scheme to create a spectacle with more impact. Apart 
from the hollyhocks outside Charmouth Lodge, the judges thought that 
The Street didn’t make as positive impression as it might if more resi-
dents participated in planting up their frontages.  They also suggested 
that the planters on Lower Sea Lane needed to be much larger and, with 
the Jubilee Garden, providing colour all year round.

On the Environment, the cleanliness and absence of litter were com-
mended as was the maintenance of the playing field. Further enhance-
ments might include leaving a wider strip left unmown around the playing 
field and extending the wildflower area. Also, it was appreciated that the 
interpretation panels needed updating a process which is now underway.

Regarding the Community, the strength and activities of the Local History 
Society and Gardening Club were recognized as was the very inform-
ative and welcoming Heritage Coast Centre. Also impressive was the 
enthusiasm and recent activity at the school with establishment of the 
delightful garden commemorating Mary Anning and planting of a small 
orchard.  However, overall, the judges felt that volunteers could be more 
involved with both decision-making and implementation of Charmouth’s 
‘In Bloom’ entry.

During the autumn, new hedging has been planted around the bowling 
green and over a thousand bulbs, daffodils, narcissi and crocus, planted 
around the village. 

If you would like to contribute or comment, please get in touch with 
Charmouth’s Environment Group via the Parish Council. And let’s make 
Charmouth an even brighter place in 2024!

Great Big Dorset Hedge Update

The Great Big Dorset hedge is a campaign designed 
by the charity Dorset Climate Action network (www.
DorsetCAn.org) to help restore and extend the vital 

hedgerow network of Dorset, along footpaths, in farmland 
and connecting urban and rural areas. hedgerows are 
key	to	reducing	the	effects	of	climate	change	and	helping	
protect our wildlife and they take up relatively little space 
for	the	benefits	they	give.	
Stage one of the project is to assess the condition of the vast network of 
Dorset hedgerows to determine if they can be improved by, for example, 
laying, planting up gaps, leaving of occasional standard trees or identifying 
where new areas of hedgerow can be planted. Survey results are recorded on 
a bespoke GIS mapping layer which will also record progress as hedgerows 
are restored and new ones planted, so creating the Great Big Dorset Hedge 
map. This also includes hedgerows already in good condition which are 
frequently found in this area. 

Assessment surveys are a sociable, interesting, and enjoyable half a day out. 
The walks are less than 4 km and involve basic estimates of hedgerow height, 
width and structure (hedgerow metrics) plus identifying species of hedgerow 
plant- leaf shape is usually the best identifier but at some times of the year 
it gets trickier, and we are differentiating one stick from another! The more 
diverse the species of hedgerow plant the better. Examples of natives that 
grow well in this area of Dorset are hawthorn, blackthorn, hazel, elm, holly and 
field maple. 

The picture below, known as the Adams’ code, is used to check hedgerow 
condition and we also record the use of the land around the hedgerow and 
note any trees in hedges. 

The release by DEFRA (The Department for Environment Farming and Rural 
Affairs) of three hedgerow elements in its new Sustainable Farming Incentive 
has meant our focus has shifted away from public rights of way to surveying 
hedgerows across farms. Many local Dorset farmers have been welcoming 
Great Big Dorset Hedge volunteers and are keen to glean more information 
about their hedgerows and have help with this enormous task. At Luccas Farm 
in Powerstock, Tim and Sarah Harris explained that they had not had a survey 
done for 15 years. Without the help of our survey crews, they would not have 
found time to provide an up-to-date picture of their own hedges. 

We currently have 175 enthusiastic volunteers who have surveyed 250 km of 
field boundaries (mostly in West Dorset) coordinated by our Project leader, 
local resident John Calder.

Now that the Great Big Dorset Hedge project is getting more attention in 
the farming community, we are keen to increase our volunteer numbers. All 
participants find they enjoy the process – acquiring different skills, meeting 
new like-minded people, rejoicing in the Dorset landscape and the valid 
expectation that they will be making a difference. 

Hear more from several of our existing volunteers here:  
https://youtu.be/P-qGoGxL_Qs?feature=shared 

You can join them by signing up as a survey volunteer here:  
https://tinyurl.com/VolunteerGBDH.

Julie Leah (Dorset CAN Land Use team) and John Calder (Great Big 
Dorset Hedge Project Leader)
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Could	YOU	become	a	firefighter	for	Charmouth	Fire	Station?

You may have seen the recent advertisements around the 
village for extra firefighters. I was curious to learn more 
about this much needed service in the village having had 

cause to ring the fire service twice, once at our last house when 
a tree was about to fall on it, and recently when we had a flood. 
I felt that it was time to learn more about Charmouth’s Fire 
Station and am writing this to try to encourage more people to 
join up. So, I went to see Paul Grinter at the Fire Station.

Penny Rose

Many of you will know Paul as a gardener and window clean-
er, but he also has a very important role as Watch Manager at 
Charmouth Fire Station. When on duty he is on call day and 
night	to	fight	fires	or	co-ordinate	rescues	of	many	kinds.	There-
fore, he may well have downed tools, when helping you, to race 
to the Fire Station!

Paul and his family have always lived in Charmouth, and he 
went to the local Primary School in its second year in the pres-
ent	modern	building.	He	comes	from	a	long	line	of	local	firefight-
ers. He has been in the service for 12 years, his father for 15 
years, his uncle 32 years and grandad 20 years – a record hard 
to beat! 

I asked Paul some questions:

How does the fire engine work?
Paul gave me a conducted tour of the station recently and was 
proud to show the workings of the brand-new state of the art 
fire	engine,	weighing	18	tons,	which	has	been	with	them,	at	the	
time of writing, for about a month. I was truly astounded by all 
the	gadgets,	which	ranged	from	inflatable	mats	to	lift	up	a	car	if	
somebody was wedged underneath in a crash, to equipment for 
working	at	height;	a	range	of	hoses;	first	aid	packets	including	
a	defibrillator;	a	fan	to	conduct	smoke	out	through	a	burning	
house;	wildfire	rucksacks	with	water	and	beaters;	mobile	pumps;	
cutters	to	open	doors	without	ruining	them;	chimney	rods	and	
brushes;	water	rescue	equipment;	life	jackets;	flood	suits;	saws	
and glass cutters of many sizes and breathing equipment to 
name just a few. All these were packed away neatly on both 
sides of the vehicle. There were 3 types of ladder on the roof. 
What	I	did	not	realise	was	that	the	main	bulk	of	the	fire	engine	is	
a tank full of 1800 litres of water (approximately 3 minutes’ worth 
of water using the big main hoses). 

The Fire Engine is very high tech. There is a computer screen 
by the nearside seat showing the route, location of hydrants 
for topping up water, pertinent notes about the occupants of a 
house	on	fire	e.g.	occupants	elderly	or	housebound,	requiring	
oxygen, or for crashes, car registration number and location. 
There are also gadgets to check lighting, blue lights and sirens.

What kind of incidents do you respond to?
Paul	said	that	the	list	is	endless	–	from	major	house	or	wildfires,	
car	crashes,	oil	spills,	floods,	rescuing	cows	from	cliffs	or	rivers,	
felling of dangerous trees, gas leaks, rescuing people from 
water all the way to rescuing a 5-year-old boy with a child toilet 
seat	attached	firmly	to	his	head!	No	two	incidents	are	ever	the	
same – some are gruelling and very sad, some can be amusing 
and others very satisfying, with good results.

What qualities do you need to be a firefighter and how near 
do you have to live?
Paul feels that anyone who wishes to help others in need will 
have the right qualities – calmness, empathy, strength and some 
fitness	[equipment	is	very	heavy]	and	enjoying	co-operating	as	a	
part of a team.

A	difficulty	for	recruiting	in	Charmouth	is	the	lack	of	younger,	fit	
people actively working in the village or very local surrounds. 
Charmouth	should	have	12	on-call	Firefighters.	At	present	it	
has nine and on average the team are called out twice a week. 
Anyone aged 18 and above can apply. They should commit to 
between 40 and 120 hours per week and they must respond 
when alerted. They are paid for the time they are active. Pay-
ment varies from how much cover they provide. They are paid a 
retainer fee according to the hours they are available and they 
are also paid for the calls they attend.

Do you have training sessions?
Paul said that they meet every Monday evening between 19.00-
21.30 for training. The training sessions could be climbing the 
tower	with	the	various	different	ladders	or	checking	and	learning	
about new equipment and procedures. They are also used for 
learning and refreshing skills on how to cut people from cars 
and managing such events as pumping from open water sourc-
es	such	as	rivers	and	lakes	with	various	different	pumps.	

How do your uniforms work?
The picture shows their 
uniforms all ready for 
wear. Paul said that 
they have to be ready 
and out on the road 
within 4 minutes of an 
alert. The uniforms are 
fireproof	and	shield	
the	firefighters	from	
radiated heat, although 
it’s still very hot. 

Paul summarised by saying that the job, which is extra to day 
time work, can be very rewarding but tough sometimes, not 
knowing what you are going to be faced with. 

On a light note, a few years ago, Paul was interviewed by 
Penelope Keith when she came to Charmouth for a televised 
competition for Villages by the Sea and she spent a lot of time in 
the Fire Station.

Finally, Paul has said that they really do need 3 more people to 
come forward to make up the team to 12,,so that shifts are not 
too onerous. So if you live and work in or very near the village 
we need you to help keep us safe from any kind of disaster 
which might happen! If you are interested or would just like to 
learn of possibilities, please contact Paul on 07944474672 or 
come and watch a training evening on a Monday from 19.00-21.30.
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Charmouth Knit and Natter

Charmouth Knit and natter group, 
with about fourteen regular 
members, have changed the venue 

where they meet for most weeks to the 
hollands room in Bridge road We get 
together most Thursdays from 2pm until 
4pm, enjoying some refreshments and a 
good ‘natter’. 

Anyone is welcome to join us, whatever your knitting 
ability. We can help develop your knitting skills and 
enjoy your company. We knit for several charities, wool 
provided, but you are welcome to bring along your own 
projects. Some members rarely come on Thursday but 
still enjoy knitting for the charities we support.

Baby Bear supports mothers and their newborn babies in 
South Africa. Many newborn babies could leave hospital 
without any appropriate clothes so layettes are knitted 
to include a blanket, jumper, hat, booties, mittens and a 
small teddy. The charity also provides the mothers with 
other essentials such as soap and nappies.

STeP supports refugee children in Iraq, providing them 
with ‘drop-in’ centres with safe play areas and informal 
small group education. We send them, via a local contact, 
trauma teddies, hats, jumpers and blankets. STeP is now 
wanting any interesting 500-piece jigsaws.

We regularly donate jumpers and blankets to the refuge, 
supporting	families	in	the	Dorchester	area	who	find	
themselves in desperate circumstances.

Bridport hospital is always happy to receive small 
knitted teddies.

Around Christmas we aim to provide each charity with 
some	financial	support	to	help	with	their	work.	For	the	last	
two years the refuge has received £100 in £5 vouchers 
that can be distributed to children or parents for them to 
purchase small gifts for each other. We send a monthly 
donation of £45 to Awaken love, a charity supporting 
orphans in Kenya, to help a young lady called Anisha to 
get an education. Anisha joined the orphanage with her 
brother as both her parents died.

Many	of	you	come	to	our	twice-yearly	Coffee	Mornings	
where we raise funds for the charities but also to buy wool 
and we thank you for your support. We were grateful to 
be	invited	by	the	Charmouth	History	Society	to	run	a	raffle	
and sell cakes at their event in September. An amazing 
£247 was raised. Thank you to those who supported us.

Ring	Jan	Coleman	01297	561625	to	find	out	more	and	to	
check on where we will be meeting the week you plan to 
join us.

The God We Hardly Knew by Óscar Romero 
No one can celebrate a genuine Christmas without being 
truly poor.
The self-sufficient, the proud, those who, because they 
have everything, look down on others, those who have  
no need even of God - for them there will be no Christ-
mas.
Only the poor, the hungry, those who need someone to 
come on their behalf, will have that someone.
That someone is God.
Emmanuel. God-with-us.
Without poverty of spirit there can be no abundance of 
God.

The Struggle with Anxiety

Raise your hand if you’ve ever worried about 
something. I’m sorry... the proper Christian 
term is “concern”. Raise your hand if you’ve 
ever been concerned about anything. I don’t 

know about anyone else, but there is not a time in my life that 
I remember not struggling with anxiety. I didn’t know it was 
anxiety	until	a	doctor	gave	it	that	label;	I	had	just	been	called	a	
nervous Nellie since I was a child.

My mind, for as long as I can remember, automatically jumps to 
catastrophe. If it rains, a giant storm is coming to blow away the 
greenhouse.	If	my	boss	wants	to	meet,	they	are	firing	people,	
and I’m in trouble! If someone doesn’t answer a phone call or 
text, that person must be hurt or worse. My nephew’s baby was 
due 14 days ago and every morning on waking I checked the 
family chat line and there was no news. I was beginning to think 
something had gone wrong and no-one was telling me. Then 
this morning at 6.30a.m. Eva Rose safely arrived in the world! 
Hallelujah!

The ‘what ifs’ of life are terrifying. And, on top of that, the Bible 
says not to be anxious…about ANYTHING!

Who	else	has	read	that	verse	and	had	their	anxiety	flare-up	
about being anxious for, well, nearly everything? So, what 
defines	anxiety,	or	worry?	Merriam-Webster	defines	worry	as	
(verb)	to	afflict	with	mental	distress	or	agitation:	make	anxious;	
and (noun) mental distress or agitation resulting from concern 
usually for something impending or anticipated: ANXIETY. 
Strong’s	defines	it	as	μεριμνάω	(merimnáō)	to	be	anxious	about:	
— (be, have) care(-ful), take thought.

I don’t think God intends us to be careless or thoughtless, but 
rather to trust that He is in control. When we truly trust that God 
is in control, knowing His promises are true, we may have cares, 
thoughts, concerns, worries, and anxieties, but they should not 
control us. Having been diagnosed with an anxiety disorder, I 
know there are varying levels of this from a physiological stand-
point (I won’t get into that now). But, from a spiritual standpoint, 
we trust God, or we don’t. It’s hard, isn’t it?

There are plenty of Biblical examples of what happens when we 
don’t trust God. Abraham had a son with Hagar, Elijah asked 
God to take his life, and Peter…oh Peter…sank when he walked 
on	water,	cut	someone’s	ear	off,	cussed	people	out,	and	denied	
Jesus. Anxiety is a natural, human emotion, which is why God 
gives us a supernatural solution for dealing with it:

Don’t	worry	about	anything;	instead,	pray	about	everything.	Tell	
God what you need and thank Him for all He has done.  
Philippians 4:6 NLT

Pray about everything. Talk to God about EVERYTHING. Thank 
God for EVERYTHING He has done. There is not a problem 
that is bigger than God. There is not one issue that surprises 
Him or that He cannot handle.

‘Don’t You Worry’ reminds us that God has already got a plan 
and it’s for His glory and our good! Turn that anxiety into adora-
tion! Trade that panic for praise! Transform from a worrier into 
a worshipper! It won’t make the trials of life disappear, but it will 
make your faith and your relationship with Christ grow. You will 
learn how to count it all joy (James 1:2)!

Father, when life is presenting us with reasons to worry, let Your 
Love remind us to place those anxieties in Your very capable 
Hands and leave them there. Thank You for being Faithful 
and Trustworthy in every circumstance. In the Mighty Name of 
Jesus, Amen!

Ali Taylor

A View from the Pews
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1st Charmouth Scout Group
Charmouth Seagulls

Charmouth Seagull Explorers are bolstered this year with young 
people moving up from the Scout group. 

The	unit	continues	to	offer	a	huge	variety	of	activities	with	
everything from cooking and teamwork activities to learning 
about Parliament. 

Four of our young Explorers and one leader took part in the 
World Scout Jamboree during the summer which was held in 
South Korea (you may have heard about this on the news). It 
was certainly a memorable experience meeting other Scouts 
from	across	the	globe.	Scouting	offers	many	opportunities	
for young people and we are looking ahead to other UK and 
International events. 

Scouts enjoy the delights of Dartmoor

Just prior to the half-term break, six Scouts and four leaders 
enjoyed a weekend of hiking on Dartmoor. They managed to 
secure the exclusive use of a bunkhouse in Buckfastleigh – 
much more inviting than a tent on a cold evening.

On the Saturday they tackled a nine-mile hike that lead them 
from the bunkhouse to the edge of Dartmoor and included a 
spell on the Two Moors Way. Once back in the accommodation, 
the three girls rustled up a meat and vegetarian pasta 
bolognaise that were enjoyed by everyone.

On Sunday, the 
three boys made the 
cooked breakfast 
after which everyone 
left for Haytor. Here 
they ascended to the 
top of the tor and had 
spectacular views 
across the whole 
of Dartmoor and 
even back towards 
Charmouth. They 

then took a circular perambulation around the tor in order to 
visit some of the old quarries and walk along the disused stone 
tramways.

As a result, the six Scouts completed their Expedition Challenge 
badge.

Activity Camp lives up its name

Twelve Scouts spent two days and one night on the Britt 
Valley Campsite in West Bay as part of the annual Scout 
District	Activity	Camp.	Here	they	tackled	11	different	activities,	
including:	rafting;	kayaking;	paddle-boarding;	axe	throwing;	air	
rifle	shooting	and	archery.

Cubs brush up their CPr skills

Thanks to a visit by one of the mums who is a paramedic, 
anyone found unconscious in the street by one of the Cubs 
should be only seconds away from life-saving treatment. After 
instruction, they all had a go at chest compressions on the 
‘resusci-Anne’ mannequins and learnt how to put their casualty 
into the correct recovery position. To make the session a bit 

more realistic, the mum used tomato puree to simulate a 
bad cut, which the Cubs had to deal with using out-of-`date 
bandages.

The Cubs also learnt about how to treat burns, reassure an 
asthma patient and call for help using 999.

We say Goodbye to the Beaver Colony

Unfortunately the Beaver Colony did not re-start in September. 
We	have	been	unable	to	find	a	new	leader	to	take	on	running	
this section. The current leadership team is already stretched 
covering the other sections. 

Do you have ‘Skills For life’?

We	try	to	offer	the	young	people	a	good	variety	of	activities	and	
experiences,	but	could	offer	even	more	if	we	had	more	adult	
helpers, assistant leaders and leaders.

If you think you would be interested in helping out on a regular 
basis with any of the sections, please contact Melanie Harvey 
Tel: 07890 540979 Email melanie@atthecoast.co.uk or Kevin 
Payne Tel: 07976 534517 Email payne.kevin6@gmail.com

CHICAGO BRIDGE
SATURDAY 20th JANUARY 2024 2.00pm

Village Hall, Wesley Close

£5 to include

Delicious afternoon tea
Prizes, raffle.

For tickets ring 01297 560251 or 561405
Charmouth & District Twinning Association
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Shoreline Creatures
Honeycomb-Like Structures on the Beach

When the tide is out, have you seen areas 
which appear to be covered in what look like 
honeycombs? look closely and you can see 

numerous tubes apparently made from sand. 

These honeycomb-like 
structures constructed from 
sand encrust the rocks and 
other hard surfaces, often 
gluing together what would 
otherwise be loose stones. 
The tubes, longer than their 
occupants, are constructed 
of sand grains and attached 
along their length to a hard 
surface or to each other. 

Together these can form large and quite dense reef-like 
colonies, each tube being the home of a worm, Sabellaria 
alveolata which grows up to 40mm in length. This is a species of 
segmented Polychaete worm common in marine environments. 
Otherwise known as bristle worms, each segment of a 
Polychaete	worm	has	a	pair	of	fleshy	protrusions	called	
parapodia that bear many bristles, called chaetae, which are 
made of chitin. 

Sabellaria worms have a preference for quite exposed parts of 
the beach because they need to be located in an area where 
there are plenty of suspended particles to use as building 
materials. Grains of sand are trapped by feathery tentacle-like 
structures (radioles) and cemented together with mucus – thus 
the tube is gradually formed. As you can see in the second 
photo, each worm tube has a small overhanging area regarded 
as a porch: away from the entrance, the tube is narrower 
and the worm can move up and down inside using its many 
appendages. One useful adaptation at the worm’s head end is 
a	series	of	modified	bristles	(chaetae)	forming	an	operculum,	a	
kind of stopper near the mouth of the tube which helps to reduce 
the likelihood of the worm drying out at low tide.

Sabellaria alveolata worms 
are	sessile	filter-feeders	and,	
when the tide is completely 
in, extend their feathery 
tentacles in the shape of 
a fan to catch microscopic 
organisms (plankton) from 
the water. These tentacles 
also act as gills, absorbing 
oxygen. A big advantage 

of living in a tube is that the worm cannot be seen, and few 
predators are known. However, when a broken piece of reef 
was	added	to	the	aquarium	in	the	Coast	Centre,	both	starfish	
and crabs made a beeline to feed on the worms partially visible 
in	broken	tubes.	Also,	fishermen	sometimes	remove	these	white	
worms from their tubes to use as bait. 

Unless dislodged by an anchor, huge boulder or large boots, 
these reef-like habitats can be quite stable, and the worms 
typically survive for 5 years or more. Although there are not 
many other creatures living in the crevices formed around 
the tubes, they may provide surfaces on which other marine 
organisms can survive. 

It has been noticed that the extent of Sabellaria reefs has been 
expanding on Charmouth beach over recent years. In particular, 
the area just to the east of the river mouth now has areas 
stabilised by these structures so that rock-pools are forming 
rather than previous stretches of loose stones. 

eden Thomson

Old Lyme Hill from Foxley Dene

Not sure of the date, but at least three of the views are easily 
identifiable.	Neil	Mattingly	came	to	the	rescue	for	the	first	one!.

Charmouth West Beach

Charmouth West Beach

Charmouth West Beach

Old Postcards of  Charmouth
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The Lower Char Community Project
tides, but winter is the ideal season as it brings storm surges and high water to 
help float the pellets on the tide line. It also reduces the environmental impact 
on riverine vegetation and wildlife. 

The Lower Char Community 
Project is delighted to be 
working with Nurdle, The 
Heritage Coast Centre and 
South West Water on this 
exciting project.  As the 
clean up gets underway, 
we will be offering some 
educational events and a 
pop-up information hub at 
the beach to coincide with 
Nurdle’s work. We know that 

Charmouth Beach is just a tiny part of a much bigger microplastic problem, but 
we hope to show that by taking action, working together and using innovative 
technology, solutions are possible and that there is hope. This is an especially 
important message for young people. We’re confident they will be inspired by 
the energy and passion of the Nurdle team. 

We hope many of you will come to down to the river mouth to see and support 
Nurdle’s work and to find out more about what we can all do to reduce plastic 
and other pollution entering our rivers and seas. Dates of the clean-up and 
associated events will be posted on social media and we’ll put up posters on 
the village noticeboards. Do keep an eye out for these. 

We’ve also heard a rumour that our River Dragon, Misty, hopes to drop by, 
just to keep an eye on things and help us all to celebrate the care that’s being 
given to her river. 

You know she loves an audience.. please join us if you can. 
Photos of biobeads and nurdles at the mouth of the River Char: Dana Assinder

GOOD NEWS FOR CHARMOUTH! 

We’re delighted to confirm that South West Water will be funding a major 
clean-up of the microplastic pollution at the mouth of the River Char. The work 
is scheduled to go ahead in early 2024 and will be carried out by pioneering 
not-for-profit company, Nurdle.org.uk. This inspiring and innovative company is 
committed to cleaning up microplastic pollution and making our world a better 
place. We are lucky to have secured their services and we are grateful to 
South West Water for their financial support. 

What’s the problem?  
At first glance our beach appears clean. But look a little closer and you will 
become aware of plastic litter of all kinds. Some of it, such as bottles, rope, 
wet wipes and fishing line is easily spotted. More difficult to gather, and less 
easy to see, are the small plastic pellets commonly referred to as nurdles. 
These lie concealed in the sand, under and around the stones and in the 
organic matter along the tide line, especially at the mouth of the river. They 
may be tiny but these plastic beads pose a significant risk to the marine and 
river environment and, ultimately, to us.

Charmouth’s Heritage Coast 
Centre has played a pivotal role in 
highlighting our local nurdle problem 
(see Eden Thomson’s article in 
Shoreline Summer 2017). Thousands 
of pellets are collected during their 
Great Nurdle Hunts and locals and 
visitors continue to add to the tally by 
carrying out their own beach sweeps. 
Studies by Professor Philip Strange 
have concluded that the pellets are a 
mixture of true nurdles (smooth plastic 
pellets that are used to manufacture all 
kinds of plastic products) and biobeads 
(blue, grey or black ridged plastic 

pellets used by water companies in sewage purification). In both cases, the 
plastic beads are escaping from where they should be contained, and finding 
their way into our rivers and the sea.

If we can’t easily see them, why do microplastics matter?
This type of plastic does not biodegrade. Instead, over time it becomes brittle 
and breaks down into ever smaller pieces. The harm these tiny pieces of 
plastic cause to marine wildlife can be immediate (for example, by blocking 
an organism’s intestines) or it can be slower, as microplastics accumulate in 
cells and, over time, cause toxic effects to these animals (bioaccumulation) or 
to animals further up the food chain (biomagnification). Gradually, the whole 
marine ecosystem, including humans who eat fish and shellfish, becomes 
contaminated.  

Whilst each pellet is small, the fact that they are present in huge numbers and 
cannot easily be removed from the environment means they are potentially 
very harmful.  Microplastics are now found everywhere in the marine 
environment, even in ocean sediment and locked into Arctic ice. You can read 
a description of the different types of microplastic pollution and their sources at 
the LCCP website: www.riverchar.org.

What are we planning to do and when?
Many local people (perhaps you!) regularly pick up beach litter. A huge amount 
of plastic debris is also collected during the Heritage Coast Centre’s beach 
cleans. Every event helps, but it is clear that something more is needed to 
remove the hundreds of thousands of plastic pellets that remain a persistent 
and unwelcome feature of our river mouth and the immediate shoreline. We 
need a deep clean. And fortunately Nurdle knows exactly how to do this.

Nurdle’s founder, Joshua Beech, says the Charmouth Beach Clean might well 
be the toughest challenge his team have faced to date, but one that they will 
relish. The process will be labour-intensive. At least 2 sweeps will be needed, 
each lasting 5 days, to complete their work. Josh is currently developing a 
piece of equipment designed specifically to clean our stony terrain and large 
amount of biomass whilst protecting the inter-tidal zone. The work is planned 
for early 2024. Exact dates will depend on specific weather conditions and 

on Saturday 14th october The George held  a 
fundraising event for Weldmar hospicecare which 
included	a	coffee,	tea	and	cake	afternoon	followed	by	

a	raffle	and	a	bingo	which	in	total	raised	£1366.

We would like to thank everyone who donated and helped. With-
out your support, this would not have been possible.

Many thanks, Dean and Heidi - The George, Charmouth.

In the picture is Heidi Herbert - landlady for the George (right) and Emma from 
Weldmar hospicecare (centre) 

Weldmar Fundraiser
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Charmouth heritage Coast Centre

Well, what a summer of landslides and mixed 
weather! We had a poor start to the summer, with 
noticeably fewer crowds than usual but once 

the sun started to shine, we were inundated again. We 
ended the summer holidays with 83,000 visitors since the 
beginning of January and some days in August saw over 
1,000 visitors a day! We experienced some of the largest 
landslides along our coast for years, from Charmouth 
through to Seatown and West Bay. The two Jurassic Coast 
Trust beach wardens were very busy over the summer 
keeping	visitors	away	from	the	cliffs	as	we	continue	to	see	
falls going into the autumn. 

Unfortunately, our Great British Beach Clean was cancelled 
due	to	thunderstorms	in	September.	We	like	to	finish	the	year	
in December with a Christmas Beach Clean, so keep your eyes 
peeled for that one – a poster is usually on the village notice 
board!

Heading into the 
Autumn, we remain 
open daily until the 
end of October and 
then close mid-week 
for renovations. 
Keep a look out on 
our website events 
calendar for our winter 
opening times. This 
winter we will be 
working with Professor 
Denys Brunsden 
and artist Darrell 
Wakelam to create a 
new landslide display 
in our education 
room. We wanted to 
concentrate on some 

of the geology and geomorphology of the coast as opposed to 
just the fossils! We launched a new mini-series of booklets about 
the landscapes of the Jurassic Coast for the area between Lyme 
Regis and West Bay. Written by Prof Jim Rose and Bill Burn and 
aided by Prof Denys Brunsden, they are available in both our gift 
shop and online shop. 

We are very pleased to have received funding from The Royal 
Society of Chemistry. This funding will allow us to re-establish 
our outreach program to schools with a look at the geochemistry 
of the rocks and fossils. We are rolling this project out over the 
winter and into next Spring across Dorset, Devon and Somerset. 
We are happy to announce that our 2023 seasonal member of 
staff	Grant	Field	will	be	staying	on	permanently	to	oversee	this	
new outreach programme ‘Jurassic Lab’. 

With the onset of winter, new fossils will be found, cleaned, 
and put on display with us. We regularly change our displays 
so new fossils can always be seen. The latest edition is an 
ammonite found by Tony Gill in July 2023. It is preserved in 3D 
calcite crystals and took around 2 hours to prepare from the 
200-million-year-old limestone rock. It is on display in our ‘recent 
finds’	cabinet	now.	

Our Friends winter lecture series has begun, starting in 
September with a talk from Prof. Denys Brunsden on the World 
Heritage Site. This will be followed by a lecture in November 
“Life on the Edge: Mammals of the last Ice Age in SW England”, 
presented by our Patron Prof Danielle Schreve of Royal 
Holloway University of London. Further lectures are coming up 
in the New Year. Our lectures are open to non-members for a 
small donation. If you are interested in signing up to become a 
new	member	to	hear	about	all	our	events	and	news	first,	please	
contact	the	Centre	to	find	out	more:	info@charmouth.org	

We will be open between Christmas and New Year and for 
opening days and times please refer to our website calendar: 
www.charmouth.org/chcc/events-calendar/	You	can	also	find	the	
opening times near the front steps to the building. Finally thank 
you so much for everyone’s support again this year, whether it 
is through donations or volunteer hours. The Centre doesn’t run 
without you! Have a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!

Ali Ferris
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Charmouth heritage Coast Centre
invites you to become a

VolUnTeer
with training built in

where you can also enjoy our social events:

 3 lectures of interest,
an annual cream tea,

a summer BBQ,
two outings each year, and

general friendship!

if you are interested, please contact the Centre on:
01297 560772 or info@charmouth.org 

www.charmouth.org

Fossil Centre wins funds for 
chemistry ‘lab’

The Charmouth heritage Coast Centre, a small 
educational charity, has won funding from the 
royal Society of Chemistry to highlight the 

chemistry in the story of our coastline and its fossils. 

The project, called ‘Jurassic Lab’, will use children’s 
enthusiasm for fossils to engage them with basic ideas in 
chemistry. It will be part of the Centre’s outreach schools’ 
programme across the region over the coming year. 

Education and outreach manager Anna Holbrook said: ‘We 
are delighted to have the backing of the Royal Society of 
Chemistry	for	our	‘Jurassic	Lab’.	Like	me,	our	staff	are	all	
trained scientists so we can use our expertise to connect 
our work on fossils to the chemistry curriculum. This 
funding will enable us to develop the new workshops and 
deliver them to schools at a much-reduced price. We know 
our schools are struggling to make ends meet, and this is a 
way	we	can	support	them	at	this	difficult	time.’

Some chemistry knowledge is useful in many local 
industries and careers, including food, farming and 
healthcare, and is crucial for understanding many important 
environmental challenges, such as recycling, water 
pollution and reducing our carbon footprint. Anna hopes 
the workshops will encourage children to recognise the 
potential impact of their learning for later life. 

The Charmouth Heritage Coast Centre, which is on the 
beach at Charmouth and is free to visit, has welcomed 
1000 visitors a day over the summer, and hosts a busy 
outreach programme both out on the beach and more 
widely. More information can be found on its website 
https://charmouth.org/chcc/about/

Debby Snook

 
ChArMoUTh BeACh

by Peter Crowter
As you get close to Charmouth beach a building you will see,

It was an old cement works built in 1863.
Those men of stone would be surprised if they came back today,

The stones are not for grinding but are fossils on display. 

Today the building buzzes and is used for many things,
It’s fair to say that to its bow possesses many strings.

To	find	the	main	attraction	you	must	wander	up	the	stair,
And	you	will	be	amazed	at	all	the	things	you	find	up	there.

Fossilised remains of creatures that lived in the sea,
Many million years ago, some huge and others wee.

The Attenborough Dragon and the Charmouth Dinosaur,
Ammonites and belemnites, crinoids and many more. 

 
On	the	building’s	ground	floor	is	the	first	thing	you	will	see,

A shop that’s called ‘Sea Lily’ selling treasures from the sea.
Pearly shells and driftwood also other precious things,

Made into strings and brooches also maybe pretty rings.

Next there is a shop where lots of fossils can be bought,
You	may	find	it	handy	if	your	searches	came	to	nought.

If you were unlucky then there’s no need to despair,
Buy a Charmouth fossil you can say you found it there.

Past the steps the café that enjoys the corner site, 
Where	you	may	buy	a	coffee	or	perhaps	a	tasty	bite.

And if you’re feeling peckish you may sit down for a meal,
Or maybe just an ice cream just depending how you feel. 

And around the corner is a shop they call ‘Weird Fish’,
Where you can buy a T-shirt or a wetsuit if you wish.

Things	to	keep	the	kids	amused	and	things	to	help	them	float,
Rubber rings and armbands or perhaps a plastic boat.

Whoever built that old stone building many years ago,
I’m sure would be delighted if by some means he should know.

It wasn’t left to crumble when its working days were done,
And	now	it’s	used	to	educate;	and	tourists	having	fun.
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My name is Keith Woodbridge and with my older 
brother Alan and our cousin Colin Patey, we are 
known as the musketeers. The three of us started 

going down to Charmouth bay in Dorset to hunt for fossils 
after	an	aunt	and	uncle	stopped	off	there	on	their	way	
back from their holiday in the Gower Peninsular in Wales. 
it started with day trips and soon we were going down for 
all of the long weekends and our two weeks annual holiday 
even staying there at Christmas. At our peak we were going 
down ten or twelve times a year for forty-six years and we 
enjoyed every minute of it.

One day some of the local fossil hunters were out on a new slip 
(a fall of lias) and one of them said to Pete, the top fossil hunter 
down there, that the three of us were coming along the beach, 
to	which	he	said	“Ho	the	musketeers”.	It	was	just	an	off	the	cuff	
remark, and a bit of a joke at the time I expect, but the name 
stuck and soon everyone started calling us the Musketeers and 
even some of the scientists know us by our nick-name. 

He called us the musketeers because when we’re all here, the 
three of us will spread out and search the beach on our own, but 
will	come	back	together	when	one	or	other	of	us	finds	anything	
and, after a chat about the best way to get the fossil out, we 
all help to not only dig out whatever it is, but also take turns 
carrying	it	off	of	the	beach,	which	was	a	great	boon	as	our	finds	
became bigger and bigger over the years.

Like the Musketeers of old, three became four when our old 
friend of 23 years Martin Foster, sadly no longer with us, 
became an honoree musketeer “Musketeer Frog”. We were 
always happy to talk to anyone we met on the beach and would 
always	try	and	help	them	find	a	fossil,	especially	mums	and	
dads	who	were	trying	to	find	a	fossil	for	their	children,	because	
we know just how hard that is, even on a beach that produces 
thousands of fossils each year.

This	is	the	story	about	one	of	our	finds:

I’m not a scientist, just a plain old fossil hunter and there is 
no scientific basis to what I have written down here. It is only 
my personal view of  what I think might have happened to 
our ammonite.

Now I must take you back sixty-four million years or it could 
be up to one hundred and twenty million years ago to the 
Jurassic or Cretaceous period. Dinosaurs rule the land and 
will do for many years to come before our early ancestors 
will take their first steps on this earth; I cannot be more 
specific with my time-scale. Our ammonite was not found in 
its situation in the cliffs, she had been washed out onto the 
top of  the beach after a strong 3.8 metre high tide.

There is no land to be seen out here, only a shallow sea 
covering the area that one day will eventually rise up to 
create what is now Great Britain, including Charmouth.This 
part of  the sea bed could have been many thousands of  
miles away from where it will eventually rise up to become 
land. Our ammonite shell measures 24 inches and could 

have been a little bit bigger, so she has been around for 
many years now.

The hot sun beams down through the cloudless sky 
warming the shallow water below. Our ammonite feels 
safe surrounded by the rest of  her family and all the other 
ammonites, of  course.

There are other creatures swimming about. Belemnites 
and fish (dapedium) are all abundant at this time; there are 
lobsters (hoploparia), brittlestars (early starfish) and sea 
urchins scuttling on the sand and all sorts of  gastropods, 
molluscs and bivalves crawling beneath the sand and 
crinoids (sea lilies) rising up from the sea bed on their 
icicles (stems); there are also bigger predators around like 
plesiosaurs and ichthyosaurs.

As the day wears on the sun beats down even hotter and 
our ammonite may have become sleepy with all of  the heat, 
or she might have been distracted by some tasty animal that 
came within range, but we will never know. But whatever it 
was, she did not notice a big black shadowy creature slowly 
circling and swimming up behind her. (I can’t say for sure 
what sort of  animal attacked our ammonite because we only 
have the holes found in her shell when Colin cleaned it.) 

There are one or two possible suspects, perhaps a long or 
short neck lesiosaur or a mossasaures, whose teeth marks 
would all fit the bill. I may be wrong of  course - it could 
have been the work of  an ichthyosaur or even a shark like a 
charcarodon, but the teeth of  ichthyosaurs are round and 
a shark like charcarodon is so big it would have probably 
sliced our ammonite in half, or eaten it whole - the holes 
found in our shell are oblong.

Whatever the unknown attacker was, it slowly came 
around to the back of  our ammonite and she suddenly 
felt great pain as the mighty jaws clamped down across 
her entire shell, penetrating many of  her body chambers. 
Our ammonite knew that she had been badly damaged 
because she could see all the irradiant gases from inside 
her floating up to the surface above. The creature released 
its grip on her shell for a moment and her mind raced, 
trying to work out a way to escape. She desperately tried 
to redirect any of  the remaining gases she had in her shell 
to try and get away, but there was very little left and what 
she managed to pump through just went through the holes 
in her damaged shell and floated up to join the rest of  her 
gases on the surface. 

Looking around there was nowhere for her to hide and she 
could see that the black shadow was swinging back around 
towards her and could only watch in horror as its mouth 
opened. 

The last thing she saw was two halves of  its jaws filled with 
sharp teeth coming over her soft body to extinguish her life, 
leaving only her shell to slowly float down towards the sea 
bed and disappear under the sand and into the soft lias 
below, with only the bite marks to tell the tale. Later some 
small mollusks would use the middle of  our ammonite’s 
shell as a safe haven.

So there you have my interpretation of what might have 
occurred	to	one	of	our	finds.

Our ammonite became fossilized and it stayed hidden in its 
cocoon of lias for hundreds of millions of years, until Mother 
Nature decided to wash it back out.

Now we must return to the present day so I can tell you the rest 
of our story:

Our Ammonite

note from editor:
Keith Woodbridge has been a subscriber to Shoreline for 
many years but to my knowledge has not contributed an 
article before. With fewer contributions for this issue than 
previously, just before deadline date I had three empty  
pages. Then, almost miraculously, this three-page article 
from Keith landed on my doormat! Longer than usual but I 
hope you agree it is a charming story. Thank you Keith.
roger Sansom
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I’m down at Charmouth on my own for my two weeks’ holiday 
and	as	usual	I	am	staying	in	the	big	downstairs	flat	at	Margaret	
and Ken’s “Southwinds”. One week of my holiday has already 
passed and weather-wise it had not been that good, so fossil 
finds	had	also	been	poor.	Even	though	I	picked	out	a	4.2	meter	
tide from my tide table book this time, there were not any strong 
winds and rain to go with it, so the sea just came in and went 
out without changing much. Alan had come down last night and 
joined me just for the weekend and he brought a bit of luck with 
him,	because	we	woke	to	find	that	the	wind	had	picked	up	a	
bit and there were even a few white waves out in the bay. That 
could mean a good day.

I am a ‘goods inwards’ man and my day starts very early in the 
morning, at this time it was 3 in the morning. My mind and body 
are used to this and over the years my internal clock snaps me 
awake at this time although it had no way of knowing I’m not 
at	work;	although	it	is	no	good	today	it	has	been	very	handy	
getting up at this time. Even today my internal clock still snaps 
me awake at 2am although I have not worked for the last twenty 
years. 

It won’t start to get light until around seven o’clock, so I will sit 
and	read	one	of	my	books	and	set	my	phone	alarm	to	go	off	at	
six	forty-five,	just	in	case	I	get	too	wrapped	up	in	my	story.	It	will	
still	be	too	early	to	go	out;	high	tide	is	about	four	o’clock	and	
with	this	tide	we	should	be	able	to	go	out	about	seven	fifteen	to	
half past, but it will give us time to have a cup of tea and a round 
of toast before going out on the beach. 

Looking out it starts getting lighter and it is dry but the wind is 
blowing the trees about. Charmouth is in a valley and there is 
a heavy fog hanging over the top of Stonebarrow Hill, which 
usually means it will be a bit chilly so we better put our coats on 
this	morning.	Alan	will	put	my	old	camouflage	jacket	on	and	I	
will	have	my	full	body	fishing	suit	-	it’s	a	lot	warmer	and	easier	to	
walk around in than a coat.

Alan locks the back door while I put my boots on. I carry my 
hammers in holders on a tool belt, so I just have to sling my 
rucksack on my back and we’re ready to go. We’ll head out by 
the	side	of	the	flat,	turn	left	and	make	our	way	down	Lower	Sea	
Lane and head along to the entrance of Riverway and then go 
down	the	footpath	that	runs	by	the	side	of	the	first	car	park	to	
the old bridge. They took this bridge down in two thousand and 
twelve. I know it badly needed to be changed, but the three 
of us used this old bridge so many times over the years, even 
when	it	got	damaged	by	a	storm.	When	they	finally	took	the	old	
bridge down, it was like saying goodbye to a dear old friend. It 
is	very	quiet	out	here	today;	no	dog	walkers	about	and	even	the	
ducks have decided to stay in bed. 

We will cross over the little patch of grass to the start of the 
beach and go along to the front end of the cabin, This one is 
out here permanently now, but I still remember when my friend 
Sheila and her husband had to bring their caravan out over the 
river	at	the	start	of	every	season	and	take	it	back	off	again	at	the	
end. No mean feat to get it across the River Char.

Looking along the beach it looked like it should be safe to go 
along. The water had already dropped back quite far and there 

was	already	a	small	corridor	of	sand	left	between	the	cliff	and	
the sea. After the seventh wave had hit (the waves down here 
start	off	light	and	look	so	innocent,	but	they	build	up	with	each	
incoming wave until the seventh one comes crashing in, and 
when it does watch out because you are going to get very wet 
and in the winter time when we usually come down, very cold.

There	were	two	people	out	on	the	first	slip	(a	fall)	prodding	
for	flat	stones.	It	made	a	change	not	having	to	scramble	up	
the bank every time the seventh wave came in, as we made 
our way along the beach towards them. Alan stayed down by 
the water to look for pyrites (my brother Alan is very good at 
finding	fossils,	but	it	may	surprise	you	all	to	know	that	he	has	no	
interest in the actual fossils themselves).

One	of	the	figures	disappeared	from	top	of	the	slip	and	he	
reappeared	further	along	the	beach	running	around	the	first	
waterfall, reaching the base of the slip. We found that it was 
Pete up on the slip and he said that Tony had been the other 
person we had seen going along the beach. Pete said that not 
much was coming out today - it’s hard work prodding for stones, 
even for someone as experienced as him.

After	talking	to	Pete,	Alan	and	I	carried	on;	the	water	was	
dropping back faster now and where Tony had been forced 
to	run	around	the	front	of	the	first	waterfall	to	beat	the	wave	
crashing in, it had dropped back enough for us to just walk 
around it. With the waters dropping back we were able spread 
out a bit more.

Alan kept combing up and down the beach for pyrites and I 
started to check out all of the banks and gullies cut into the 
banks	at	the	bottom	of	the	cliff,	passing	the	pinnacle	both	of	us	
would enlarge our search pattern to include the bigger pyrite 
ammonites called Eoderoceras. This sort of tide is not really 
strong	enough	to	have	washed	off	too	much	of	the	deep	sand	
that usually covers their beds, so it didn’t look like we’d be 
finding	any	of	them	today,	which	was	a	shame	because	they	are	
a nice fossil. 

There is a bit of an alcove at the end of the horse-shoe and it 
has	always	been	a	good	place	for	me	to	find	the	odd	fossil	or	
two. Walking up, there appeared to be a big lump of stone lying 
at	the	base	of	the	cliff,	just	a	big	block	of	stone	fallen	from	the	
cliff.	Getting	closer	I	could	see	that	it	was	in	fact	a	big	lump	of	
lias with what appeared to be the outer edge of what looked like 
a very large ammonite, so I headed up to take a look and that 
is	what	it	turned	out	to	be;	a	whacking	great	ammonite.	I	called	
down to Alan to come up and take a look at the boulder which 
was well over two foot (61 cm) across with bits of the outer 
whorls sticking out here and there.

All of the centre of the fossil was covered over in lias, which 
might not turn out to be a good sign. That’s the trouble with 
these	big	crystal	ammonites;	the	outer	edges	look	ok	but	a	lot	
of	the	time	the	centres	are	flat	as	a	pancake	or	they	have	been	
deformed. What was showing of this ammonite did look a bit 
rough but, after having a chat with Alan, we decided to turn the 
thing over and take a look at the other side, “maybe that side 
would be better”. It was surprisingly heavy and it took both of 
us to move it. The other side of the ammonite was even more 
covered in lias, with virtually none of the outer whorls showing at 
all and this side looked even rougher than the other one.

I only carried my 22 oz fossil hammer at this time, (along with 
my smaller all metal spare one, but that is only about 15 oz), 
so	breaking	a	bit	off	of	this	stone	would	be	difficult.	In	the	future	
after	we	started	finding	lobsters	we	started	carrying	our	mighty	
sledge hammer. Nothing stood up to that for very long, but that 
wouldn’t be for a few years yet, so I decided to try and knock 
a	piece	of	the	lias	off	and	for	a	change	managed	to	take	out	
a reasonable chunk. It revealed quite a lot of the middle of 
the ammonite and it looked to be in pretty good shape, so we 
decided to take it back. This thing was huge and very heavy to 

Fossil report

Saturday 18/03/2000
Location Stonebarrow beach, Charmouth bay in Dorset
On the beach today Musketeers Alan and Keith
Tide medium\high 3.8 meters  
Weather dry and cloudy
Report by Keith Woodbridge
Fossil cleaned by Colin Patey



34   SHORELINE WINTER 2023/ ISSUE 50

move on the sand let alone load it into my bag. We were just 
having a chat about the best way to achieve this when someone 
behind us said “I missed that one. It was Tony.

After having a chat, he said that he better get back to the slip 
or	Pete	will	get	all	the	flat	stones	out.	After	saying	goodbye,	he	
walked back along the beach and we went back to the job in 
hand.	After	taking	off	my	bag	I	removed	the	few	chisels	that	I	
carry and my blue polo neck jumper from the main pocket, to 
make as much room as I could for this big lump. After a brief 
chat with Alan, we decided to lay my open bag down below the 
fossil and use the steep pitch of the beach to help manoeuvre 
this heavy lump inside. It was a good job that this ammonite was 
more oblong than round or it would never have gone in and, 
after a lot of pushing and heaving, our ammonite slid down into 
the big pocket of my bag, “just”. After tucking it up in my blue 
polo neck jumper to keep it warm, we were ready to head back. 

I have had my little blue polo neck jumper for over forty years 
and still have it today, but I have only ever worn it twice myself. 
But it has kept many of our fossils safe and warm on their 
journey	off	of	the	beach.	I	did	the	straps	up	nice	and	tight	to	
stop the fossil moving around inside the bag. The two chisels 
were wrapped up in newspaper and put into one of the big side 
pockets of my bag and we were ready to head back. Now all we 
have to do was get this thing up onto my shoulders. I was glad 
Alan was here today, because even with his help, it was not 
going to be easy.

With Alan lifting the bag from behind we managed to get it up 
onto	my	back.	Not	too	bad	at	first,	until	he	let	go,	when	the	
weight of the fossil kicked in and the straps started cutting 
into my shoulders. It was a slow walk back along the beach, 
stopping every so often to have a rest.

Many	years	ago	when	I	found	my	first	big	stellar	nodule	I	found	
that if I threw the fossil up onto my shoulders, it will take the 
weight	of	the	straps	off	them	and	give	me	a	little	respite,	but	do	
be wary if you try and use this manoeuvre. If the fossil is very 
heavy	like	this	one,	the	weight	adjustment	can	throw	you	off	
balance, so I suggest you try it by holding onto a big rock or the 
side	of	the	cliff.

Alan took over just before we reached the new slip. He is six 
foot four, so the weight of the bag was not so bad for him. There 
was no-one on the slip when we got there, just one or two holes 
and a few bits of broken stone. I hope they found something 
good. 

We swapped again just by the side of cabin. As we reached the 
bridge	the	ducks	came	over	like	a	flotilla	of	small	boats	turning	
as one when they saw Alan bringing his bag of bread out. He 
stopped at the end of the bridge to throw our bread to them. 
They gobbled it all down like they had not had anything to eat 
for	a	week,	before	going	off	find	the	next	mug	with	a	bag	in	their	
hand - where they put it all is beyond me.

 I did not stop, but carried on up the footpath to the start of the 
road.	There	is	a	little	wall	to	the	first	car	park	and	it	was	just	high	
enough or low enough for me to rest the bag on it for one last 
breather	before	heading	up	to	the	flat.	Alan	helped	me	take	the	
bag	off	and	we	left	it	leaning	up	by	the	back	door.	We	took	our	
boots	off	and	went	inside	to	get	cleaned	up	and	have	a	cup	of	
tea before coming back out to sort the fossil out.

Alan would be going home in the morning taking the ammonite 
with him but, before it was loaded it into his car, I wanted to 
take some photographs. It would be safe enough out here by 
the back door. I didn’t think there was any danger of someone 
running away with it, so we went back inside, got cleaned up 
and changed into some clean clothes, then took a walk up to the 
village	to	get	our	fish	and	chips	-	it	had	been	a	long	day.

Foot note: Our ammonite was stored away in the shed along 

with all the other fossils I have not cleaned yet and it stayed 
there	for	many	years.	It	would	probable	still	be	in	there	now;	
I	like	finding	fossils,	but	am	not	very	good	when	it	comes	to	
cleaning them. But in January of 2013 Colin came up and asked 
me if I had any fossils that he could clean. 

After forty-six years of fossil hunting, I do have one or two! There 
are many types of fossils sitting in my shed waiting to be cleaned, 
ranging from ammonites, liparoceras, lobsters and beds of 
Promicrocera ammonites (known locally as  ‘proms’) even one 
or two of his favourite fossils the nautilus. So we went and had a 
look and in the end he sorted out two fossils, one prom bed and 
our big ammonite. He made a start on the prom bed which was 
found on our last trip down to Charmouth in September 2012. He 
had cleaned it about halfway across and had found thirty proms. 

He also started looking at our ammonite and became captivated 
by it and did not want to stop. Now this is a big piece and it took 
many months to clean. He would phone up every two or three 
days	to	report	his	progress	and	the	first	thing	he	came	across	
were some small proms laying on and around the main shell. 
Then one of the tooth holes was uncovered, more proms came 
to light and a second tooth hole appeared, Colin kept on going 
and more proms and two more tooth holes came to light. In our 
story I told you about the gastropods that used the shell of our 
ammonite for somewhere to live. Well there their safe haven 
turned	out	to	be	their	final	resting	place	and	their	shells	became	
part of our story about an ammonite that lived millions of years 
ago.	When	Colin	had	finished	cleaning	the	ammonite	he	brought	
it back up to me and after taking more pictures it went into my 
collection.

My	prom	bed	has	also	been	finished	and	it	ended	up	with	over	
eighty proms.
Keith Woodbridge

Example fossils courtesy Chris East, who both found and cleaned them.  
Top:	a	pyrite	ammonite;	centre:	an	ammonite	bed;	and	bottom:	a	dapedium.
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Mid-ocean epiphany

My fate was in the hands of providence, yet it was up to me how I 
dealt with any situation. I was only to blame for sailing back the 
1,700 miles from Tenerife to England alone on a 25-foot sailing 

yacht with just a compass, a sextant, and a radio direction finder. (The 
GPS wasn’t available for small boats then.) I couldn’t rely on commercial 
vessels’ crews to keep a lookout or check their radars, and when a ship 
spotted the tiny red dot of Ellis, I wasn’t sure the captain would comply 
with the rule of ‘power gives way to sail.’

Solo navigators hold various theories on converging courses. Some say it would 
take twenty-five minutes for a ship out of sight, below the horizon, to run a small 
vessel down. With this in mind, I adopted a regime where I could sleep for 
twenty minutes, leaving me five to get out of the way if a ship bore down on me. 
Despite it all, I slept through two alarm clocks and the radio alarm at full blast.

I noted in my logbook the following day. ‘light zephyr and two swallows landing 
on the stern.’ They rested for a while before taking off in the same direction 
they had flown in. Next, a house-martin flopped on deck. I left him some 
crumbs and water where he crouched. Sadly, he was dead by the morning. I 
wrapped him up in a rag with a ten-millimetre nut and bolt to weigh him down, 
parcelled together with string, then recited the Lord’s Prayer before committing 
him to the deep. 

After the house-martin, there was no sign of life for days. All I could see was 
the glassy ocean stretched out to infinity. Then, one morning, a turtle floated 
past my starboard bow. I altered my course to come alongside. She lazily 
swam away, leaving only six feet between us, and then she stopped paddling 
to watch me gliding past. I met her large, inquiring eyes that seemed to say, 
‘Fancy meeting you here!’ I felt a pang in my heart, for a sea creature had 
acknowledged me in the vastness of an ocean. 

In the afternoon, a dolphin appeared feet away from me and then jumped 
out of the water at such a height that I managed to look straight into his eye. 
I felt as though he was asking, ‘Are you okay?’ Dolphins usually play around 
the bows of a boat. How strange he had chosen the stern where I was sitting. 
Maybe he was one of the dolphins I had mistaken for torpedoes the night I 
avoided an armada on the Portuguese coast? I sensed his presence again 
in the afternoon and got my camera ready. A few minutes later, I caught him 
clean out of the water. 

Before dusk, the sea turned into a bloom of white jellyfish spreading beyond 
the horizon. They were so closely packed together that Ellis’s bow pushed 
them aside as if she was ploughing through pack ice. 

I imagined ancient galleons, stranded for days in the Sargasso Sea amongst 
the giant rafted weed. I wondered if I would find my mermaid bride amongst 
Neptune’s myriad jellyfish strewn upon the ocean like rose petals at a 
wedding. I didn’t want ‘Captain Nemo’ throwing the reception twenty thousand 
leagues beneath the sea! 

My frustration at Ellis’s lack of progress began to worry me after eight and a 
half days at sea. Just as well, I never told people which June I intended to 
be back in Blighty! Tenerife was still only five hundred miles astern, leaving 
me one thousand two hundred left to go. At least it was warm. The only 
thing I wore was a bright orange life harness. I never removed it, even when 
sleeping, lest I had to rush on deck. If I fell overboard, nobody would be there 
to rescue me. 

A lazy swell began to build up from the north. In the afternoon, I went inside to 
keep out of the sun. By then, the motion had increased. I wedged myself in a 
corner to avoid being thrown about in the cabin. Why such a swell with so little 
wind? I glanced at the speedometer, flickering between two and three knots. 
My progress was a tad better than that of a water boatman bug on a pond. I 
tried to bury my feeling of foreboding by reading Spike Milligan’s Puckoon, but 
I could hear the prediction of the Tarot reader back in the Canaries, ‘You’ll be 
in a disaster.’ Maybe I should reduce sail, but the precaution seemed pointless 
with hardly any wind, yet all the signs of bad weather were there. 

When wife 
Monique walked 
in her husband’s 
shoes, she discov-
ered a true hero.

A compulsive read for 
sailors and landlubbers 
alike, a maelstrom of 
action with a tantalis-
ing hint of romance.

Infused with vivid salt-
tanged atmosphere 

and quirky humour, the unfolding of this yachts-
man’s thrilling true adventure story intertwined 
with poignant reflections from his Yorkshire past 
and evocative descriptions.
Available on Amazon for £11.99 or for £10 by contacting 
Monique direct at strangertocaution@gmail.com for a copy.

 I never had time to consider my next move. Suddenly, without warning, Ellis 
reared up like a rodeo horse, then crashed in the trough with a shudder, and 
I was pushed against the bulkhead with great force. She won’t take much of 
this, and neither will I! I must do something fast, at least try and get Ellis to 
approach the waves at a different angle rather than face them head-on and 
thud into the troughs. I made for the hatchway and was flung across the entire 
length of the cabin.

When Ellis mounted the second wave, she dropped from a greater height and 
shook even more violently. Then came a thunderous banging on the coach 
roof just as she smashed into the trough. I clambered on deck, dreading what 
I would find. 

The crash I heard was the mast that had broken in half before collapsing 
on deck. What chaos. In shock, I searched the horizon but couldn’t see any 
evidence of the two rogue waves that had caused such devastation. There 
wasn’t a ship in sight either. Maybe I had run into a sleeping whale. I had 
read about navigators on small boats, leaving their depth sounder switched 
on the whole time so that the sonar signal would warn the slumbering giants 
of their approach. As for Ellis’s deck, it was mayhem and looked as if the big 
top tent had collapsed on Fred Karno’s Circus. I thought of the Commodore at 
the Scarborough Yacht Club, who, with a smirk, had asked me which circus I 
belonged to. He was referring to the red and yellow colour scheme on Ellis. 

I enjoy a circus but ‘bugger a pantomime!’ There was no time to waste if I 
wanted to survive this. Half the mast was now in the water. It could smash 
against the hull in the heavy swell and put a big hole in Ellis. The rigging and 
sails were in a haphazard tangle, mainly over the side. Luckily, the mainsail 
had remained attached to the two halves of the mast, which was one small 
consolation. By now, Ellis was wallowing in a three-metre swell, and a storm 
was coming. 

excerpt from Stranger to Caution 
© 2023 by Monique newby

All Shoreline iSSueS cAn be Seen online At  
www.chArmouth.org/chArmouth_villAge/Shoreline-mAgAzine/

Monique Newby, who has regularly entertained Shore-
line’s readers with her quirky short stories, has now pub-
lished her first full-length true adventure story, ‘Stranger 
to Caution’. Editor.
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We remember
PETER PRESS

26th January 1929 – 19th June 2023

on 1st August 2023 Charmouth celebrated the life of 
Peter Press with a memorial service at St Andrew’s 
church. Many people shared their memories of 

Peter and some were willing to share these with readers of 
Shoreline.

Richard Edmonds recalls Peter’s work with the Heritage Coast Centre:

Peter, and all of the working party that used to maintain and develop the 
Centre, remind me of a time when I thought that everyone naturally wanted 
to work together and cooperate. And I think that is because that generation, 
Peter, Alf, Dick, John, the other John, Derek, David, Ron, Ray and Gordon,  
(all blokes, I know) went through the war, or the hard times that followed 
shortly afterwards, a time when people had to pull together.

We would all sit down to review the jobs and then come up with the most 
technically challenging, yet elegant solution to them and then just get on and 
do it. That is because we had a bloke who helped shore up the War Office in 
1939, another who was torpedoed twice, a super tanker captain, a doctor, an 
engineer in a nuclear establishment, a Boeing 747 flight engineer, a Lear jet 
salesman and a sapper and teacher. People with real jobs and, for many of 
us, too real a life experience.

Peter came into the place full of energy with a ‘let’s get on with it’ attitude, so 
much so that the first thing that passed through the partition wall, as it was 
being knocked down in the first major expansion of the centre, was Peter’s 
very large hammer which very narrowly missed Derek as he was sewing 
perfect sutures to the ‘Touch Table’!

That ‘measure twice, cut once’ lesson was demonstrated in the setting up of 
the theatre; we actually had it wrong, and I think it was Peter and I who finally 
realised it!

He also showed me how to paint properly, many small, smooth brush strokes, 
as he talked quality brushes, politics and Canada, pipe in hand.

I think Peter really missed the great outdoors in Canada, particularly canoeing 
in the school holidays of summer. I don’t think he missed, at all, the winters in 
Winnipeg, not one little bit BUT I am very glad to have been spared his ‘home 
brew’ and ‘cellar bar’ underground in the depths of those winters!

And the reason he chose Charmouth? I think, if memory serves me correctly, 
he passed through and maybe even broke down in an army truck right here 
in the village, what, 70 years ago, the time frame for when those Pavey 
photographs were shot. And so that is why he and Maggie came to settle here.

So he made Charmouth his home, and did many good things, not just with the 
Centre but also with The Pavey Room and, I believe, the pub. 

‘Regrets, I have a few’, one being that I never drank enough beer with him, 
and….. the offer was always there. Always too busy, busy, busy wasting time 
on ‘process’. Unfortunately today my ‘work’, a 35 year retrogressive step in 

my ‘career’, is short of guides as two are not available and one is down with 
norovirus and we want him to stay at home! So I cannot be with you.

I miss Peter, I miss all of them; they remind me of a time when things were 
so much more positive than they are to me now. And it’s really, really simple; 
honesty from which comes integrity.

richard edmonds

Helen Parker recalls Peter’s involvement with the Charmouth Local 
History Society:

When I was asked to say a few words about Peter Press on behalf of the 
Charmouth Local History Society (CLHS), known in Peter’s time as the Pavey 
Group, I was reluctant to do so. All I knew was that with others he formed the 
Pavey Group, building on the work of Reginald Pavey. People’s memories of 
this are well documented elsewhere.

I recall that we had to move our archive to a smaller room during COVID 
lockdown to allow the Parish Council more office space. I moved the archive 
alone whilst the building was empty and looked inside every box and every file 
– dusty and rather spooky job at the time.

Each folder contained letters, research notes, archive photographs, minutes 
of meetings and even future items needing more research. This was long 
before everything was digitised. There were also copies of letters and notes 
of meeting people who had a connection with Charmouth. Repeatedly Peter’s 
name was among them.

Recently I audited all the CDs, opening and reading all the files. Not 
surprisingly there again Peter’s presence was everywhere. Peter in 
photographs with a beaming smile looking back at you. 

In the file of press cuttings again that smile and enthusiastic look as if he had 
found something for the first time.

Peter’s contribution was diverse and reflected his many interests with articles 
on: the old cement factory, the Charmouth battery, people, ghosts, soldiers, 
pubs, Charmouth’s notable families and Charmouth’s buildings.

In the files is correspondence between Peter and a GI who was stationed 
in Charmouth in WW2., part of a small specialist group destined for Omaha 
beach. He became a career solider. He shared with Peter over time a lot of 
information about his experiences leading to and beyond June 1944. If he 
was, I suspect like my late father, you did not share this with just anyone. Only 
with someone you had a rapport with, who you trusted and who you felt was 
interested and listening. 

In the very first publication of the Pavey Group, Village Echo no1, Peter wrote 
the following.

The purpose of the entire Pavey enterprise is to encourage 
and assist in the eventual production of a history of the 
village of Charmouth in the Pavey tradition. If we are to 
contribute to that goal, the input has to come from family 
sources of each generation. If we are to follow in Reg 
Pavey’s footsteps we must write about the village people. 
This is what future generations will want to know in their 
search for their roots. We have a responsibility to them.

Upon reflection, did I meet Peter? – no, do I know Peter ?– no, but I believe 
I have an idea of the essence of the man. A man of vision with a genuine 
interest in people and their stories of Charmouth’s history and how it shapes 
life today. To do that you need to be able to be honest, to listen, to share and 
to communicate. 

To close, the Pavey Group owe a debt to Peter and his colleagues - he most 
definitely would not want them left out. I do think Charmouth itself has a legacy 
to continue and to build upon and ... to be proud of Peter.

helen Parker, Chair, Charmouth local history Society
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Shoreline Charmouth - Village Diary
Adult Art Class Mon 9.30am-12.30pm (term 

time only)
Village Hall, Wesley Close Trudi Ochiltree  

07812 856823

Badminton Club  
(experience required)

Mon 8.00 – 10.00pm Community Hall, Lower Sea 
Lane

Simon Farrington  
07870 662823

Badminton (social) Tues 7.00 – 10.00pm Community Hall, Lower Sea 
Lane

Charlie Portlock 
cmportlock14@outlook.com

Beavers Scout Colony  
(ages 6-8)

Mondays 5.30 – 6.45pm The Scout Hut, Barrs Lane Karen 07799 500720 
karen.southcott@btinternet.com

Bowls Club 
Summer: 
Winter Short Mat Bowls:

Sun, Tues, Thurs 2 – 5.00pm  
Tues 2 – 5.00pm Friday Winter

Playing Field, Barrs Lane 
Community Hall, Lower Sea 
Lane

Mike Jackson-Bass  
01297 560484
mjacksonbass@icloud.com

Brownies (ages 7-10) Wed 5.30 – 7.00pm  
(term time only)

St Andrew’s Community Hall, 
Lower Sea Lane

Lorraine Thom 07888 695022
LorrT6@aol.com

Charmouth Local History 
Society

No regular meetings at 
present

Phone for information Helen Parker 561580

Charmouth Twinning 
Association

No regular meetings at 
present

Phone for information Peter Bonner 560251

Charmouth Village People:
Meet Ups (Social afternoons)

Every Friday 2 – 4pm Bank House Café Judith Howells 07906 840950 or Kath 
Harper 07803 131757

Cherubs 
(Toddler Group 0-4 year old)

Wed 9.30 – 11.30am Village Hall, Wesley Close Samantha Carter
07512 291318

Cub Scout pack 
(ages 8-10½)

Thurs 5.20 – 6.45pm The Scout Hut, Barrs Lane Kevin 07976 534517 payne.kevin@gmail.com 
Morris 07734 321904 morrisevans@hotmail.
co.uk 

Explorer Unit (ages 14-18) Wednesday evening 6.30-
8.00pm

The Scout Hut, Barrs Lane Clare 07932 089602
claremackenney@yahoo.o.uk

Gardeners Outings, talks and social 
events

Village Hall, Wesley Close Penny Rose 561076

Green Group Email for details Julie Leah
charmouthgreen group@gmail.com

Guides Email for information Email for information Debbie Thatcher
1stcharmouthguides@gmail.com

Knit and Natter group Thursday 2 – 4pm
(All welcome)

The Hollands Room, Bridge 
Road

Jan Coleman 561625

Line Dancing Mon and Tues afternoons from 
2.00-3.15pm (Mon - Beginners, 
Tues - Improvers)

Village Hall, Wesley Close Andrea Harfield 
01297 561083

Parish Council Meeting 4th Tuesday of every other 
month 7.30pm

The Elms, The Street Lisa Tuck 01297 560826
clerk@charmouthparishcouncil.gov.uk

Rainbows (ages 5-7) Wed 5.30 – 7.00pm  
(term time only)

St Andrew’s Community Hall, 
Lower Sea Lane

Lorraine Thom 07888 695022
LorrT6@aol.com

Stitch and Knit Tuesdays 10.30 – 12.30pm Charmouth Community 
Library, The Street

Lorraine 01297 560035

Scout Troop (ages 10½-14) Thurs 7.00 – 8.30pm The Scout Hut, Barr’s Lane Malcolm Taylor
07881 820199

Tennis Club Charmouth Lawn Tennis Club Kevin Clausner 07860 249443
www.charmouthtennisclub.org

Wyld Morris  
dancing practice

Wed 7.15pm Pine Hall, Monkton Wyld 
Court or at Bridport Masonic 
Hall

Vicki 
07592 516555

With apologies for any errors or omissions. 
 Please contact group leaders for the latest information
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Shoreline Charmouth - local Contacts
eMeRGenCIeS PolICe Police, Fire, Ambulance or HM Coastguard 999 or 112

PCSO Amanda King 6090 for Community Police issues (ask by name) 101

Non urgent call number for reporting incidents / enquiries 101

Bridport Police Station, Tannery Road 101

FIRE and RESCUE West Dorset Fire and Rescue Service — Group Manager 01305 252600

HM COASTGUARD Sidmouth Road, Lyme Regis (Not 24 hours) 01297 442852

DOCTORS The Charmouth Medical Practice, The Street, Charmouth 01297 560872

The Lyme Practice, Lyme Community Medical Centre, Lyme Regis 01297 445777

NHS Direct — 24-hour Healthcare Advice and Information Line 0845 4647

HOSPITALS Dorset County Hospital, Williams Avenue, Dorchester 01305 251150

Bridport Community Hospital, Hospital Lane, Bridport 01308 426202

DENTISTS Dorset Dental Helpline 01202 854443

PUBLIC TRANSPORT National Rail Enquiries — Information on Timetables, Tickets and Train Running Times 08457 484950

National Traveline — Information on Bus and Bus/Rail Timetables and Tickets 08712 002233

EMERGENCY Gas 0800 111999

Electricity (Western Power Distribution) 0800 365900

Water (Wessex Water) 08456 004600

Floodline 08459 881188

Pollution (Environment Agency) 0800 807060

CHEMISTS Charmouth Pharmacy, Mr Yang, The Street, Charmouth 01297 560261

Boots the Chemist, 45 Broad Street, Lyme Regis 01297 442026

Lloyds Pharmacy, Lyme Community Care Centre, Uplyme Road, Lyme Regis 01297 442981

SCHOOLS Charmouth County Primary, Lower Sea Lane, Charmouth 01297 560591

The Woodroffe School, Uplyme Road, Lyme Regis 01297 442232

CHURCHES St Andrew’s Parish Church, The Street, Charmouth. Margaret Trafford 07485 770498

CHARMOUTH HALLS Village Hall, bookings Gill Savage 01297 560615

St Andrew’s Community Hall, bookings Faye In Abode 01297 560505

Youth Club Hall, bookings Polly Wild 07890 629117

Charmouth Library - Clematis Room(up to 20) bookings - Penny Collins 07770 501088

CoUnCIlS
CHARMOUTH PARISH Chair — Jane Bremner 01297 560826

Clerk — Mrs L Tuck, The Elms, St Andrew’s Drive, Charmouth 01297 560826

Heritage Coast Centre, Lower Sea Lane, Charmouth 01297 560772

Beach Attendant, Charmouth Beach 01297 560626

DORSET COUNCIL Councillor — Belinda Bawden– cllrbelinda.bawden@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk 01297 443739

County Hall, Colliton Park, Dorchester — All services 01305 221000

DORSET’S PORTAL FOR COUNTY/DISTRICT/TOWN/PARISH COUNCILS AND OTHER AGENCIES www.dorsetforyou.com

LOCAL M.P. Chris Loder, House of Commons, SW1A 0AA or e-mail chris.loder.mp@parliament.uk 0207 219 3912

CITIZENS’ ADVICE St Michaels Business Centre, Lyme Regis (Wed 10am-3pm) 01297 445325

45 South Street, Bridport (Mon-Fri 10am-3pm) 01308 456594

POST OFFICES Thursdays in the Charmouth Community Library 1015 - 1300 and 1330 - 1515.

Fridays in the The Hollands Room, Bridge Rd, Charmouth 1015 - 14.00 

LIBRARIES The Street, Charmouth 01297 560640

Silver Street, Lyme Regis 01297 443151

South Street, Bridport 01308 422778

South Street, Axminster 01297 32693

SWIM / LEISURE Bridport Leisure Centre, Skilling Hill Road, Bridport 01308 427464

Flamingo Pool, Lyme Road, Axminster 01297 35800

Newlands Holiday Park, Charmouth 01297 560259

CINEMA Electric Palace, 35 South Street, Bridport 01308 424901

THEATRES Marine Theatre, Church Street, Lyme Regis 01297 442394

Arts Centre, South Street, Bridport 01308 424204

Guildhall, West Street, Axminster 01297 33595

TOURIST INFORMATION Bucky Doo Square, South Street, Bridport 01308 424901
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Website: www.axminsterprinting.co.uk  Email: sales@axminsterprinting.co.uk
Address: Axminster Printing Co. Ltd. West Street, Axminster, Devon EX13 5NU

PRINTING & DESIGN SERVICES

Axminster Printing Co Ltd 01297 32266

Not just a Printing Company.... Established in 1969

Leaflets, Posters, Booklets, Books, Labels, Tags, Menus, Banners, Magazines, 
Canvas’s, Order of Services, Headings, Business Cards, Appointment Cards, 
Compliment Slips, Headed Cards, Bookmarks, Invoice and Order Forms, 
Delivery Forms, Folders, Vouchers, Loyalty Cards, Wedding and Business 
Stationery, Plans, Prints (any Size up to A0) and so much More....

We have a range of card making supplies from firms such as Hunky 
Dory, Trimcraft and Crafts Too - from card blanks, card toppers, 
glitters, printed papers, rubber stamps and stamping accessories.

STATIONERS

ARTS & CRAFTS SUPPLIES

• Stationery for School or College 
• Postage and Packaging Supplies
• Filing Products
• Paper, Writing and Drawing Instruments
• Notebooks & Invoice Books

Please write to the Secretary, Mrs Anthea Gillings
Swansmead, Riverway, Charmouth DT6 6LS

Email: gilly@swansmead.co.uk
giving full details of your course and requirements.
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With flexible levels of service ranging from booking agent to full property 

management, we pride ourselves on working in partnership with our owners 

and tailoring our services to provide a professional, personal package to suit all 

requirements. With a commitment to quality, our portfolio of over 300 properties 

includes everything from modern seafront apartments to thatched rural cottages.

Why not ask us for a free consultation and financial assessment.

lymebayholidays.co.uk | 01297 443363

BOOKING AGENT WITH TARGETED MARKETING OF YOUR PROPERTY  |  HOUSEKEEPING  |  KEY HANDOUT  

MAINTENANCE, INCLUDING 24 HOUR EMERGENCY COVER  |  LINEN PROVISION  |  WELCOME HAMPERS

S h o r e l i n e  W i n T e r  2 0 2 3

Bumbles is a unique gift
shop located directly next

to Charmouth stores.
Selling a range of

beautiful gifts, candles,
jewellery, scarves, Italian

clothing and cards. Gift
vouchers available for

the perfect gift! 
 

bumblescharmouth@gmail.com 

@bumblesofcharmouth

@bumbles

Follow us!

01297 560 304

About us!


